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JOURNAL

OF THE

NINETEENTH ANNUAL SESSION

OF THE

NATIONAL ENCAMPMENT,

GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC,

PORTLAND, MAINE,

Wednesday and Thursday, June 24th and 28th, 1888.

The National Encampment of the Grand Army of the
Republic met in its Nineteenth Annual Session, at the City
Hall,in Portland, Maine, on Wednesday,June 24th,at 10 o’clock
A. M., and was called to order by Commander-in-Chief John
S. Kountz. Prayer was offered by the Chaplain-in-Chief, Com-
rade T. M. Shanafelt, as follows:

““ Our Father Who art in Heaven, our Creator and our Preserver,
the Giver of every good gift, we thank Thee for the preservation of our
lives, and for the privilege of assembling in this Annual Encampment.
Now, we invoke Thy presence and blessing. Thou hast said if any
man lack- wisdom, .let him ‘ask of Thee: grant us that wisdom that
cometh from above, that we may be guided aright in all of our plans
and deliberations for the future well-being of this Order to which we
belong, and which we so ardently love. We pray that Thou wilt
watch over us, direct our steps, and enable each of us to do well the
work of life ; and when it is finished on earth, receive us all into Thine
upper and better Kingdom, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.”
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The ﬂOmmanderatrthlef
'l'he Commlttee on Credentials will now present its report.

.-o-

SO .ETEG -A-djﬁﬁaat BGoreral proceeded to read the Roll of the
Encampment as reported by the Committe on Credentials.] '

Pending the reading of the report, the following proceed-
ings were had :

Comrade J. L. Bennett, of Illinois— ,
CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I rise to a point of order.

The Commander-in-Chief—
State the point of order.

Comrade Bennett—

In the Illinois delegation there are some new members,
who desire to submit themselves and have their names reported
to the Encampment. I haven’t heard the report of the Com-
mittee on Credentials.

The Commander-in-Chief—
The report of the Committee on Credentials is now being
read.

Comrade C. T. Clark, of Ohio—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—It seems to me to be unnecessary
to read all this entire list of delegates. I move you, Com-
mander-in-Chief, that the Assistant Adjutant General of each
Department be directed to report a corrected list.

The Commander-in-Chief—
The motion is out of order, because the Rules and Regula-
tions require that the roll be called.

Comrade Clark—
I am not aware that it was ever done before.

The Commander-in-Chief—
Always. It is on page 33 of the Rules and Regulations.

Comrade Louis Wagner, of Pennsylvania—
CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—It will take quite a while to finish
this roll-call; then it will be subjected to correction, and
then it will be called again in the course of the Encampment.
I move that this order of business, so far as the completion of
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the roll-call is concerned, be suspended, and we proceed to the
next item.

The motion was carried.

The following is the Roll of the Encampment as corrected :

Roll of the National Encampment.

The names of members who were present at the Encampment are marked
with an asterisk. (*¥) Names of Past Department Commanders numbered in
order of their terms of service.

Commander-in-Chief, . . . . . . *Jonx 8. Kouvrz, Toledo, Ohio.
Sendor Vice Commander-in-Chicf, *Joux P. Rea, Minneapolis, Minn.
Jusior Vice Commander-in-Chief, *Ira E. Hicks, New Britain, Conn.

Chaplain-in-Chief, . . . . . . . #T. M Smaxarevt, East Saginaw, Mich.
Surgeon General, . . . . . . . Wy D. Hawrr, Altoona, I’a
Adjutant General, . . . . . . . *W. W. Arcory, Toledo, Oio.
Quartermaster General, . . . . . #JonN TayLogr, Philadelphia, Pa.
Judge Advocate General, . . . .*D. R Austin, Toledo, Ohio.
Inspector General, . . . . . . . #0. A. Janes, Hillsdale, Mich.
Assistant Adjutant General, . . . P.H. Dowring, Toledo, Ohio.
COUNCIL OF ADMINISTRATION.
Arkansas, . . . . . . . .. .. .. Tromas H. Barngs, Fort Smith.
California, . . . .. .. ..... *W. H. Houmes, San Francisco.
Connecticut, . . . . . . . . . ... *FreD. A. SPENCER, Waterbury.
Colorado, . - « - « . « . . . . ... *Geo. W. Cook, Denver.
Dakota, . . » « .« v o . ... *Jonn B. Devxnis, Yankton.
Delaware, . . . . . . . . . . .. .. *W. H. Pur~ELL, Newark.
Florida, . . . . . . . . . . . . ... *Wm. EMERrsoN, Sorrento.
Mlinois, . « . « « .« . « o v . o . .. *J. C. BLack, Quincy.
Indiana’™. . . . . . . . . . . . ... *EpwiN N1cAR, South Bend.
Towa, . . . . . . . . . . ... *Jonx K. DEar, Carroll.
Kansas, . . . . . . . . « « o« . .. *H. L. MiLLARD, Sterling.
Kentucky, . . . . . . . ... ... *SAMUEL T. Jack, Louisville.
Maine, . . . . . . . . ... *F. W. HaskeLL, Waterville.
Maryland, . .. ... ... .. .. *W. O. SaviLLE, Baltimore.
Massachusetts, . . . . . . . . . .. *HEexry B. PIERCE, Abington.
Michigan, . . . . . . . .. .. ... *Samuer WeLLs, Buchanan.
Minnesota, - . - - . . . . . .. . . #W. P. RoBErTs, Minneapolis.
Missourd, . . . . . . . . ... ... J. 8. StERRETT, St. Joseph.
Nebraska, . . . . . . . ... ... *J. 0. WEsr, Grand Island.
New Hampshire, . . . . . . . . .. *D. B. NewnALL, Concord.
New Jersey, - - - - . - . . . . .. *J. R. VANSYKLE, Jersey City.
New Mexico, . . - - « « . . . . .. *J. J. FIrzGERRELL, Las Vegas.
New York, . . . « « v v v v v oo *HEervMaN F. Fox, Geneva.

Ohio,. . . . . . . ... ... *J. J. SuLLivaN, Millersburg.
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Oregon, . « « « v v v v v v v v v .. *B. B. TurTLE, Portland.
Pennsylvania, . . . . . . ... ... *SaMueL Hareer, Pittsburgh.
Potomae, . . .- . . .. ... *JouN CaMERON, Washington.
Rhode Island, . . . . . . . . . . .. *W. J. Braprorp, Providence.
Tennessee, . . - « « « « « o o o . . *E. S. JoxEs, Nashville.

Utah,. . . . . . . oo *F. M. BisHop, Salt Lake City.
Vermont, . . . . . . . . . ... .. *L. F. TerriLL, Underhill.
Virginia, . . . . . . .. ... ... *H. DEB. CraY, Newport News.
Washington Territory, . . . . . . . ‘Wn. McMickeN, Olympia.
West Virginia, . . . . . . . .. . . H. V. DanieLs, Martinsburg.
Wisconsin, . . . . . . . . .. ... *PuIL. CHEEK, JR., Baraboo.

PAST NATIONAL OFFICERS.

*
Nore.—List of Past National Officers and Past Department Com-
manders includes only those reported in good standing in their Posts,
and those deceased.

Past Commanders-in-Chief, tS. A. HurLpur, Illinois, . . . . . . 1866-67
*JonN A. Logax, Chicago, Ills., . . . 68-9-70
tAmBROSE BUrNsIDE, Rhode Island, . 1871-72
CeARLES DEVENS, Boston, Mass., . . 1873-74
JonN F. HartranrT, Philad’a, Pa., . 1875-76
*J. C. RoBinson, Binghamton, N. Y., 1877-78
TWiLLiaM EarNsHAW, Dayton, O., . 1879
*Louts WAGNER, Philadelphia, Pa., . 1880
*Geo. 8. MERRILL, Lawrence, Mass., . 1881
*PauL VAN DErVoorT, Omaha, Neb., 1882
*Rop't B. BEaTH, Philadelphia, Pa., 1883
Past Sen. Vice Coms-in-C hief, Josaua T. OweN, Philadelphia, Pa., 1868
*Louis WAGNER, Philadelphia, Pa., . 1871-72
*LucieN FaircuiLp, Wisconsin, . . . 1873
Epwarp JARDINE, New York, N. Y., 1874
JoserH S. REYNoLDS, Chicago, Ills., . 1875-76
*ELisuA H. Raobgs, Providence, R.1., 1877
*PauL VAN DErVoort, Omaha, Neb., 1878
*JoHN PALMER, Albany, N. Y., . . . 1879
*EpGAr D. Swain, Chicago, Ills., . . 1880
CuarLes L. Young, Toledo, O., . . 1881
W. E. W. Ross, Baltimore, Md., . 1882
Wum. WaRNER, Kansas City, Mo., . 1883
Past Jr. Vice Coms-in-Chief, Josepr R. HawLEY, Hartford Conn., 1868-69
*Louis WAGNER, Philadelphia, Pa., . 1870
James Coey, San Francisco, Cal., . 1871-72
Ebp. Ferauson, Milwaukee, Wis., . . 1873
Guy T. Gourp, Chicago, Ills,, . . . 1874

*C. J. Buckseg, New Haven, Conn., 1875--76
{Deceased.
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Pagt Jr Vice Coms-in-Chief,WiLLiaM EARNSHAW, Dayton, O., . 1877
*HerseErT E. Hivt, Boston, Mass., . 1878
*H. DiNeMAN, Washington, D. C., . 1879
tGrorGE Bowers, Nashua, N. H., . . 1880

*C. V. R. Poxp, Quincy, Mich., . . . 1881
*I. 8. Bangs, Waterville, Me., . . . 1882
*W. H. HoLumes, San Francisco, Cal., 1883
ARKANSAS.
(Organized July 11, 1883.)
Commander. . . ... ... .. C. M. Barnes, Fort Smith.
Senior Vice Commander ..... R. E. Jackson, Hot Springs.
Junior Vice Commander. . . . . W. 8. Whitten, Little Rock.
Assistant Adjutant General . . . . 8. K. Robinson, Fort Smith.
Representatives. Alternates.
*Thomas Boles, Fort Smith. L. W. Metcalf, Eureka Springs.

Past Department Commander.
Stephen Wheeler, Fort Smith.

CALIFORNIA.
(Organized February 20, 1868.)

-Commander. . . . .. ... .. *R. H. Warfield, Healdsburg.
Senior Vice Commander ..... H. F. Burnett, Sacramento.
Junior Vice Commander . . . . . Henry C. Dibble, San Francisco.
Assistant Adjutant General . . . . W. R. Smedberg, San Francisco.

Representatives. Alternates.
T. H. Goodman, (at large) C. E. Royce (at large),
San Francisco. San Francisco.

*James A. Waymire, San Francisco.*P. H. McGrew, Oakland.
*W. H. Seamans, San Francisco. I. L. Lyon, Oakland.
*Charles E. Wilson, San Francisco. E. A. Weed, Los Angeles.

Past Department Commanders.

1 James Coey, San Francisco. 6 C. Mason Kinne, San Francisco.
2 Wm. H. Aiken, San Francisco. 7 W. A. Robinson, San Francisco.
3*Ed. Carlson, San Francisco. 8 J. W. Staples, San Francisco.
4 S. W. Backus, San Francisco. 9 J. M. Davis, San Francisco.
6 8. P. Ford, San Francisco. i

COLORADO.

(Organized as Dept. Mountains, December 11, 1879; name changed to
Colorado, July 31, 1882.)

Commander . . . . . . .. ... *A. V. Bohn, Leadville.
Senior Vice Commander. . . . . Jos. W. Fisher,Cheyenne, Wyom'g
Junior Vice Commander. . . . . *A. J. Bean, Gunnison.
Assistant Adjutant General . . . . *F. R. Miller, Leadville.

tDeceased.
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Representatives. Alternates.
#*I1enry Bowman, (at large) #*N. R. Twitchell, (at large)
Idaho Springs. ) Salida.
#A. 8. Everett, Denver. *W. L. Gilman, Boulder.
#James Burrell, Central City. J. Harrison Mills, Denver.
*George Ady, Denver. J. 8. McCullah, Denver.

Past Department Commanders.

1*Jno. W. Donnellan, Laramie City, Wyoming Ter’y.
2 Eugene K. Stimson, Denver. 3 Byron L. Carr, Longmont.

CONNECTICUT.
(Organized April 11, 1867.)

Commander . « « . « . . .« .. *Frank D. Sloat, New Haven.
Senior Vice Commander. . . . . *John T. Crary, Norwich.

Junior Vice Commander. . . . . *Henry E. Taintor, Hartford.
Asgistant Adjutant General . . . . *Wm. H. Stowe, New Haven.
) Representatives. Alternates.

*William G. Gallager, (at large) Henry C. Baldwin, (atlarge)

Meriden. Naugatuck.

*James W. Davis, Waterbury. *Alexander M. Greene, Hartford.
*Stephen Smith, Stamford. James B. Coit, Norwich.
#*Charles W. Filer, Versailles. J. F. Simmons, West Winsted.
*James Ryder, Danbury. - Caleb Wood, South Norwalk.

*Courtland 8. Darrow, New London. David E. Soule, New Milford.
Past Department Commanders.

1 Edward Harland, Norwich. 6*Alfred B. Beers, Bridgeport.

2*L. A. Dickinson, Hartford. 7*Ira E. Hicks, New Britain.

3*Charles J. Buckbee, New Haven. 8*Isaac B. Hyatt, Meriden.

4 Wm. E. Disbrow, Bridgeport. 9*Wm. Berry, Hartford.

5 George S. Smith, Norwich.

DAKOTA.
(Organized February 27, 1884.)

Department Commander . . . . . *W. V. Lucas, Chamberlain.
Senior Vice Commander . . . . . *John B. Dennis, Yankton.
Junior Vice Commander. . . . . Horace G. Wolf, Cavour.
Assistant Adjutant General . . . . *A. 8. Church, Chamberlain.

Representatives. Alternates.
*Isaac E. West (at large), Fargo. Roger Brennan (at large), Egan.
#*Geo. F. Johnson, Redfield. N. C. Nash, Canton.
*8. H. Bronson, Howard. #W. H. Carr, Yankton.
#J. C. Gipsofi, Desmet. E. M. Fuller, Bismark,

Past Department Commander.
Thomas 8. Free, Sioux Falls.



GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIO.
DELAWARE.

' (Organized January 14, 1881.)

Commander . . . . .. ... .. *J. S. Litzenberg, Wilmington.
Senior Vice Commander. . . . . *G. W. King, Wilmington.
Junior Vice Commander. . . . . Wm. P. Corsa, Milford.
Asgistant Adjutant General . . . . *J.S. Wheeler, Wilmington.

Representatives. Alternates.

*Albert 8. Nonnes, (at large) *J. B. Booth, (at large)
Wilmington. Wilmington.
Peter B. Ayars, Wilmington. R. H. Williams, Newport.

Past Department Commanders.

1*W. 8. McNair, Wilmington. 3 John Wainwright, Wilmington.
2*Daniel Ross, Wilmington. 4 C. M. Carey, Wyoming.

FLORIDA.

(Organized June 19, 1884.)

Commander . . . . . . . . ... T. S. Wilmarth, Jacksonville.
Senior Vice Commander. . . . . G. H. Norton, Eustis.
Junior Vice Commander. . . . . Geo. B. Loud, Warrington.
Assistant Adjutant General . . . . Samuel W. Fox, Jacksonville.
Representative. Alternate.
*Wm. Emerson, Sorrento. David S. Neaval, Warrington.
GULF.
(Organized May 15, 1884.)
Commander . . . . . . . . ... James W. Scully, New Orleans.
Senior Vice Commander. . . . . Jas. B. Ludwick, New Orleans.
Junior Vice Commander. . . . . *Henry Schorten, Baton Rouge.
Asgistant Adjutant General . . . . A.S. Graham, New Orleans.
Representative. Alternate.

¥*Henry Schorten, Baton Rouge. A. K. Kisler, New Orleans.
Past Department Commander.
William Roy, New Orleans.

ILLINOIS.
(Organized July 12, 1866.)
Commander . . . . . . . . . .. #*Wm. W. Berry, Quincy.
Senior Vice Commander. . . . . *A. D. Reade, Batavia.
Junior Vice Commander . . . . . P. W. Wicoff, Henry.

Assistant Adjutant General . . . *J. L. Bennett, Chicago.
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Representatives.

Alternates.

*R.J. Ogelsby,(at large) Springfield. L. S. Hudson, (at large) Chicago.

*Ed. Dibble, Peoria.

*0. E. Avery, Potomac.
*A. C. Sweetzer, Bloomington.
*Benson Wood, Effingham.
*William Jackson, Elmira.
*Robert W. Smith, Chicago.
*H. P. Thompson, Chicago.
*D. L. Murdock, Fairbury.
*R. M. Smith, Springfield.
*W. L. Hart, Rockford.

*C. B. Loop, Belvidere.

John Reardon, Delavan.
*H. H. Thomas, Chicago.
*David A. Cook, Ottawa.

*E. E. Burt, Elmwood.
*C. V. Chandler, Macomb.

W. C. Kueffer, Belleville.
*A. C. Potter, Englewood.

George E. Swinscoe, Austin.
*F. A. MacDonald, Chicago.

*R. F. Wilson, Chicago.

*C. F. Matteson, Chicago.
Henry D. Field, Chicago.
G. M. D. Libby, Maplewood.
A. J. Driver, Sycamore.
J. F. Hawthorne, Oregon.
L. W. Shepard, Springficld.
Charles Miller, Tonica.
8. M. Colliday, Virginia.
John F. Milliken, Aledo.

*L. B. Coupland, Austin.
E. J. Whitehead, Austin.
Robert Curdy, Alton.
Wm. Eaton, Hutsonville.
Joseph Lawton, Grand Crossing.
J. 8. Buck, Freeport.
J. E. Johnson, Lexington.
James Donahoe, Chicago.
J. W. Kays, Abingdon.
W. H. Derthick, Belvidere.

Past Department Commanders.

Guy T. Gould, Chicago.
H. Hilliard, Chicago.

J. 8. Reynolds, Chicago.
T.

1
2
3J.8.

4 T. B. Coulter, Aurora.

5%*Edgar D. Swain, Chicago.
6*John W. Burst, Sycamore.
7*Thos. G. Lawler, Rockford.
8*Samuel A. Harper, Elmwood.
9*L. T. Dickason, Danville.

INDIANA.

(Organized November 22, 1865,

Commander . .

Senior Vice Commander. . . .
Junior Vice Commander. . . .
Assistant Adjutant General . .

Representatives.
Ben D. House, (at large)

Indianapolis.
*Amos R. Walter, Fort Wayne.
*N. C. Pressler, Columbia City.

#A. D. Vanarsdol, Madison.
*#C. F. Mozier, Bristol.

*W. H. Morse, Wabash.

#D, R. Russell, Crawfordsville.

Re-organized August 11, 1879.)

*David N. Foster, Fort Wayne.
*George W. Miller.
Joseph A. Young.

. . *Robert Stratton, Fort Wayne.

Alternates.

*A. J. Laubach, (at large)
Ft. Wayne.

J. C. Veach, Rockport.

James F. Elliott, Kokomo.
*Stephen M. Akin, Lafayette.

H. O. Perry, Bloomington.

G. R. Stormont, Princeton.

W. W. Kendall, Bird’s Eye.
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Representatives.

*H. F. Perry, Bloomington.
D. M. Ransdell, Indianapolis.
#T. H. B. McCain, Crawfordsville.
Charles E. Goodrich, Pendleton.
*P. Zinn, Fowler.
*Wm. A. Henley, Wabash.
*1. B. McDonald, Columbia City.
E. A. Jernegan, Mishwaka.
*C. F. Grant, Richmond.
*W. P. Harron, Crawfordsville.
*John Sharp, Pendleton.

INDIANA.—Continued.

Alternates.

Alfred Welshans, Danville.
Jeff. C. Patterson, Greenfield.
*Wolfe Hiresh, Attica.
T. J. Lindley, Westfield.
H. H. Ragan, Lowell.
*D. C. Anderson, Huntington.
Nicholas Ensley, Auburn.
A. T. Bliss, Laporte.
John C. Hume, Rushville.
M. D. Tackett, Greensburg.
J. E. Enlow, Underwood.

Past Department Commanders.

1 Jno. B. Hager, Terre Haute.
2 W. W. Dudley, Richmond.

3 Jas. R. Carnahan, LaFayette.
4*Edwin Nicar, South Bend.

IOWA.

(Organized September 26, 1866. Re-organized 1879.)

Commander

Senior Vice Commander. . . . .

Junior Vice Commander. . . .
Assistant Adjutant General . . .

Representatives.

*W. R. Manning, Newton.
Milo L. Sherman, Fredericksburg.
*C. L. Longley, Tipton.

. *N. Townsend, Newton.

Alternates.

*J. B. Morgan, (at large) Davenport.*G. W. Harbin, (atlarge) Waterloo.

*C. B. Stilson, Waterloo.
*W. G. Allcn, Wapello.
*John H. Munroe, Muscatine.
#*George A. Newman, Cedar Falls.
D. P. Schofield, West Union.
#(C. H. Brock, Marshalltown.
*E. M. Scott, Ottumwa.
*F. C. Squires, Mila.
*J. E. Teale, Davis City.
#George L. Wright, Dennison.
*8. R. Eddington, Eldora.
*Albert Head, Jefferson.
*J. K. Mason, Keokuk.
E. F. Sperry, Knoxville.
*W. O. Mitchell, Corning.
#John Lindt, Council Bluffs.
*Arad Thompson, Vinton.

*E. J. Babcock, Davenport.
C. A. Davis, Burlington.
*Milo Smith, Clinton.
J. H. Van Brunt, Dubuque.
*L. L. Cadwell, Decorah.
C. S. Lake, Marengo.
Samuel F. Cooper, Grinnell.
*J. G. Rounds, Des Moines.
J. B. Wells, Osceola.

*John F. Consigney, Audubon.
Geo. R. Miller, Mason City.
*Geo. F. Colcord, Sutherland.

J. 8. Gantz, Fairfield.
*G. W. Chaffa, Dexter.

L. W. Forgrave,
*W. S. Alger, Villisca.

Charles E. Putnam, Cedar Rapids.
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Past Department Commanders. *

. C. Parrott, Keokuk.

A Perkins, Burlington.
. E. Griswold, Atlantic.
. F. Conrad, Des Moines.

5*P. V. Carey, Des Moines.

6 George B. Hogin, Des Moines.
7 John B. Cooke, Caroll.
8*Edward G. Miller, Waterloo.

KANSAS.

(Organized December 7, 1866. Re-organized March 16, 1880.)

Commander . . . . . . . . ..
Senior Vice Commander . . . .
Junior Vice Commander . . . .
" Assistant Adjutant General . . .

"Representatives.
*George T. Anthony, (at large)
*A. J. Felt, Seneca.

#*W.N. Page, Leavenworth.
*Dillwyn Parker, Paola.

Leavenworth.

*Theodore Wiseman, Lawrence.

*J. D. Barker, Girard.
*W. B. Stone, Galena.
*Geo. W. Reed, Topeka.

L. E. Finch, Burlingame.
*B. R. Hogin, Bellville.

#*B. W. Jenkins, Clay Center.
*A. Paten, Beloit.
*C. J. McDivitt, Abilene.

0. O. Potter, Wellington.
*Ira D. Brougher, Great Bend.
*T. S. Stover, Iola.

W. B. Perkins, Oswego.

#*J. M. Hodge, Abilene.

*Milton Stewart, Wichita.
T. McCarthy, Larned.
*8. H. Maunder, Washington.

. *L. N. Woodcock, Wichita.

Alternates.
Phil. Porter, (at large)

J. E. Price, Sabetha.
‘W. H. Leeper, Leavenworth.
E. P. Diehl, Olathe.

W. H. Clark
Benjamin S. Henderson Sedan.
‘W. B. Scholl, Parsons.

B.F. Everett, Neoshe Falls.’
*A. A. Wheeler, Peabody.

E. C. Culp, Salina.

L. G. Tryburger, Frankfort.

L. M. Butts, Mankato.

M. Gregg, Lincoln.

*J. W. Edwards, Newton.
W. Z. Nutling, Stafford.

W. A. Cormany, Ft. Scott.
E. E. Wilson, Independence.
J. B. Blackburn,

Atchison.

*

Lewis Hanbeck, Salina. H. Pervine,
*J. A. Ask, Wichita. J. W. Rush,
Past Department Commanders. .

1 J. C. Walkinshaw, Leavenworth. 3 H. W. Pond, Fort Scott.

2 T. J. Anderson, Topeka.

"

KENTUCKY.

(Organized January 17, 1883.)

Commander . . . . . . . . . .
Senior Vice Commander . . . .
Junior Vice Commander . . . .

Assistant Adjutant General .

Geo. W. Northup, Louisville.
#D. O. Riley, Leitchfield.
*0. A. Reynolds, Newport.

. Fred. C. Losey, Louisville.
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Representatives.

*Wm. Bowman, (at large) Concord.

T. Z. Morrow, Somerset.
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Alternates.

*P. H. Keene, (at large) Newport.
W. A. Newton, Covington.

Past Department Commanders.

1*Jas. C. Michie, Covington.

2 Wm. H. Harton, Newport.

MAINE.

(Organized Jan. 10, 1868.)

Commander
Senior Vice Commander
Junior Vice Commander
Assistant Adjutant General . . .

Representatives.

*H. H. Burbank, (at large) Saco.

*A. H. Prince, Portland.

*S. W. Lane, Augusta.

#J. H. H. Hewett, Thomaston.
A. J. Smith, Togus.

*A. B. Adams, Wilton.

*G. M. Brown, Bangor.

#H. A. Shorey, Bridgton.
J. L. Chamberlain, Brunswick.

T Y

.....

*James A. Hall, Damariscotta.
*Charles E. Moulton, Auburn.
*J. O. Johnson, Liberty.

. *L. B. Hill, Augusta.

Alternates.

*C. S. Emerson, (at large) Auburn.
Gustavus Moore, Gardner.
H. C. Vaughan, Ellsworth.
Daniel Staples, Dexter.
G. O. White, Montville.
C. R. Loring, Livermore Falls.
J. Hemmingway, Springvale.
Isaac Dycr, Skowhegan.

*F. M. Drew, Lewiston.

Pust Department Commanders.

1 John C. Caldwell, Augusta.
2*A. C. Hamlin, Bangor.
3*George L. Beal, Norway.

4*tWinsor B. Smith, Portland. 1
11*Nelson Howard, Lewiston.
12*Benjamin Williams, Rockland.

5 Charles P. Mattocks, Portland.
6*Isaac S. Bangs, Waterville.

7 Daniel White, Bangor.

8* Augustus B. Farnham, Bangor.
9*Seldon Connor, Augusta.
0*Elijah M. Shaw, Great Falls, N. H,

MASSACHUSETTS.
(Organized May 7, 1867.)

Commander . . . .
Senior Vice Commander
Junior Vice Commander . . . . .

-------

Assistant Adjutant General . . . .

Representatives.

*Chas. O. Fellows, (at large) Chelsa.

*George H. Innis, South Boston.
*E. B. Loring, Boston.

*Dennis Meehan, Boston.

*#John H. Abbott, Fall River.

*Sidney C. Bancroft, Peabody.
tDeceased.

.....

*John W. Hersey, Springfield.
*Richard F. Tobin, South Boston.
Charles D. Nash, South Abington.
*A. C. Monroe, Boston.

Alternates.
W. W. Scott, (at large) Worcester.
Jos. H. Dalton, East Boston.
Jas. Burrows, Jr., Charlestown.
A. J. Sylvester, Newton. .
T. C. Lucas, Taunton.
Jas. W. Joyce, Lawrence.
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MASSACHUSETTS—Continued.

Representatives.
*Geo. D. Stiles, Lynn.
*John L. Otis, Northampton.
Henry M. Phillips, Springficld.

¥P. Allen Lindsey, Cambridgeport.

George E. Marden, Lowell.
*Geo. G. Bailey, Jr., Hyde Park.
*John C. Sullivan, Middleboro.
*Benj. M. Merchant, Fitchburg.
*Wm. S. Robinson, Worcester.
*Wm. H. Chamberlin, Pittsfield.
*Wm. H. Johnson, Haverhill.

Alternates.

Leach Clark, Ipswick.

John W. Howland, Amherst.
#J. J. Callanan, Holyoke.

T. W. Higginson, Cambridge.
*H. M. Potter, Lowell.

Lysander Wood, Stoughton.

Alonzo H. Perry, Plymouth.

Henry O. Sawyer, West Boylston.

Wm. A. Sloan, Spencer.

Peter Snyder, North Adams.

Branard Cummings, Andover.

*Horace Durgin, North Cambridge. Thos. H. Hill, Woburn.
Past Department Commanders.

1*Austin 8. Cushman, 83 Cedar St.

New York
2 A. B. R. Sprague, Worcester.
3 Francis A. Osborn, Boston.
4tJames L. Bates, Weymouth.
5 Wm. Cogswell, Salem.
6 A. B. Underwood, Newton.
7*John W. Kimball, Fitchburg.

, 8%Geo. S. Merrill, Lawrence.

. 9 Horace Binney, Sargent.

10*John G. B. Adams, Warnersville.
11tJohn A. Hawes, Fairhaven.

12*George W. Creasey, Newburyport.
13*George H. Patch,S. Framingham.
14*George 8. Evans, Cambridgeport.
15*John D. Billings, Cambridgeport.

MARYLAND.

(Organized January 8, 1868.
Commander
Senior Vice Commander
Junior Vice Commander
Assistant Adjutant General . . .

Representatives.
*A. G. Alford, (at large) Baltimore.
*John W. Worth, Baltimore.
*George F. Wheeler, Baltimore.

Re-organized January, 1876.)

. *John W. Horn, Baltimore.

. *George W. F. Vernon, Baltimore.
. William H. Foreman, Woodbury.
. ¥Thos L. Matthews, Baltimore.

Alternates.
Charles Kitz, (at large) Baltimore.
Jacob Todd, Port Deposit.
S. W. Day, North East.

Past Department Commanders.

1 Edwin T. Danaker, Baltimore.
2 Adam E. King, Baltimore.

3 E. B. Tyler, Calverton.

4 Wm. E. Griffith, Cumberland.

5 W. E. W. Ross, Baltimore.

6 Graham Dukehart, Baltimore.
7 Jno. H. Suter, Baltimore.

8 Frank M. Smith, Baltimore.

MICHIGAN.
(Organized May 6, 1868. Re-organized, 1879.)

Commander
Senior Vice Commander
Junior Vice Commander

Asgistant Adjutant General . . .
{Deceased.

. *Charles D. Long, Flint.

. George L. Fisher, Fowlerville,

. H. F. Higgins, Petoskey.

. *0. F. Lochhead, Flint.
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Representatives.

*D. W. Hitchcock, (at large)
Midland.

A. M. Holt, Detroit.

*B. F. Graves, Adrian.

*W. W. Van Antwerp, Jackson.

*Rob’t F. Hill, Kalamazoo.

*Geo. Cook, Grand Rapids.

*Geo. P. Sanford, Lansing.

*J. 8. Farrar, Mt. Clemens.

*John Northwood, Saginaw City.

*C. A. Munn, Big Rapids.

*H. Tupper, Bay City.

*Lorin Roberts, Traverse City.

*Frank McElroy, Lapeer.

*H. S. Dean, Ann Arbor.

*E. P. Gibbs, Grand Haven.

15
Alternates.

A. B. Darragh, (at large)
St. Louis.
T. 8. Clark, Lansing.
*H. Hitchcock, Lyons.
A. T. Bliss, Saginaw City.
A. Goebel, Detroit.
S. M. Hamilton, Adrian.
J. S. Holmes, Grand Ledge.
L. M. Ward, Benton Harbor.
S. 8. Rideout, Spring Lake.
S. B. Daboll, St. Johns.
L. W. Hinman, Lapeer.
John A. Harris, Mt. Pleasant.
Chas. H. Hodskin, Manistce.
W. H. Miller, Harbor Springs.
Hiram Spicer, Frankfort.

Past Department Commanders.

1*C. V. R. Pond, Quincy.

2 A.T. McReynolds, Grand Rapids.

3*Byron R. Pierce, Grand Rapids.

4*Qscar A. Janes, Hillsdale.
5*Rush J. Shank, Lansing. '

MINNESOTA.

(Organized August 14, 1867.

Commander
Senior Vice Commander
Junior Vice Commander
Assigtant Adjutant General . . .

Representatives.

*E. M. Pope, (at large) Mankato.
#F. S. McDonald, Minneapolis.
*C. C. Whitney, Marshall.
*W. F. Sutherland, Austin.
*M. H. Sessions, Minneapolis.
*Edward Simonton, St. Paul.

R. W. Jacklin, Waterville.

Re-organized May 18, 1880.)

*R. A. Becker, St. Paul.
*Wm. Thomas, Mankato.
Geo. S. Canfield, Brainard.

. *H. A. Norton, Minneapolis.

Alternates.

James Cannon, (at large) Mankato.
George P. Johnston, St. James.
0. B. Skinner, Minneapolis.
W. G. Byron, Minneapolis.
Robert Scarf, Pipe Stone.

*C. H. Mcro, Ortonville.
Theodore Sander, St. Paul.

Past Department Commanders.

1*Henry G. Hicks, Minneapolis.
2 Adam Marty, Stillwater.

3*John P. Rea, Minneapolis.
4*E. C. Babb, Minneapolis.
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MISSOURI.
(Organized May 16, 1867. Re-orgahized 1881.)

Cominander
Senior Vice Commander
Junior Vice Commander
Assistant Adjutant General . . .
Representatives.

‘Wm. T. Sherman, (at large)
St. Lo

...........

uis.
*Christian Stawitz, St. Louis.
#*E. G. Granville, Kansas City.
J. M. Hurley, Carthage.
*G. M. Martin, Brookfield.
*W. G. Terrill, Harrisonville.
*B. A. Dunn, Maryville.
S. L. Harrison, Boliver.
W. P. Robinson, Bethany.

*Nelson Cole, St. Louis.
*C. W. Whitehead, Kansas City.
*E. E. Kimball, Nevada.

. *John McNeil, St. Louis.

Alternates.
Thomas G. Fletcher, (at la;
( Stl.‘ge L)ouis.

‘Wm. Mathie, North Springfield.
*G. W. Fitzpatrick, Kansas City.

C. W. Scott, Kansas City.

L. P. Williamson, Independence.

C. H. Harris, Hannibal.

Jerre McQuade, Wellsville.
*E. Boucher, Mt. Vernon.
#*Hiram Smith, Cameron.

Past Department Commanders.

1 William E. Warner, Kansas City.

2 W. F. Chamberlain, Hannibal.

MONTANA.
(Organized March 10, 1885.)

Commander )
Senior Vice Commander
Junior Vice Commander
Assistant Adjutant General . . . .
Representative.

#Ela. C. Waters, Glendive.

...........

Thomas P. Fuller, Helena.
James H. Mills, Deer Lodge.
Curtis E. Price, Fort Custer
John Moftit, Helena.
Alternate.

*L. S. Willson Bozeman.

NEBRASKA.

(Organized January 25, 1877.

Commander
Senior Vice Commander
Junior Vice Commander
Assistant Adjutant General . . .
Representatives.
*T, S. Clarkson, (at large) Schuyler.
J. W. Small, Fairfield.
*#J, F. Warner, Homer.
#A. Allee, Omaha.
#8, B. Jones, Omaha.
W. H. H. Myers, Falls City.
*B. F. Smith, Junieta.

.....

*A. V. Cole, Junieta.
*J. H. Culver, Milford.
*J. B. Davis, Wahoo.

. *S. J. Shirley, Junieta.

Alternates.

*L. D. Stilson, (at large) York.
*C. D. Richardson, Palmyra.
G. W. O’Brien, Omaha.
N. Edwards, Seward.
M. Shuman, Alma.
'W. Liveringhouse, Grand Island.
. 0. Dungan, Minden.

*

J.
J.
J.
w



GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC. 17

Past Department Commanders.
1*Paul Van Der Voort, Omaha. 4 8. J. Alexander, Lincoln.
2 J. W. Savage, Omaha. 5 J. C. Bonnell, Lincoln.
3 R. H. Wilber, Omaha. 6 H. E. Palmer, Plattsmouth.

NEW HAMPSHIRE.
[Organized May, 1868.]

Commander . . . . . . . . . . . *Marcus M. Collis, Portsmouth.

Senior Vice Commander . . . . . *George Farr, Littleton.

Junijor Vice Commander . . . . . *QOtis C. Wyatt, Northfield.

Assistant Adjutant General . . . . *George E. Hodgdon, Portsmouth.
Representatives. Alternates.

*T. B Crowley, [at large] Nashua. $R. R.Davis, [at large | Wolfsborough

#J. B Sanders, Dover. #*C. N. Drake, Bristol.

*A. A. Forbush, Manchester. *J. F. Grimes, Hillsborough.

*A. L. Hall, Newport. *Wm. Montgomery, Hopkinton.

*Daniel Stevens, Colebrook. *J. W. Lang, Meredith.

Past Department Commanders.
1 Wm. R. Patten, Manchester. 7*Alvin S. Eaton, Nashua.
2*D. J. Vaughan, Portsmouth. 8*Chas. J. Richards, Suncook.

3*Jas. E. Larkin, Concord. 9tGeorge Bowers, Naghua.
4*Aug. H. Bixby, Francestown. 10*Martin A. Haynes, Lake Village.
5*Wm. H. Trickey, Dover. 11*John C. Linehan, Penacook.
6 Timothy W. Challis, Manchester.
: NEW JERSEY. )
[Organized Jan. 1868.]
Commander . . . . . . . . . .. *Henry M. Nevius, Red Bank.
Senior Vice Commander . . . . . *Wm. B. E. Miller, Camden.
Junior Vice Commander . . . . . *S. N. Rockhill, Bordentown. N
Assistant Adjutant General . . . . *Jno. L. Wheeler, Red Bank.
Representatives. Alternates.
3T, J. Armstrong, [at large] J. A. Sproul], [at large]
Jersey City. Passaic.
#Chas. F. Kirker, Paterson. *E. F. Brainard, Newark.
*A. M. Way, New Brunswick. John R. Grubb, Camden.
#*E. B. Richards, Trenton. Benj. O. Horton, Elizabeth.
*John F. Lovett, Trenton. T. P. Rockett, Jersey City.
C. H. Benson, Jersey City. ‘Wm. H. Howard, Newark.
*Wm. Rightmire, Camden. C. E. Merritt, Mount Holly.
Past Department Commanders.

1 Wm. Ward, Newark. 6 Richard H. Lee, Camden.
2#Chas. Burrows, Rutherford. 7 E. W. Davis, Newark.

3 Jno. Mueller, Newark. 8 Sam’l. Hufty, Camden.

4 Geo. W. Gile, Bordentown. 9 Chas. Houghten, Metuchen.
5*E. L. Campbell, Trenton. 10*Geo. B. Fielder, Jersey City.

1Deceased.
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NEW MEXICO.
[Organized July 13th, 1883.]
Commander . . ... ... ... *J. J. Fitzgerrell, Las Vegas.
Benior Vice Commander . . . . . A. J. Bahney, Socorro.
Junior Vice Commander . . . . . S. H. Bogardus, Wallace.
Assistant Adjutant General . . . . John C. Bromagem, Las Vegas.
Representative. Alternate.

*J. W. Crawiord, San Marcial. W. N. Smith, Albuquerque.
Past Department Commanders.
1 Henry M. Atkinson, Santa Fe. 2 E. W. Wynkoop, Santa Fe.

NEW YORK.

[Organized April 3, 1867.]

Commander
Senior Vice-Commander
Junior Vice-Commander

Assistant Adjutant General . . .

Representatives.
*M. T. McMahon, [at large]

New York City.

*Chas. Orr, Buffalo.
*N. A. Beadle, Pulaski.
H. E. Turner, Lowville.
*J. A. Adlington, Rochester.
*Geo. A. Cantine, Syracuse.
*John Kohler, Utica.
John A. Savery, Auburn.
*Doctor Tarbell, Ithica.
Samuel Dunham, Little Valley.
Geo. S. Conger, Gouverneur.
S. H. Stafford, Oneida.
Geo. 0. Mead, Walton.
Thos. Merriman, Syracuse.

James H. Jenkins, Mount Vernon.

*Jos. W. Kay, Brooklyn.
*Thos. B. Rutan, Brooklyn.
*Joseph H. Barker, New York.
*James Campbell, Green Point.
*Wm. DeLacy, New York.
Geo. F. Gardner, New York.
*P. Hays, Brooklyn.
#P, Fitzpatrick, Cannonsville.
#Dennis Suliivan, City Island.

..........

o e e e

*H. Clay Hall, Little Falls.
*Chas. W. Cowtan, Brooklyn.
‘Wm. B. Stoddard, Norwich.

. *Q. P. Clarke, Utica.

Alternates.

F. Lansing, [at large]
Watertown.

*M. D. Hartford, Ilion.

Geo. R. Bevans, New York.

Andrew Ferguson, Cobleskill.

J. C. Richmond, Oneonta.

L. F. Hall, Napanock.

A. Bird, Ellicottsville.

Chas. Parkhurst, Sand Bank.

0. P. Wilcox, Sackets Harbor.
W. A. Rose, Richburgh.

A. M. Plimpton, Hornellsville.

M. V. Van Buskirk, Genoa.
*J. L. Follett, Brooklyn.

*Jas. C. Johnson, New York.
George Parker, New York.
Thos. Cochran, New York.
Geo. Fancher, New York.

E. A. Nash, Little Valley.
#Thos. B. Odell, New York.
*T. Dasey, Little Falls.

E. B. Vail, Brooklyn:

*E. J. Stapleton, New York.
*E. J. Atkinson, New York.

Harvey W. Bell, East Albany.
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NEW YORK—Continued.

Representatives.
*Hugh M. Gartlan, New York.
#James B. Fisk, New York.
#James S. Graham, Rochester.
*Thos. Purcell, Gloversville.
sJohn H. Walker, New York.
#A. H. Spierre, Albany.
*A. M. Michael, Albany.
*M. J. Bunnell, Dansville.

Alternates.
*Wm. A. Copp, New York.
Joseph Stiner, New York.
M. J. Stover, Amsterdam,
A. 8. Coey, Redfield.
*Fred Cossom, Albany.
George W. Smith, Lake George.
H. W. Garsney, Bath.
Geo. F. Morse, Nyack.

Past Department Commanders.

1 Daniel E. Sickels, New York..
2#John C Robinson, Binghamton,
3*Henry A. Barnum, New York.
4*Stephen P. Corliss, Albany.
5*John Palmer, Albany.

6*James Tanner, Brooklyn.

7 Wm. F. Rogers, Buffalo.

8tJames McQuade, New York.
9 L. Coe Young, Binghamton.
10 Abram Merritt, Nyack.
11 James S. Fraser, New York.
12*John A. Reynolds, Rochester.
13*Ira M. Hedges, Haverstraw.

OHIO.
(Organized Jan. 30, 1867.)

Commander
Senior Vice Commander
Junior Vice Commander
Assistant Adjutant General . . .

Representatives.

C. N. Avery, (at large) Cincinnati.

#C. H. Grosvenor, Athens.
*J. F. Kumler, Toledo.

#*A. L. Conger, Akron.

*J. St. J. Clarkson, Dayton.
#Aquilla Wyley, Wooster.

S. A. Whitfield, Cincinnati.
#J. W. O’Neall, Lebanon.
#Thomas Bishop, Middletown.
#J. 0. Winship, Cleveland.
#Frank Bruner, Cincinnati.

*L. H. Williams, Ripley.
*M. L. Edwards, Salem.
*W. M. Williamson, Covington.
*F. C.Deitz, Zanesville.
J. H. Cole, Tiffin.
#*H. M. Neil, Columbus.

J. 0. McGowan, Youngstown.

#*G. W. Chase, Newark.

P. F. Zeise, Middleport.
{Deceased.

. *R. B. Brown, Zanesville.

. *D. P. Bosworth, Marietta. ’
. *M. J. Sloan, Warren.

. *H. A. Axline, Zanesville.

Alternates.

Wm. McKinley, (at large) Canton.
S. H. Bright, Logan.

J. W. Evans, Gallopolis.

J. S. Rhoads, Fort Recovery.
R. G. Lybrand, Delaware.

*J. K. Homer, Galion.

‘Wm. McCutcheon, Bucyrus.
P. D. Reefy, Elyria.
*T. J. Lindsey, Washington C. H,
. R. Stewart, Fostoria.
. L. Campbell, Cambridge.

. W. Brooks, McComb.

. J. Higby, Bedford.

R. P. Kennedy, Bellfountaine.
A. Young, Fremont.

Charles Wentzell, Cincinnati.
William Bigham, Seville.
*Frank Hatton, Delta.

G. C. McConnell, Sullivan.
#J. P. Dry, Upper Sandusky.

soohj
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Representatives. Alternates.
*W. H. H. Gorham, Greenwich. E. 8. Reigle, Arlington.
*R. T. Delo, Springfield. W. L. Curry, Marysville.
*E. Nigh, Ironton. J. B. Lindsay, Elmore.
*L. H. Stewart, Perry. W. P. Armstrong, Wyoming.
*Wells S. Jones, Waverly. J. . Chapman, Nat’'l Mil’y Home.
*Milton McCoy, Kinnikinick. F. R. Wilson, Toledo.
*H. L. Morey, Hailton. E. Carson, Hillsboro.
*R. H. Cochran, Toledo. J. M. Dalzell, Caldwell.
. Past Department Commanders.
1 Thos. L. Young, Cincinnati. 6tJames B. Steedman, Toledo.
2 J. Warren Keifer, Springfield. 7 David W. Thomas, Akron.
3 A. C. Voris, Akron. 8#John 8. Kountz, Toledo.

4tWm. Earnshaw, Nat’l Mil. Home, 9*Chas. T. Clark, Columbus. .
Dayton. 10*H. P. Lloyd, Cincinnati.
5 James H. Seymour, Hudson.

OREGON.
(Organized Sept. 28, 1882.)

Commander . . . . . . . . . .. F. H. Lamb, Portland.
Senior Vice Commander . . . . . J. C. Cooper, McMinnville.
Junior Vice Commander . . . . . H. M. Gregory, Astoria.
Asgistant Adjutant General . . . . Z. W. Christopher, Portland.

Representative. Alternates.
*George C. Sears, Portland. *M. J. Morse, Portland.

*A. J. Bellows, Roseburg.
Past Department Commanders. -

1 N. 8. Pierce, Portland. 3 F. J. Babcock, Salem.
2 G. E. Caukin, Portland.
PENNSYLVANIA.
(Organized January 16, 1867.)

Commander . . . . . . . .. .. *Austin Curtin, Roland.
Senior Vice Commander . . . . . *A. P. Burchfield, Allegheny.
Junior Vice Commander . . . . . *F. J. Amsden, Scranton.
Assistant Adjutant General . . . .*Thomas J. Stewart, Norristown.

Representatives. Alternates.

*J. P. 8. Gobin, (at large) Lebanon.
*Joseph Gregson, Philadelphia. *John B. Cooley, Philadelphia.

*George G. Boyer, Harrisburg. Samuel Loeb, Germantown.
*A. J. Sellers, Philadelphia. *Robert Chadwick, Chester.
*N. G. Wilson, Gettysburg.. _ *A. M. K. Storie, Philadelphia.
Wm. A. Stone, Allegheny. *G. J. R. Miller, Philadelphia.
J. E. Pettibone, Girard. J. B. Agnew, Tionesta.
Q. F. Benson, Watsontown. *J. H. Timpson, Equinunk,

{Deceased.
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Representatives. Alternates,

#1. B. Brown, Corry. *W. R. Householder, Lebanon.
E. J. Caine, Conshohoken. Charles W. Gerwig, Allegheny.
W. W. Ames, St. Marys. *R. T. McCord, Pittsburgh.

H. C. Teeter, Braddocks. William T. Barks, Pittsburgh.
*A. M. Clarke, Delta. : L. G. McCauley, Westchester.

*A. C. Reinoehl, Lancaster. Wm. H. Lockhart, Allegheny.

*Henry Harding, Tunkhannock. = *Thomas Dinan, Williamsport.

*J. N. Sutman, Monongahela. John Hoerr, Pittsburgh.

*A. F. Thompson, Lykens. William McClelland, Pittsburgh.

*Maurice E. Fagan, Philadelphia. =~ William Dwyer, Oil City.
George B. Thatcher, Philadelphia. Robert Fowler, Pittsburgh.

0. L. Jackson, Newcastle. *Samuel Starr, M. D., Chester.
William F. Aull, Pittsburgh. *William M. Jordan, Mt. Pleasant.
*B. F. Woodhouse, Philadelphia. = E. G. Carpenter, Philadelphia.
*Ezra Ripple, Scranton. A. B. Howell, Easton.
*Richard Rahn, Pottsville. Thomas G. Jones, Pittsburgh.
H. B. Hackett, Philadelphia. F. E. Steese, Pine Grove.
*Joseph K. Davison, Philadelphia. *George R. Hart, Philadelphia.
D. Stewart Elliott, Everett. John M. Hughes, Williamstown.
*John T. Garman, Philadelphia. J. S. Martin, Mifflintown.
*Wm. H. Lanius, York. William Keuhn, Minersville.
‘Wm. E. Miller, Carlisle. *Wm. W. Potts, Pottsville.
W. Hayes Grier, Columbia. John W. Eckman, Port Kennedy.
*Wm. H. Horrocks, Philadelphia. *L. H. Fassett, Franklin.
*L. W. Lord, Equinunk. C. B. Schmidt, Philadelphia.
W. C. Howe, Franklin. *John G. Troop, Philadelphia.
Rev. W. W. Wilson, Kittaning. *J. B. Davis, M. D., Shenandoah.
H. D. Potts, Harrisburg. *Jacob Bestwick, McKeesport.

Past Department Commanders.
1*Louis Wagner, Philadelphia. 9 Chas. T. Hull, Athens.

2 A. L. Pearson, Pittsburgh. 10 George L. Brown, Minersville.
3 0. C. Bosbyshell, Philadelphia. 11*C. W. Hazzard, Philadelphia.
4*R. B. Beath, Philadelphia. 12*John Taylor, Philadelphia.
5 A. Wilson Norris, Philadelphia. 13*J. M. Vanderslice, Philadelphia.
6 W. W. Tyson, Allegheny. 14*E. 8. Osborne, Wilkes-Barre.
7 James W. Latta, Philadelphia. 15 F. H. Dyer, Washington.
8 S. Irwin Given, Philadelphia.
POTOMAC.

(Organized February 11, 1869.)

Commander . . . . . . . . .. *N. M. Brooks, Washington, D. C.

Senior Vice Commander . . . . *J. B. Burke, Washington, D. C.
Junior Vice Commander . . . . *J. W. Wisner, Washington, D. C.
Assistant Adjutant General . . . *John C. 8. Burger, Washington, D. C,



.
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Representatives. Alternates.
#Charles H. Ingram, (at large) #Marcus S. Hopkins, (at large)
‘Washington. Washington.

*Daniel A. Grosvenor, Washington. *M. Emmet Urell, Washington.
*James M. Pipes, Washington. *Elias Spear, Washington.

Past Department Commanders.
1*Frank H. Sprague, Washington. 6*C. C. Royce, Troy, Ohio.
2%B. F. Hawkes, Washington. 7*William Gibson, Washington.
3*A. H. G. Richardson, Washington. 8*S. S. Burdett, Washington.
4*George E. Corson, Washington. 9*D. 8. Alexander, Washington.
5*Harrison Dingman, Washington.

RHODE ISLAND.

(Organized March 24, 1868.)

Commander . . . . . . . .. .. *Eugene A. Cory, Providence.

Senior Vice Commander . . . . . *T. A. Barton, Providence.

Junior Vice Commander . . . . . *Alonzo E. Pierce, Pawtucket.

Assistant Adjutant General . . . . *E. Henry Jenks, Providence.

Representatives. Alternates.

*William D. Mason, (at large) George Carmichael, Jr., (at large)
Providence. Shannock.

*F. B. Butts, Riverside. *D. F. Longstreet, Providence.

Past Department Commanders.
1 Horatio Rogers, Providence. 8 Fred. A. Arnold, Providence.

2*Charles R. Brayton, Providence. 9 Henry R. Barker, Providence.
3*Elisha H. Rhodes, Providence. 10*Charles C.Gray, Providence.
4 Edwin Metcalf, Providence. 11 HenryF. Jenks, Pawtucket.
5*Edwin C. Pomeroy, Providence. 12*Phillip S. Chase, Providence.
6 Charles H. Williams, Providence.13 A. K. McMahon, Newport.

7 Henry J. Spooner, Providence.

TENNESSEE AND GEORGIA.

(Organized February 26th, 1884.)

Commander . . . . . . . . . .. *Edward S. Jones, Nashville, Tenn. -
Senior Vice Commander . . . . . *W.S. Marshall, Chattanooga, Tenn.
Junior Vice Commander . . . . . *Chas. L. Wilson, Atlanta, Ga.,
Assistant Adjutant General . . . . *Wm. J. Watson, Nashville, Tenn.
Representatives. Alternates.
#1.. Lum Clark, (at large) *John Lawrence, (at large)
Chattanooga, Tenn. Nashville, Tenn.

#*John R. Lewis, Atlanta, Ga. *S. Herbert Lancey, Atlanta, Ga.
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TEXAS.
(Organized March 25, 1885.)
Commander . . ... ... ... W. D. Wylie, Dallas.
Senior Vice Commander . . . . . F. K. Sturgis, Galveston.
Junior Vice Commander . . . . . *F. W. Bradley, Ft. Worth.
Asgistant Adjutant General . . . . George W. Hynson, Dallas.
Representative. Alternate.
*Charles Emery, Ft. Worth. F. K. Sturgis, Galveston.
UTAH.
(Organized October 18, 1884.)
Commander . . . .. ... ... *H. C. Wardleigh, Ogden, Utah,
Senior Vice Commander . . . . . E. Sells, Salt Lake City, Utah.
Junior Vice Commander . . . . . G. M. Parsons, Hailey, Idaho.
Assistant Adjutant General . . . . H.T. Snyder, Ogden, Utah.
Representative. / Alternate.
*M. D. Freeman, Ogden Utah. Case Broderick, Boise City, Idaho.

Past Department Commanders.
1 G.C. Douglass, Salt Lake City, Utah. 2 Ransford Smith, Ogden, Utah.

VERMONT.

(Organized October 23, 1868.)
Commander . . . ... ... .. *W. L. Greenleaf, Burlington.
Senior Vice Commander . . . . . *C. E. Graves, Bennington.
Junior Vice Commander . . . . . *H. K. Ide, St. Johnsbury.
Assistant Adjutant General . . . . James B. Scully, Burlington.

Representatives. Alternates.
H. E. Tayler, (at large)Brattleboro.*ITugh Henry, (at large) Chester.
*C. D. Gates, Cambridge. *J. G. Morse, Cambridge.
John C. Stearns, Bradford. *H. E. Perkins, St. Albans.
*E. T. Woodard, Rutland. *L. G. Kingsley, Rutland.
i Past Department Commanders.
1*fW. W. Henry, Burlington. 5*J. H. Goulding, Rutland.
2 W. G. Veazey, Rutland. 6*George W. Hooker, Brattleboro.
3* Stephen Thomas, Montpelier. 7*A. B. Valentine, Bennington.
4 T. 8. Peck, Burlington. 8 C. C. Kinsman, Rutland.
VIRGINIA.

(Organized February 12, 1868.)
Commander . . . . ... .. .. *Henry De B. Clay, Newport News.
Senior Vice Commander . . . . . Frank Kulp, Nat’l Mil’y Home, Va.
Junior Vice Commander . . . . . Rufus S. Jones, Hampton.
Assistant Adjutant General . . . . Wm.P.Sands, Nat'l Mil’yHome, Va.

{Deceased.
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Representatives. Alternates.
*Edgar Allan, (at large) Richmond. Frank Williams, (at large)
William F. Palmer, Norfolk. National Military Home, Va.

Walter S. Wilson, Norfolk.
Past Department Commanders.

1 S. B. Kenny, Portsmouth. 6*Richard Bond, Portsmouth.

2 William N. Eaton, Portsmouth. 7tW.Henry King, San Francisco,Cal.
3 Wm. H.Appenzeller,Porthmouth 8 H. Carlisle, Knoxville, Tenn.

4 William Ryder, Portsmouth. 9*P. T. Woodfin, Soldiers’ Home.

5 R. J. Staples, Portsmouth. 10 B. C. Cook, Richmond.

WASHINGTON TERRITORY.
(Organized June 20, 1883.)

Commander . . . . . . . . ... A. M. Brookes, Seattle.
Senior Vice Commander . . . . . C. H. Stone, Tacoma.
Junior Vice Commander . . . . . G. A. Miller, Colfax.
Assistant Adjutant General . . . . A. E. Alden, Seattle.
Representatives. Alternates.

T. C. Bell, (at large) Vancouver. C. H. Stong, Tacoma.

#0. B. Johnson, Seattle. George W. Tibbets, Seattle.
Past Department Commanders. .

1 George D. Hill, Seattle. 2*Henry A. Morrow, Sidney,Nebraska

WEST VIRGINIA.
(Organized September 12, 1868. Re-organized February 20, 1883.)

Commander . . . . . . . . ... C. B. Smith, Parkersburg.
Senior Vice Commander . . . . . John Carlin, Wheeling.
Junior Vice Commander . . . . . Lee Haymond, Clarksburg.
Assistant Adjutant General . . . . H. V. Daniels, Martinsburg.
Representatives. Alternates.
I. H. Duval, (atlarge) Willsburg. *J. L. Ruhl, (at large) Parkersburg.
#8. F. Shaw, Parkersburg. F. C. Crago, Wheeling.

Past Department Commanders.
W. H. H. Flick, Martinsburg.

WISCONSIN.
(Organized September, 1866.)
Commander . . . . . . . .. .. *James Davidson, Sparta.
Senior Vice Commander . . . . . E. M. Rogers, Viroqua.
Junior Vice Commander . . . . . W. T. Haight, Waukesha.
Assistant Adjutant General . . . . *Philip Cheek, Jr., Baraboo.

tDeceased.
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Representatives. Alternates.
*James Cumberlidge (at large), *G. L. Wakefield (at large), .
Manitowoc. Durand.
*#J. Henry Tate, Viroqua. J. R. West, Evansville.
*John H. Powers, Baraboo. *W. S. Stanley Jr., Milwaukee.
C. C. Dow, Portage. O. F. Weaver, Beayer Dam.
*M. Griffin, Eau Clare. C. N. Davis, Merrillan.
Charles Newburg, Beloit. Robert A. Scott, La Crosse.
*8. C. Chase, Reedsburg. S. D. Blake, Black River Falls.
*W. B. Moffitt, Delavan. E. D. Rogers, Necedah.
*W. J. Rambusch, Juneau. Thomas McCaul, Tomah.
*0. B. Chester, New Lisbon. W. A. Wyse, Reedsburg.

Past Department Commanders.

1*A.J. McCoy, Kansas City, Mo. 6 John Hancock, Oshkosh.
2*Henry G. Rogers, Milwaukee. 7 Griff. J. Thomas, Berlin.

3 Thomoas S. Allen, Oshkosh. 8 Herbert M. Enos, Waukesha.
4 Edward Ferguson, Milwaukee. 9*Phillip Cheek, Jr., Baraoo.
5*Geo. A. Hannaford, Milwaukee.

The address of the Commander-in-Chief was then read
and referred, and is as follows:

Address of the Commander=in-Chief.

CoMRADES :—In calling to order our Nineteenth Annual
Encampment, I greet you as the representatives of that grand
and patriot army, which accomplished more for the advance-
ment of civilization and the rights of man than any other army
in the history of the world. I also greet you as the representa-
tives of an organization, which is to-day accomplishing more to
relieve the distress and sufferings caused by the war in which
you were engaged, than all other associations combined.

When we recall how we were gladdened and how large
the figures appeared four years ago, when Commander-in-Chief
Wagner reported a membership of nearly seventy thousand
comrades, how much more must our hearts rejoice to-day, and
how much greater cause have we for congratulation to find that
the Order now enrolls a membership of more than two hundred
and eighty-five thousand of the survivors ot the Union Army.
Asweexchange congrafulations upon the splendid success of the
past, the vigorous and healthy condition of the presentand the
bright prospects for the future, our hearts go out in grateful
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thanksgiving to the Author of all Good for the preservation of
our lives and the continued prosperity of the Grand Army
of the Republic.
REPORTS.

I invite your attention to the reports of the officers, which
show in detail the work of their several departments.

All the officers have given me their earnest support and
heartiest co-operation, and have discharged their respective
duties in a thorough manner, deserving the highest commenda-

tion.
MEMBERSHIP.

March 31, 1884, 36 Departments reported 4,323 Posts and
233,595 members. March 31, 1885, 38 Departments reported
5,026 Posts and 269,684 members. This statement includes the
last quarter of the administration of Comrade Beath.

The report of the Adjutant General shows our membership
to be 285,637. During my term, embracing a period of but
11 months, there have been added to the rolls by muster 66,729
members, by reinstatements and transfers 20,355; totalincrease
87,084. When we take into consideration the fact that for four
months of this time the country was engaged in an exciting
Presidential contest, and also that business everywhere has
been depressed, and when it is borne in mind that the Grand
Army has been passing through a ripening process, and is
to-day stronger and healthier than ever before, we may justly
rejoice at this substantial gain and evidence of continued growth
and prosperity.

In an organization of this character a certain number of
losses by suspension are to be expected, but it is submitted that
the very large number of 54,292 members reported by the Adju-
tant General, as suspended during the year, is due in great
measure to the negligence and inefficiency of Post officers who
fail to discharge the duties imposed.upon them by the Rules
and Regulations and their official obligations.

FINANCES. .

Attention is called to the report of the Quartermaster Gen-
eral, wherein it will be seen that rigid economy has been prac-
ticed, and that our finances arein excellent condition. Incompar-
ison with last year our profit from sale of badges has been less,
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yet after paying the two items of unusual expense, viz: $1,012.50
for printing for distribution report of Pension Committee,
ordered by last Encampment, and $1,948.07 for cannon, we have
on hand June 9, 1885, a cash balance of $15,163.60—being a
gain of $1,865.05. The disposition of this large fund should
receive the careful attention of this Encampment, and it is my
belief that there should be no further increase of funds at
National Headquarters.

In this view it is well to consider whether all printed sup-
plies should not be furnished free to Departments, and they be
required to furnish them free to Posts.

At least $10,000 of the balance on hand should be invested
in safe municipal or other securities, that will yield a larger
annual earning than we are now realizing. .

OFFICIAL VISITS.

The Council of Administration, at a meeting after the
adjournment of the Eighteenth Annual Encampment, urged the
Commander-in-Chief to make, during the year, as many official
visitations to different sections as possible, making a liberal
appropriation for that purpose. Acting upon this advice,
the following Departments have been visited during the cur-
rent year:

Maine, ‘Wisconsin,
New Hampshire, Illinois,
Vermont, Towa,
Massachusetts, Minnesota,
Connecticut, Kansas,
Rhode Island, Nebraska,
Delaware, Colorado,
Maryland, Dakota,
Pennsylvania, Utah,
Potomac, California,
New York, S Montana,
New Jersey, Oregon,
Virginia, Washington Territory,
- Tennessee and Georgia, The Gulf,
Ohio, Missouri,
Indiana, West Virginia,

Michigan, Kentucky.
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This is the largest number of Departments ever visited by
any Commander-in-Chief. I have also met Posts in Wyoming
and Nevada, and have traveled more than thirty thousand
miles. The only Departments not v1snted are Florida, Ar-
kansas and New Mexico.

Everywhere,in the East and in the West,in the North and
in the South, I have received the most cordial greetings, and can-
not refrain from taking this opportunity to express to the com-
rades my sincere appreciation of the fraternal courtesies, warm
soldierly welcomes; and generous receptions extended, for all
which they shall ever be held in grateful remembrance.

Because of the liberality of the railroad companies and the
generous hospitality of the comrades, my expenses for these
journeys have been, to the Grand Army of the Republic, only
about one-fourth™ the amount appropriated for this purpose.

ORIGINATOR OF THE GRAND ARMY.

The question having been raised as to whether the late
Comrade Dr. B. F. Stephenson, of Springfield, Ills., was really
the first mover in the organization of the Grand Army of the
Republic, it is deemed but simple justice to his memory, as
well as to his family and comrades, to here give the resolution
adopted by the Department Encampment of Illinois, held at
Springfield, July 12, 1866. It is as follows:

‘WHEREAS, We, the members of the Grand Army of the Republic,
recognize in Maj. B. F. Stephenson, of Springfield, Ill., the head and
front of the organization; be it therefore

Resolved, That for the energy, loyalty and perseverance manifested
in organizing the Grand Army of the Republic, he is entitled to the
gratitude of all loyal men, and that we, as soldiers, tender him our
thanks, and pledge him our friendship at all times and under all
circumstances.

In his Blue Book, Comrade Beath also gives the credit to
Comrade Stephenson for suggesting the idea of the organization
and making the draft of the first ritual.

BADGES.

During the past eleven months there have been issued
50,864 badges, which has yielded to the National Encampment
a profit of $6,600, the badges having been contracted for at
twenty-seven cents a piece. This is lower than any former
contract price.
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It will be seen that the sale of badges provides a large
revenue, which saves necessity to increase the per capita tax,
and thus every comrade is pecuniarily interested in procuring
badges through National Headquarters. In addition to this
question of revenue, every comrade should feel a just pride
in wearing a badge manufactured from captured cannon, and
in no other way can they obtain a genuine captured-cannon
badge. In this connection it is proper to recall the resolution
of the Eighteenth National Encampmert, especially prohibit-
ing comrades from wearing any other membership badge than
that supplied by National Headquarters.

Commander-in-Chief Beath reported to the last Encamp-
ment as having contracted with the Ordnance Department for
the twelve bronze pieces of rebel cannon which have been
delivered to us, weighing in all 10,253 pounds, for which we have
paid $1,948.07. The pieces are all of Confederate manufacture
and gave evidence of hard usage.

For the Hon. Robert T. Lincoln, Secretary of War, Gen-
eral Stephen V. Benet, Chief of Ordnance, and Past Department
Commander Alexander, of the Department of the Potomac,
who kindly interested themselves in securing these cannon, we
have had prepared and presented to each a profile cast of Ex-
Presidents Lincoln and Garfield, made of cannon metal and
handsomely framed. These were prepared and presented without
charge, on behalf of the National Encampment, by Comrade
J. K. Davison, of Philadelphia.

DECISIONS.

In accordance with the opinions rendered by the Judge Ad-
vocate General, I have made the following decisions:

1. A Post may adopt By-Laws fixing certain nights for the muster
of recruits, and having regularly adopted such a By-Law, may refuse to
muster a recruit who presents himself for muster upon any other night.

2. A Post Commander, whose Post was disbanded in 1874, and he
did not join another Post until 1883, lost all honors and privileges
acquired by having been Post Commander, and was not, upon again
joining the Order, entitled to a seat in the Department Encampment
by reason of his being a Past Post Commander of such defunct Post.

3. There is no provision in the Rules and Regulations authorizing
a member of the Council of Administration of a Department to dele-
gate his official powers to another by proxy.
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4. A comrade who has been dropped from the rolls of a Post on
account of non-payment of dues for a year or more, is no longer a mem-
ber of the Grand Army of the Republic; and the Post of which he was
a member has no jurisdiction over him for any purpose, except to
receive his application for re-instatement.

5. A Department Encampment having provided by its By-Laws
duly enacted, for a Relief Fund, to be raised by assessments and dona-
tion, and a Board to manage and disburse the same, a subsequent
Encampment cannot, by a new resolution framed by a majority vote,
transfer the money in this Relief Fund to its General Fund.

6. In the absence of any action by the Department Encampment
fixing the time and place for holding its annual meetings, the power to
fix the time and place therefor devolves upon the Council of Admin-
istration. .

7. An officer who was by order of the President dishonorably dis-
missed from the army June 10, 1864, and whose disability to re-enter
the army attaching to this order was removed by another order dated
« July 29, 1879, is not eligible to membership in the Grand Army of the
Republic. ’

8. After an applicant has been duly elected, but before he has been
‘mustered, he should so conduct himself as to convince the comrades of the
Post that he is unworthy of membership in the Grand Army of the Repub-
lic, they may, by a vote of the Post, ask the Department Commander to
set aside the ballot by which such applicant was elected, and it is law-
ful for him to set such ballot aside.

9. A person who served during the war for the suppression of the
Rebellion only as a citizen or volunteer aide on the staff of a general offi-
cer, without having been commissioned or mustered into the army, is
not eligible to membership in the Grand Army of the Rzpublic.

Your attention is called to that portion of the Judge
Advocate General’s report which refers to the irregularity of
comrades and Post officers in addressing questions for decision
direct to National Headquarters, instead of to their Depart-
ments,

TITLES.

I here desire to introduce the substance of a letter written
by me to a distinguished comrade early in my administration,
briefly embodying my views upon the growing evil of the misuse
of titles:

“I sincerely trust that Grand Army journals everywhere will take
position to mould a sentiment among the comrades against the lavish
misuse of titles. Not only is the writer spoken of in the press as “Gen-
eral,” but nearly all letters and documents received by him come
addressed in the same way, or by some other designation of rank to
which he has never attained. While no comrade more highly than he
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honors the soldier who has worthily won and worn rank and title in the
army, yet, in justice to such, to the rank and file, and to the fact, he
reminds all that his line of duty was in the ranks of the armies of his
country, wherein he believes faithful service is a distinction and honor
of which any American citizen may justly feel a glowing pride.”

Experience has strengthened these views and they are
earnestly commended to the National Encampment. '

THE VETERAN’S RIGHTS UNION.

I heartily endorse the organization known as the “Veteran’s
Rights Union,” which has already accomplished much in secur-
ing from those in authority some recognition of the claims of
those, who, when duty called, risked their lives for the preser-
vation of the Republic. The noble purpose and unselfish
patriotism of this organization is shown by the fact that its
members are pledged not to be candidates for any office, nor
to originate any application for office. The aims and objects of
the organization are to secure to our comrades their rights and
privileges under sections 1754 and 1755, of the Revised Statutes
of the United States, and section 3, chapter 287, laws of 1876.
In other words, the Union urges, as it rightfully may and ought,
that when other qualifications are equal, the soldier should be
preferred, because he was a soldier.

THE SONS OF VETERANS,

The purposes of this organization are patriotic and in full
fruition may do a great work; yet conviction strengthens with
years, that it should be entirely independent of the Grand
Army of the Republic. The worthy sons of patriot sires, will
by self-control better learn a manly self-reliance, and I do not
favor any kind of merging of any other association with ours.
I am opposed to the perpetuation of the Grand Army, believing
the mission of our great comradeship will have been fulfilled
when the last comrade has joined the final muster out.

NOT A PROSCRIBED SOCIETY.

Knowmg that there is nothing in the Grand Army of the
Republic inconsistent with the most exacting personal duty or
the strictest religion, I deemed it for the interest of the Order to
appoint a special committee to lay its nature and workings
before the ' proper Catholic ecclesiastical authorities of the
United States, that they might know our organization has
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nothing to conceal and that our purposes are commended by all
who understand them.

I appointed as such committee Comrades W. S. Rosecrans
of California, M. T. McMahon of New York, and J. C. Linehan
of New Hampshire, and have the pleasure to here present their
report as follows:

JOHN S. KOUNTZ,
. Commander-in-Chief, G. A. R., Toledo, Ohio.

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:—As Chairman of the Committee appointed
by you to consult with the proper authorities of the Catholic Church
in our country, I have the honor to

REPORT.

That in fulfillment of that duty I corresponded with the other
members of the Committee, and thereupon addressed letters to the Pri-
mate, the Most Rev. Archbishop ‘Gibbons, of Baltimore, and Arch-
bishop Ryan, of Philadelphia, stating to them that while we did not

" expect to ask any endorsement or ecclesiastical approval of our Society,
we were anxious to have its nature so understood that it might be
known to all confessors that Catholics might, lawfully and with good
conscience, be members thereof.

In response to their kindly suggestions I furmshed ample explana-
tions, written and printed, showing that our association was for the
noble objects of cultivating among its members the spirit of Fraternity,
Charity and Loyalty, and in its nature temporary. I also conversed

" with other Archbishops, Bishops and theologians, and have the pleas-
ure to inform you that it was the opinion of every one with whom I
conferred that the Society of the Grand Army of the Republic, as
now organized and conducted, is not, in the ecclesiastical meaning of
the phrase, ‘“a secret society,” and that Catholics may, with all good
conscience, belong to it.

I congratulate our Order that, in the opinion of such dispassionate
judges, we have builded as we intended, an association so broad, liberal
and just that it may be worthy the great Republic for which we have
periled our lives, and for which so many have shed their blood. I
congratulate you also for happily having undertaken the good work of
eliciting these expressions of opinion, so important to the honor and
future welfare of our Order. W. S. ROSECRANS,

Chairman of Special Committee.

The Church of the United Brethren, in Conference, decided
that there is no objection to their members uniting with
our organization, and we are advised that the United Presby-
terians have left the matter to the conscience of their individ-

ual members.

WasHINGTON, D. C., March 15, 1885.
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THE WOMAN'S RELIEF CORPS.

It has been my privilege during the year to make frequent
visits to National Headquarters Woman’s Relief Corps, and to
visit a number of Departments of this patriotic auxiliary to the
Grand Army, and to learn something of the work accomplished
by these loyal women in perfecting the organization which hag
steadily grown throughout the year, and which now has twenty-
two permanent and three Provisional Departments, with sub-
ordinate Corps in nearly all the States where the Grand Army
exists. Knowing the great work accomplished by the ladies
in my own city, and their efficient help in the charitable work
of my Post, I have always been a firm believer in woman’s
work for the Grand Army. After the election of Mrs. Kate B.
Sherwood as National President, I invitéd her to establish
National Headquarters with ours at Toledo, and the invitation
having been accepted it gave us an excellent opportunity to
observe the entire work of this administration, and we bear
cheerful testimony to the untiring zeal and earnest work of
the officers for the advancement of their organization, and its
humane purposes. Wherever the Woman’s Relief Corps has
met the encouragement from our comrades that it so richly
deserves, it has made excellent progress and been an inval-
uable help in our fraternal and charitable work. 1 was
especially pleased to obscrve the splendid condition of the
organization on the Pacific slope, the work achieved in a single
year in all that vast territory, and the hearty appreciation
of its work by the comrades in the great West. The Wo-
man’s Relief Corps is faithfully fulfilling its mission, and while
we welcome all who would aid us in our great work, under
whatsoever name, I cordially commend this representative
organization of loyal ladies to the continued confidence and
respect of the Grand Army of the Republiec.

MEMORIAL DAY.

Memorial Day becomes more hallowed as it is more
observed. It is a day sacred to the memory of the virtues and
noble sacrifices of tho dead. It is a day for the living to plant
and water anew a purer purpose and a more tender devotion to
family, friend and country. I wish it might soon be a day when
all over our land it shall be observed by all peoplefor like pur-

3
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pose and with like devotion. The tenderness and resolves born
of such a day will strengthen us for all the days to come, and
inspire a patriotic purpose in the minds of our children which
will stand as a bulwark for liberty and free institutions for all
time. While the observance of Memorial day was wide-spread
and increased interest seemed to pervade all classes of citizens,
I am sorry to note the disposition of some to mar the day which
is 80 dear to every loyal heart, by making it the occasion for
frivolity and amusement. It should not be allowed to degen-
erate into a day for camp-fires, sports, picnies and races, and
take the character of the Fourth of July or other National holi-
days. It is matter for regret that instances of such desecration
of the day have occurred, and it is earnestly hoped thatin future
the comrades of the Grand Army, at least, will refrain from
this violation of the day set apart to revere the memories of
our fallen comrades. Let us not throw off the tinge of sacred
gadness that clusters about Memorial day, but let it live as the
day of sweet remembrances of our comrades whose lives went
out that this free government might be preserved to coming

generations.
GENERAL GRANT.

We give our heartiest greetings and most fraternal sym-
pathy to the noble Chieftain, whose heart grandly responded
when duty called and melted in compassion when mercy pleaded;
who at Appomattox led our armies to final victory and whose
great military genius is everywhere recognized. And we rejoice
that to his family, to us and to the world, is still spared our
beloved and illustrious comrade, Ulysses S. Grant.

POLITICS.

Last September, when the country was agitated by one of
the most exciting political contests ever known, and after two
Posts had violated the law of the Grand Army by participating
in political demonstrations, the following admonition was issued
in General Orders:

“While it must be conceded by all that no class of citizens have a
higher right to freely express their political opinions and take part in
the campaign as their convictions shall dictate, than those who through
unselfish patriotism went forth to save the Nation, yet the Commander-
in-Chief deems it his duty to remind comrades that the Grand Ariny of
the Republic is strictly non-partisan.”
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The Order further declared that

“The wearing of a Grand Army badge or uniform at a political
meeting is in the highest degree improper, and comrades should refrain
from so offending against the spirit of our Rules and Regulations ”

Comrades who love the Grand Army will not permit the
use of the organization as such, even in the most remote degree
for partizan purposes. Let us not forget that it has taken
many years to recover from the almost death blow the Order
received in consequence of Posts participating in politics.

After the promulgation of General Orders No. 4, September
13, no complaint of Posts taking part in political demonstra-
tions, or other violation of the Rules and Regulations upon the
subject, was reported to National Headquarters.

PENSION LEGISLATION.

The failure of the Forty-eighth Congress to pass the Mex-
ican Pension bill with amendments, is to be regretted. So far
as the provisions of the bill related to the soldiers of the Union
army, it met with almost universal approval, and the Pension
Committee of the Grand Army believing its passage would
bring much needed relief to many broken-down and suf-
fering comrades, agreed to drop all other pending pension
propositions for the time being, and concentrate all the influ-
ence of the Grand Army in favor of this measure, which em-
braced many of the Committee’s recommendations.

In-response to General Orders No. 11 and the circular of
the Pension Committee, nearly half a million signatures were
obtained praying Congress to promptly pass the bill. The
NatioNAL TRIBUNE in this connection rendered conspicuous
service by placing petitions in aid of the bill, and securing
more than one hundred thousand signatures. Itisto he hoped
that no efforts will be relaxed to secure the legislation so ably
matured and urged by our Pension Committee.

That justice may be alike done, I am in favor of so amend-
ing the pension laws that every disabled soldier entitled thereto,
shall receive a pension from the date of his disability.

STAFF AND PERSONAL.

While my sincere acknowledgments are due to all the offi-
cers for their harmonious co-operation in the work of the year,
I especially recognize the conscientious services of Comrade
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Alcorn, Adjutant General, whose work, although unusually
laborious, owing somewhat to the fact that the clerk for his
office was dispensed with, has been well performed. Attention
is called to the recommendations made by this officer, and in
which I heartily concur.

Comrade John Taylor, Quartermaster General, has dis-
charged the responsible duties of his office with characteristic
fidelity and efficiency.

To Judge Advocate General, Comrade Austin, I am
indebted for valuable assistance. He has devoted much time to
the work, and has, whenever called upon, cheerfully responded.
He accompanied me on official visits to fifteen Departments,
and his companionship will always remain with me a pleasant
memory.

Comrade O. A. Janes, Inspector General, has discharged
the duties of his office in an efficient and satisfactory manner.

To Comrade Samuel Wells, Chairman Transportation Com-
mittee, Comrade J. M. Hall, General Passenger and Ticket
Agent of the Wheeling and Lake Erie Railroad, and Comrade
J. G. Everest, Southern Passenger Agent of the Chicago, Mil-
waukee & St. Paul Railroad, who have secured many cour-
tesies from the Railroad Companies for National Officers
during the year, I give my sincere thanks. I am also greatly
indebted to Mr. O. W. Ruggles, General Passenger and Ticket
Agent of the Michigan Central Railroad, and Mr. M. C.-Roach,
Southern Passenger Agent, M. C. R. R,, for unusual courte-
sies. With rare exceptions the railroads have been exceed-
ingly obliging, extending many courtesies to the National
Officers which has tended to materially reduce the transporta-
tion expenses of Headquarters.

When chosen to this exalted station, I promised to do my
utmost to promote the interests of this great Comradeship. In
returning to the ranks I am conscious of no faith broken or
pledge unkept. This evening of another year’s march toward
the close of life’s enlistment, finds us once again in friendly
meeting and fraternal counsel. As we scan the rolls and glance
along the ranks we see an army of new faces and names which
more than fill the vacant places. But as we review the line
of the year’s marches and battles, we find that many have strag-
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gled by the way, and we mark the transfer of many more to
that sacred silent army on the other side. It is generous
to believe that the great mass of those who stand on the
suspended list, are there from necessity. Many of them, are
in the decline of life; the changing seasons and the rolling
years are adding to the stings of wounds or broken health;
opportunities lost while in the army, or not offered when
the war was over, have left many with broken energies or
scanty store. The wife and children of many need every penny
earned by the soldier husband and father, and then are often
not half clothed or fed. There are other causes of which the
world little knows, which keep many comrades away and cause
many to drop from the ranks. Be it ours to search them out
and help them to a better lot and life. '

Comrades, it will always be a source of pleasure and pride
to look back upon the yearin which I had the honor of serving
you as Commander-in-Chief. The associations and experiences
will ever be among the brightest of life’s memories. Comrades,
may the God ot Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty, preserve and

"prosper our organization until the last muster out of the last
member of the Grand Army of the Republic.

Comrade R. B. Brown, of Ohio—
CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I ask unanimous consent now to
offer the following :

Resolved, by the Nineteenth National Encampment of the Grand
Army of the Republic, assembled in the City of Portland, Maine,
representing 300,000 soldiers and sailors in the United States, that in
this the first hour of our assembly we tender to the distinguished
comrade, soidier and statesman General Ulysses 8. Grant, our profound
sympathy in his continued illness, and extend a soldier’s greeting to
our beloved Commander and Comrade, who has for months endured
unspeakable agony with that characteristic fortitude that has challenged
the admiration of the world.

I move the adoption of the resolution.

Comrade Henry B. Pierce, of Massachusetts—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF-—Bcfore this paper is referred I ask
the privilege of the floor for a few moments. I have a letter
which I hold in my hand which will explain itself:
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[ i Bosron, June 21, 1885.
Hox~. Henry B. Pi1ERCE:

Learning that you are the member of the National Council of
Administration of the Grand Army of the Republic from Massachusetts,
I have the honor to enclose herewith a series of resolutions concerning
General Grant, and to request you to present the same at the next
National Encampment to be held in Portland, Maine, upon the 24th
inst.

Faithfully yours,
DAVID W. HITCHCOCK.

The resolutions are as follows:

Resolved, That the illness of General Grant has attracted the atten-
tion of the whole country. He has the unlimited sympathy of the people,
and all hearts throb with pain and sorrow such as Americans never
before experienced ; nevertheless had it not been for the protracted
. poignancy of the sufferings he has endured, he never would have known
the extent of the unbounded affection and inflexible love in which heis
held by his admiring comrades and grateful countrymen.

Resolved, Ifthe great Captain had lived in England and rendered
such a service to that country as he hasto our own, he would have becn
regarded as the leading citizen and elevated to the pecrage, and large
sums of money would have been voted to him by that proud and power-*
ful nation. Daniel Webster declared that England’s morning drum-
beat could be heard round the globe ; but what is that, compared with
what we know, that all loving and American hearts will forever beat
in tender, sacred gratitude for what has been done for this nation by
Ulysses S. Grant. Let him be crowned with laurels, and his name
transmitted with perennial honor.

Resolved, As a just tribute of our appreciation of the immortal deeds
of the great soldier, and to aid in his being held in perpctual and de-
lightful recollection, we hereby pledge ourselves to observe henceforth
the 27th day of April, as his birthday; and we cordially request all
members of the Grand Army of the Republic, all Veterans both North
and South, numbering more than a million men, all our countrymen
who are now enjoying the blessings of peace which have been secured
by his skill and heroism, to unite with us in thatdelightful and Heaven-
born duty  All know that he is with us, and still a great sufferer. Not
a murmur has escaped those blessed lips. He is almost within the
portals of the celestial city. He needs no telephone to hear the music
from golden harps—no telescope to discover the delectable mountains
and the pearly gates. Through his unbounded faith he is assured of all
the joys and happiness which Heaven his future bome affords, and yet
he is waiting, waiting for marching orders.

I ask that these be referred to a committee.
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Comrade C. H. Grosvenor, of Ohio—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I hoped that I would not be called
upon to participate in a discussion about the choice of language
in which this matter should be put; but while I cannot but
commend the splendid rhetoric of these resolutions, coming from
some person who is not a member of this Encampment, I think
we ought not to give away, but ought to adopt the simple
language of the resolution of Comrade Brown. I move the
adoption of that resolution.

Comrade R. B. Beath, of Pennsylvania—

I know that there are in this Encampment at the present
time—at least I am satisfied—that there are as many as twenty-
five or thirty different sets of resolutions in reference to the
condition of our Comrade U. S. Grant. I know a comrade has
prepared aresolution for the appointment of a special committee
to which shall be referred all these resolutions, that they may
prepare a report conveying the sense of this Encampment. I
would suggest that Comrade Fairchild present his resolution.

Comrade James Tanner, of New York—

I think that the voice and sentiment of the great majority
of the members of this Encampment are responsive to every
word of the resolution first offered by the comrade from Ohio.
(Applause.) We nced no time, sir, to give expression to our
feelings. When Grant gave us the order in the years gone by,
we followed him at once and without question. Now let
our hearts leap out. ILet us have no formality, except such
as is absolutely necessary. (Voices, “ Good.”) There is in
this Encampment of soldiers who never failed to rise when
he called, a sentiment and ability sufficient to pass the resolu-
tion of condolence with our old Commander without any ref-
erence to a committee. (Applause.) Let us send them
out over the wires throughout the United States, in a few
moments, and let the world know that the inspirations of our
expressions of sympathy to Grant come instantly and from the
heart. They will go with added force, from the fact that our
response is quick, sharp, and on the moment. (Great applause.)
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Comrade Wagner, of Pennsylvania— -

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF AND CoMRADES—There is one very
important—

Comrade Grosvenor, of Ohio—

I rise to a point of order. My point of order is that I have
demanded the previous guestion.

Comrade Wagner—

I am sure that Comrade Grosvenor will pardon me. This
resolution speaks of him as a soldier and stateman, but does not
mention the fact that he is a member of the Grand Army of the
Republie.

Comrade Brown, of Ohio—

“Comrade Grant” is distinctly mentioned in the resolution.
(Voices: “Read it.”)

Resolved, By the Nineteenth National Encampment of the Grand
Army of the Republic, assembled in the City of Portland, Maine,
representing 300,000 ex-soldiers and sailors in the United States,
that in this first hour of our assembly we tender to the distinguished
comrade, soldier and statesman, General Ulysses S. Grant, our profound
sympathy in his continued illness, and extend a soldier’s greeting to
our beloved Commander and Comrade, who has for months endured
unspeakable agony with that characteristic fortitude that has challenged
the admiration of the world.*

The main question was ordered, and the resolution was
adopted amid applause and cheers.

Comrade Tanner—

I move that the Adjutant General be instructed to telegraph
this resolution at once.
Comrade Barnum, of New York—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—Instead of the Adjutant General,
a staff officer, communicating with the old Commander, I sug-
gest that our own Commander-in-Chief in person, communi-
cate with him, and I move that as an amendment,.

The motion as amended was carried.

Comrade Lloyd, of Ohio—

I desire to introduce a very short resolution of sympathy
#*General Grant died July 23, 1885, at 8 o’clock A. M.
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with another distinguished Commander of the Grand Army,
our Past Commander-in-Chief, Rev. William Earnshaw, who is
lying very ill, and possibly at his end : *

‘WaEREAS, We have learned with deep regret of the very dangerous
illness of Rev. William Earnshaw, Past Commander-in-Chief of the
Grand Army of the Republic, therefore,

Resolved, That this National Encampment hereby expresses its
sincere sympathy with Comrade Earnshaw in hissufferings, and assures
him of the continued affection of all the comrades, and of their fervent
prayer for his complete restoration to health.

Resolved, That a copy of this preamble and resolution be sent by the
Adjutant General by telegraph to Comrade Earnshaw.

The resolution was adopted and a dispatch sent to Comrade
Earnshaw in accordance therewith.

The Commander-in-Chief announced the appointment of
the following Committees:

On the Address of the Commander-in-Chief—

D. S. Alexander,. . . . . . . . . .Potomac.
John C. Linehan, . . . . . . . . .New Hampshire.
Ira M. Hedges,. . . . . . . . .. .New York.
David N. Foster, . . . . . . . . . .Indiana.
R. H. Warfield,. . . . . . . . California.
On the Report of the Adjutant Gcncral——
Thomas J. Stewart,. . . . . . . . . Pennsylvania.
John Cameron,. . . . . . . . . . . Potomac.
O. F. Lockhead, . . . . * - . . . . Michigan.
C. B.Stilson,. . . . . .. ... . . Iowa.
Thomas L. Mathc\\s Coe . . Maryland.
On the Report of the Judge Advocate General—
H. P Lloyd,. . ... ... ... .Ohio
Henry M. Nevins, . . . New Jersey.
A.B.Beers,. . . ... ... ... .Connecticut.
Samuel Harper,. . . . . . . . . . . Pennsylvania,
Isaac E. West, . . . . . . . . . . .Dakota.
On Rules and Regulations—
R. B. Beath,. . . . .. . ... . .Pennsylvania.
R.B. Brown,* - . . .. .. ... .Ohio
Henry A. Barnum .+« .+ .....NewYork.

*Past Commander-in-Chief Wm. Earnshaw died July 17, 1885, at 8
o’clock A. M.
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J. L. Bennett,. . .. . ... .. . Illinois.
Henry E. Taintor, . . . . . . . .. Connecticut.

On the Report of the Inspector General—
George S. Evans, . . . . . . . . . . Massachusetts.
A.B. Valentine, . . . . . . . . ... Vermont.
Theodore Wiseman,. . . . . . . . . Kansas.
O. A Reynolds, . . - - . . . . . .. Kentucky.
A . H. Prince,. . . . . ... .. .. Maine.

On the Report of the Quartermaster General—
W. S. McNair,. . . . . . .. . . . Delaware.
S.B.Jones,. . . . ... ... .. .Ncbraska.
R. A Becker, . . . . . . ... ... Minnesota.
Philip Cheek,Jr.,. . . . . . . . .. Wisconsin.
Eugene A. Corey, . . . . . . . . .. Rhode Island.

On Resolutions—Henry B. Pierce, Chairman, Mass.
Thomas Boles, . . . . . . . . . .. Arkansas.
James A. Waymier, . . . . . . . .. California.
AV.Bohn,. . . . ... ... ... Colorado.
Frank D. Sloat, . . . . . . . . . .. Connecticut.
J.C.Gipson,. . . . . . . . .. . .Dakota
Daniel Ross, . ... . . ... . . . . .Dclaware.
William Emersoa, . . . . . . . . .. Florida.
Henry Schorten, . . . . . . . . .. Gulf.
John A. Logan. . . . . . . . . ... Illinois.
Robt. Stratton, . . . . . . . . . .. Indiana.
W.R. Manning, . . . . . . ... .. Towa.
George T. Anthony, . . . . . . . .. Kansas.
James C. Michie,. . . . . . . . .. Kentucky.
A.C.Hamlin,. . . . .. .. .. .. Maine.
John W. Horn,. . . . . . ... Maryland.
B.F.Graves, . . . . .. . ... .. Michigan.
E M Pope,. . . . ... ..... . Minnesota.
Christian Stawitz, . . . . . . . . .. Missouri.
Ela C. Waters, . . . . . . . . . .. Montana.
J. H. Culver,. . . . . . . .. ... Nebraska.
Marvcus M. Collis, . . . ... . . . .. New Hampshire
George B. Fielder, . . . . . . . . .. New Jersey.

J. W.Crawford,. . . . .. . . ... New Mexico.
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John Palmer, . . . . . . . . . ... New York.
C. H. Grosvenor, . . . . . . . . .. Ohio.
George C. Sears, . . . . . . . ... Oregon.
Chill W. Hazzard,. . . . . . . . .. Pennsylvania.
C.C.Royee,. . . . . . . . .. ... Potomac.
Charles R. Brayton, . . . . . . . .. Rhode Island.
John R. Lewis, . ... ... . . . . .Tenn & Georgia
F. W. Bradley, . . . . ... .. .. Texas.
H. C. Wardleigh,. ... . . . . . .. Utah.

*J.H. Goulding, . . . . . . . . . .. Vermont.
Edgar Allan,. . . . . . . ... ... Virginia.
O. B. Johmnson,. . . . . . . . . .. Washington Ter.
John LRubl,. . . . . ... W. Virginia.
Geo. A. Hannaford, . . . . . . . . . ‘Wisconsin.

Comrade A. M. Sawyer, of Portland—

I would state that the Executive Committee have arranged
an excursion for the benefit of the Encampment, to take place
on Friday morning, after your session. You will leave the city
at 10 o'clock. Tickets will be distributed to you during the day
or to-morrow, and we wish to have every member of the
Encampment present with us, as we propose to give you a
State of Maine clam-bake.

Comrade Chill Hazzard, of Pennsylvania—

I would like to ask the Chairman of that Committee if the
business of this Encampment shall be concluded by Thursday
noon, if that excursion cannot take place on Thursday after-
noon?

Comrade Sawyer—

I would state for the benefit of the comrade that it would
be impossible; that all the arrangements are made for Friday.
A clam-bake is one of those institutions that have to be figured
some days ahead, and our lobsters and clams have to be taken
for the clam-bake.

Comrade Hazzard—

Of course; I beg your pardon. I don’t know how long it
takes to bake a clam. (Laughter.)
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Comrade Sawyer—

If the comrade will remain over until Friday we will edu-
cate him up and let him know how long it takes to make a
clam-bake. ’

The reports of officers were then presented, as follows, and
referred to the appropriate Committees:

Report of Senior Vice Commander=-in-Chief.

OFFICE OF SENIOR VicE CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF, G. A. R.
MinNEaPoLIs, MINN., June 15, 1885.

W. W. ALCORN,
Adjutant General.

CoMRrADE :—I have tho honor to submit the following brief
report of my services during the official year now about to close.

The duties devolving upon me were not of a character
requiring any special mention. Inaddition tothat of Minnesota
it was my privilege to attend but a single Annual Encampment,
that of the Department of Tennessee and Georgia, held at
Chattanooga, Tenn., in February last. I found the affairs of that
Department in a most satisfactory condition, and the comrades
that gathered in from the mountains and valleys of the new
South, to attend its Encampment, thoroughly imbued with the
true spirit, and alive to the noblest purposes of the Grand Army
of the Republic. Ibelieve the day is not far distant when loyal
East Tennessee will show as full a roster of membership in our
Order as any other section of the Republic of equal population.
Congratulating the Commander-in-Chief upon the satisfactory
results of his earnest efforts, and the gratifying prosperity which
has marked his administration, and thanking him, yourself and
the entire staff for the uniform courtesies received,

I am very respectfully,
JOHN P. REA,
Senior Vice Commander-in- Chief,
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Report of Junior Vice Commander=in-Chief.

OFFICE oF JUNIOR VICE CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF, G. A. R.
NEew Britain, Conn., June 1, 1885.
W. W. ALCORN,
Adjutant General.

CoMRADE:—I beg leave to submit the following short
report of my observations in Grand Army matters for the year.

It was a great pleasure to me to have been able to visit
some of the Departments, and to acknowledge the courtesies
extended. Also to witness the marked success that has followed
the present administration in these Departments.

DEPARTMENT OF CONNECTICUT.

In the Department of Connecticut, prosperity continues,
and with comrades showing such fidelity and earnestness for
its advancement, the Order must prosper. There is a Soldiers’ -
Home located in Newton in“the town of Darien; it was estab-
lished by the soldiers’ friend, Benjamin Fitch, Esq., who left a
large fund for its support, aided also by generous contributions
from the State. It is well kept, everything neat and clean,
good sleeping quarters, plenty to eat, the old veterans are well
clothed, and seem content and happy.

The reports from this Department, now at National Head-
quarters, show a large increase in Posts and membership, and
a determination to push forward the good work.

DEPARTMENT OF MASSACHUSETTS.

It was well said when this was called a “magnificent
Department.” It was organized May 7th, 1867, and is with-
out doubt one of the most thoroughly organized Departments
in the Order, and should be cmulated by others. It has
a membership of 14,277 Comrades in good standing, 159 Posts.
It has been my pleasure and privilege to visit several Posts in
this Department, each giving promise of a brilliant future.

DEPARTMENT OF VIRGINIA.

It was a special pleasurc to me to'visit this Department. A
Department in whose borders sleep in alien graves 105,048
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of our former comrades, and of this vast number over one-half
sleep in graves marked unknown. This Encampment of the
dead is ngver broken, and those who sleep thero rest in peace.
As you move about among them they hear not, but by some
divine power onc can think they see, and are glad that they
are not forgotten. It was truly said, could we but transport
the territory which hold their sacred dust to the locality of the
homes desolated by their death, how many millions of loving
hands and hearts would annually unite in erecting a floral
monument in memory of their lives, and the cause in which
they laid them down. The comrades in this Department have
a great work, not only in looking after the graves of their dead
comrades, but they are called upon by comrades of other
Departments. The great battle-fields must be seen, and who
like an old comrade of the locality can do the duty, and he is,
and has been, only too willing. Phil Kearney Post, No. 10, of
Richmond, has taken upon itself to raise and establish a per-
manent memorial fund sufficient to aid materially in the fre-
quent demand upon their fraternity and charity. Asa meansto
this end the Post has obtained a large number of Confederate
relics, which they will dispose of to the comrades of other
Departments. This Department deserves great praise for the
enthusiastic interest manifested, and the continued earnest
efforts put forth to increase the standing for the Order.
DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF.

This Department is not large in numbers, but taking into
account its locality—so few that are eligible—we must admit it
has done a noble work. The officers and comrades of the
Department are untiring in their efforts and zeal to the Order.

In conclusion, I desire as the representative of the
National .Headquarters on these occasions, to say that I have
received the warmest of fraternal greeting everywhere.

To each and all I tender the thanks of a grateful heart,
and good wishes for the future. Again I offer congratulations
" on the marked success achieved during the present administra-
tion,

1 have the honor to remain, in F.; C. and L.,
IRA E. HICKS,

Junior Vice Commander-in- Chief.



GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC. 47

Reportkof the Chaplain-in-Chief.

Orrick oF THE CuarLAIN-IN-CHIEF, G. A. R.
PorrLAND, MAINE., June 24, 1885.

W. W. ALCORN,
Adjutant General.

CoMRADE:—I have the honor to submit to the National
Encampment the following report as Chaplain-in-Chief of the
Grand Army of the Republic: ’

The duties of this office are not very clearly defined in the
Rules and Regulations, but so far as I have understood them or
they have been made known to me, I have endeavored faithfully
to perform them.

I have delivered a large number of addresses and discourses
on various occasions, more especially in the Departments of
Michigan and Indiana, and also in the Departments of Nebraska,
Kansas and Missouri. Last Sunday, by invitation of the
committee having in charge the arrangements for this Encamp-
ment, I preached a sermon in the First Baptist Church,
Portland, Me., before a large assembly of G. A. R. Posts, and
officers and representatives of the various Stato Departments.

I have maintained an extensive correspondence on subjects
relating to the general welfare of the Order, and so far as other
engagements would permit, have tried to respond to every call
of duty pertaining to the office which I have the honor to hold.

On examining the published proceedings of the various State
Departments, especially the reports of Department Chaplains,
and the statistics furnished by the Assistant Adjutants Gieneral,
the fact is established that the death rate among our comrades
is increasing. In the natural course of cvents this is not a
surprising thing, but something to be expected. Itis a score
of years since we laid down our arms at the close of the war.
The elasticity of youth is gone. The infirmities of age are
creeping on, in too many cases prematurely, because of the
effect of wounds, or discase contracted while in active service;
and so we wmust expect that henceforth our ranks will be rapidly
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reduced, until the defenders of the Union will live only in the
Sons of Veterans.

And it is not alone from the rank and file that many are -
passing away. Many of those who led us through conflict to
victory have bowed to the mandate of death.

Even the honored name we had always greeted with
acclamation and applause, we have been mentioning with
subdued voice, as with bated breath we have waited to see him
yield obedience to the last enemy who never surrendered to
mortal foe. With thankful hearts we rejoice that he is yet
with us, and let us pray that the day be far distant when U. S.
Grant, the Nation’s Hero, shall be counted among the dead.

The rapid growth of public sentiment in favor of Memorial
Day, and the general participation of all classes of citizens in
the observance of the day we have set apart to the memory of
our fallen comrades, is an indication that the popular heart is
with us in this special feature of our organization. It has
become so thoroughly one of the established institutions of the
whole country that its perpetuity is assured. As we, who yet
survive, are called away, we can go down to our graves confi-
dent that they will not be left unmarked and unnoticed, nor
our deeds be forgotten.

‘We are members of an organization, feeble in its beginning,
but powerful to-day, not only in the strength and dignity of
numbers, but also in character and influence, and in ability to
mould public sentiment, and direct it to a true appreciation of
the wants and rights of the citizen who was a soldier when our
imperiled country needed soldiers.

May the God of Nations who led us through perilous times
and gave us the victory, now give us wisdom, so to use our
dearly bought privileges, as to be able to promote the highest
good and greatest prosperity, not of a section but the whole
country, not of a party but of all the people.

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L.,
T. M. SHANAFELT,
Chaplain-in- Chief.
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Report of the Surgeon General.

OFFICE OF THE SURGEON GENERAL, G. A. R.
AvrTooNA, Pa., June 22, 1885.

W. W. ALCORN,
' Adjutant General.

ComrADE :—The position of the Surgeon General, since the
action of the National Encampment that assembled at Indian-

~ apolis, has been one that since that time, no specific duties
attached to it. And yet the earnest worker in the Order has
“alarge field in which to labor. I have earnestly endeavored
to do all that lay in my power, to advance the interest of the
Grand Army of the Republic, and aid the men who battled for |,
the preservation of the Union. '

I confess that I feel a great amount of embarrassment in
detailing to you, in way of a report, what my own labors have
been, fearing it may savor of egotism.

Ihave met and attended, in company with the Commander-
in-Chief, the celebration of Grand Army Day, in Philadelphia,
Pa. I have traveled in the interest of the Order 3,084 miles.
I have written in the interest of the old soldiers 431 letters. I
have delivered ten public and one Memorial Day addresses. I
have placed in the homes for Disabled Veteran Soldiers seven
comrades, and placed four children of deceased soldiers in the
Soldiers’ Orphan Schools. I have made official visits to twenty-
three Posts. I have rendered gratuitous medical and surgical
services to the familics of destitute comrades, that according to
“fee bill,” represents a cash value of $391.00.

I would earnestly urge upon the Encampment some action,
to the end that all Post Surgeons be required to report to their
Medical Directors the actual cash value of medical and surgical
gervices rendered to the families of destitute soldiers, in way
of charity; that the Medical Directors be required to compile the
same, and report it to the Surgeon General, he reporting to the

National Encampment, that the Order, and especially the world
. 4
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at large, may see that we are what we so proudly claim to be, a
charitable organization.

I also would urge upon the Encampment, that Posts be
forbidden to elect non-professional men to the office of Post
Surgeon, as it is absurd to place in position and give a title to
an officer who has no claims to such title, and it only can bring
ridicule upon such Posts as do so.

I have earnestly striven to do an honest duty, during my
term of office. As I retire to the ranks of the Order, it will be
with no less ardor, no less devotion in its welfare.

Yours in F., C. and L.
WM. D. HALL,

p ' ' Surgeon General.



Adjutant General’s Report.

HEADQUARTERS GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC,
Torrpo, OHio, JUNE 15, 1885.

JOHN S. KOUNTZ,
Commander-in-C hief, Grand Army of the Republic.

CoMRADE:—In compliance with Rules and Regulations, I
respectfully submit the following report of the present strength
of the Order, its gains and losses for the year, and a summary
of the business transacted in the Adjutant General’s office.

The strength of the Grand Army of the Republic in good
standing as shown by official reports of the quarter ending
March 31, 1884, was 36 Departments, 4,257 Posts and 233,824
members.

On March 31, 1885, 38 Departments reported 5,026 Posts and
269,684 members in good standing. A net gain for the year of
2 Departments, 769 Posts, and 35,860 members.

NEW DEPARTMENTS.

During your administration, two additional Departments -
have been created, viz:: Montana and Texas.

The former was organized at Helena, Montana, March
10, 1885, by Comrade Thomas P. Fuller, acting by special orders
from these Headquarters, as a Provisional Department Com-
mander, and consists of 12 Posts with 344 members, trans-
ferred from the Department of Utah. Headquarfers are
located at Helena, Montana. Thomas P. Fuller, Commander;
John Moffitt, Assistant Adjutant General. It is officered by able
and experienced Comrades, and will no doubt soon take rank
among the best.

The latter was organized at Dallas, Texas, March 25, 1885.
By your permission, it was my privilege to be present
and assist in its organization. Comrade W. D. Wylie was
called to preside over its preliminary proceedings. Six Posts, in-
cluding 286 members,transferred from the Departmentof the Gulf,
compose this Department. Headquarters are located at Dallas,
Texas. W.D. Wylie, Commander; George W. Hynson, Assis-
tant Adjutant General. The number of “Boys who wore the
Blue ” now living in Texas is estimated at 6,000 to 7,000. With
fostering care Texas will soon become one of the strongest
Departments in the South.

The following table shows the number of Posts and mem-
bership reported in good standing each quarter, by Depart-
ments, the gains or losses since March 31,1884, and the number
of Posts and membership accounted for as suspended for delin-
quency in reports:
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RECAPITULATION.

Members in good standing March 31,1884 . . . . 233,824
Gained by muster . . . . . . ... oo 75040
Gained by transfer . . . . . . . . . ... 5,438
Gained by reinstatement . . . . . . . . .. .. 20,949
Totalgain . . . . . . . . .. ... ... 103,427
Aggregate . . . . . . . . ... ... 337,251
Loss bydeath . . . . . ... ... ...... 2,544 '
Loss by honorable discharge . . . . . . . . . .. 2,518
Loss by dishonorable discharge . . . . . . . .. 324
Loss by transfer . . . . . . . ... ... 7,889
Loss by suspension . . . . . . . . . . ... 54,292
Total 1088 « = « « + v & v v 4 e e 67,567
Members in good standing March 31, 1885, . . . . 269,684
Number of Posts reported March 31,1884 . . . . 4,256
Number of Posts reported March 31,188 . . . . 5,026
Net gain in membership during the year. . . . . 41,394
Net gain in Posts during the year . . . . . . . . 992
Number of members relieved during the year . . 11,000
Number of others relieved during the year . . . 4,406
Total number relieved during the year. . . . 15,406
Amount expended for relief during the year . . . $170,092 77

Two hundred and thirty-three Posts with 5,534 members, reported
suspended above, are delinquent for reports.

June 23, 1885, postal cards, properly addressed and pre-
pared with printed forms in which to enter the gains and losses
since March 31, 1885, were forwarded from this office to each
Department, for distribution to Posts, with instructions to in-
sert figures in appropriate blanks, after the first meeting night
in June, and mail the card to Department Headquarters. From
this source, and from letters and telegrams from Department
Headquarters, the following table of gains is made. Official
reports will materially increase the number of gains, since March
31,1885:
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DEPARTMENT. GAIN. || DEPARTMENT. GAIN.
Arkansas . .. ... ....... 42 (| Montana . .. .......... 40
California . . . .. ... ..... 270 || Nebraska . . . ... ... .... 580
Colorado ... .. o ... 250 (| New Hampshire . . . ... ... 130
Connecticut. . . . ... ... .. 196 || NewJersey . . . ... ... ... 201
Dakota ... 261 || New xico 18
Delaware 42 || New York . . . 22248
Florida . 20 || Ohio . . .. .. 2418
Gulf . ....... . 3l [| Oregon . 117
Illinois . 475 Pennsyl\(mh 1030
Indiana .. 80 (| Potomac . . 51
JTowa. ... ...... ... 610 Rhode Island . 135
Kansas 1348 || Tennessce and Georgin . . . . . 181
Kentucky . . . .. ... ... .. 8 || Texas . . ... ... ....... 40
Maine . . .. ... ... .... . 78 |[Utah. . . ..o 29
Massachusetts . ... ... ... 676 (| Vermont . . ... ... ..... 187
Maryland . . . ... ....... 61 Virginia . . . . ... ... .. 43
Michigan . . . ... ... .... 871 || Washinzton Territory . . . . . . 101
Minnesota . . .. .. ...... 545 || West Virginia . . . . . ... .. 123
Missouri. . . . . ... ... ... 605 |l Wisconsin . . . ...l 412
Totalgain . . . ... ... ... ... ..... 16,200
ORDERS.

There have been issued from this office during the past year
seventeen general orders, seven circulars and three circular
letters, aggregating 183,000 copies. They have been furnished
to Departments free of postage or expressage.

CORRESPONDENCE.

The official correspondence of the Adjutant General’s office
for the past year has been very large, notwithstanding which all
communications requiring replies have been promptly answered.

Much of the correspondence has consisted of inquiries as to
interpretation of the Rules and Regulations, which would be
unnecessary if Comrades referred to opinions of Judge
Advocates-General, decisions of Commanders-in-Chief and reso-
lutions of the National Encampment. The publication of the
“ Blue Book ” by Past Commander-in-Chief R. B. Beath, will no
doubt curtail this class of correspondence as soon as it shall
have become generally circulated. A copy should be in every
Post in the Order.

It is respectfully recommended that Department Com--
manders keep a supply at Department Headquarters, for
sales to Posts and Comrades, and that a copy be included in the
supplies of every Post organized.

SUPPLIES.

Soon after you assumed command, competition was invited
in furnishing supplies for National Headquarters. The large
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reduction thereby made was met by a corresponding decrease
in prices charged by the Quartermaster Geeneral,and has resulted
in the saving of a handsome amount to Departments.

DEPARTMENT CHARTERS.

The Departments of New York and Kansas applied to these
Headquarters during the past year, for certified copies of their
respective charters, the originals having been lost or destroyed.

No records of charters being in existence it was impossible
to comply with their request. .

It is respecfully recommended that the Nineteenth National
Encampment, by resolution, authorize the in-coming Com-
mander-in-Chief to issue to Departments, whose charters may
have been lost or destroyed, new charters, bearing date of their
respective organizations; and that a record be made ofall exist-
ing Department charters and of those hereafter issued, from
which certificates or duplicates can be made, should future
occasion require.

DELINQUENCY IN REPORTS.

This subject has been a special theme in the reports of
Adjutants General and Assistant Adjutants General since the
organization of the Grand Army of the Republic. It is the
cause of more unnecessary labor and vexatious controversy than
all other questions combined, and exerts a more baneful influence
on Posts and membership than any question in our Order. The
Rules and Regulations impose upon Post Commanders the duty
of promptly forwarding reports, and fulfillment of this duty is
included in the obligation they assume upon their installation.

It is no arduous task to properly make a Post report and
mail it to Department Headquarters on the last meeting night
of each quarter. Rules and Regulations extend the limit of time
to the tenth day of the following month. Notwithstanding the
ample time allowed, Posts are delinquent, some for one, some
for two quarters, and many have made noreports for a year past.

The passage of a resolution is respectfully recommended
that will suspend Post Commanders from office whose Posts are
" ten daysin arrears for reports,investing Department Command-
ers with discretionary power to reinstate them when reports
are made, a repetition of the offence to reduce them to the
ranks and make them ineligible to re-election for one year
thereafter.
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LOSSES.

Suspension.—Early in your administration it was discovered
that under the prevailing system it was impossible to harmon-
ize the reports of many Departments on account of the irregu-
larity of reports of Posts. It was, therefore, by your direction,
and for the purpose of showing in reports, as nearly as possi-
ble, the actual working strength of the Grand Army.of the
Republic, ordered that the membership of Posts delinquent for
reports be accounted for as suspended. That upon Post
reports being mad®, they would be accounted for to these head-
quarters on a supplemental report for the quarter or quarters
for which they were delinquent. It appears by the reports of
the quarter ending March 31, 1885, that 223 Posts, with a total
membership ot 5,534, are so accounted for. ’

This system has made it possible to show by consolidated re-
ports the exact number in good standing, and make the reports
agree one with the other. The experience of the year has demon-
strated the benefit of this plan, but it is recommended that
my successor in preparing blanks for the coming year, prepare
a space thereon for this special class, under head of delinquents,
and by that means separate those members actually suspended
for non-payment of dues, from those lost to the number in good
standing, by the reason that Posts are “under the ban” for
delinquency in reports. '

There have been reported as suspended during the past
year 54,292 members, and 20,949 members have been reinstated
within the same time; still leaving the enormous number of
33,343 members who are now suspended.. Of this number 27,089
are suspended for non-payment of dues, and 5,534 for delin-
quency of reports. _

This ratio of suspension will soon outnumber gains from
all sources. It is believed the remedy should be applied
through the Inspection Department; that every Post should be
inspected at least twice each year, and new and weak Posts
immediately after each quarterly report, in the discretion of
Department Commanders, the expense to be borne by Depart-
ment Headquarters. It would cause a considerable outlay, but
in the end prove an economical measure.

The Departments of Utah and the Gulf exhibit a loss in
the table of gains and losses, which does them apparent injus-
tice. Both Departments would show creditable gains, but for
the transfers herein before mentioned.
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Discharges and Transfers—There have been 2,518 members
honorably discharged from the Order during the past year ; 7,888
Comrades have taken transfer cards from their respective Posts,
but 5,438 of them have again become members of other Posts;
2,451 comrades from this cause remain non-affiliated ; 324 mem-
bers have been dishonorably discharged during the past year.

Death.—Time passes and the silent reaper is not idle; Re-
ports for the year show that of our numbers 2,544 have answered
at their last roll call and joined the silent army gone before.
Whitening hairs and the lapse of time admonish us that but
few years remain to any of us—a thought which should
draw us closer together in fraternal bonds, that, keeping the
elbow touch we may present an unbroken front until the end.

OUR CHARITY

Reports of amounts expended for the relief of comrades
are very unsatisfactory. Many Posts, and in some cases entire
Departments, make no reports of amount expended or comrades
relieved. The following shows the amount reported as ex-
pended by each Department, and the number of comrades and
others assisted during the past year:
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In the fulfillment of the duties of the office, by the ap-
pointment to which you honored me at Minneapolis July last,
an eventful and laborious year has been cxperienced ; the consei-
entious performance of its duties, according to ability and best
interests of the Grand Army of the Republic the summit of
my ambition. The labors and perplexities incident have been
materially assuaged by your never-failing kindness and forbear-
ance, and the courtesies and assistance of the members of your
staff, to whom, through you, I express acknowledgment.

With Comrade John Taylor, Quartermaster General, my
business relations have been most intimate. I have ever found
him prompt, accurate and kind.

To Comrade D. R. Austin, Judge Advocate General, I am
under many obligations for timely advice and encouragement.

By invitation I accompanied you on visits to the Depart-
ments of Michigan, the Gulf, Wisconsin, Illinois, and Iowa,
and upon official business I have visited Philadelphia, Boston,
Dallas, Texas, and Portland, Maine. I desire to thank comrades
of these localities for their soldierly welcome and hogpitable
entertainment.

I cannot close this report without expressing my gratitude
to comrades everywhere, and particularly to Commanders and
Assistant Adjutants General of Departments, for generous and
fraternal acts in official relations. Opportunity to meet them
and strengthen the fraternal acquaintance commenced in the
discharge of official duties, will be at all times a sincere pleasure.

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L,
W. W. ALCORN,

Adjutant General.
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Quartermaster CGeneral’s Report.

\

OFFICE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL; G. A. R. ]‘
PHILADELPHIA, PaA., June 9, 1885.
W. W. ALCORN, .
Adjutant General.

Sir AND CoMRADE :—1 beg leave to submit abstracts and
vouchers for all receipts, expenditures and issues, made from
August 1, 1884, to June 9, 1885,% at which latter date accounts
were closed so that this report could be printed for presentation
to National Encampment. The report shows a large decrease
in amount of money received from sale of supplies as compared
with last year. Several reasons can be assigned for this falling
off in revenue: first, the issues have, fallen off about fifty per
cent.; second, the time covered is but ten months; and third,
the prices to Departments were reduced from ten to twenty-
five per cent. The large reduction in cost enabled the Council
of Administration to make like reductions to Departments, and
it is presumed the Posts were benefited by such reductions.

The balances due by Departments show a large increase,
due to the fact that the time between Memorial Day, when the
issue of badges is very great, and the time for closing my
report was too short for Departments to remit the amounts
owing by them. The bulk of these balances will be paid
before July 1st. Several Departments have remitted to cover
balances after my statement had been placed in the hands of
the printer.

The balance of fund collected for distressed comrades in
Pensacola, amounting to $1,272.01, and reported at the last
National Encampment, was increased May 11, 1885, by the
Department of Kentucky returning $150.42 of the amount
appropriated for relief of flood sufferers last year.

Through the efforts of Past Commander-in-Chief Beath,
we were enabled to purchase from the United States Ordnance
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Department, twalve six-pounder rebel cannon, weighing 10,253
pounds, sufficient to make all badges required for the next ten
years. Having no storage facilities, two guns each were placed
in the quarters of Posts Nos. 5 and 334, one in quarters of Post
312, in Philadelphia, the balance in workshops of contractor.
The guns all bear evidence of service, some with rebel marks
and others spiked, evidently in action.

My relations with the several Departments have been of a
most pleasant character; but one or two complaints were made
on account of delay in filling requisitions, and these were early
in the administration, and due to the fact that the stock of
supplies was small, new contracts had not been made and fresh
supplies printed. @ The incoming administration will have

. sufficient to last several months, and my successor will be in a
position to continue issues without any delay.

To the many courtesies received at the hands of the
Commander-in-Chief and at your hands, with your continued
readiness to give proper directions to aid me in the discharge
of my duties, are to be attributed, in a great measure, the
satisfuctory workings of the Quartermaster General’'s Depart-
ment during the past year.

For all this, and to the comrades who have in any way
aided me in my official duties, I remain under continued and
fraternal obligations.

Yoursin F., C. and L.,
JOHUN TAYLOR,
Quartermaster General.

* See note to account current, (page 62.) The accounts, &c., are now carried
to, and closed with June 30th, 1885.
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ACCOUNT CURRENT.

JouN TAYLOR, Quartermaster General, in account with Grand Army of the

R:publtc
Dr.
Cash balance on hand July 31, 1884, . . . . . . . $13,298 55
Rcu\n ed from sale of supphes, as per J.])Stl act, . . . 27 263 99
‘. per capita tax, ¢ R 10,485 19
¢ ¢ charter fees, ‘“ “ % 80 00
« “ int. on deposits, “o 217 50
297 50
Total to be accounted for, . . . . . . . . .. $51,345 23
Cr.
Expenditures, as per abstract: -
Salaries, . . . . . . ..o $ 2,600 00
Tm\elmg expenses, . . . . . . . . 1,628 94
Incidentals, postage, freights, etc, . 12,281 24
e $16,510 18
Purchase of supplies, as per abstract, . . . . 22,828 59
Total expenditures, . . . . . . . . . .. _— $39,338 77
Balance cash on hand, June 30, 1885, . . . . . $12,006 46
#Cash balance on hand June 9, 1885, as per report
gubmitted to National Encampment at Port-
land, Maine, . . . . . . .« . .. ... $15,163 60
Receipts from all sources from June 9 to June 30,
85, e e e e 1,917 43
Total, - . v v o e e e e $17,081 03
Expenditures from June 9 as per vouchers 213 to
269, . e e e e e e e e e e e $ 3,999 11
Vouchers 38, 39 and 40 abstract of purchases, . . 1,075 46
— % 5,074 57
Leavifg actual cash balance on hand June 30, 1885 —_—
as per account current and abstract, . . . $12,006 46
IT.

ABSTRACT OF RECEIPTS.
OTHER THAN FROM SALE OF SUPPLIES AND PER CAPITA TAX.

Date. 1885.
February 13. Charterfee, Department Washington Territory . $ 20 00
Aprll 9. Montana, ....... 20 00
29. “ oou € Texas, . o 0. e 0. 20 00
May 4. “ “ “ Florida, . . . . . .. 20 00
June 9. Interest on balances, . . . . « « . « . o . 217 50

Total, « « v v v e e e e e e e e $ 297 50
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ITIT.

PER CAPITA TAX RECEIVED BY JOHN TAYLOR, QUARTERMASTER
GENERAL G. A. R., 1834 AND 1885,

* First Quarter, 1884, 1 Additional, First Quarter, 1884,



‘88T ANV 88T “¥ 'V 'H TVHANID YHAISVIUAIAVAD ‘MOTIVI NHOL X9 HAVI SATVS J0 LOVHISHV
AT



*GRRT ANV §8T “H 'V "D TVHANTDH HALSVAHAINVAD ‘UOTXAVI NHOL X HAVIN SAITIANS A0 ISVHOUNI J0 LOVHISEV



NINETEENTH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT

66

Sﬁ D ......-.....-...-....;cono—asm.... oo .....oooggnrﬂ-m NM. 3 ”
mﬂa L DR T T .nhgdﬂ—dgﬂm hQ“ w:—.ﬂ:—hm . L ) .mem——:gv—-—é ﬁm 8 ”
88 8 . P IR L LI .EB.—GSUO.&OE.«GLO‘-—EGH e e e e e + + + zedde], piBYOTY 0g 0g ”
.. o o« .. P 8maﬁ D I I R R ) .:—gswﬁgww kOh sﬁ-—c—cm LI I R ” ” ” @N Om ”
Nﬂa . .. DO “ s e s e s e s e .Ee&hdﬂdcgwm |—°H %h@do—ﬁaﬂz D . ” ” ” QN Om ”
o1 2% c - © o+ equudjdag 10F 40319 ‘SuIBASO[9) ‘988)SOd L R o T " £ (1) o TR YN BT A ' ”
Q0¥ . s st sp9ja8nbpea a0f sdweis zoqqny s e s s e w e s gewipleOg ‘M | 92 | ST »
09 L1 . e 9, ” ) 99 saxog[ R ” e | et ”
08 Z101 : e 5.5&3uwaaov:su@EO-ﬁ-.EoOmmwucvs Sunuug ) ” ¥z | ¢1 ”
N-M @v e e e e e e D ) Onm —F—m muhcgchﬁ—o OF—@—QHHH T Y -=3Av'ﬁ .m .m ﬁN m.A ”
3 €3 PR I S e+ e+ - grojaunbpPBAH 039 ‘Sudis " e e " - % |61 .
00 & core s e s e e o e gryaenbpRAY Suniureg : ot ruojaroag ysiod | 1 | 3T ”
00 cC corer e e e e s s gado[aA Ul 98pBq SuljuLL ] EREE R | XUV N A% X (A ) "
18 0T Torrtetossres sttt S QIQDIO U0 BFBSSOIA X[ © o s o) ssaxdxy uvopdwy | 61 | 0T ,
00012 |- co yuswrdwroug Yjuaayysy s8upadvedd Jupjiodeoy e s uudyg T L] 8T |9 Jmcm
0S8 ST T ettt » sa3peq 1 N i) ” ” L 08 ”
09 LT e em e .am=w=< 10y soj[ddns uo a8essaxdxq | - op ssoxdxy Suipsoy 2 viydpeniud | 91 | og ”
Gl el R 00 00T ce e T TR sn8n Y d0f Kaupug | oo oc s e " er o .
89 11 R R st s gsn8ny 20f 039 ‘sureadorol ‘aduisod o o D YaolABL agor | BT | 08 ”
S EECIIR I Pt s e T S RT snEn Y J0F A1Bjuy e " ' or | o "
Q9 88 [EREEEE I .+ rs19jawnbpeay 103 Supjund pus L1duonvig rers ety ” ” 21 | 08 ”
68 €8 SRR K SRR ¥ ST 1 40 81 0) 5010 (CRRE LR L (1) i) € O I L ” ” IT | 08 ”
e e . *los ¥ P Y .d«:ﬁ_o B[1yJ 03 m@mﬂwﬂ%o&ﬂ20>d.—& . e e ” ’ 6 0g »
eF 8% cee e e e e 1 sn3NY 0 SWRISNR) pus ‘aFessaadxa ‘o38isod s s sty U0V M AL | 8 0e ”
LR ()"} 2 cooor s e s uouuso painydBeo 0L HIOX MON 03 soSUddNXpf [ oo o e e st e ﬁ:cmm ‘H | 8 6% ”
0¢ 21 R o] e e e e goddns U038 J0F WHOOX JO JUIY | 019 ‘seoUBINSU] I0F ‘00 BIUBAJASUUD] | L [e4 ”
g ¥ o R ” ” ” sadopaaux{ (- - * -t s rop®Poourddrrd L) 9 ¥ ”
00 8. L sl 0t 90TPO 8,[BI2UIY) J9)SBULIINIBOY JOF UM, Tttt TO) W AIOON ) | G 6 ”
”b’ﬁ ... .. D ) ” N :«v—odnﬁ . . D Y h-—&.< ow.—cmm.v * w ”
0S 1 Coee s st oe s s oangruanyg m._we._a:wéaw Suymeyg |- - o81000) o] ‘H | € 8 ”
09T ¢ |- .. FE A A mce_wm_EEm.mo ussousug |- v ¢ <o e Vlapy qodug| g i "
RN £ T ‘¢ © roupey Jo yuaswmpasda( Sujppoedsuy sesuadxy | ° ottt PUONIIN L PaBmpd | T c 8ny
F881

\ <

— .momdmm m W yudwied

X G uy|'sajI8ye *@soddnd LVHAM 9O *aIvgd WOHM O, §
-uapjouy .v—‘wﬂbd.rb_ e d A, 104 d A 0L mo {30 918
-
]

‘G881 DUV V81 “Y ‘V ‘9 1DL0usp) Loppwduond ‘YOTAV.I NHOL fq s
(SAI1ddAS 0 ASVHOHUNd NVHI YHTHIO) STHALIANAIXT 40 LOVELISEV

TA



67

-BIRISISII

P

GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC.

R L e soug 3 UTUO)
........ e e e e e e e e .uvﬂﬂd,ﬂ pIeyoryg
............. “Qcm—.—ﬂm -h— .Hﬁ
.......... D 'V ‘WI0OIV AL AL
.................... TOSHION - Wl AL
.................... D 'V ‘UIOIV "M A\
T 039 ‘seourvinsuy Joy Auvdwo) ‘uudd
............. . 4 Ho .O >=d>_——=w .h- oh'
DO 1 e < Ho ob —w——oa. —Qsaﬂm
o | e Vv 700 %0, *Jf uvwion
‘ootz |t V o D ‘aadivH [onwes
" ” ”
D 'V ‘W00 M ‘M
........... % 0 Mg L T
* *0) xoduvg puw Supulrg epsig oul,
A Gt L A AR umoy, 'd 'S

: . :
.......... mu.s.d .hc—»dﬁﬂﬂoh,
1 "
........... 0p §S8IdXT U D °d
........... DY hognd'b thd‘”ﬂm
.......... " " "
e e e D"V ‘TI100TV "M M.
TN 0D ODEAL "I

b ” 134
© + - 0p odeg  Furiuag opul ouy,
....... UBWOOIA % AIawo3)uoly
........... 0)) 7 198e7 ‘umouq
..... 1 - cJexmmbuy siydepeniud
...... * WO[BIOOSS Y ounquLy, oy,
Cee e TN g MY TR
................. IO T
......... .. .oo mwQHQZQ -m .D
......... - SUOR B WIB[D D T
........... oo q dd“hos .H uns.
........... nome vmﬂdﬁﬂm .HH u;
RTINS AL TV Al ]

...... ce s+ - g3pROUY ‘L
....... - -+ - uosiA®( ‘Y FOL

. ), ”

*0) ssoadxd *q ®» °d
........ © B B a01Ley, Ggor
....... UBWOOIA B h..wEowaccE

' ' UOg P JapAUus f " A
R YN L LT

-t
L.

—

. ‘™
o
S
-
)
—

253
EEE

SBIIR - - -
gmqsg

B2R8%
geass

8]

WD
-
—

BEIBIKSITRIIBIIREG

HIRORIBRR @V~

-

3588
ococog
—o

!

23IIVII°



68

NINETEENTH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT




69

GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC.

hﬂ ‘ DI N T R Y EQU.—O uo mmv.—&”ﬂ DI OQ mehQ.V‘MH .m .D
o o o o o ol 0o o o vdnnpryr |t e e e H—Ue—ﬂw.—.ﬁ o-°h »ﬁ-d«—ﬂwt ...........
I 2 D R R NN o,.dE uo« ..Sw ‘sureadorol odwysog |t v ot e o 4 .:._3—4 . 3 ‘AL
00 81 * qoasy ‘8103180 DPBSI] 38 £0q-901JO pUB I0jfUBL |- ¢ ¢ - cet . o4cc.~ $InoT
8 v ........ “ .. ” Y I ooa hQJ.—-‘ﬂH »»IQT.H
- S D R K T A ISP 00 ..omam pue SUN UL ODBIT
or ¢ [P ...........m..oaue:wgem._o«boaosﬂw ........ 52 0p oDUM ' 'F
00 02T sl | URIN JO 9deq wuvan PpuB 5UOIIN[0SAL w:WEE& .......... s .e:a-om oI
Nt e . e Tyodely 4 g oo
8 wﬁ e . . e e e s s e e e ” .3&@&1.—“0—8 \OM&GWO& ....... .. .z \a .hOThdy.—w ﬂﬂo.—.
. . . so3pBq M
RN : N I L1 op seoltixo sulbpy
o1 g . R so.:éq I0¥ m.:—mmnm ", R © s 0) ssadxy g ® °d
mo b [ e 1 * §10DIO UO SSOIAXTT |+ - v v e vt e} mrv._&urm ‘SN
00 071 . c e n:-o%a.:: 33@;::2 JO91®IS ‘S[19893 BsodBugp f+ ¢ v vt e 0 e ‘preUNud SV
00 ¢ . oo e s luap ada UOI[BPAJY U V' ) 92U0d Z..EoE:ﬁ& .............. soag neaing
b B B sadopoaud ofipeg [+ v v v -+ e+ -uUMOL ‘d°S
o1 £¢ ct ettt s a8peq Y VY D ‘pournadser g oo © " uojeay °Jf sdIBY)
oz % . e e _ SToIssjmuIod Surssodgurg |+ 1 v vt 0t 1)) .< ‘UIOdTY M "M
3 N . .JAmc—Q>A~pn~ .........
0L : ono .U .E .d u_c.x. Surfdod ooy [ = v vttt oD uv Soonaaﬁ ‘qa°r
O |t © *8I0PIO UO ss9ad X" U Bty .OO mrdhgyﬂﬂ ‘SN
00 91 [N EEEEEREN E&ﬁa:cvdow ‘sed saaejaenboeug |t v v 0t . s qySuyg .h ‘W
ot ). B P B SN 1en1qo. Jof Lrapeg | - e
ag o1 . . R s 4070 ‘survigore) ‘e8eisog v v v v vt v ¢ .Z .d.._o_ Loy, naoh.
er 2 B » P EEEEEY Yo ) mmwhﬁym :mnﬂ Jd
&g |t ” mw:.&&:w ...........
09 21 EEREERE sl £Livniqag IOy so3peq uo mw@.:;nm ........... OO mmo.annm mﬁsu<
Wol | T T - Rrenaqag dof Aampeg [t e
00 92 . ,Ea:._no,..wuo« 010 ‘sureidare ‘edeysog |+ v v vttt G 4« .Eoo—a« .3 ‘M
00e, |t : 8193180bPBSH 107 Jual sroprenboug | v o oo T e SEud *f IV
19 @h ...... o e e e e R m.—@ﬁ.:-w:-aq:haﬁ ..... . .ﬂdagh> uQ QW03 U0\
0er ||t §10318NbpPBI 18 L£0Q-00[YO PUB IOJJUBL | " * * * * ¢ ¢ * * * 9]00() SINOT
0ar |t o mo:nnsm Suj1098 J0J WOOI JO Judy Sw ‘soouBINSUT JOF 0D E:thm:nwm
0we |t s Po) uwnzh pus Supuapg epsvigd
28 |t TR EQ«.—H_EUUQO*H 103 %.—QGOSSW DI . *0D) OpBM ‘i .m
A T P IR I DR S hhdﬂ—:wh..—ﬁv h.—d—ﬁm D
19 1 e e e e . bggh- .uOh -gcsmgmvﬁ 9&@08& L R mv d uﬂ.—och ‘M .B.
P R R R < .« Lrenus 10} bd—ﬂm L . » v
98 12 st Esdan 0y ‘o) ‘swusadore) ‘adesog |t v v v vt vt D "W D ‘1014w, uyopr
4 R EE R EE " P M ...........oOmmo.Euﬁ..md.
LT | o . ST dns 0 R A »
T e h._szneh. 105 §833pBq cere e e e e e e 0 sSOXAX! mEdc<
s e e * ““s1ap10 wo mmw.anﬂ < e e e o0 ssal 8N
09 28 T s19pJI0 MGSG:AH c e e e s e ﬂdaghuwe h.—OEO haoy
009 e e e e e e e e e nhwuhdﬂdgom gIoyyump | vt e e hwﬂa‘_ﬁﬁ_dﬂo_ﬁ
e oQ.ﬁEEoO Uosudg ‘so8uddXd BUPABILI " * ¢ ¢ c ¢ * ¢ 7t * [N ‘S 081030




-

NINETEENTH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT




71

GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC.

8T 019'013

00 009'3
¥8 8291
¥3 182G

N

“ e e e

oun p oy 8odpeq wo ssaxdxo
© + +sarrddns 103 saxoq Suryoed
€881 J91180b puoods s19j18NbpPBI JO Jud|
ctcer e e e o g3vysod pus Supunig
oo st s punp g0 s911ddns uo ssaadxg
.....oashuohmu_—aa:m:o%a._axﬁ

. *eunp I0j *0}9 ‘suBa8or9) ‘o8e)sod

C e e e e e e

e . oun f J0J L1vies
. . D -m=°~ﬂdw#ﬁﬁ—ow=~a=—&ﬂﬂ

s19qonoA xod s8ju,dweouy *uy yjgr 38 sosuadxiy

et ottt aunp 0¥ 039 ‘swrea3aray ‘o88ysod
. ........“...sh.:.w—:wov:d—ﬁn
* 991 JWIUIo)) UuoIsus g uo sasuadxa Suieara],
993, W0)) uoyjelrodsunl], uo sdsuadxa SuIdALL],
coc st et o1gQ Fo Judunaedo( Surpdadsuy
Tttt ettt SIOPIQ) [BIONOP UO oSessaad Xy
© 1819Udy) J9svurIajaend jrodar Juyupg
Tttt SI90[Q [BuonIuN syrodax Supurad
..............hdam&dﬂhOﬂQ—MﬂH

e s e

e e e \. D Eoﬁdﬂdﬁﬁmmadgj
..................mwﬂ°~0>ﬂwcmgm
Ceee e e e e e+ UII9Y JOF ” ”
©++ - 010 ‘QUyBIY ‘SEXOT, 0] o 9
s e e e y0g J0f ” ”

P

: a9} 10 9 ”

‘003, wro)) uoyjsvlrodsusi], uo sesuadxe SUI9ABL],
D T T R Ecﬂvhowﬂnﬁﬂﬂhm
L I T R R R R R Y mksmoh wﬂuﬁﬂﬁhA
tt ottt 81974840 PUB SUOISS[UI oo Juissoadury

© * saanjpuadxa 18307,

©* c - SOjIB[es [B10],

sosuadxo 3uileasay (810,

T s[Bjudppoul [830],
sttt o)) ssardXE SWBpVY
© ot uog p pARdy CH UM
©t ot uoperoossy o[duuo Y, OTUOSe I
e mcd._eao\w JO SUOG U0 90)) [UITO[)
ssoxdxyf Suipeayy » viydepsiydg
ottt o) ssaadx g swepy
[BI9UWAY) JIIseWIAIBND) ‘d0o1LR], UuyoL
[BI2UdD) JajsrULIdNIBODY “orLR], uyofr
SR R g ue ey

"UUIWPY JO [10UNO0) % SIDYWO I8N

* t 1eIduan aﬂde5n64 uﬂ.—Oo—d. MM
* T [U12UdY JUBIN(PY ‘UI0d[V "M AL
B A
Ceee et JogourT D Uhop
* 'uop) ‘I, dsuy IS8V ‘uosyIe() f 18 ‘L
b R o R ]

Tt s oppyjoourddyyeg ‘f
* UBWOOIA % AIdWOI}UOTY
Tttt oD AR O N
o B
cee e UMOL TS
J21UD-Ul-"WO)) ‘Z3unoyf ‘g uyof
S DV (HI00TV M * A
D '@ 'V I01Uag ‘unIgdo) *H ‘i
L UoD 83800APY edpur ‘upsny g °q
“ e e e e e e <H°.O—mm03—ﬁsadm
c ottt UBWOOIA B AI9UT0IIUOTY
Cee e g TP ed

s s e o 1e0f J0) Bosued X0 SU[OABLY,

v

L ) ..m-vd-ﬂ«hg.—d.-}.}
* " JRTUD-UI-'WO) ‘A “f ‘SYOTH ‘[ BII

K]RKKR



72 NINETEENTH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT

VII.

SUPPLY ACCOUNTS OF DEPARTMENTS WITH NATIONAL
HEADQUARTERS.

*0Old account in dispute.
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x.
ASSETS.
Cashonhand,. . . . . ... ... ... ... $12,006 46
Due by Departments, . . . . . . . . . $3,048 84
Less due Departments, . . . . . . . . 35 54
—— 3,013 30
Supplies, . . . . . . .. .. ... .. $1,518 89
Office Furniture, . . . . . . . .. .. 313 51
GunMetal, . . . . ... ... .. 1,833 50
Totalassets, . . « « v « ¢ v v 0 o o o s .

Liabilities, none.

PENSACOLA FUND.

Balancelastreport,. « . . . . . . . .. ... ... .
May 11, 1885. Received from Department of Kentucky, . .
. Interest on Deposits, . . . . - . . . . . ...

Balance to credit of this Fund, . . . . . . . . . ...

76

$15,019 76

3,665 90

$18,685 66

. $1,272 01
150 42
. 2120



Report of Judge Advocate Ceneral.

OFFICB OF JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL, G. A. R.
ToLEDO, OHIO, JUNE 10th, 1885.

W. W. ALCORN,
Adjutant General.

CoMrADE:—In submitting the Annual Report of the bus-
iness of this office during the past year, I dosire to congratulate
the comrades upon the great harmony that prevails throughout
all the departments. Among the first and most important les-
sons that a soldier learns upon entering the army, is to obey or-
ders. The uniform respect for and obedience to the laws of our
society, and the orders of its officers, by all comrades through-
out the several departments, demonstrate that the “ Boys who
wore the Blue,” learned so well their lessons as soldiers, that
they have not forgotten them after a lapse of twenty years.

During the year, it has been my pleasure to accompany
the Commander-in-Chief, upon his official visits to fifteen De-
partments. Together we have traveled the continent from the
rugged coast of New England, to the Golden shores of Califor-
nia. In all these visits we were greeted by the comrades with
a true soldier’s welcome, and entertained with the choicest con-
tents of the haversack and canteen. It was most gratifying
to find wherever we went, that the Grand Army of the Repub-
lic was in such flourishing condition. In every town, of any
importance throughout that vast territory lying west of the
Missouri river, but little of whose civilization antedates the
war for the suppression of the rebellion, we found at least one
flourishing Post, where around its sacred alter gathered the old
soldiers of the Union Armies in fraternal camp-fires to per-
form their loving deeds of charity, and inculcate true principles
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of loyalty. Though many of these Posts are numerically
small,being composed of comrades who had no personal acquaint-
ance or association during the war, yet for efficiency in work,
equipment in uniform, and zeal in the performance of all the
obligations of the Order, they are abreast of any of the Posts
of the older Departments. Having thus traveled this new
Western Empire, and beheld its grandeur, I can but wish, that
all the surviving soldiers, who fought for the cause of Liberty and
Union, might also be permitted to behold the beauty of its
broad prairies, fertile valleys, and the grand mountain scenery,
of this most marvelous country, which has, by their heroic
valor been forever dedicated to the most exhalted rights of
mankind. '

My immediate predecessor, in his report to the Eighteenth
" Annual Encampment, directed attention to an irregular prac-
tice, of comrades and Post Commanders, who write directly to
the Judge Advocate General, asking for his opinion upon ques-
tions of Grand Army law. This irregular practice has pre-
vailed to some extent during the past year. All intelligent
comrades ought to know the Judge Advocate General does
not, and cannot make decisions. It is his province only to ren-
der opinions to the Commander-in-Chief, upon such questions as
that officer may deem proper to refer to him. Such opinions are
for the information and guidance of the Commander-in-Chief
and unless approved by him have no binding force whatever.
Comrades or Post Commanders desiring any information upon
Grand Army law, should direct their enquiries to their Depart-
ment Headquarters. In case the decision of the Department
Commander be not satisfactory, they can, through Department
Headquarters, take an appeal to the Commander-in-Chief. It
is to be hoped that all comrades may soon learn this very sim-
ple rule, and that direct inquirers to the Judge Advocate
General may cease.

In this connection, it may not be improper to call attention
to the Grand Army Blue Book, by Past Commander-in-Chief,
Robert B. Beath, published during the past year. The method
adopted in this work, is both excellent and comprehensive ; and
it is a valuable acquisition to the Grand Army jurisprudence.
It has been in constant use at Headquarters, and its general use
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by Post officers and others will save much time and labor, in
the asking and answering of questions already decided. Every
Post ought to be supplied with at least one copy; kept con-
stantly in the Post room, for the use of its officers and members.

While the duties connected with my office have involved
much thoughtful study and considerable labor, there has
nevertheless, been many things connected with it, that will
ever mark a pleasant epoch in the march of life. In visiting
Departments I have formed the acquaintance of a large num-
ber of estimable comrades to whom I am grateful for many
thoughtful courtesies, and of whom I shall always cherish the
most pleasant memories.

To the Commander-in-Chief, whose personal and official
intercourse with his staff has been marked by the utmost
kindness and courtesy, I desire to express my grateful ac-
knowledgraents. His zeal in the discharge of his official
duties, and his untiring efforts to promote the best interests of
the Grand Army of the Republic justly entitle him to the
respect and esteem of every comrade.

The following are the opinions in full rendered by me
during the year:

OrpinioN No. I. Avaust 27, 1884,

FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF NEW YORK.
CASE.

I. “Can a Post adopt a By-Law fixing certain nights for the muster
of recruits ?”’

II. “Would a Post be justified in declining to muster a recruit who
presented himself at any other time ?”

OPINION.

Article 10, Chapter 2, Rules and Regulations provide: “Posts may
““adopt By-Laws for their government, not inconsistent with these Rules
“and Regulations, or the By-Laws or orders of the National or Depart-
‘“‘ment Encampments.”

Such a By-Law adopted by a Post for its own convenicnce, would
not be inconsistent with the Rules and Regulations, and in the absence
of any Rule or order of the Department to the contrary, a Post may
provide in its By-Laws certain specified nights for mustering recruits.
And having so provided, it follows that it may refuse to muster a
recruit presenting himself at any other time.
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OgpinioN No. II.  OctoBER 4, 1884.
FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO.
CASE.

Prior to the year 1874, comrades Louis Felsenthal and M. A.
Breeden, had served as Commanders of McRea Post No. 1, Santa Fe,
New Mexico, and comrade Edward Schwartz had served as Commander
of Wingate Post No. 2, Fort Union, New Mexico. During the year 1874
both of these Posts disbanded, and were never revived. After their
Posts had dishanded, these comrades did not join any other Post until
they were mustered into Carlton Post No. 39, Department of Colorado,
(now New Mexico,) in the year 1883. Upon this record these comrades
claimed the right, as Past Post Commanders, to seats in the Department
Encampment of New Mexico. This privilege was accorded to them by
the Department Encampment, at its annual session held February 24,
1883. From this action an appeal was taken by comrade Fitzgerald.

* OPINION.

The only question to be determined in this case, is whether these
comrades, by reason of the disbanding of their Posts, and of their
remaining for so many years, to wit: from 1874 to 1883, without uniting
with any other Post, deprived them of the privileges they acquired as
Past Post Commanders, of such defunct Posts.

‘When the Posts to which these comrades belonged ceased to exist,
they stood as members of disbanded Posts, and upon proper application
were entitled to receive transfer cards, which would have entitled them
to join another Post within a year. Failing to do this, as required by
the Rules and Regulations, they became honorably discharged from the
order.

Sec. IL., Art. IV., Chap. IT, R. R.

By such discharge they lost all rights and privileges acquired by
reason of official position during previous membership, and they could
not be restored by again joining the society.

Opinion No. IV., Page 174. Decisions and Opinions, C. in C. and Judge
Advocate General.

Opinion No. 94, page 128. Decisions and Opinions, C. in C. and Judge
Advocate General.

The admission therefore of these comrades was illegal. But this
action did not per-se render illegal the proceedings of the Encampment,
in which they participated.
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Orinion No. III.  OcToBER 4, 1884.

FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO.
CASE.

By General Orders No. 6, issued by the Department Commander of
New Mexico, bearing date July 17, 1884, it appears that a meeting of
the Council of Administration washeld on that day, at Department Head-
quarters, Santa Fe. This order shows that, “a majority of the members
were present in person or by proxy.” At this meeting the resignations
of Franklin Jordan, member of the Council of Administration and H. J.
Franklin, Senior Vice-Commander, were accepted, and these vacancies
filled by the election of comrade Stephen W. Dorsey, Senior Vice-
Commander, and comrade J. H. Purdy, member of the Council of
Administration. .

OPINION.

There is no provision in the Rules and Regulations authorizing a
member of the Council of Administration of a Department to delegate
any of his official powers to another by proxy. It follows then, from
the foregoing statement of facts, that there was not a legal quorum of
the Council present at this meeting, and therefore all action had at such
meeting was illegal and void.

OrinioN No. IV. NoveMmBER 7, 1884.

A comrade who has been dropped from the rolls of a Post on
account of non-payment of dues for a year or more, is no longer a
member of the Grand Army of the Republie, and the Post of which he
was a member has no jurisdiction over him for any purpose, except to
receive his application for re-instatement.

OrinioN No. V. DEecemBEer 13, 1884,
FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA.,
CASE.

The Department of California at its Annual Encampment in 1883,
adopted a code of By-laws, providing therein for a Department Relief
Fund, and a Board of Trustees to manage and disburse the same, such
Fund to be raised by “ Assessments and donations.” During the year
monies were received for this fund; but how much and from what
source, whether by assessments, donations, or both, does not appear. At
the next Annual Encampment held in January 1884, a resolution was



GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC. 81

passed transferring all the money in the Relief Fund to the General
Fund of the Department_. Against this action George H. Thomas Post
No. 2, Department of California, presented a protest to the Department
Commander, in which it was claimed, that inasmuch as the resolution
conflicted with the By-Laws previously adopted, it was illegal. This
protest was returned to the Post by the Department Commander, holding
that the resolution adopted by the Encampment of 1884 in relation to
this fund, being in conflict with the By-Laws adopted by the preceding
Encampment creating the Fund, operated to repeal such By-Law, and
therefore the transfer of the money in Relief Fund to the General Fund
was lawful.

[From this decision Post No 2 appealed.]

OPINION.

Chapter III, Article X, Rules and Regulations provides that,
““ Department Encampments may adopt By-Laws for the government of
‘“the Department *  * hd and may provide for alterations and
“ amendments thereof.”

The Department Encampment of California under this authority,
having duly enacted its By-Laws, and provided therein for a Relief
Fund, and having further provided the manner by which such By-Laws
could be altered or amended, these By-Laws became the fundamental
law for the government of all future Encampments, until the same were
altered or amended as therein provided. Until this was done in the
manner prescribed, these By-Laws remained in full force,-and were as
binding upon future Encampments, as upon the one adopting them.
They could not be altered, amended or repealed, by a resolution not
passed in conformity with the requirements of such By-Laws.

The resolution was  That the money in the Relief Fund be trans-
ferred to the General Fund.” There is nothing in its language to imply
that it was the object of the mover to repeal the By-Laws creating the
Relief Fund and Board. Its termsapplied to the fund alone; and if, in
itself effectual to transfer the money therein to the General Fund there
is nothing in it to prevent a future Encampment from transferring it
back into the Relief Fund, or to prevent this fund from being replen-
ished by future assessments and donations. ~The effect of the resolution
if legal, was only to interrupt the operations of the Relief Board by
depriving it of its then existing fund.

The next question presented in this case is, whether the Encamp-
ment of 1884 had power to transfer the money in the Relief Fund to
the General Fund? The Rulesand Regulations, Chapter V, Article X1II,
authorizes Posts to provide for a Relief Fund, and expressly declares
that such fund ‘“shall be held sacred for such purposes.” This applies
also to Departments. In this case this Relief Fund, whether raised by
assessment or donations, became a él‘rust Fund for a specified purpose,
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and the Department had no further control ever it, than to use it, for the
special purpose for which it was provided. It would be manifestly
unjust for one Department Encampment to adopt measures to-provide
a fund, either by assessment or voluntary contribution, for a purely
charitable purpose, and the next Encampment to lay its hands on such
fund and pervert it to other and entirely different uses.

For these reasons I am of opinion, that this resolution was wholly
inoperative and void, both as to the transfer of the money in said Relief
Fund to the General Fund, and as to the repealing, or in any manner
affecting the By-Laws, under which such fund was established.

OriNion No. VI. DeceMBER 17, 1884.

FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF RHODE ISLAND.

CASE.

“In whom lies the authority to name time and place for annual
meeting of Department Encampment; the Department Commander or
the Council of Administration ?”’

OPINION.

There is no specific provision in the Rules and Regulations on this
subject, but the following provisions are applicable:

“There shall be an annual meeting of each Department Encamp-
‘““ment between January first and May first of each year, and a semi-
‘““annual meeting, if so determined at the annual meeting of the Depart-
‘“ment, or by the Council of Aministration.”

Chap. II1, Art. III., Sec. I.

“The Council of Administration shall have charge of the working
interest of the Department.”

Chap. ITI, Art. VI, Sec. IX,

A proper construction of these provisions leads to the conclusion
that, in the absence of any action by the Department Encampment,
fixing the time and place for holding its annual meeting, the power to
fix the time and place therefor, devolves upon the Council of Adminis-
tration. :

OrinioN No. VII. MarcH 10, 1885.
FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF PENNSYLVANIA.

CASE.

From the record in this case it appears that James Kane, late 2d
Lieutenant 13th Pennsylvania Cavalry, a member of Post 19, Depart-
ment of Pennsylvania, G. A. R., was, by an order of the President of
the United States, dated June 10, 1864, (for reasons therein stated,) dis-
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honorably dismissed from the army; and that by a subsequent order of
the President, dated July 29, 1879, the disability of Lieutenant Kane to
re-enter the army, in consequence of his dismissal in 1864, was removed.
With this record the question whether James Kane is properly on the
rolls of the Grand Army of the Republic, was submitted to the Depart-
ment Commander of Pennsylvania. He decided upon the opinion of his
Judge Advocate, that the order of the President of July 29, 1879,
removing the disability of Lieutenant Kane to re-enter the army, was
equivalent to, and operated as an honorable discharge; and he was
thereby rendered eligible to membership in the Grand Army of the
Republic. )

OPINION,

.

The only question to be determined in this case is, whether the
order of July 29, 1879, relieving Lieutenant Kane from the disability to
re-enter the army, which was a part of the original order of dismissal of
June 10, 1864, is equivalent to and operates as an honorable discharge,
80 as to bring him within the rule of eligibility to membership in the
Grand Army of the Republic provided by Chapter I, Article IV, of the
Rules and Regulations. We think it was not equivalent to, and did not
operate as an honorable discharge, within the meaning of the Rules and
Regulations. This order was issued fifteen years after the order of dis-
raissal, and fourteen years after the * Volunteer army for the suppres-
sion of the Rebellion,” from which Lieutenant Kane was dismissed, had
been disbanded. When the order of June 10, 1864, took effect, Lieuten-
ant Kane’s record of discharge from the army was complete, and he
was relegated to civil life. While the army from which he was dis-
missed had an existence, it was within the power of the President to
re-appoint him and afterwards give him an honorable discharge. There
were also other methods by which he could have been restored to his
position in the army, while that army had an existence, and given an
honorable discharge. But when the volunteer army, to which he
belonged, was mustered out, and had no longer any existence, it was
impossible to either restore, or re-appoint him to that army. The sen-
tence of dishonorable dismissal was an executed penalty when the order
of June 10, 1864, took effect, and could not be changed. But that part
of the order prohibiting him from again receiving an appointment in
the army, was a continuing penalty, which the President, by virtue of
his pardoning power, could at any subsequent period relieve him from.
This is all the President did by the order of July 29, 1879, and from its
language, all we think he intended to do. But whether this be so or not,
he had no power in any manner, to change the record of dismissal, and
could not therefore render it an honorable discharge, or equivalent to an
honorable discharge.
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This view is sustained by the opinions of the Judge Advocates Gen-
eral of the United States Army, reported in “ Winthrop’s Digest of Opin-
ions of the Judge Advocates General, first edition, 1880, published by
authority of the Secretary of War,” from which I make the following
quotations bearing upon the question involved in this case :

1. “When a legal sentence of dismissal has been duly confirmed and
““executed, the power over the case of the reviewing officer (whether the
‘““President or the commanding general in time of war) is erhausted.
“The reviewing authority as such is functus officio. He cannot recall,
‘““revoke, recind or modify the official act of confirmation, or the order

““which is the evidence of it. So, the sentence being executed and the
“dismissal being an accomplished fact, the case is beyond the reach of
‘““the pardoning power ; by no exercise of that power can the sentence be
“removed or remitted, or the office lost be restored.”

Ex parte Garland, 4 Wallace, 381; XIIL Opinions of Attorney Gen-
eral, 548.

“Thus, 8o far as the executive power is concerned, the dismissal is
‘“final and irreversible; and the law has provided no court of appeal or
“other revisory authority, by which the same mnay be re-opened or set
‘“aside; the only remedy is by new appointment.”

Paragraph 5, page 237.

2, ‘“Upon the legal execution of a sentence of dismissal, the officer
*“‘is wholly separated from the military service and becomes as completely
“a civilian as if he had never been in the army. As his dismissal is
‘““irreversible, he can be restored to the service only by a new appoint-
“ment by the President. This is the law independent of express
“legislation. He cannot be honorably discharged, (as dismissed officers
‘“have not unfrequently asked to be,) or placed on the retired list, or
“permitted to resign, in lieu of standing dismissed, because it is only a
“ commissioned officer of the army who can be thus privileged, and being
“a civilian, he would necessarily, in order to be enabled to be discharged
“or resign; &c., from the army, have first to be returned to it by appoint-
‘“ment.”

Paragraph 6, page 238.

3. “There can be no revocation of a duly executed order of dismissal,
“ however unmerited or injudicious the original act may be deemed to have
“been. For distinct as dismissal by order is, in its nature, from dismissal
‘““by sentence; the effect of the proceeding in divesting the office is the
“same in each case. An officer dismissed by an order, though his
“dismissal may have involved no disgrace, is assimilated to an officer
‘“ dismissed by sentence, in so far that he is completely relegated to a civil
‘“gtatus, having in law no nearer, or other relation to the military service
‘“than has any civilian who has never been in the army. Thus an order
“agsuming to revoke a legal order of dismissal is as unauthorized as it is
‘“ineffectual. The original dismissal is an act done which cannot be
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“undone, and the order, which is the evidence of it, is therefore incapable
‘““of revocation or recall. Nor can that be effected indirectly which can
‘“not legally be done directly. An officer dismissed by executive order
“can not be relieved by being allowed to resign or be retired, or by
“being granted an honorable discharge. For in order to be discharged
“&ec., from the army, he must first be in the army, and there is but one
“mode by which an officer once legally separated from the army can be
“put into it, viz: by a new appointment, according to the Constitution.”

Paragraph 8, page 239.

4. ‘“A pardon cannot reach or remit a fully executed sentence,
‘“though the same may have been unjustly imposed. A pardon cannot
“admit to return to the army an officer or soldier legally separated
“ therefrom and made a civilian by a duly approved sentence of dis-
“missal, or by a dishonorable discharge. * * * * When, however,
‘‘any portion of a punishment remains unezecuted, that portion may be
“remitted by the pardoning power.”

' Paragraph 4, page 357.

5. “The pardoning power extends to continwing punishments, or
‘ punishments which are never fully executed—remitting in each case
‘“the punishment from and after the taking effect of the pardon. Of
‘“this class is the disqualification to hold military or public office. * * *
“These, being continuing punishments, may be put an end to at any
“time, by a remission by the pardoning power.”

Paragraph 6, page 358.

I am, therefore, of opinion that James Kane, not having an honor-
able discharge from the army, was at the time of his election and muster
as a member of the Grand Army of the Republic ineligible to such
membership, and that such election and muster is wholly illegal and
void.

Opinion 69, Blue Book, page 6.
OrinioN No. VIII. Marcu 12, 1885,

FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF PENNSYLVANIA.
CASE.

An applicant was duly elected to membership in Post 157, De-
partment of Pennsylvania, but, before being mustered, conducted him-
self in such a manner as to cause the Post to adopt a resolution request.
ing the Department Commander to set aside the ballot by which he was
elected. Upon this request the ballot was set aside by the Department
Commander.
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OPINION.

After an applicant has been duly elected, but Lefore he has been
mustered, he so conducts himself as to convince the comrades of the
Post that he is unworthy of membership in the Grand Army of the Re-
public, they may, by a vote of the Post, ask the Department Commander
to set aside the ballot by which such applicant was elected; and it is
lawful for him to set such ballot aside.

OrinioN No. IX. ApriL 3, 1885.
CASE.~

“Ts a person who served during the war for the suppression of the
Rebellion, only as a citizen or volunteer aide upon the staff of a Major
General, without having been commissioned or mustered into the army,
and who received no pay for such service, eligible to membership in the
Grand Army of the Republic?”

OPINION.

Chapter I, Art. IV., Rules and Regulations, defines who are eligible
to membership. The terms “ Soldiers and Sailors” therein used, applies
only to such as were duly mustered into the army or navy. A voluntcer
aide upon the staff of a general officer was there only by the courtesy
of such officer. He was not subject to duty, except as he chose to per-
form it. Though he may have been given certain rank while acting as
such aide, he was, nevertheless, only a civilian, voluntarily performing
the duties of a soldier, and could terminate such service at his own
pleasure. He was not a soldier of the United States Army, and could
receive no discharge therefrom, and is not, therefore, eligible to mem-
bership in the Grand Army of the Republic.

Respectfully submitted,
D. R. AUSTIN,

Judge Advocate General.
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Inspector Ceneral’s Report.

OrFiCcE or INsPECTOR GENERAL, G. A. R,,
HiLLspaLg, MicH., June 13, 1885.

. W. W. ALCORN,
Adjutant General.

CoMRADE:—I have the honor to submit to you,and through
you to the National Encampment, the following, as my Annual
Report as Inspector General of the Grand Army of the Republic,
for the year ending March 31, 1885. The year has been a very
prosperous one for the Order, and in most of the Departments
there has been a marked increase in interest and zeal mani-
fested by the comrades, to make the Grand Army more of a
fraternal and charitable institution than heretofore. The fol-
lowing statement shows the condition of each Department as
reported to me by Department Inspectors and Assistant Inspec-
tors General:

MAINE.

The report of comrade A. A. Nickerson, Inspector of this
Department, shows 135 Posts in the Department, with a
membership of 8,242. There has been a gain of 31 Posts
during the year, and all Posts inspected but two. The ritual-
istic work is well performed and officers and members exhibit
a lively interest in the work of the Order. The Posts own 254
muskets. Eighty-eight comrades have died during the year.
Nine Posts maintain a Relief Fund. There is $3,135.14 in the
Relief Fund and $2,317.02 has been expended for relief during
the year.

Assistant Inspector General, comrade O. J. Conant, reports
the Department Headquarters in first class condition; the
Department officers are conducting the work of the Depart-
ment according to the rules and regulations of the Order and
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attending to every want of the Posts with promptness. The
books and accounts are well kept, and the prospects for the
future of the Department are excellent.

NEW HAMPSHIRE.

Department Inspector, comrade John W. Mears, reports 81
Posts in the Department and all inspected, with a membership
of 4,354, which makes a gain of 610 members during the year,
all Posts having been inspected. The work is well performed
by the several Posts with but few exceptions, and the members
show a lively interest in everything pertaining to the Grand
Army. The officers and comrades are generally uniformed.
A majority of the Posts have Relief Funds and expended for
* relief during the past year $4,101.43. Aggregate amount of
money in Posts fund, $18,736.43.

Assistant Inspector General, Cyrus Freeman, reports that
he inspected Department Headquarters and finds the Depart-
ment in excellent condition. The books of the A. A. G. and
A. Q. M. G. are well kept. No Posts delinquent in quarterly
dues. The officers are attending to their duties well, and care-
fully looking after the wants and needs of the Department.
Comrade Freeman says “that Commander Collis is at all times
alive to the wants of the Department, and all of the officers of
his Staff are zealous and capable comrades, and are working in
harmony in promoting the best interests of the G. A. R.”
Past Commander Linehan is entitled to much credit for the
excellent condition in which he left the Department.

MASSACHUSETTS.

Department Inspector, comrade B. Reed Wales, reports
180 Posts in good standing and all inspected, showing a
membership of 16,992, a gain of 18 Posts and 2,231 members
for the past year. This Department is in a most excellent
condition; the officers and comrades nearly all uniformed and
equipped, and exhibiting a good interest in the work and
principles of the Order. Nearly all of the Posts have Relief
Funds, while many pay weckly sick benefits. The amount of
money in the relief and general funds $122531.53, and
$37,294,83 was expended for charities during the year, which
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shows that the comrades are living up to the principle of
charity in a true comradeship manner. Number of muskete
owned by Posts, 1,105. Number of members suspended during
the year, 2,392, and 1,829 reinstated. Assistant Inspector
General Charles A. Anthony, reports Department Headquarters
in excellent condition; the books and accounts kept in a
thorough and systematic manner. Comrade A. C. Monroe, A.
A. G. of the Department, is reported a most efficient officer,
zealous and untiring in attending to the interest of his Depart-
ment.

Comrade Wales’ report is thorough, complete and in
excellent shape. The Department is in excellent condition
and great credit is given the officers for the able management
of its affairs.

> RHODE ISLAND.

The report of Department Inspector, comrade A. A. Laro,
shows the Department healthy and prosperous. The Inspector
reports 16 Posts with a membership of 1,334. The work is
fairly performed, the officers and guards generally uniformed.
The aggregate number of muskets owned by Posts, 80. One-
half of the Posts have Relief Funds; the amount on hand
$3,787.87, and $333.62 expended for relief the past year. No
report received from Assistant Inspector General as to the
condition of Department Headquarters.

CONNECTICUT.

Department Inspector, David F. Chadeayne, reports 59
Posts in good standing, with 4,941 members, a gain of four
Posts and 724 members during the ycar. The officers and
guards are fairly uniformed and equipped. Members are quite
regular in attendance and exhibit an interest in the work of
the Order. The work of the Ritual is fairly performed. One-
half of the Posts have Relief Funds. Amount in relief and
general Post funds, $27,690.01; amount expended for relief
during the year, $2,928.52. Assistant Inspector General, Com-
rade Henry S. Brown, reports the inspection of Department
Headquarters, and finds the records in excellent shape, and
the Rules and Regulations complied with. He reports the



90 NINETEENTH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT

officers of the Department earnest and-attentive to their duties,
and that the general condition of the Department denotes a
prospcrous year.
NEW YORK.

No report from the Department Inspector received.

Assistant Inspector General, Comrade John Peattig, reports
his inspection of Department Hcadquarters as follows:

Whole number of Posts chartered April 1,1885. . . . 549

Postsingoodstanding . . . . . . . . ... ... 546
Number of members in good standing . . . . . . . .. 31,322
Number of Posts forfeiting charter during year. . . . . 5
Number of members dropped and suspended during year 1,338
Number of Posts delinquent in quarterly dues. . . . . 3

The Assistant Adjutant General’s books and records are
kept in excellent condition and all reports are promptly for-
warded to National Headquarters. He finds the officers of the
Department attending to the wants of the Posts with prompt-
ness and dispatch, and the general condition of the Depart-
ment prosperous and the outlook fine. Comrade Peattie calls
attention to the custom among members of wearing the ribbon
attached to the badge of the G. A. R., “of all colors and shades
of the rainbow, regardless of the fact that they never held the
office entitling them to such privilege, thus making it no mark
of honor or distinction to be entitled to wear any of the colors.”

The Department seems to be in excellent condition, but
the failure of the Inspector to forward his reports prevents me
from giving you the condition of Posts.

NEW JERSEY.

Comrade Frank O. Cole, Inspector of this Department,
reports 93 Posts, with a membership of 5,713 being a gain of
11 Posts and 364 members during the year. Three Posts were
not inspected. Two-thirds of the Posts have a Relief Fund,
and appropriated $7,203.01 for charity purposes during the
year. Amount of money in the relif fund, $17,333.00; number
of muskets owned by Posts, 678. Officers and members gener-
ally uniformed. Assistant Inspector General, Comrade Chas.
Ewan Meritt, reports the inspection of Department Head-
quarters and finds it in good condition and working smoothly.
The general condition of the Department is good.
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PENNSYLVANIA.

Comrade Thos. F. Malony, Department Inspector, makes
a general report of the condition of this Department, not being
able to send me his consolidated report of the Posts. He
reports the Department in exccllent condition; that the energy
of Department Commander Austin Curtin, and his Staff, is
creating an enthusiasm throughout the Department that is
most beneficial ; that the systematic and intelligent work of
the A. A. G., Thos. J. Stewart, and A. Q. M., H. G. Williams,
has brought the Department to an enviable state of efficiency
and discipline. Assistant Inspector General, B. C. Christy,
. reports the inspection of Department Headquarters as follows:
Number of Posts chartered during year. . . . . . 61

Number of Posts in good standing March 31, 85 . . 476
Number of members in good standing March 31, '35, 34,412

Number of Posts forfeiting charters during year . 1
Number of members dropped and suspended March

81, 1883 . . . . . .. 4,017
Number of comrades died during year. . . . . . 333
Amount of cashin handsof A.Q M.G. . . . . . $3,475 40

Number of Posts delinquent in quarterly dues. . .  None.

The books and records of the Department are in good
shape and well kept. The general condition of the Depart-
ment is excellent. :

Comrade Christy has performed his labors well, making a
full and thorough report of his inspection.

DELAWARE.

This Department consists of 12 Posts, 11 of which were
inspected, showing a membership of 519, as shown by the
report of Department Inspector, comrade James A. Price.
There has been no gain in number of Posts during the year,
but a gain of 40 in membership. Two Posts have a Relief
Fund, with $96.82 on hand. Expended for relicf, $282.83 during
the year. The Posts in the Department are, as a gencral thing,
in fair condition. Comrade Petrie B. Ayers, Assistant Inspector
General, in his report of inspection of Department Head-
qua;rters says that the general condition of the Department is
good, although some of the Posts have a hard struggle for
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existence, owing to the fact of their being located in the
country districts and of small membership; that for the first
time in the history of the Department, every officer is doing
the duties expected of him by the Manual. Heretoforo the
Department Commander has been the Department Commander,
A A G,A Q M. G. and C. of A. The files of orders for the
past four years are minus, with the exception of those of the
present administration. The reports from the different Posts
are incomplete, and, if ever rendered, have been lost. Depart-
ment Commander Litzenberg is doing all he can to bring
“order out of chaos,” and the prospects for the future are
encouraging.

MARYLAND.

The Department Inspector has failed to report the inspec-
tion of this Department, if any was made. Assistant Inspector
General, comrade Thomas A. Larkin, has inspected Depart-
ment Headquarters, and reports as follows, showing the
Department to be in pretty fair condition :

0. A. JANES,
Inspector General.

CoMRADE:—In obedience to General Orders, and in conformity
to your letter of March 19, 1885, I respectfully transmit the following,
showing the condition of the Department of Maryland on the 31st of
March, 1885, viz:

1. No.of Postschartered . . . . . . . . . . ... ... . 1
2. No. of Posts in good standing March 31,1885 . . + - . . 36
3. No. of members in good standing March 31,1885 . . . . 2,275
4. No. of Posts forfeiting charters during the year . . . . . none
5. No. of members dropped and suspended during year . . 423
6. No. of comrades died during year . . . . . . . . .. : 26
7. Amount of cashinhandsof A.Q M. G.. . . . . . .. $ 159 25
8. No. of Posts delinquent in quarterly dues April 1, 1885 . 2
9. The A. Q M. G. records are wellkept . . . . . . . .. first-class
10. The Assistant Adjutant General’s records are well kept . first-class
11. The Department Reports are promptly forwarded to Na-
tional Headquarters . . . . . . . . . . . . ...
12. The Department officers are conducting the work of the

Department according to the Rules and Regulations
oftheOrder. . . . . . ... ... ... .. ..
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18. The Department officers are attending every want of the
Posts with promptness and dispatch . . . . . . .
14. The general condition of the Departmentis . . . . . . good
15. No General Orders from National Headquarters are miss-
ing from files . . . . . . ... ...
16. The A. Q. M. General not givenbonds . . . . . . . . .

In conclusion I would state that the officers connected with
Department Headquarters are fully alive, and take the greatest pains
to advance the interest of the organization and the Posts connected
with the Department. I feel that I can safely say that the Department
isin as good condition as it has ever been, and that the Posts are trying
to do all that is in their power to make the approaching Memorial Day
a grand success.

~ Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L.,
THOMAS J. LARKIN,
Assigstant Inspector General.
POTOMAC.

The report of Department Inspector, George H. French,
shows the Posts of this Department in flourishing condition.
The Department numbers ten Posts and the comrades are
taking more than usual interest in everything pertaining to
the work of the Grand Army. The number of members in
good standing is 1,804. Amount paid for relief during the
year, $1,459.83. All of the Posts have comfortable quarters,
and from present indications the increase will be greater than
for several years, for the members have all become recruiting
officers. Assistant Inspector General, H. N. Rothery, makes a
full and thorough report of the inspection of Department
Headquarters, which shows the Department officers thorough
and efficient in the work of the Order. The Department is in
excellent condition in every particular, and prospects for the
future excellent. Comrade Rothery is to be commended for
his able and detailed report, which shows him to be thoroughly
conversant with the workings of his Department.

VIRGINIA.

This Department is in a fairly prosperous condition.
Department Inspector, S. E. Bickford, reports 16 Posts, with a
membership of 711, being an increase of three Posts and 116
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members during the year. Amount in General Post fund,
$1,867.52. Amount expended for relief during year, $589.57.
One-third of the Posts have a relief fund.

Assistant Inspector General, J. W. Woodman, reports that
he inspected the Department Headquarters, and finds the
books and accounts kept in a creditable manner, and in every-
thing pertaining to the duties of the Department officers he
could not find a single fault. Great interest is manifested by
the comrades, and the prospects are generally good.

OHIO.

That this Department is in a very prosperous condition is
best shown by the full reports of Department Inspector, Carl
N. Bancroft, and Assistant Inspector General, J. St. J. Clarkson.

HEeADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF OHIO, G. A. R,
CoLumBus, June 1, 1885.

0. A. JANES,
Inspector General.

ComrADE:—I have the honor to submit my report as Inspector of
the Department of Ohio, G. A. R., which has been taken since April 1,
1885, under General Orders No. 4, of March 31, 1885, from the Depart-
ment Commander. This Department consists of eighty-eight Inspec-
tion Districts, of which my consolidated report shows that eighty have
reported. I find on assuming the position of Inspector of this Depart-
ment that no inspection was made during the fall of 1884, owing to the
excitement attending the Presidential canvass, as the Department
Commander deemed it best to not order one during the close of his
administration.

The consolidated report of the eighty districts shows as follows:

Number Postsreported . . . . . . . . . . ... ... 388
Number Posts notreported . . . . . . . . . . . .. ... E 125
Number members in good standing . . . . . . . . .. .. 20,790
Number muskets owned by Posts . . . . . . . ... ... 1,629
Maximum amount charged for muster in. . . . . . . . .. $5 00
Minimum amount charged for muster in. . . . . . . . . . $1 00
Number Posts who have a relief fund . . . . . . . . . .. - 102
Total sum of relief fund. . . . . . . .. ... ... ... $10,147 24
Expended for charity . . . . . . . ... ... $11,278 85
Number Posts classedasgood . . . . . . . . . . .. ... 315
Number Posts classed as fair. . . . . . . . . . . . . ... 73

Number Posts who pay benefits . . . . . . . .. ... .. 44
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There has been an increased interest in this Department since
January, 1885, and the Department on the whole is in excellent condi-
tion with bright future prospects. The Assistant Inspectors have in
many cases called meetings of the -officers of Posts in their several
districts for consultation and an exemplification of Grand Army work,
creating a renewed interest and greatly adding to the discipline of the
Department. During the summer and fall instruction will be given to
continue this good work, and I shall endeavor by enthusiastic and
magnetic labor during the balance of the year to be ablc to present a
more thorough and complete report of the condition of each and every
Post on the roster in next report.

I regret that the districts of Hamilton, Lucas, Butler, Clermont,
Hocking, Lawrence, Meigs and Warren counties have failed to forward
me their reports, so the Buckeye State could be reported entire at our
next National Encampment as “All present or accounted for.”

As a rule, records are well kept, orders obeyed, and in all matters
pertaining to the good of the Order, great interest is being manifested,
and the future of the Department in growth and prosperity assured.

Yoursin F., C. and L.,
CARL N. BANCROFT,

Department Inspectors

OFFICE OF ASSISTANT INSPECTOR GENERAL, G. A. R.
Dayron, Onio, May 9, 1885.

A. O. JANES,
Inspector General.

CoMrADE:—I have the honor to report the condition of the Depart-
ment of Ohio, G. A. R, as directed by order of March 12,1885. On the
18th day of April I proceeded to Zanesville, Ohio, where the head-
quarters of this Department are located. Every facility for a complete
and thorough inspection of the affairs of the Department was afforded
by the Department Commander, R. B. Brown, and his most efficient
and reliable Assistant Adjutant General, H. A. Axline, and Assistant
Quartermaster General, F. C. Dietz.

The new system of book-keeping adopted by this Department
renders it impossible for an error to occur in the accounts between the
Department and her Posts, or that an order for supplies should be
unfulfilled. The records in both the Assistant Adjutant General’s and
Assistant Quartermaster General’s office are superbly kept, and reflect
the highest credit on these officers and their assistants. The Assistant
Quartermaster General gives no bond now. The Department is soon to
be incorporated, when bond will be given. There are no National
orders missing from the files. In short the general condition of the
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\Department is most excellent, and nothing is left undone by the
Department officers to advance the growth and prosperity of the differ-
ent Posts, and consequently that of the ©rder.

I have the honor to be your comrade in F.,, C. and L,
J. ST. J. CLARKSON.
Assistant Inspector General.

INDIANA.

The report from this Department shows large gains and
an increase in interest, although many of the Posts were not
inspected, owing to the shortness of the time allotted the
Assistant Inspectors to make the inspection.

Total number of Posts reported by Comrade Jasper E.
Lewis, Department Inspector, 396; number not inspected 52;
number of members in good standing March 31, 1885, 16,434.
Three Posts forfeited their charter during the year. Forty-
seven have Relief Funds. Amount in relief fund, $6,827.90;
expended for relief during the year, $7,129.84. Assistant
Inspector General, Lewis B. Fulwiler, reports that he finds the
Department officers thorough and competent for the positions
they are filling. ~ The books and fecords are in excellent
condition, and that renewed life has been infused in the
Department by the election of Comrade David N. Foster,
Department Commander; that there seems to be a rivival in
the Order, and that there will be a large incrcase in member-
ship during the year.

NEBRASKA.

No report received from the Department Inspector.

Comrade L. D. Richards, Assistant Inspector General,
reports the Department in good condition, records complete
and well kept, officers enthusiastic in the work. Number of
Posts in the Department, 197. :

COLORADO.

The report of Department Inspector, Comrade A. B. Place,
shows 59 Posts in the Department, and 53 inspected. The
gain in membership during the year is 46, making a total of
2,188 members in the Department. The general condition of
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the Posts is good, and with few exceptions are better than the
report would indicate, for the reason that many Posts arc
located in mining districts, when at this time of the year
members are scattered in the mountains, making it almost
impossible for them to attend meetings. One-half of the Posts
have a Relief Fund. Amount expended for relief during the
year $2,377. The prospect for the Department is favorable.
No report from Assistant Inspector General.

MISSOURIL

Reports from this Department indicate it to be in a prosper-
ous condition. Department Inspector, Arthur Dreifus, reports
228 Posts, with a membership of 8,096. Redistricting -the
Department occasioned considerable delay in ordering an
inspection, so that the time to make the inspection was neces-
sarily shortened, thus preventing many Posts from being
inspected. There were 117 Posts inspected. The officers and
guards in 39 Posts are uniformed and equipped; Ritual com-
mitted to memory in 38; members in 16 Posts are uniformed;
37 Posts own muskets numbering 393. The officers and com-
rades exhibit an interest, generally; the records are complete
and well kept in 107 Posts; a Relief Fund in 24; amount of
money in Relief Fund, $2,164.72; amount expended for charities
during the year, $2,000.88. The officers of the Department
are competent and efficient, and are doing everything possible
for the welfare of the Department.

Assistant Inspector General, Christain Stawitz, reports the
inspection of Department Headquarters, and says that the
present administration of the Department of Missouri has
entered upon its duties, and is doing all that is possible and
necessary to bring the Department into proper order; that the
Department Officers are aiming to conduct the work of the
Department according to the Rules and Regulations. The
general condition of the Department is improving, and the
future is bright.

MICHIGAN.

The reports from this Department show active and enthu-

siastic work on the part of officers and comrades. Department
7
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Inspector C. G. Hampton, reports 303 Posts in the Department,
and 284 inspected, with a membership in those inspected of
14,724.

Number of Posts not inspected . . . . . . ... ... ... 19
« “ in which Ritual is committed . . . . . . .. 58
“ “ “ work is properly performed . . . . 73
“ « “  Officers and Guards are equipped 84
[ 143 [ 113 3 partly 3 65
“ “ « “ “  are uniformed . . 28
[ [ 3 [ 43 are partly “ . . 163
« « “  Members are uniformed . . . . . . 61
“ “ “ ‘“  are partly uniformed . . . 177
« « «“ “  are without uniforms . . . 126
“ musketsownedby Posts . . . . ... ... .... 1,646
“  of Posts in which officers are regular in attendance . . 220
“ “ “ members “ “ . 204
“ « “ there is a lack of full interest. . . . . 45
“ “ bhavingaReliefFund. . . . . .. ... .. 71
« “ “ ReliefCorps. . . .. . ... ..... 42
“ “ classed asexcellent . . . . . ... .. ... 14
« “ “ very good. . . . . .. ... .. 25
“ “ “ good. . . . .. ... 106
“ “ “ fair. . . ... o0 o0 100
«“ « “ poor. . . . . . ... e 35
“ “ “ bad . e e e e e e e e 4

Amount of money in Relief Fund - - . . . . . . ... ... $2,051.18

Comrade Hampton in his excellent report, says “the
growth in membership in this Department for the past three
years has been so rapid as to outstrip discipline, which now
devolves upon the present administration to supply, and to
that end the Department officers are earnestly working.” At
no time in the history of the Department has its prospects
been so bright as at present. Comrade Hampton, as Inspector
of this Department, has done the work well, and deserves
special mention for his systematic and complete report. Assis-
tant Inspector General, M. A. Merrifield, reports inspec-
tion of Department Headquarters, finding the records and
accounts in an excellent condition, and well kept. The
officers of the Department are untiring in their zeal for the
upbuilding of the Order, and are giving special attention to
the discipline of the Department, and a strict observance of
the Rules and Regulations, and are striving to bring the
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Department up to the highest standard both in spirit and
accuracy of work.

Comrade Charles D. Long, the present Department Com-
mander, and his very efficient A. A. G., Comrade O. F. Lock-
head, aro doing all within their power to place this Depart-
ment in the front rank, and will push the work with earnest-
ness the coming year.

VERMONT.

Department Inspector, D. S. Morgan, reports a thorough
inspection of this Department, reporting 84 Posts, with a
membership of 3,404. Five Posts were not inspected. The
Posts in the Department are generally in good condition; the
records are well kept, work of ritual fairly performed, and
comrades full of enthusiasm for the success of the Department.
Comrade Morgan urged a thorough inspection of Posts, which
he thinks will result in better work and an increase of enthusi- _
asm, and deserves great credit for the interest exhibited in
securing a thorough inspection of his Department. The
officers of the Department are all working faithfully to increase
the interest and make the Department second to none in
enthusiasin and efficiency.

DAKOTA.

Department Inspector, Walter I. Himes, reports 85 Posts
in this Department, with a membership of 2,560. There were
15 Posts not inspected, and no cause assigned for non-inspec-
tion of same. There has been a gain of 39 Posts, and 1,484
members, during the year. Assistant Inspector General, Isaac
13. West, reports that he finds the Department Headquarters
in a very satisfactory condition; the records and accounts well
kept, and everything connected with the Department in a
prosperous condition. The officers and comrades are using
cvery effort to strengthen and arouse an interest in the work
of the Order with encouraging results. The prospects for the
Department are very flattering.

GULF.

Department Inspector, Henry Street, reports five Posts in
this Department with 335 members. During the year six
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Posts were detached from this Department, and were made to
constitute the Department of Texas. Comrade Street reports
the Posts in good condition, and the prospects for the future
growth very good.

Comrade R. Stewart Dennce, Assistant Inspector General,
reports the inspection of Department Headquarters, and finds
that the officers are not conducting the business of the Order
strictly in accordance with the Rules and Regulations; that the
Assistant Adjutant General and Inspector are the only officers
who keep the records properly, there being no records or
reports from the Assistant Quartermaster General, Judge
Adyocate, Chief Mustering officer, Medical Director, or Chap-
lain, and no records to show of any meetings of the Council
of Administration. With the exception of the inattention of
some of the Department officers to perform their duties, the
Department is in fair condition.

TEXAS.

This Department was organized during the latter part of
the present year. Assistant Inspector General, Comrade Chas.
Emery, reports the Department in fair condition, with six
Posts and 264 members. The Department officers are new to
the work, but are diligently building up the Department, and
hope to make a good showing another year. :

KANSAS.

Comrade -H. M. Miller, Department Inspector, reports 380
Posts, with only 250 inspected, and 12,057 members in those
inspected. Comrade Miller says many things have conspired
against a fuller report, among which is shortness of time,
excessive high water, and rush of spring work. This is a
country of magnificent distances, many of the Posts being
forty miles apart, rendering it herculean task to inspect all on
short notice. 'With but three exceptions all of the Posts are in
a healthy and prosperous condition, and the close of the year
will show a very marked increase. The work in most cases is
- properly performed. Amount in relief fund, $13,452.18, and
there was $4,586.43 expended for charities during the year.
Prospects for the future excellent.



GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIG. io0i
IOWA.

Comrade Geo. W. Harbin, Departmsrt: Inspector, reports
this Department in a most ﬂouris,hing condition, snd is to be
commended for his zeal and energy.in.secyring & thereugh
inspection. There are 385 Posts in good standing, with a
membership of 16,720. The officers and members manifest
great interest in the growth of the Order, and the discipline
of the Posts is improving, special attention being given to this
important part of Post work.

Assistant Inspector General, A. H. McCracken, reports
the Department in a very healthy condition, the books and
records well kept, and in the best of order. Comrade
McCracken makes special mentione of the services of C. B.
Stitson, Assistant Adjutant General, and D. R. Weaver, Assis-
tant Quartermaster General, as most efficient officers. The
thorough and much improved method of inspecting the
Department has given new zeal and interest in the prosperity
of the Order, which is~due to the untiring efforts of Depart-
ment Inspector, Comrade Harbin. Under the administration
of Department Commander, E. G. Miller, the Department has
made a steady and solid growth, and the future of the Depart-
ment is very flattering.

ILLINOIS.

Department Inspector, George A. Wilson, reports 430
Posts in this Department, with only 160 Posts inspected. Com-
rade Wilson says he is unable to explain the cause of failure of
the delinquent Assistant Inspectors to send their reports. The
160 Posts reported have oxpended in charity $4,718.09, and
have on hand in their relief fund $4,710.52.

It is to be regretted that this large Department should
fail to make a full report of its condition. With less than one-
half of its Posts reported, I am unable to give you a very
correct condition of tLe Department.

MINNESOTA.

No report received from Department Inspector. Assistant
Inspector General, H. P. McIntyre, reports that he inspected
Department Headquarters, and finds the number of Posts in
good standing to be 126, with a membership of 6,011. The
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Department officers aré conducting the business of the Depart-
ment tvath préompiness, and attending to the wants of the
Posts The general condition of the Department is good.

FLORIDA.

Assistant Inspector General, B. F. Stearns, reports six
Posts, with two more to be mustered soon. The Department
books and records are kept in accordance with the Rules and
Regulations. Department officers manifest great interest in
the work, and are using every means at hand to build up the’
Department. Prospects fair.

%V[ONTANA.

Comrade H. S. Howell, Assistant Inspector General,
reports that he inspected Headquarters of this Department,
and found everything connected therewith in excellent condi-
tion. The affairs of the Department are being closely attended
to, and carefully managed by the Department Commander and
Assistant Adjutant General. The prospects for the future
good.

WASHINGTON TERRITORY.

Comrade E. R. Marcum, Assistant Inspector General,
reports that he finds this Department in excellent shape.
Number of Posts in the Department, 21; number of Posts
chartered during the year, 10; number of members in good
standing, 827; all the Posts have Relief Funds, and the
comrades are enthusiastic in the work. The Department
officers are men of standing and of love for the Order. The
Department is in excellent condition, with good prospects for
doubling its Posts and membership during the year.

ARKANSAS.

Assistant Inspector General, Comrade A. G. Savage,
reports 18 Posts in this Department, with a membership of
600. Eight Posts were chartered during the year. The
Department officers are active in the work of the Order. The
books and accounts are well kept, and the general condition
of the Department is fair.
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OREGON.

Department Inspector, C. L. Fay, reports 29 Posts in this
Department, with 21 inspected, and 724 members. The
general condition of the Department is good, and prospects
for the future favorable. The officers of the Department are
performing their duties faithfully, with a view to a permanent
building up of the Department.

TENNESSEE AND GEORGIA.

Department Inspector, Newton T. Beal, reports 33 Posts
in this Department, with only two inspected, and no cause
assigned for the failure to inspect the others. The report is so
meager and incomplete, that I am not able to report you the
condition of the Department other than above.

‘WISCONSIN.

William S. Sample, Department Inspector, reports 193
Posts in this Department, with 64 not inspected. No cause is
assigned for the failure to inspect the 64 omitted. The Depart-
ment is in a flourishing condition, and the prospects for the
future are the most flattering. Large gains in Posts and
membership have been made during the past year.

KENTUCKY.

Department Inspector, R. B. Caldwell, reports 35 Posts in
the Department, with 21 not inspected. The membership in
those inspected is 869. The amount expended for charity
during the year is $546.95. The showing of this Department
is not as good as desired. The records and books are reported
not very well kept, and the Department not as prosperous as
it ought to be. It is hoped that the present year will place
the Department on a firmer footing, and that new life and
energy will be infused into the work.

NEW MEXICO.

Comrade George W. Hartman, Department Inspector,
reports eight Posts, with a membership of 285. Amount
expended for charity, $350.00. The Inspector reports the
Department in a prosperous condition, and predicts that in
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the near future it will wield a power that will be felt for good,
in the advancement of the principles of the Grand Army.

UTAH.

The Inspector of this Department, Comrade Lemington
McCarty, reports nine Posts, with three Posts not inspected.
The membership in those inspected is 198. Department
Headquarters is reported in excellent condition, books and
records well kept, and the Department in good working order.

I regret exceedingly that I am not able to report the
exact condition of every Department in our National jurisdic-
tion. The omission of some of the Department Inspectors
to make reports, is due to the change of date for holding the
National Encampment, giving only a few weeks in which to
complete the inspection. Efficient and thorough inspections
of Posts is greatly desired in order to have uniformity in the
ritualistic work, "and discipline in the Posts, and work of the
Order. There is no branch of the service that will build up
Departments so much as efficient and thorough inspection.
The office of Inspector General is becoming a very important
factor in making this branch of our work successful, and
Department Commanders can materially aid the work, by
giving more attention to the inspections of Departments and
urging more thorough work by the Inspection officers.

In conclusion I wish to thank the Commander-in-Chief,
members of the National Staff, the Department Inspectors,
and Assistant Inspectors General, for the kindness shown me
and valuable aid rendered, in performing the duties of the
office. The Assistant Inspectors General have been prompt in
responding to every call, and exhibited a willingness to do all
within their power for the success of the Administration, the
upbuilding of our beloved Order, and dissemination of the
grand principles of Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty.

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L.
0. A. JANES,

Inspector General.




Proceedings of the Council of Administration.

MinNEAPOLIS, MINN,, July 2, 1884.

Meeting of the Council of Administration at the West
House, Minneapolis:

There were present:

Commander-in-Chief, . . . . . . . Jorx S. Kounrtz, Toledo, Ohio.
Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief, . . JouN P. Rea, Minneapolis, Minn.
Adjutant General, . . . . . . . .. W. W. Avrcorn. Toledo, Ohio.
Quartermaster General, . . . . . . JouN TayLor, Philadelphia Pa.
Arkansas, . . . . . . ... ... Tros. H. BArNEs, Fort Smith.
California, . . . . . . .. . ... Warter H. Hormes, San Francisco.
Connecticut, . . . . . . . . ... Frep. C. SpENCER, Waterbury.
Colorado, . . . . . .. .. ... C. D. HarkinNsoN, Denver.
Delaware, . . . . . . . . . ... ‘W. H. PurneLL, Newark.

Towa, - « « « v v v v JonN K. DEAL, Carroll.

Kansag, . . . . . . ... . ... H. L. MiLLARD, Sterling.
Kentucky, . .. ........ SamuEeL T. Jack, Louisville.
Maine, . . . . . . i . ... .. F. W. HasgerLr, Waterville.
Michigan, . . . . . .. ... .. SamurL WEeLLs, Buchanan.
Minnesota, . . . . . . . . ... ‘W. P. RoBerTs, Minneapolis.
Nebraska, . « - « « « « « o . .. J. 0. WesT, Grand Island.

New Hampshire, . . . . . . . .. D. B. NewnALL, Concord.

New Mexico, . . . . . * + . .. .J.J. FrrzcerreLL, Las Vegas.
NewYork,. . . . . .. ... .. HermaN F. Fox, Geneva.
Oregon, . . . . . . .. ... .. B. B. TurrLE, Portland.
Pennsylvania, . . . . . ... .. SaMuEL HARPER, Pittsburgh.
Tennessee and Georgia, . . . . . E. 8. Jones, Nashville.

Meeting called to order by the Commander-in-Chief, who
in a few remarks charged members of the Council to urge
upon Departments such zeal and activity as would result in an
increase of membership to three hundred thousand by the
next ‘Annual Encampment.

On motion of Comrade Harper, the Commander-in-Chief
was authorized to enter into contract with J. A. Davidson, of
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Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, for one hundred thousand Grand
Army badges, and to order Printed Supplies from present con-
tractors, at old contract price, until new contract could be
made.

Comrade Holmes, of California, moved that $2,500 be
appropriated to meet official expenses of the Commander-in-
Chief.

Comrade E. 8. Jones, of Tennessee and Georgia, moved to
amend by making the amount of the appropriation $3,000.

The Commander-in-Chief—

In my judgment $3,000 would be more than is necessary.
I should say $2,000 would be ample.

Comrade Jones withdrew his amendment.

Comrade Harper moved to amend by making the amount
$2,000.

The amendment was carried.

Comrade Harper, of Pennsylvania, moved that the follow-
ing amounts be appropriated for the purposes named :

Salary of the Adjutant General, . . . . ... $1,500.
Clerk hire for the Adjutant General, . . . . . 500.
Salary of the Quartermaster General, . . . . . 1,200.

The motion was carried.
On motion of Comrade Holmes, of California, the Council
adjourned.

MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.

ToLEDpO, OHIO, November 12, 1884.

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the Council of
Administration, held at National Headquarters.

There were present:

Commander-in-Chief, JorN S. KouNTz.
Adjutant General, W. W. ALcCORN.
Quartermaster General, JoEN TAYLOR.
Judge Advocate General, D. R. AusTIN.
Comrade SaMUuEL HARPER, Pennsylvania.

“ Herman F. Fox, New York.

¢ J. J. SuLLivaN, Ohio.

¢ SaMuEL WELLS, Michigan.
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Meeting called to order by the Commander-in-Chief.

Comrade Wells moved that the Committee procced to the
examination of designs submitted, with a view to selecting a
suitable design for an emblem, as authorized by the last
National Encampment.

Designs by J. Henry Gerke, Philadelphia, Pa.; F. W. Man-
chester, Providence, Rhode Island; J. A. Joel, New York’
City,and Jos. K. Davison, of Philadelphia, Pa., were examined.

Upon motion of Comrade Harper, the design submitted by
Comrade Jos. K. Davison, of Philadelphia, Pa., (being a copy
of that part of the Grand Army star contained within the
circle reduced one-third in size), was adopted.

Comrade J. J. Sullivan moved that it should be manufac-
tured in the shape of a button, to be worn on the left lapel of
the coat.

The motion was carried.

Upon motion, the Commander-in-Chief was authorized to
enter into a contract with Comrade Jos. K. Davison, of Phila-
delphia, Pa., for their manufacture in such quantities as he
might direct, the cost not to exceed five cents each.

A communication from Past Commander-in-Chief R. B.
Beath, Chairman of the Committee on the subject of Testi-
monials, voted by the last National Encampment to the State
of Minnesota, Department of Minnesota, and City of Minne-
apolis, was read. '

- Comrade Harper moved that the sum of five hundred dol-
lars be appropriated for the use of the Committee on Testi-
monials, and that the committee be instructed to conform to
the letter of the resolution ordering them..

The motion was carried.

The Quartermaster General reported that in the absence
of a contract for rank-straps, he had pending the meeting of
the Executive Committee, placed orders for straps to meet
temporary demands. ,

On motion, the action of the Quartermaster General was
approved.
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On motion, the Quartermaster General was authorized to
onter into a contract with Comrade Manchester, of Providence,
Rhode Islé.nd, or elsewhere, for such quantities of rank straps
as were from time to time required, the price not to exceed
twenty cents each.

After a general discussion of the subject the following
prices were, on motion, fixed as the price of supplies to Depart-
ments until further orders:

Service Books, . . . . . . each,. . . . . ... $ 15
Rituals, . .. ... ... perset, . ... .. 50
Rules and Regulations, . .each, . ... ... 03
Applications, . . . . . . . per hundred, . . . . 40
Leaves of Absence, . . . . per hundred,. . . . 150
Transfer*Cards, . . . . . . per hundred, . . . . 225
Discharges, . . . . . . . . per hundred, . . . .92 25
Post Charters, . . . . . . each, . ...... 25
Descriptive Books, . . . .each, . ... ... 50
) Membership Badges, . . .each, . . ... .. 40
Button Emblems, . . . . . each, . ... ... 06
Badge Ribbons, . . . . . . each, ... .... 06
Rank Straps, . . . . . .. each, . ...... 25
Manuals, . . . . . . .. each, . ... ... 06
Odes,. - « « « v v o v o per hundred, . . . . &0
Electrotypes, . . . . . . . each. . ... ... 36

It was reported to the committee that the lithographic
stone on which department charters had been printed, was
destroyed and the charter blanks were exhausted.

On motion the subject was referred to the Commander-in-
Chief, Adjutant General and Quartermaster General, and in
view of the limited quantity future demands would require,
authorized them to be engrossed.

The resolution on the question of ¢ tactics” referred to the
Council of Administration was, after discussion, on motion, re-
ferred back to the National Encampment with a negative recom-
mendation.

Comrade Harper moved the adoption of the following reso-
lution :

¢ Resolved, That the Council of Administration recommends that
the practice of furnishing testimonials to places where the National
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Encampment is held be dispensed with, when requiring the expendi-
ture of money.”
The motion was carried.

On motion, the Commander-in-Chief, Adjutant General and
Quartermaster General were appointed, to design a book case,
to be presented to Past Commander-in-Chief R. B. Beath, as a
testimonial in accordance with a resolution of the Eighteenth
National Encampment; and that one hundred and fifty dollars
be appropriated for that purpose.

On motion, one hundred dollars was appropriated with
which to purchase the testimonial voted to Past Adjutant Gen-
eral John Vanderslice by the National Encampment. Referred
to same committee as above.

A motion that the Commander-in-Chief appoint a commit-
tee of five to serve as a committee on transportation to the
Ninteenth National Encampment, prevailed.

The Commander-in-Chief appointed the following com-
mittee:

Comrade Samuel Wells, Buchanan, Michigan.
¢ J. M. Hall, Toledo, Ohio.

J. C. Linehan, Penacook, New Hampshire.

¢ Thos. J. Stewart, Philadelphia, Pennsylvama.

“ J. G. Everst, Chicago, Illinois.

On motion, Comrade Samuel Harper, of Pennsylvania,

was appointed a committee to prepare a report of this commit-
tee, and submit the same to the Council of Administration.

Committee adjourned.

A second meeting of the Council of Administration was
had, pursuant to orders, in the Aldermen’s room, City Hall,
Portland, Maine, June 23, 1885, at 9 o’clock A. M.

There were present:

Commander-in-Chief, . . . . . .. JouN S. Kountz, Toledo, Ohio.
Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief, . . Joun P. Rea, Minneapolis, Minn.
Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief, . . Ira E. Hicks, New Britain, Conn.
Adjutant General, . . . . . . . .. W. W. AvrcorN, Toledo, Ohio.
Quartermaster General, . . , . . .JouN TAavLor, Philadelphia. Pa.
Connecticut, . . . . . . . ... ... FRreD. A. SPENCER, Waterbury.

Dakota, . . . . .. ... ... « . . JorN B. DENNi8, Yankton.
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Delaware, . . . . . . ... . ... . W. H. PurNELL, Newark.
Towa, . . . . . . ... ... .. .. JonN K. DeaL, Carroll.
Kansas, . ... ........... H. L. MiLLARD, Sterling.
Kentucky, . . . . . .. . ... ... SamueL T. Jack, Louisville,
Maryland, . . . . .. ... ... .. ‘W. O. SaviLLE, Baltimore.
Massachusetts, . . . . . . . .. ... Hexry B. PiErcr, Abington.
Minnesota, . . .. ... ...... 'W. P. RoBeRTs, Minneapolis.
New Hampshire, . . . . . . . .. .. D. B. NewnALL, Concord.
NewJersey, . . . . . .. ... ... J. R. VansYkLE. Jersey City.
NewYork, . . ... ......... HermaN F. Fox, Geneva.
Oregon, . . . ... ......... B. B. TurTLE, Portland.
Pennsylvania, . . . . .. ... ... SamueL Hareer, Pittsburgh.
Potomae, . .. .. .. ... .... JorN CamERrON, Washington.
Rhode’Island, ............ W. J. BraDFORD, Providence.
Tennessee and Georgia, . . . . . . . . E. 8. Jongs, Nashville.
Vermont, . . . . . . .. .. .. .. L. F. TerriLy, Underhill.
Virginia, . . . . .. e e e e e e e e H. DeB. Cray, Newport News.
Wisconsin, . . . ... . ... ... PriLip CHEEK, JR., Baraboo.

Meeting called to order by the Commander-in-Chief.

Comrade Harper submitted report of the Executive Com-
mittee for the past year.

On motion of Comrade Pierce, of Massachusetts, approved,
and Comrade Harper instructed to present it to the National
Encampment as the report of the Council of Administration.

Comrade William Emmerson, of Florida, was elected to
fill vacancy in the Council from that Department.

The resignations of Comrades W. W, Berry, of Illinois,
and C. T. Harkinson, of Colorado, were on motion accepted.

Comrades J. C. Black, of Illinois, and George W. Cook, of
Colorado, were elected to fill the vacancies created.

The Commander-in-Chief stated that the Department of
Tennessee and Georgia being scattered over a large territory,
extraordinary expenses had attended the organization and re-
cruiting of that Department the past year ; tha‘ it was indebted
to the Quartermaster General in the sum of $372.00 for sup-
plies, and recommended that the indebtedness be remitted.

Comrade Dennis, of Dakota, stated that the same facts were
true with regard to the department of Dakota.
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Comrade Cheek, of Wisconsin, moved that the Departments
of Tennessee and Georgia, and Dakota be granted one year's
time in which to meet their liabilities.

The motion was carried.

Comrade Harper moved that the actual expenses of officers
making reports to the National Encampment be paid, commut-
ing the time of coming and going at the shortest practical time
necessary.

The motion was carried.

On motion the Council took a recess until 9 A. M., June 24.

The Council again assembled at 9 o'clock A. M., June 24th,
Commander-in-Chief in the chair; fifteen other members
present. '

Comrade Harper moved that the Commander-in-Chief be
authorized to employ a short-hand reporter to report the pro-
ceedings of the Ninteenth National Encampment.

The motion was carried.

The following resolution was adopted :

“ Resolved, That a committee be appointed to draft suitable resolu-
tions, to be submitted to the National Encampment for its approval,
thanking the various transportation lines for the rates and extraordinary
facilities furnished to members of the Order, their families and friends,
to attend the Ninteenth National Encampment.”

The Commandeor-in-Chief appointed the following commit-
tee: Comrades Samuel Wells, Michigan ; Samuel Harper, Penn-
sylvania; B. B. Tuttle, Oregon.

On motion the Council adjourned.

After the reading of the reporté the following business
was transacted :
A Delegate—
I have a resolution referring to Department Encampments.

The Commander-in-Chief— -
If there is no objection it will be received and referred.
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The resolution was referred to the Committee on Resolu-
tions.

Comrade J. L. Bennett, of Illinois—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I ask the privilege of reading a
telegram we have received from Illinois this morning. At our
annual meeting of the Department of Illinois,a committee was
appointed to ask our State Legislature for an appropriation of
$200,000 for the purpose of building a Soldiers’ Home in Illi-
nois. The committee, with the different comrades who were
in Springfield, met the Committee on Appropriations of the
Legislature and performed their duty, and left it in the hands
of the Legislature. We have received this telegram:

SPRINGFIELD, ILL., June 24, 1885.
Capr. J. W. Bussr:

Soldiers’ Home hill passed to-day. Tell the boys to ask every State
to do the same.
(Signed), H. H. EVANS.

Comrade C. V. R. Pond, of Michigan—

I desire to say a word for Michigan. I desire to say that
the soldier governor of Michigan, within the last ten days, has
signed a bill for a Soldiers’ Home in that State.

Comrade J. C. Bonnell, of Nebraska—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—This is in reference to a badge for
the Thirteenth Army Corps, that did good service, and never
adopted a badge. Those of that Corps who reside in Necbraska
and were at our Department Encampment, ask the National
Encampment, 1n a resolution which I will read, to adopt a
badge for that Corps, and publish it in General Orders. The
resolution is as follows:

WaHEREAS, The Thirteenth Army Corps while in the service of the
Union, between 1861 and 1865, did not adopt a badge, therefore, we, mem-
bers of the Corps, hereby ask this Encampment, speaking for all the
members of that Corps in our State, to memorialize the National Encamp-

ment and ask the National Encampment to provide for the Thirteenth
Corps a badge described as follows:

“An oval hanging laterally with a true triangle engraved in center,
and that in approval of same by the National Encampment, a diagram
of the same be published in General Orders.”

I move the adoption of this resolution.
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Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief Rea—
CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I move the resolution be referred
to the Committee on Rules and Regulations.

A Delegate—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I move as an amendment that the
resolution be referred to a special committee composed of mem-
bers of the 13th Army Corps.

The motion as amended was carried.

Comrade Norton, of Minnesota—
CouMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I desire to read the following letter
which will explain a resolution I am about to offer.

MinNEAPoOLIS, Minn., June 24, 1885,
H. B. P1ERCE, ‘

DEeAR Sir AND CoMrADE: Comrade George H. Johnston, of Post 67,
Department of Maine, having complied with all the requirementsof the
Rules and Regulations for re-instatement as Past Department Commander
of the Department of Minnesota, the Department in Annual Session
at Mankato, January 28th and 29th, 1885, voted unanimously to present
the name of Comrade Johnston for re-instatement as Past Department

Commander of Minnesota.
Yoursin F., C. and L.,

E. C. BABB,
e Past Dept. Comd’r.
H. A. NorToN, Assistant Adjutant General. -

Comrade Norton—
I offer the following resolution:

Resolved, That Comrade Geo. H. Johnston, of Post 67, Department
of Minnesota, be, and is hereby restored to his former rank of Past
Department Commander.

Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief Rea—
I move the resolution be referred to the Committee on
Rules and Regulations.

The resolution was so referred.

Comrade Wagner, of Pennsylvania—
CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I have been requested by tho

United States Maimed Soldiers’ and Sailors’ League to present
8
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this draft of an act of Congress; and I ask that it be referred
to the Committee on Pensions, when appointed.

The Commander-in-Chief—
It there is no objection, it will be so referred.

Comrade Deal, of Towa—

We have a communication from a comrade by the name of
Colton, agking the whereabouts of comrades of a regiment
from Maine. I ask that this be referred in some way to the
proper committee. It seems very hard that he cannot get his
papers right. He served in a Maine regiment. We are right
in the center of it, and we think we ought to find the address
of these men.

Referred to the Committee on Pensions.

Comrade Adams, of Massachusetts—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I have a resolution in regard to the
introduction in Congress of a petition and a bill for a pension
to Mother Bickerdyke.

Referred to the Committee on Pensions.

Comrade Loring, of Massachusetts—
ComMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I desire to offer the following reso-
lution :

Resolved, That this Encampment endorses the bill pending in the
last Congress, known as the Eight Dollar measure, of which the follow-
ing is a copy:

A Bill granting pensions for service in the Army and Navy of the United
States during the war of the Rebellion.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of
America in Congress assembled, That all officers, soldiers and sailors, who
served in the Army, Navy or Marine Corps of the United States for a period
of not less than sixty days, between March 4th, 1861, and July Ist, 1865, and
who were honorably discharged therefrom, shall receive a pension of eight
dollars per month during the remainder of their lives. This act shall take
effect from its passage.

and instructs the Pension Committee to make every effort to secure its
passage.

I move that this resolution be referred to the Committee
on Resolutions.
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Comrade Wagner, of Pennsylvania— :

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—AS it is a matter of pensions, I
think it ought to go to the Committee on Pensions. I move
you, sir, that the resolution that has just been read by Com-
rade Loring, be referred to the Committee on Pensions.

Comrade Tanner, of New York—
As a member of the Committee on Pensions, I hope this
resolution will go to the Committee on Resolutions.

Comrade Loring—
If there is no objection, I accept the amendment.

Comrade Patch, of Massachusetts—
I don’t think the comrade intended it to go to the Com-
mittee on Pensions.

Comrade Loring—
I withdraw my consent.

Comrade Wagner—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—ALIl the papers that have been pre-
sented on pensions have becn referred to the Committee on
Pensions, and I hope the comrade on my right will be able to
sce his way clear to accept my amendment. I hope the amend-
ment will be adopted.

Comrade Patch—

' CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—My proposition is this: Thisis one
of a series of resolutions to be referred to the Committee on
Resolutions. The report of the Committee on Resolutions, if
there is any action to be taken on the question, can be referred
to the Committee on Pensions. I do not stand up to defend
the bill now, although I am in favor of it, but I ask that it be
referred to the Committee on Resolutions.

The amendment of Comrade Wagner was lost, and the
resolution referred to the Committee on Resolutions.

Comrade Cole, of Nebraska—
I have in my hand a communication from a comrade in
my Department who wants it read to the Encampment:
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KEeARrNEY, Burraro Co., Ngs., June 12, 1885.

Dear ComraDE—It being impossible for me to be present at Port-
land with the comrades, will you be kind enough to have the following
read from the stand :

“To any member late of Company I, 12th°N. Y. V. Cav.:— Robert
Lafontaine, 1st Sergeant of Company I, would like to get the address of
any comrade of said Company or of Regiment.

Address,
R. LAFONTAINE.
“Yours in F., C. and L. until I answer the last bugle call.”

It is a matter which to you may not be very important,
but to this comrade who asks for information it may be.

Comrade Foster, of Indiana—

ComMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I hold in my hand a paper which
the Department of Indiana desires to have referred to the Com-
mittee on Pensions. [t refers to the peculiar claims of com-
rades suffering from deafness.

The paper was so referred, without reading.

Comrade Hall, of New York—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—If in order, I move that the election
of officers for the National Encampment be made the special
order for to-morrow morning at ten o’clock.

Comrade Harper, of Pennsylvania—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—That motion would not be in order
while we have yet to hear the report of the Council of Admin-
istration. Following is the report of the Executive Committee
of the Council of Administration, which I am directed to
present as the report of the Council.

To the National Council of Administration, G. A. R.

ComraDES:—The undersigned Executive Committee report as fol-
lows: :

But one meeting of the Committee was held during the year—on
the twelfth day of November, 1884, at National Headquarters in the
City of Toledo. Prior to that time the Commander-in-Chief had
authorized advertisements to be made soliciting proposals for such
printing as might be required, and as the rcsponses left no room for
doubt as to whom contracts should be given, he determined in the
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interests of economy not to call a meeting of the Committee, but to
consult the members by correspondence through the Adjutant General.
The Committee authorized to be made the necessary contracts at prices
greatly to the advantage of the organization.

At the meeting referred to, the Committee examined a number of
specimens and designs for an emblem of recognition, as contemplated
by the resolution of Comrade Hazzard, of Pennsylvania, adopted at the
last National Encampment, and unanimously selected the button sub-
mitted by Comrade Joseph K. Davison, of Philadelphia, because of the
neatness and appropriateness of the design, and of its comparative
inexpensiveness. The button is to be manufactured and sold under
the same rules and regulations as govern the membership badge, and to
be worn on the left lapel of the coat. The Commander-in-Chief was
authorized to contract for its manufacture in such quantities as might
be necessary to meet the demand, at five cents each.

The Quartermaster General was authorized to make contract for
rank straps in quantities to meet demand, at a price not to exceed
twenty cents each.

The resolution offered at the last National Encampment on the
subject of Tactics, was carefully considered, and as the Committee were
unanimously of the opinion that it would be inadvisable to legislate
upon that subject, they recommend that it be returned to the National
Encampment with a negative recommendation.

The Committee also took the necessary action to procure the testi-
monials voted by the last National Encampment to the State of Minne-
sota, the Department of Minnesota, G. A. R., the City of Minneapolis,
Past Commander-in-Chief, Comrade Robert B. Beath, and his Adjutant
General, Comrade John M. Vanderslice.

As in this matter the Committee were governed by the instructions
of the National Encampment; they had no discretion, but they freely
interchanged views in regard to the propriety of continuing such pre-
sentations in the future, and they came to the unanimous conclusion
that the practice should be abandoned in all cases unless it be that of
the Commander-in-Chief, who is compelled to devote a large portion of
his time to the interests of the Order, at a great sacrifice of his personal
interests and without compensation.

The Grand Army of the Republic is now very probably at or near
the zenith of its prosperity, when the expenditure involved in such pre-
sentations is easily borne; but the time is not far distant when its
financial ability will be greatly lessened, and when expenditures for
such a purpose will become a burden, and it seems to your Committee
that the time has come to begin to husband our resources and to limit
our expenses to the actual necessities of the Order.
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Experience has shown that the large cities of the country vie with
one another in their efforts to secure the holding of our annual
Encampments in their midst, in order that they may have opportunity
to manifest their grateful love for the Veterans of the Civil War, and
we are sure that they neither desire or expect any expensive recogni-
tion on our part of their kindness and hospitality. We therefore
recommend that the following be reported to the National Encampment
for adoption:

“Resolved, That it is inexpedient for the National Encampment to
adopt and promulgate a system of Tactics.

“Resolved, That the presentation of testimonials to States, Depart-
ments and cities in which our National Encampments are held, and to
officers other than the Commander-in-Chief, be discontinued when such
testimonials involve the expenditure of money.”

Under the instruction of the Commander—ir:-(‘/hief, the Committee

- while on the way to Portland audited the accounts of the Quartermaster

General, and after a careful examination of the books and vouchers,

found the accounts to be correct. Notwithstanding a large reduction in

the sale of badges, and the payment of the cost of a large quantity of
captured cannon, the balance on hand is $15,163 60.

Fraternally submitted,
SAMUEL HARPER,

SAMUEL WELLS,
J. J. SULLIVAN.

The report of the Council of Administration was accepted
and adopted.

Comrade Tanner, of New York—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I move you that when this Encamp-
ment take a recess, it be until four o’clock this afternoon, in
order to give the committees time to do their work. We shall
really gain time by doing that.

The motion was carried.

Comrade Wagner, of Pennsylvania—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I move you that the order of busi-
ness be amended so as to fix ten o'clock to-morrow morning as
the hour for the beginning of our election for officers—that it
be made the special order for that time.

Motion seconded.
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Comrade Monroe, of Massachusetts—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I hope no such order will be
adopted. We have plenty of time. Every one knows who
has been at the National Encampments that as soon as the
election of Commander-in-Chief is over, half of the delegates
leave. We have business coming before us that is vital to the
organization, and of more importance than to ascertain who is
to be Commander-in-Chief. I hope things will take the regular
order.

Comrade Wagner—

The custom, as the comrade from Massachusetts knows, is
to call the roll, deposit your ballot, and while they are being
counted, proceed with your business; and when the result of
one ballot is announced, another is taken, and while it is being
counted, business can go on until the next ballot; and so on.
The business of the National Encampment and the voting for
candidates can go on at the same time.

Comrade Monroe—

Tam well aware that that is the way, and I am as well aware
that things slip through this convention for that reason that
ought not to; and therefore, I say: attend to one thing at a
time.

The motion of Comrade Wagner was lost.

At this point Comrade John A. Logan, Past Commander-
in-Chief of the Grand Army of the Republic, entered the hall,
and on his presence being known, he was greeted with three
cheers and loud cries for a speech. Comrade Logan took the
stand, when he was introduced to the Encampment by the
Commander-in-Chief.

Comrade John A. Logan—

ComrADES—In the hours of business it is not a good time
for speech-making. I can only say that I am very glad to be
here in your midst. This is one of the largest Encampments
of the Grand Army of the Republic since its organization, and
in its growth we ought all to take pride. I am informed that
now this organization numbers about 287,000 members in good
standing. Probably its numbers are over 300,000. I hope and
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trust that it may continue to increase, as I have often said,
until every soldier in this land who bore an honorable part in
the preservation of this great Nation of ours, shall be one of
its members, entitled to all the benefits that may be showered
upon it.

There is one thing only that I desire to say. Itis this,
and always when I think of it, it brings to my memory sad
reflections. You and I, all of us, are moving along with time,
on the downward road to eternity. We are now growing old
instead of young. The heads of nearly all arebecoming whitened.
A few more years only and the Grand Army of the Republic will
be known as one of the things that are past. So, while we do
live, let us live so that when we die future generations shall
remember that we lived a life of honor and patriotism, and
defended the best republic that God ever created. [Applause.]

I am sorry to find that the youth of the land, in growing
up, many of them, at least, ask: “Why is this assembling of
the Grand Army of the Republic? For what does it meet?
What is the meaning of all this?” Let each and every one
that belongs to this organization, or who participated in the

slightest degree in the great cause that was nearest the hearts
~of all the loyal people of this land, read a history from his
memory to every child he meets, [applause] that he may learn
that patriotism which lives in the hearts of good, true and
brave men. My comrades, it is from you that the truthful
history in the future will be written. It is not the man who
writes for the benefit of the many, but he who writes and tells
the tale that all may know the facts. So let it be with us.

Tam glad to have met you. I hope we may meet again
many times in the future, [applause] and that our meetings
may always grow in interest, and that they may ever be as
pleasant as this one has been. [Great and prolonged applause.]

The Encampment then took a recess until four o’clock in
the afternoon.




AFTERNOON SESSION.

The Encampment was called to order at four o’clock.

The Commander-in-Chief—

This gavel with which I have called the Encampment to
order this afternoon, is presented by Comrades Ransom and
Pond, of Michigan. It is made from a piece of the stockade
of Andersonville Prison.

Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief Rea, took the chair.

Comrade James A. Hall, of Maine, advanced to the stage
with an elegant box containing a gavel, and said:

Comrade Hall—

SENIOR VIcE CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I am requested by Dr.
W. H. Eldridge, of Burnside Post, No. 47, Department of Maine,
to present through you to the National Encampment of the
Grand Army of the Republie, this gavel which I hold in my
hand. It is manufactured from wood from every State and
Territory of these United States, [applause] and the box
enclosing it is manufactured in the same way, from wood from
every State and Territory in the United States. And he asks,
Commander-in-Chief, that this gavel shall be accepted and
held as the property of this Encampment so long as it shall
exist; and then, when it shall terminate by rcason of there
being no longer comrades enough to compose a National
Encampment, it shall then be turned over to the organization
of the Sons of Veterans, and held by them forever. [Great
applause.]

Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief Rea—

I am instructed by the Commander-in-Chief, on the part
of the Headquarters of the Grand Army of the Republic, to
receive and acknowledge the gift of this beautiful present.
Composed as it is, as you have stated, from wood taken from
the forests of all the States and Territories, it is in fact typical
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of the Union which is the result—the grand result—of the
great life work of the army to which we belonged in 1861 and
1866. It has to-day a character, and in the days to come it will
have a history. It will be placed in the archives of the Grand
Army of the Republic, and eventually turned over as directed,
to the organization known as the Sons of Veterans. [Applause.]

Comrade George S. Merrill, of Massachusetts—

PorTLAND, Maine, June 24th, 1885.
To the National Encampment, G. A. R :

The Committee on Pensions respecfully submit the following report:

Early during the winter session of Congress the Committee met in
Washington, the Commander-in-Chief also being present.  We found
that, owing to the brevity of the session and the consequent pressure of
public business, it was impossible to secure the introduction, with any
promise of passage, of just such a pension bill as met with the approval
of your Committee.

To the Mexican Pension bill, as passed by the House of Repre-
sentatives, the Senate had attached several amendments directly in the
line of the recommendations of Pension Committee and the action of
the National Encampment.

Although not altogether what was to be desired, this bill included
so many excellent features that your Committee united in urging its
passage as the only measure possible to succeed in the then state of
legislative business. The bill finally failed of passage by only a few
votes.

We recommend the pursuance in the future, of the well defined
line of action concerning pension legislation, heretofore marked out by
the repeated action of the National Encampment.

That recognizing the great usefulness of the ‘“ Army and Navy
Survivors’ Division” of the Pension office, as recently organized by the
Comrade Commissioner of Pensions, and that its further value must
largely depend upon the continued co-operation of the Grand Army of
the Republic, therefore )

Resolved, That the Commander-in-Chief be requested by General
Order to explain the nature and value of the work done, and to invite
the active co-operation of Departments, Posts, and comrades in its

further prosecution.
G. MERRILL,

LOUIS WAGNER,
8. 8 BURDETT,

(' H. GROSVENOR,
JAMES TANNER,
J. C. LINETIAN.
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Comrade Loring, of Massachusetts—
ComMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—As I have heretofore offered areso-
lation which will bring face to face the different opinions in
regard to this pension legislation ; as that resolution is now in
the hands of the Committee upon Resolutions; as I offered that
resolution with the intention and for the purpose of bringing
to a discussion that important subject, I move you, sir, that the.
consideration of this report of the Committee on Pensions be
“postponed until the report of the Committee on Resolutions
shall have been brought in.

The motion prevailed.

Comrade John L. Whecler, of New Jersey—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I am instructed by the Committee
on Ritual, top whom was referred the matter of uniform, to
make the following report:

Your committee to which was referred the matter of uniforms, beg
leave to report that the provisions of Rules and Regulations, page 29,
Chapter V, Article IX, Section I, viz: ‘Departments may adopt
a uniform for their own members. Where no uniform is prescribed by
a Department each Post may adopt one,” embody the views of your
committee upon the subject, and that we do not deem it advisable to
take any further action upon the subject.

JOHN L. WHEELER,

A. J. SELLERS,

JAMES II. MEECH.
The report was adopted.

Comrade Tanner, of New York—

CoMMANDER-IN-Cirer—I move you that we proceed to
settle the place of the next meeting of the National body of
the Grand Army.

The motion was seconded.

Comrade B. F. Graves, of Michigan—
CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I move you that that be laid upon
the table until to-morrow morning.

The motion to lay updn the table was lost, and the motion
to proceed to the selection of a place for holding the next
Encampment prevailed.
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Comrade Patch, of Massachusetts—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—] move you that a vote be
taken to-morrow at half-past ten, upon the question of loca-
tion.

On motion, the motion of Comrade Patch was laid upon
the table.

Comrade W. H. Holmes, of California—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF AND CoMRADES—To be brief, as a
prelude to any remarks that I may make on this matter, I arise,
sir, to extend to you an invitation in behalf and through the
Department of California, for the next Annual Encampment of
this body to be held in the City of San Francisco, in the Golden
State. (Applause.) I come to you, sir, with this invittion,
and to you the delegates of this Encampment, in the name, and
as a representative of six thousand old soldiers on the Pacific
coast, who, unlike most of the Posts and the members of the
Grand Army of the Republic located in the Eastern States and
Eastern cities, are divided into so many different regiments,
and so many different branches of the service, that as an illus-
tration of that fact I will state to you that in George H.
Thomas Post No. 2, San Francisco, there are members of five
hundred and thirty-two regiments, and with but two excep-
tions there are no two men who belonged to the same regiment.
And these men of the Pacific coast—these comrades of the
Grand Army of the Republic—seek to have a re-union with
the members of their old regiments, their old companies, and
with the men that fought with them side by side on the field
of battle and in our navy. A million people of California,
wearing their hearts upon their hands, with the strings of
their purses unloosed, speak in thunder tones through me
to-day, “Come to San Francisco.” And without seeking to
make a figure of a speech, I will tell you boys, if you elect to
come to that city of our Golden State, the heroes of our last
war shall walk through the streets of that city on pavements
strewn with roses. (Laughter and applause.) No woman, no
child, no man, no boy, but his heart is filled with enthusiastic
interest for the comrades of the Grand Army of the Re-
public.
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I dare to say that within the sound of my voice to-day
there is not a man who has not yet visited that place but what
has had, and even now has a desire to visit that beautiful spot
of our country. Never again, sir, can we come with the same
opportunity that we can present to you to-day. Never again
will it be our lot to be able to place ourselves in so advanta-
geous a position. The people are ready for you; the people
want you; their arms are wide open; the latch-string is hang-
ing on the outside of their door; and the children in the streets
go crying for the members of the Grand Army of the Repub-
lic. (Loud laughter and applause.)

Of course, much will be said on the practical side of this
question that you ought to know; and you shall know every
- detail of facts connected with this. In regard to the rates of
fare, the accommodations in the city of San Francisco, I want
to say we have one hotel that will hold you all. One hotel!
And we come armed with documents—a guaranty from every
proprietor of every hotel in that place—guaranteeing to you
comrades and the delegates in this Encampment that their
rates shall be so and so, which are their prices to-day. You
are not to be charged one single cent more than though you
traveled as a private individual, under the most ordinary cir-
cumstances. Even in the matter of your carriage hire, the
wants and interests of the delegates of this Encampment and
the comrades of the Grand Army who will there attend, have
been attended to. Not one single cent shall be extorted from
any man’s pocket who wears the badge of the Grand Army of
the Republic. We will give you the guaranty of the comrades
of the Pacific slope that in any case where such a thing is pre-
sented, California will take it up and pay every single cent that
may be in dispute.

We come through our Legislature, who by an act unani-
mously passed, made an appropriation of twenty-five thousand
dollars as a nucleus fund; five thousand dollars more added to
it by the city of San Francisco, supplemented by seventy-five
‘thousand dollars more by its citizens. (Renewed and long-
continued applause.) Come, comrades! I will leave to the
Department Commander to make known to you the facts rela-
tive to this case, and to your own generous impulses, to go to
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San Francisco, and the boys connected with the Grand Army
of the Republic shall have something to remember every
moment of their lives hereafter. They shall have the biggest
time any convention of any men ever had, and, under God’s
grace, if he gives us power, ever will have. (Applause and
laughter.)

Comrade R. H. Warfield, of California—

ComMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—( A voice: “Loaded for bear,” and
laughter.) Comrades, as has been stated by my colleague who
has just addressed you, we have come prepared with facts and
with figures, which I will at this time present to you, showing
what the State of California and the citizens of San Francisco
have done already to induce you to lay aside your labors for a
short time, and next year come out and see the Golden Gate,
stop in San Francisco, and breathe some of the air of that glo-
rious climate, and have the best time that any Encampment
ever will have of the Grand Army of the Republic while it
lasts. We believe, and we know, that we are capable of giving
it to you; and our citizens are asking, are ready and anxious to
have you come.

The first thing that was done after the adjournment of our
Encampment, we went to the Legislature, and we presented to
them an address. The Governor sent a special message to the
Legislature recommending that it set aside an appropriation of
twenty-five thousand dollars for the entertainment of the
Grand Army of the Republic, an organization having so many
hundred thousands of the ex-soldiers of the Army and Navy,
and exceeding on this coast, ten thousand soldiers. That reso-
lution was presented to both houses of the Legislature, and by
a unanimous vote twenty-five thousand dollars was set aside to
entertain the Grand Army of the Republic, in case it should
come there next year. Inaddition to that, we have the follow-
ing memorandum prepared by the citizens:

“ Earnestly appreciating the honor that will be conferred on our city
and State by the gathering here of those old veterans of the late war,
and being sensible of the fact that a large number of our citizens have
never yet had the privilege of publicly showing their patriotic gratitude
to their country’s defenders, we, the citizens of California, cordially
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unite with the Department of California in the invitation extended to
the National Encampment of the Grand Army of the Republic, to meet
in San Francisco in the year 1886.”

‘This is signed by nearly five thousand citizens of that
State—bankers, insurance companies, merchants, and all other
classes of people. We have got a whole book full of it here.

The following is an extract from the proceedings of the
Eighteenth Annual Encampment, held at San Francisco, Feb-
ruary 18, 20 and 21, 1885:

Comrade Holmes moved that an invitation be extended to the
National Encampment to meet in San Francisco in the year 1886.
Adopted unanimously.

From the Board of Supervisors of San Francisco I
received this communication, accompanied by a certified copy
of the sesolution referred to:

BoARrD oF SUPERVISORS OF SAN Francisco,

OrricE oF THE CLERK OF THE }
May 19, 1885.

To the Grand Army of the Republic:

GENTLEMEN :—I have the honor herewith to transmit a copy of a
resolution adopted by the Board of Supervisors of the city and (ounty
of San Francisco, at a meeting held May 18, 1885.

Very respectfully,
JOHN A. RUSSELL, Clerk.

[ Resolution No. 18,156, New Series.]

‘WuEeReas, It is the desire of all our citizens that the next Encamp-
ment of the Grand Army of the Republic shall be held in the city of
San Francisco, State of California, now, therefore. be it

Resolved, That we, the Mayor and the Board of Supervisors of the
city and county of San Francisco, do hereby extend to the Grand Army
of the Republic for its next Annual Encampment, the freedom of the
city. And be it further

Resolved, That San Francisco will do all in her power to make the
stay of the Grand Army agreeable comfortable and happy, and will
supplement the twenty-five thousand dollars already voted by the State
with a welcome and hospitality which shall be warthy of the city we
represent.

Adopted by unanimous vote in Board of Supervisors, San Fran-
cisco, May 18, 1885.

JOHN A. RUSSELL, Clerk.



128 NINETEENTH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT

In order that the boys might know how they would be
treated in case they came, we have obtained from nearly every
hotel and boarding-house, printed contracts, all signed by their
managers. (Voice: “No Chinee in that.”) No Chinese
there. We had given to us these contracts. One of these
contracts reads:

R. H. WARFIELD,
Commander Department of California, G. A. R.

DeAr Sir:—Replying to your request, I would say that the Grand
Hotel did accommodate nine hundred -and thirty-six guests during the
conclave gathering of Knights Templars in August, 1883; that our
charges per diem are now three to five dollars, according to location;
and that in case the National Encampment of the G. A. R. decides to
meet in San Francisco in 1886 that there will be no increases in any
particular of above-named per diem, as we hope and expect to be in
business long after 1886.

S. F. THORN,
Manager Grand Hotel.

The Palace Hotel, their rates are from four to five dollars
a day, according to location of rooms. That hotel is the one
which Comrade Holmes referred to when he said that we had
a hotel that would accommodate you all. They did accommo-
date, at the time of the Knights Templar conclave, 2,200.
Their contract is signed by Mr. Sharon. The Occidental is the
hotel at which your Commander-in-Chief was entertained “at
the time he was in San Francisco. Their rates are from three
to five dollars. Major Hooper writes that to every Grand
Army man the rate will be three dollars, and that he can
accommodate a thousand guests. We have these contracts as
to what will be the rates, running from a dollar and twenty-
five cents to the highest rates I have named.

- Next come the railroads and transportation companies. I
understand they have already made a rate from the Missouri
river to San Francisco and return—first-class cars and accom-
modations—for fifty dollars. (Applause.) The rates from
points east of the Missouri are open to competition between
these railways, and if they do as they did in Nebraska, where
they made the rate—I think it was twelve dollars—and before
the time of their gathering there the rate had been cut by the

\
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railroad companies to four dollars. The rates on this end from
here to the Missouri river, cannot bring it up so that it will in
any event exceed $87.50 for the round trip from New York;
and I think it will be not to exceed $75; railroad men with
whom I have talked, think so. At any rate, that is the maxi-
mum rate on the other side—$50.

We have prominent comrades of our Grand Army of the
Republic who have written letters. Among them is one here
which I will read to you: .

I have had for some days your letter of May 27th, with the printed
address calculated to influence the Grand Encampment soon to be held
at Portland, Maine, to adjourn to meet in 1886 at San Francisco, Cal.
I will not be at Portland, Me., and ought not to do anything to influence
the members of the Grand Army of the Republic as to their next Annual
Encampment. Any of us must be somewhat rash to resolve what we
will do a year ahead, but if I am living and feel as I now do, I shall
attend that Encampment.

I knew San Francisco before it was born; namely, when it was
Yuba Buena, and transformed into the city of San Francisco. Have
seen it in all its stages since 1847. I can see it in memory as it existed
as the Mexican pueble of Yuba Buena, and less than two years ago when
it was the most important city on the west coast of all America. I
always returned there with pleasure, though most of my familiars are
deposited in the Lone Mountain Cemetery.

Yet, if the proper parties resolve to hold the Grand Encampment at
San Francisco in 1886, I will be there. I ask no special rates, for the
road is as familiar to me as my daily cote brillante. I have gone out via
Panama, by the Texas Pacific, by Majave, by the Colorado Central,
by the Union and Central Pacific, and by the Northern, and shall be
tempted in this instance to go by tfe Canada Pacific by the Winnepeg
and Fraser River.

If you are at Portland, and if anybody should object to San Fran-
cisco on account of distance, I authorize you to say that in my exper-
ience the west half of our country is the best, and that cars and accom-
modations improve in quality in the ratio of distance from New York
to San Francisco. The hotels and ‘accommodations of San Francisco
equal those of New York or Paris, if they do not surpass them.

I vote for San Francisco-in 1886.

Yours truly,

W. T. SHERMAN.

Comrades, I thank you for your attention.
9
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Comrade H. A. Barnum, of New York—

ComMMANDER AND CoMRADEs—I1 arise to second the selec-
tion of San Francisco as the next place of meeting of the
National Encampment. We older members of the National
Encampment, men who have been coming since the organi-
zation of the Grand Army, have come to feel that our
presence in any particular city is a burden. We have come
to feel in our Department when we look around to select
a place for our next Annual Encampment, we are liable
to fix upon a community who are perhaps weary with ex-
tending courtesies and welcome to the Grand Army, because
it is a burden. This beautiful city that has done so magnifi-
cently to entertain us, (applause) has accomplished that with
much expenditure of money, and what is perhaps more, with
great labor upon the part of her representative citizens. Now
California had but small share, owing to its distance, in fur-
nishing troops during the war, but it is largely populated by
the veterans of our army and navy, and I believe what has
been here represented from the platform to be true, that they
are even hungering there to see the veterans of the Grand
Army of the Republic walking their beautiful streets and
drinking in their glorious climate. I therefore hope that
their invitation will be accepted by this Encampment, believing
that we will there receive a welcome that shall gladden the
hearts not only of those who go and participate, but of all our
comrades and friends who read of the reception which we shall
receive, who may not be able to accompany us.

Commander, in the headqgarters of the New York dele-
gation, Commander Warfield, himself a former comrade of the
Department of New York, and this committee, waited upon us
and explained in similar manner the terms of their invitation
and the reasons why we should accept it. There were some
confidential communications or talks with Tanner and Hedges,
and some of the others. We had a little convention. He made
us great promises. I want each Depertment to hold off unless
you get the same terms that we get. “"We are to have all our
private debts paid. (Laughter.)) We are each to have one
hundred shares in a bonanza mine. While I have seen but a
few samples of the beautiful womanhood of the Pacific Coast,
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which is world-wide in its reputation for its wonderful climate,
I have seen many beautiful pictures, the originals of which I
would like to see. Comrade Warfield said that every single
man, every unmarried delegate and visiting comrade should be
guaranteed the selection of a wife. (Laughter.) On those
terms, New York, with great enthusiasm, unanimously agreed
to vote for San Francisco. (Laughter and applause.)

Comrade H. Clay Hall, of New York— -

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—As Commander of the Department -
of New York, I desire to follow that which has been so well
said by Past Department Commander Barnum, by stating the
further fact that we recognize that as the star of empire west-
ward takes its way, as the center of the Union has been on the
Ohio, and on the Mississippi, and has reached the Missouri,
there was danger, unless we attempted to go to San Francisco
that we would be compelled to go to Japan in order to get to
the middle of the Grand Army of the Republic. (Laughter.)
We of New York do recognize that there are comrades who
may complain that the expenses may be large. Feeling as we
do that poor members of the Grand Army of the Republic are
the best workers in its ranks, we were glad to learn last night
that there is no soldier who has character for integrity and
industry who may not defray his own expenses to the next.
National Encampment, which I undertake to say will be held
in the city of San Francisco.

Comrade Henry A. Morrow, of Washington Territory —
COMRADES OF THE GRAND ARMY OF THE UNITED STATES—
It is with no ordinary pleasure, I assure you, that I find myself
in a National Encampment. I came from a distant section of
this great republic, saved by the valor, the patriotism, and the
services of this Grand Army. Butit hasso happened that you
have held your Encampments at such a distance from Washing-
ton Territory that never before have we been able to have a
representative in it to speak the minds of, that brave, loyal,
and prosperous community. (Applause.) We are here to-day;
and it is with the greatest pleasure that I have heard, and the
people of my section of the country will rejoice, when the glad
tidings go back to them that there was—as there certainly is
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—a settlement, (and as there is no question as to what the
result will be); that in this Encampment there was cast al-
most a unanimous vote to hold its meeting for once at least on
the Pacific coast. (Applause.)

Now, comrades, I am from Washington Territory. I am
not from California, but I tell you, men of the Grand Army,
that California will give you such a reception next June as you
never had in your lives. I tell you, that from the time that
you reach the summit of the Nevada mountains until you stand
in the Bay of San Francisco, aye, until you stand on the Golden
Gate and look out towards Japan, you will find the hearts and
the hands of that great state open to receive you. You will
have a grand reception. (Applause.)

Now, there are other reasons, it seems to me, why this
Encampment should be held upon the Pacific coast. This
Union, from the Gulf of Mexico to the northern boundaries of
Maine; from where we stand to-day—this beautiful city, sitting
like another Venice upon the shores of the Atlantic, looking
out on the ocean—clear across until you reach the Golden
Gate and look out towards Japan, has all been saved by the
Grand Army. Go and see your inheritance. Go and see for
yourselves what you are going to leave for your children.
See the continent, the grandest continent in the world! See
what you have made for your children; go and view it before
you die! Men of the Grand Army, go and see it! (Applause.)

Now, I have spoken enthusiastically. No man can speak
in other words when he speaks of California, or even of the
Pacific coast. Come; come to us. We welcome you. No
mother ever welcomed her children more earnestly, more
lovingly, more kindly, than California will welcome the mem-
bers of the Grand Army of the Republic. Is there  anybody
who stands out? Does Nebraska stand out? Does Iowa stand
out? Does Illinois stand out? If you will, let me say, «“Do
what the man did at the battle of New Orleans, when Packing-
ham’s forces were coming over the plains to meet old Jackson,
and he lay behind the cotton bales.” It was his first battle,
and so he thought he would pray, and this was his prayer:
“Qh, God, help the Americans to-day, if you can; if you can’t
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help the Americans, keep still, and you will see the d—dst fight
you ever saw in all your life!” (Great laughter and applause.)

Now my friends let Nebraska keep quiet (and I hope they
want to) and you will see the members rising in this beautiful
country, up from the sea, where the water flows into the ocean.
All speak for a moment for California. Let us have it for
California. Let us have it by a rising vote; there is no dis-
sension about it. Somebody said half a moment ago, “let us
have it in Nashville.” Why in Nashville? Because we must
have it in a country that was reclaimed by the boys of the
Federal army? If it were so, we want it not in Nashville; we
want it in Virginia. We must have it in Richmond. I am not
in favor of going there, because Richmond has not invited us.
I am not in favor of going to Nashville, because Nashville
hasn’t invited us. I am in favor of going to California. Cali-
fornia has come with a noble, generous invitation. Pray, let us
go to California.

Comrade James A. Hall, of Maine—

COMMANDER- IN-CHIEF—I am inspired by a unanimous vote
of the representatives in this Encampment from Maine, to
raise our banner and vote for California. [Applause.] Inasmuch
as more than a thousand of the old inhabitants of California
went from Maine, the present population must be very largely
made up of our kin and kindred. We therefore vote, without
taking up any more time, to cast the unanimous vote of this
State for California.

Comrade John C. Linehan, of New Hampshire—
CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—New Hampshire will follow the
lead of Maine, and go to the Golden Gate.

Comrade Lawrence, of Tennessee—
CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—Before you take a vote, I beg you
to hear a word from Tennessee. The comrade who preceded
me, the eloquent gentleman from Washington Territory, said,
“why go to Tennessee, when there is no invitation?” We
have an invitation from the city of Nashville, and from the
State of Tennessee, which ought and will, I think, cheer your
hearts. [Applause.] I come from a Southern State, a State
which gave the country Andrew Jackson; a State which sent
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into the Union armies under great difficulties and sufferings,
thirty-two white regiments and thirty colored regiments.
[Applause.] We put into the Union army, under the greatest
possible difficulties, sixty-two regiments of brave men. I come
to you from the City of Nashville, a beautiful city of about
seventy thousand inhabitants, the Athens of the South; a State
which hasa great university for the white people, the Vanderbilt,
and a great university for the colored people, the Fiske, besides
- four other colleges; a State which is full of enthusiasm for a
meeting of the Grand Army. No invitation! Did we not
press you to come to Nashville from Denver two years ago?
Did we not press you to come to Nashville from Minneapolis one
year ago? And now we come with the same hearty invitation,
with our hearts upon our sleeves, and again ask you to come.
[Applause.] And we think, comrades, that the third time isa
charm.

I come to you, comrades, from the New South. Are you
not glad that your bravery, that your patriotism, gave to us a
New South ? Are you not glad to know that the South is now
being ruled with the same patriotic sentiments that moved you
to fight under the old flag? Are you not glad that the South
is marching on in the path of progress as the result of the grand
labors of the Grand Army of the Republic? I come to you
not only with an invitation from the numerous soldiers of the
Union army, but I come to you with an invitation from our
Confederate brethren. I want you to see them. I want you
to hear what those men say, who fought against you, and who
were conquered by you, and who are now citizens of this
Republic, and who are filled with patriotism. [Applause.]

Now, comrades, I am no orator, but my heart is full of this
matter, and I beg you to hear me with a little patience. We
have heard all that California has said, and we have heard it
pleasantly. We are not at all angry. We have seen it from
the Rocky Mountains; we have been taken up to the very top
of the Rocky Mountains, and we have been shown all the
wonders of the world and the glory of them, and have been
told that if we would only go there they shall be all ours.
[Laughter and applause.]
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This is what a large mass meeting of Confederate citizens
of Nashville say to you. There are the resolutions engrossed
and signed, and every man who signed them was in the Con-
federate service, and a brave man in that service. These are
their words:

“With profound respect for the patriotic impulse which inspired
the organization of the Grand Army of the Republic,”—

How do you like that?

““In hearty sympathy with the National spirit with which it is imbued,
in full accord with its non-sectional tendency and its entire free-
dom from political interests and motives, with high admiration for
the manliness of its membership, and for its hearty devotion to the
grand principle of American fraternity, upon which must rest and be
based the perpetuity of American institutions,

“ Resolved, That it is the sense of this representative meeting of the
citizens of Nashville that great and lasting good to the Union of our
common country must result from closer social intercommunication
between the States and sections, and that in no more practical way can
this be signalized than by a visit in force from the Grand Army of the
Republic, to the capital of the Volunteer State, and by a welcome from
Tennesseeans that shall eloquently attest their appreciation of the honor
and of the occasion.

Resolved, That the delegates from Tennessee to the National
Encampment of the Grand Army of the Republic, on the 24th and 25th
inst., be requested to extend to that body on behalf of the citizens of
Nashville, a most cordial invitation to hold their next Annual Encamp-
ment in Nashville, and that for them no efforts will be spared by the
citizens of Nashville to make their stay in every way agreeable.”

That is our invitation in part. But, comrades, we ought
to say that Nashville has abundant facilities for your enter-
tainment. Itis a large city and the hearts of the people are
open. The Judge of our County Court, who fought four years
in the Confederate service, pledged the meeting that in South
Nashville they would provide accommodations for twenty
thousand veterans.

But, comrades, I have one other invitation. You know
that Tennessee is covered over with battle-fields. Many of you
know something of them—of Doneclson, of Shiloh, of the bat-
tle of Nashville,of the battle of Franklin, Stone’s River, Look-
out Mountain, of Mission Ridge, and of Chicamauga. They
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are all honored to-day as the result of this terrible conflict in
our State. I bring to you an invitation, and I bring it cheer-
fully—I bring to you an invitation from our dead brothers who
lie sleeping under the green mounds in the soil of Ten-
nessee. It seemed to me on the 30th of May, as I walked
along down the rows of the cemetery at Nashville, where
scventeen thousand of our brothers sleep, from Maine to the
far west —as I walked down those long rows of graves
and read the names, it seemed to me I heard voices saying,
“Tell the Grand Army of the Republic that if they come to
Tennessee it will make us glad in our very graves, where, for
twenty years, we have lain.” We endeavor every year in
Tennessee to spread flowers over those 85,000 graves, which is a
large task, but the Grand Army of the Republic in Tennessee
performs that task faithfully and earnecstly every year.
(Applause.) It might seem to you impossible to take care of so
many graves, but I leave it to the Commander of my Depart-
ment to state whether or not we do not faithfully decorate the
graves of the boys from Maine and all the New England States,
and all the Middle States, and all the Western States, and to state
whether or not we do not do it faithfully. And we ask you to
come down and walk with us among the graves of the brave
men who deserve as much honor for the preservation of the
Union as their brethren here who live. . (Applause.)

I think that we should hold our Annual Encampment in
as central a position as practicable at this time. We were at
Denver two years ago, which looks over upon California; we
come to visit this year our New England brethren whom we
honor, and in so doing honor ourselves; we were at Minneap-
olis, at the far North, last year. Now come, comrades, to the
New South. Come to visit your brethren who fought with you
in the army, who number thousands and thousandsin the State
of Tennessee. Come and visit the graves of the dear beloved
soldiers, who have been quietly sleeping there while you have
been attending to your ordinary business and have been attend-
ing these grand meetings of the Grand Army of the Republic.
I believe in my very heart that those beloved comrades will
welcome you in spirit. I think they live. I think they all
live to-day and walk the golden streets with our grand com-
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mander—with our honored President, Lincoln. And when
they see the Grand Army of the Republic moving down to
Tennessee, looking at the beautiful fields and dropping tears
over the place where they sleep so sweetly, but so far from
home—so far from the old family graveyard—I do think they
will be delighted to have you come there. I heartily, and for
the third time, invite you to come to Nashville. (Great
applause.)

Comrade Charles Emery, of Texas—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I represent the largest State in the
Encampment to-day, and in the Union. I hold in my hand,
sir, an invitation from the Common Council of the Summer
City, Fort Worth, Texas, asking this Encampment to meet with
them next year. (Applause.) I wish to say that we have in
Texas a strong feeling towards all the Boys in Blue. I know
there is no use for me to ask this Encampment to meet in
Texas next year, but I wish to have this invitation placed on
file. When we come to go around the circle, we will reach
Fort Worth. We will go to California, I have no doubt, next
year. (Applause and laughter.) I want to say to the com-
rades that I want this placed on file. We are growing older.
Every year our hair is growing gray. We will have to
narrow the circle very soon. We will take in Nashville
the year after San Francisco, and Fort Worth the year
after. This resolution was passed by the Common Council,
nearly every member of which was in the Confederate army,
all uniting in extending this invitation, saying “God bless
the Boys in Blue. Visit us in Fort Worth, and we will take
care of you, after you have visited California.” I can say
also that California will do well by you. I am a native of the
State of Maine, born within 20 miles of here; and my own State
is covered all over with men from the State of Maine, and also
from other Northern States. I can join with the comrades and
say that we will give you a hearty greeting there, if you Wlll
come down to Texas to see us.

Comrade Tanner, of New York—
There are just two thoughts that I want to suggest briefly
They are these: We have been invited to go to Nash-
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ville in order that we might pay to the comrades honor, in
visiting the graves of so many dead comrades. I see many
men who with myself have been attending these Encampments
year in and year out. I don’t know how you feel, but I feel
that I am getting old. In my own family circle there is a
little plant that has grown since the war closed. I am anxious
to see the great country of the future. First, I desire to cross
the continent, and to visit California with my family. Of those
who went in such great numbers from the State of New York,
from among the 486,000 that we sent into the army and navy,
there were many who never came back, and there is year by
year a decimation of the numbers of those who returned. ~We
are thinning out very rapidly. We can wait to see those dead
comrades, for I hope that in the “sweet bye and bye” we will
have a whole eternity to spend with the dead resting in
Nashville. (Applause and laughter.)

Comrade F. R. Stewart, of Ohio—"

I rise to @econd the nomination of Nashville. (Applause.)
I have been greatly interested in these beautiful declamations
that have been made here in favor of going to the Pacific
slope. I trust and expect that this deliberative body is not to
be taken off its feet and carried through the air. Let us view it
calmly. Thave a little army in my own family. I desire to take
them, and show them the graves of those martyrs who, with
their own blood, quenched the fires of treason yonder, (great
applause) at the battle of Stone’s River, at Shiloh, at Chica-
mauga, at Nashville, and all these sacred places, and visit that
home that holds the bones of 50,000 of our own comrades. I
tell you, my comrades, there are a thousand reasons that
could be assigned, if we had time this evening, why we ought
to go to Nashville. We have been crossing the continent every
time. I come this afternoon to speak on behalf of the poor
members of the Grand Army. (Applause.) Many of them
don’t see the light of day, but enter the mines in the morning
before the sun comes up. They go down into these mines and
dig away until the sun has gone down in the evening; and
there is accumulating that which, some of these days, will burst
into the tury of a terrible storm in our Grand Army of the



GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC. 139

Republic, if we do not give them an opportunity to go to some
of these sacred places with us. (Applause.) This noble body
has gone from the Atlantic to the Pacific, and then from the
Pacific to the Atlantic again, and here we are standing, ready to
deal with this question, with a delegation determined—deter-
mined, I say—to stampede this intelligent body, and to carry us
again to the golden slopes. I think it is time that we should
come to our sober second thought. The men that will repre-
sent us in the body next year are not here now. We come to
do business for other men. Nine-tenths of you will be left at
home. You can go and spend your money on the Pacific
slopes if you see proper—and it is a proper thing for those to
do whose wallets are well filled—but we cannot go. It takes
out of our time a whole month, 30 days. You cannot annihi-
late that. You may annihilate the expenses to some extent;
but we have it here from our comrade from California that it
will cost us $87 to go there and back. What about the expense
while we are there? What about the expenses on the road?
What about all these things that pile mountain high in the face
of the poor man, and tell him that he is unable to do such a
thing as that. (Applause.)

Now, I say the Grand Army of the Republic is poor. We
have a few wealthy men, it is true; and God bless them: they
are good, liberal men. They offer to do many things; but
we are poor men. Let us give the boys of Ohio, Indiana,
New York, Pennsylvania, Illinois, Michigan, and those
places that represent the great bulk of the Grand Army of the
Republic, an opportunity to see the old battle fields again.
(Applause.) I speak on behalf of the great majority of the
representatives from the State of Ohio, when I say that it will
be 5,000 men to us next year to go to Nashville, (applause)
because they will desire to go there; and we desire to get them
into the thought of going, for the good they will do us, and for
the good we can do them. And therefore I second the nomi-
nation of Nashville, the State of old Parson Brownlow,
(applause) the State that holds the bones of 50,000 of our com-
rades, the State that has the magnanimity to come to us to-day,
and open its arms, and say “Come, and for God’s sake, it will
do us good.” Let us go to Nashville.
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Comrade J. F. Warner, of Nebraska—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF AND ComrADES—I rise to second the
motion to locate at Nashville. (Applause.) I belonged to that
branch of the army which did its work in the West, and I for
one, above any other consideration that I can think of on earth,
would prefer to visit those fields which the blood of our com-
rades has forever made historic. 1haven’t a word to say against
my friends from California. They are the most generous and
whole-souled men, probably, that we can find anywhere. But
while they may be all soul and heart, we do not want them to
appear to captule this Encampment with their wine and women.

Now, in the first place, comrades, I will say this: that if
we go to California with this Encampment, few if any
of the eastern comrades who desire to visit the encampment
will be able to go there. (Applause.) Now, you may talk to
me about cheap rates just as much as you please. A friend of
mine who was quite a favorite with the Union Pacific and the
other railroads, got a pass over to California, and went out and
had a pleasant time, and when he got back I asked him how he
liked it. “The trip was pleasant, but if these railroads ever
give me another pass, it will break me up.” It is the other
expenses outside of the transportation that piles up. We will
not make it possible for the soldiers to attend by locating it
there. While nobody but rich soldiers—a poor man couldn't go
there—will attend, these rates will be taken advantage of by
citizens, and you will have a citizen’s convention, instead of a
reunion of old soldiers that want to go.

But there is still a consideration that towers above and
beyond anything that I have heard spoken of yet. What was
all our strife for ; what was all our toil for? What was it that
caused the sacrifice or our brave comrades who now sleep be-
neath Southern s0il? It was that the Union might be restored.
A union of what? A union of fears? No, a union of hearts and
souls, and sympathy ; of people that are cemented in the bonds
of fraternity, as one people ; and by our showing this courtesy
towards these people, we will do a grand and glorious work in
burying forever the old animosities of the war. If there is
any one thing on earth that I live for above another, it is to
see these old animosities die out, and the whole people point to
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our flag with pride, (applause) and say “We are glad that we
were defeated, because we now see it was for our good.” There
may be still a spirit of bitterness in the minds of some, but let
us do our part to show them that we are willing to bury the
old annimosities forever and join hands with them. (Ap-
plause.) )

'TKe golden sands are in California; the Nation’s gems
and jewels lie beneath the Southern soil, and are we not willing
to go and see those graves? There is no one who would be
more rejoiced to see the whole of the Grand Army of the
United States on the Pacific slope, in San Francisco, than I my-
self if it were practicable; but when we locate this institution
we must remember the facts in the case: we must have consider-
ation for our soldier triends who are notable to bear the expense.
California is a great way off. 'We have been moving from one
end of the country to the other; from the base of the Rocky
Mountains to as near the northeast corner of God’s creation as

we can get. Let us get it at a point that is accessible to all, and
~ go down in the time of the Grand Army of the Republic as
you used to when you marched in the South, but not with arms
in our hands, but for the purpose of conquering their prejudices.
When I see coming together those people of the South and
those of the North, and see that the Union of our fathers is
cemented anew, I shall feel very much like saying with the old
patriarch “Now, Lord, let Thy servant depart in peace, for
mine eyes have seen Thy salvation.” (Great applause.) If we
can do anything for our country by going to Nashville, in the
name of God and of Justice, let us do it. I would prefer to do
good for the purpose of perpetuating our government, and for
a further and true union of hearts, and sympathy and inter-
ests, than to enjoy a trip across the Sierra Nevadas, where the
cagles build their nests along the line of the railroad track. I
want to do good for my country for the few days that I have to
live. My work is nearly done, and I am perhaps soon to
join my comrades on the other shore, but unlike my friend who
desires to put off the day until he passes to the other side to
live there, I want to pay my respects to their graves.

Comrade Pierce, of Massachusetts—
CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—]I have no desire to make any
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extended remarks on the question before this Encampment.
Idon’t believe, comrades, that it is necessary. The delegates
from the Department of Massachusetts have sat here, and with
patience and interest, listened to the invitations which have
come to us for the holding of the next National Encamp-
ment. We are convinced, sir, and our deliberate judgment is,
that it will be for the best interest of all the comrades of the
Grand Army of the Republic to fall in with and accept the
magnificent invitation which has come to us from the Golden
slope. (Applause.) Comrades, the grand old Maccedonian
cry from our comrades who have gone out from their Eastern
homes, a part of us and a part with us in that grand old
struggle of the past, says “Come over, comrades, and by your
influence, and your presence, and your words, help us in the
grand and noble work of Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty.”
In addition to all that, sir and comrades, they come to us as no
other section has come. They come to us freighted and loaded
with facts and figures. They don’t come to us with some
abstract invitation; they tell us definitely and positively what
the comrades of the Grand Army in California will do for the
Grand Army of the Republic, if they see fit to visit them with
our next Annual Encampment. And I am instructed, sir, in
behalf of the comrades of Massachusetts, to second the motion
to accept the hearty invitation which has come to us from
California, and to say to the comrades of the Golden slope,
that if this Encampment shall decide—which we hope it will—
to hold the next National Encampment in the city of San
Francisco, we will be there with our wives, and our children,
and our comrades, to pass a pleasant season with the comrades
who have gone out from the Eastern and Middle States.

The Commander-in-Chief resumed the chair.

Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief Rea—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF AND CoMRADEsS—I want to occupy
just a minute or two of the time of the Encampment. Now I
take it for granted that in the determination of the question
before this Encampment, the great consideration which
influences each individual comrade is this: what will be the
best for this great Grand Army of the Republic? (Applause.)
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What is to make next year or the year to come the more suc-
cessful, accepting the invitation that comes from the Pacific
coast, or the invitation that comes to us from the comrades
who live in the valleys, along the hillsides, and by the moun-
tains of Tennessee? (A voice “Tennessee.”) I want to speak
a word for two classes of citizens; last IFebruary, down in a
little out-of-the-way town in Tennessee, I was in company with
fifteen or twenty old Confederate soldiers. I was alone—the
_only Union man and ex-Union soldier there. One of the men
noticed the badge upon my breast, and an old man who had
served during the war on the Confederate side, stepped up and
said, “Captain, that Grand Army of the Republic is the noblest
institution in this land.” (Applause.) In that little gathering
this very question was talked over; and one old planter stepped
up to me and said: “I haven't been to Nashville since the
war, but if you Grand Army of the Republic men come down,
I will go there, and the hills and valleys of Tennessee will
pour out their people in order to show you men of the North
the royal welcome that old Confederates can give you.”
(Applause.) -

I want to speak for another class. The comrade from the
Pacific slope says that he bears to us the welcome of six
thousand Union soldiers living in that State. The comrades
from Tennessee, bring you a welcome and an invitation from
over thirty thousand men who dared for the cause of that old
flag more than you and I were called upon to do, (applause);
they are the men who kept the watchfires of freedom burning
bright and undimmed on the hill tops of East Tennessee, from
the time that war broke out until it closed. (Applause.) There
are thirty thousand of them living there. They can’t go to
California. They can’t join the re-union if you are going to
have it where the Pacific beats on the Golden sands of Cali-
fornia. That great people—l mean the people, the poor, the
men that toil—can’t go there. Two years ago at Denver, these
men from Tennessee came to you and said: “Come down to
Nashville. Come and meet us,” but we went to Minneapolis.
The next year they went to Minneapolis and did the same
thing, and they come again to-day. Now I say that this Grand
Army of the Republic owes something to those men. (Applause)
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I met them in their Department Encampment at Chattanooga
—met them in a hall upon which the shadow of Lookout
Mountain dropped, met them in a hall environed by Missionary
Ridge, met them in a hall that was rocked by the thunders of
Chicamauga, met them on that battle scene where that grand
old hero, unchallenged King of War, won his erown. (Ap-
plause.) And I know they are as true and loyal a band of
men as live under the old flag.

Now comrades, if you go down to Nashville, you will have
a procession just as grand as you had here in Portland; you
will have in line the men from Kentucky, the men from Ten-
nessee, the men from North Georgia, the men from North
Alabama. Let them have a chance to see a grand pageant of
moving miles of old Grand Army heroes. It will be good
for our Order, and good for the Republic we saved. (Great
applause.)

Comrade George H. Patch, of Massachusetts— .
CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF; CoMRADEs—I have listened with a
great deal of intgyest to all the claims that have been presented,
and as a comrade of the Grand Army, my heart has warmed
to the eloquent advocacy both of Nashville and of California.
There are one or two things in this debate that I have regreted.
I regret that in any Encampment of the Grand Army we feel
obliged to advocate a matter with such touching allusions to
the Confederate soldier as have been made here to-day.
(Applause.) That may not rest kindly in the minds of some
of the comrades. I say it for this reason: as an individual
citizen of this Republic, as an individual man, as an individual
comrade of the Grand Army, I sccond every word that has
been said with reference to the question of treatment and kind
fecling exhibited towards our Southern Union men by these
Confederates; but I want this Encampment, whatever else it
docs, to remember that. with all that kind feeling and kind
sentiment, that the filty thousand graves we are asked to visit
in Tennessce were caused by those men who are now asking
us to visit them. I have not one unkind word to say to a
person. If the Encampment vote to go there I shall of course
acquiesce in its decision, but individually, I want to go to
California. Massachusetts wants to cross the Rockies, and we
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want to go before we are too old. We don't care to go to San
Francisco and march through its streets on crutches, nor do
we want to go there and tax the comrades of California with
the expense of carrying us around in carriages. I want to go

to California in 1886. I hope the Encampment will go there.

One reason more why I want to go there, and then I am
done. I remember the dark air and portentous gloom that
overspread this continent in the early days of ’61, when State
after State was rocking in the balance of threatened dis-union,
and when we knew not what the morrow would bring; when
one star after another was being blotted from the flag; when
we were listening to know what next would happen, we looked
across the broad prairies and across the Rockies, and listened
to hear what answer we should get from the grand old common-
wealth of California. What answer did we get? Comrade
Adams, of Massachusetts, and myself one night sat upon the
banks of a dark river, and there was floating over us the flag
of the old First California. (Applause.) I say for the patriotic
reply from California in those hours of trial and danger, we
should take our commanders and comrades across the Rockies
to California, and in response to the invitation that comes to us
we should carry the flag of the Grand Army of the Republic
there, and as we bathe our feet in the golden sands—

“The Eastern sea shall hush its waves to hear
Pacific’s surf-boat answer freedom’s cheer,
And one long rolling fire of triumph run
Between the sunrise and the sunset gun.”

Let us go to California.

Comrade J. M. Vanderslice, of Pennsylvania—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I desire to take the poetry out of
Comrade Patch’s speech about the waving of that California
flag. That First California regiment happened to belong to
Pennsylvania, and its flag is now in our Post. That flag can
be seen by Comrade Patch, and probably has been seen by him
in our Post room.

Comrade Patch—
Who raised the money to equip the regiment ?
10
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Comrade Vanderslice—

Another view at this time which it seems to me makes it
quite material where the Encampment goes. I want to throw
out this suggestion which seems to be lost sight of. The Quar-
termaster General has reported that he has fifteen thousand
dollars in his hands. You go to California, however pleasant
it may be to avail yourselves of the hospitality of the people
of the Pacific, it will take from eight to ten thousand dollars of
that money to pay the legitimate expenses of this Encampment.

Comrade Chill Hazzard, of Pennsylvania—

CoMMANDER-IN- CHIEF—The Post nearest me has 280 mem-
bers. There are not more than three of the men who could
afford to go to California. They are the rich men of the town,
who come to the Post every night—that we have a banquet.
Pepnsylvania is entitled to send fifty-one delegates to the
National Encampment. If they go there Pennsylvania must
put her hands down in her pocket, and at the lowest estimate
pay thirteen thousand dollars to send them there. She is rich,
but that will be a mighty drain on her resources. The argu-
ment on the ground of the hospitality of the State of Cali-
fornia don’t strike me. I like to be entertained; I like to
attend banquets; I like to ride in carriages; I like to have
excursions; I like to see decorations; but none of these take
in a single cent of the legitimate expenses of the man who
travels. He pays his railroad fare, his sleeping-car fare, his
hotel expenses, and his personal expenses, just the same,
whether the city gives him a million dollar banquet or not;
so the question of hospitality and money expended to enter-
tain comrades does not count in the legitimate expenditure of
the $250 that it will cost any Middle State man to get there.

One comrade eloquently stated that we must not forget
that the thousands of graves there at Nashville were made by
the men who invite us there. Ah, that may be true, but they
are still there: they sleep there. Let us go to them my com-
rades. (Applause.)

The grand thing that these reunions do, aside from the
business of the Encampment, is to gather together the men,
who meet comrades. Some say,“ I don’t go to meet Jack and
Jim!” I go to meet them. It is nice to see these green moun-

N
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tains, and to go around on these excursions; but those who are
from all' New England, they have improved this occasion be-
cause of the cheap transportation to gather here; and they go
back filled with an enthusiasm that counts in the Post. I say
on account of the expense, on account of the time, on account of
the distance, and on account of every one of these things,
everything is against California—except their magnificent hos-
pitality. I have simply this to say to the remark of the com-
rade who invited us there: You have one hotel that will hold
us all; you have one boarding house that will hold us all, if you
got us out there.

Comrade Wagner, of Pennsylvania—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I am glad to get this argument to a
basis of an appeal to facts and figures. Let us look at the fig-
ures, and see what they tell us; also at the facts, as they have
transpired from time to time. ¢Oh, for heaven's sake, go
where everybody can go—that is down to Nashville—and don’t
for goodness’ sake, go to California, because it is too far away.”
Why, Commander-in-Chief and Comrades, we have been three
times almost within reach of Nashville. Where are all of
these comrades who are begging usto visit them—where were
they then? We have met in Cincinnati, we have met in Day-
ton, we have met at Cleveland—we have met three times in
the State of Ohio; we have met twice in the State of Indiana;
we have met twice in the State of Illinois: Where were they
then—these 20,000 men? By the way, Commander-in-Chief,
where are they now? They are not in the Grand Army of the
Republic, these 20,000 men who were true to the Union, and
endured all these things for the Union, and are eligible to mem-
bership in the Grand Army of the Republic? Where are they
now? They are not in the Grand Army of the Republic.
What is the membership in Tennessee now?

A Comrade—
They will be, if you go down there.

Comrade Wagner—
I can readily see why some are anxious for us to go there;
they are anxious to come in. The gentleman who took hold
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of the badge of the Grand Army of the Republic upon the
breast of our Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief and said, “It is
the noblest institution upon God'’s earth,” I have no doubt he
would like to come in; in fact, I know he wants to—proposi-
tions are pending to that effect; but these men are not in the
Grand Army of the Republic yet. There is time for every-
thing. Everything must grow. Comrade Jones and the rest
have only taken hold of this work for a little time. Whon we
give the extremes of the country an opportunity to see us, we
will go to Nashville. It won’t do to say we were in Colorado
two years ago, and the comrades of Tennessee begged us to
come there, and we didn’t come. Whose fault was it? The
comrade himself was the most active to prevent our going
there. It was Comrade Rea; he wanted us to go to Minne-
apolis, where we went.

Here is an opportunity to go to California—a trip that no
man will regret; a trip that more men will be able to take than
we imagine at first glance. It will encourage the Grand
Army of the Republic upon the Pacific coast. We have a
larger constituency there than we have in the Department of
Tennessee and Georgia. It will show them that we recognize
the services they rendered in the dark days of the country when
the State was on the eve of seceding. Show to these men within
the big State of Nevada and Washington Territory that we
recognize them. After the Grand Army has been out and
visited this large body of comrades who are to-day upon the
Pacific coast, then I am ready, and then we will be ready to
go to the Department of Tennessee and Georgia, which num-
bers at the present time a thousand members. |

Let us not forget this fact, that we have been through the
length and breadth of the Middle States of this great country ;
now let us go to the Pacific coast, and then we will be ready
to go back again, if the Grand Army has made commendable
progress, to visit these graves, and visit Southern friends of
ours, but not now.

Comrade Stratton, of Indiana—
ComMmANDER-IN-CHIEF—The Hoosiers have concluded that
if this war of words goes on much longer, we won’t be able to
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go to either place. They have instructed me to vote on this
question of location without debate.

On motion it was ordered that as each Department was
called its vote should be announced, as well as the number of
delegates and officers present entitled to vote.

Thereupon the vote was taken, with the following result:

San Francisco . . . . . . . . . . .. ..o 269
Nashville . . . . . . . . . .. ... ... ..... 178
Total Vote . . . . v v v e e e e e e e 47

Necessar’y to a choice, 224.

The Commander-in-Chief—
The next Annual Encampment will be held in the city of
San Francisco.

On motion of Comrade John F. Kumler, of Ohio, seconded
by Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief Rea, the vote fixing the
next Annual Encampment at San Francisco was made unani-
mous.

The Encampment then adjourned.



SECOND DAY.

Thursday, June 25th, 1885.

The Encampment was called to order at 10 o’clock A. M. by
the Commander-in-Chief. .

Comrade Bennett, of Illinois— *

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I have the following resolution to
present at the request of the Department of Illinois:

To the Nineteenth Encampment of the G. A. R.

The Department of Illinois, by resolution of its Encampment of
1883, has collected from voluntary contributions the sum of $430, to be
applied for the erection of a monument to B. F. Stephenson, the founder
of the G. A. R., and at the last Encampment of this Department the
following report of the committee having the matter in charge, was
adopted:

The Committee on the Stephenson monument reported as follows:
L. T. Dickason, Commander, etc.:

DEAR SIR AND COMRADE :—Your committee, to whom was referred the
matter of erecting a suitable monument at the grave of our late comrade, Dr.
B. F. Stephenson—the founder of our organization—beg leave to make the fol-
lowing report:

Finding the sum (only $430) placed at our disposal wholly inadequate for
the purpose, we have thought it best to let the sum remain in the hands of our
Assistant Quartermaster General or his successor, until such time as the fund
may be increased by ways devised by this Department, to a sum that will
enable the Order to erect a monument that shall, in some degree, be commen-
surate with the services rendered this Order by our deceased comrade, and
shall also be a credit to the organization.

We would suggest that a circular appeal be made from Department
Headquarters, asking for voluntary contributions from the Posts within this
Dcepartment, and also thatan appeal be made for contributions from the Posts
of other States. We would also recommend that a committee of five, of whom
our incoming Department Commander shall be chairman, be appointed by
this Encampment to present this whole matter to the National Encampment

at its next session.
Respectfully,
H. CHAPIN,

JOIIN D. McCLURE,
Commiltee.
On motion of Comrade Funk, the report was concurred in and the com-
mittee discharged.
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‘We respectfully present the matter to this Encampment, and offer
the following:

Resolved, That the several Posts of the Grand Army be requested
to contribute such sum as they may see fit for the purpose of defraying
the expense of a monument to B. F. Stephenson.

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., for the delegation,
' W. W. BERRY,
Dept. Commander.

Referred to the Committee on Resolutions.

Comrade Bennett—
I have another communication from Illinois:

To the Nineteenth Encampment, G. A. R.

CoMrADES:—At the last Encampment of the Department of Illinois
the following resolution was adopted : v

Resolved, That this Encampment appoint a committee to prepare a
suitable and uniform design, and present the same to the National
Encampment, through their delegates, for a National memorial badge,
to be worn on Memorial Day, and ask for the adoption of the same.

In furtherance of the spirit of the proposition the Department of
Illinois presents the following resolution : )

Resolved, That the Memorial Day badge of the Grand Army of the
Republic, shall consist of a black ribbon one and one-half by six inches,
with the words *‘In Memoriam,” and the Grand Army badge stamped
thereon in silver, with or without the name and number of the Post.

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., for the delegation,
WILLIAM W. BERRY,

Department Commander.

Referred to the Committee on Resolutions.

Comrade Bennett—
Also this:

To the Commander-in-Chief and Comrades of the Nineteenth Encampment.

At the Nineteenth Annual Encampment of the Department of
Illinois, the following preamble and resolutions were adopted, and I
have the honor to present them to this Encampment for its action:

‘WHEREAS, It is a fact well known and universally admitted in this
Department, that Major Benjamin F. Stephenson, Surgeon of the
Fourteenth Regiment Illinois Infantry Volunteers, during the war, was
the founder of the Grand Army of the Republic, and
- ‘WHEREAS, This Encampment has heretofore failed to take official
notice of this fact, and to make it a matter of record in its proceedings,
therefore,
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Resolved, That the Department of Illinois, Grand Army of the
Republic, in annual session assembled, hereby recognizes our late
comrade, Dr. Benjamin F. Stephenson, of Springficld, Illinois, as the
founder of the Order of the Grand Army of the Republic, in the United
f_tgtes, a}x-i cheerfully accords to his memory the high honor which this
itle confers.

Resolved, That the Assistant Adjutant General of this Department
be authorized and directed to certify these procecdings to the National
Encampment, for its official action, to the end that it may be made a
matter of record by the highest authority known to our Order.

. Resolved, That the delegates to the National Encampment, from
this Department, be, and they are hereby instructed to present the
matter to the National Encampment, at its next meeting, with such
documentary proof in support thereof as may be necessary and practi-
cable, and to use due effort and diligence in securing the object sought
to be accomplished, in order that the founder of our beloved Order,
resting peacefully in his humble tomb, may wear in memory unques-
tioned and undisturbed, the proud honor thus achieved.

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L.,
W. W. BERRY,

Department Commander.

I move that this matter be referred to the Committee on
Commander-in-Chief’s address, because the same subject-matter
has been referred to in that address.

The resolution was so referred.

Comrade Wagner, of Pennsylvania—

ComMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I am directed by the Committee on
the Order of the Sons of Veterans, to make the following
report:

PorTLAND, MAINE, June 24, 1885.
To the National Encampment of the Q. A. R.

CoMRrADES :(—Your Committee on “Sons of Veterans” respectfully
report that since their appointment at the Minneapolis session they
have, by correspondence and by personal conference, carefully consid-
ered the subject-matter referred to them ; that they have examined the
Constitutions and the Rules and Regulations of the several bodies call-
ing themselves *‘Sons of Veterans,” and also their forms of government
as heretofore existing and as now amended ; that they find much that
is commendable, and many things which do not impress them favor-
ably. That a careful and thorough revision would be required to make
the government of these several bodies harmonious and homogeneous.
That the business of this National body is tod extensive and multifari-
ous to have added to it the management, even remotely, of any out-
side organization, no matter how meritorious. While your committee
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approve highly of all the efforts of these Sons of Veterans to perpetu-
ate the principles for which we fought, and for which our comrades
died, they deem it unwise to recommend even advisory control over
their modes of organization or forms of government. We therefore
offer the following resolutions and ask their adoption:

Resolved, That all resolutions of recognition of any branches of the
Sons of Veterans heretofore gassed by this National Encampment, be,
and they are hereby repealed ; but that we recommend an early and

complete consolidation of all these branches with one body, wishing
them God-speed in their united and patriotic labors.

Resolved, That the Committee on Sons of Veterans be discharged.
’ By direction of the Committee,
LOUIS WAGNER,
Chairman.

The report was accepted and the resolutions adopted.

Comrade Evans, of Massachusetts—
The Committee on Inspector General’s Report, desire to
submit the following:

.

* PorTLAND, MAINE, June 24, 1885.
Commander-in-Chief and Comrades of the Nineteenth Encampment:

Your committee to whom was referred the Report of the Inspector
General, beg leave to submit the following:

We have carefully examined the report and regret to find that
four prominent Departments have failed to make any report to the
Inspector General, thus preventing as complete a report of the condition
of all of our Departments as could be desired at this time, and your
committee would respectfully suggest that the incoming administra-
tion use every exertion to the end that each Department furnish its
Inspector’s Report to the Inspector General in time to be presented in
print at the next National Encampment.

‘We heartily endorse the reconmendations of the Inspector General
in relation to Post inspections, believing that such inspections are for
the best interests of our organization.

Yoursin F., C. and L.,

GEORGE S. EVANS, Massachusetts,
A. B. VALENTINE, Vermont,
0. A. REYNOLDS Kentucky,
THEODORE WISEMAN, Kansas,
A. H. PRINCE, Maine,

Commilttee.

Adopted.
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The Commander-in-Chief—
We have a telegram from Comrade Grant, which will be
read now, by Comrade Dodd, Aide-de-Camp of Ohio.

Comrade E. S. Dodd—

Mr. McGRreGor, N. Y., June 24, 1885.
JonN 8. KounTz,

Commander-in-Chief.

General Grant directs me, in reply to your dispatch, to tender
through you to each one of the three hundred thousand veterans, his
comrades, now represented at Portland, his thanks for their interest in
his health and welfare. General Grant wishes to take this occasion to
also thank them for their splendid services which have resulted in
giving freedom to a race, peace to a continent, and a haven to the
oppressed of the world.

F. D. GRANT.

The reading of the telegram was greeted with three rous-
ing cheers for General Grant, and a motion that the dispatch
beé spread ppon the journal of the National Encampment, was
unanimously carried.

Comrade Patch, of Massachusetts—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF-—At this time I want just five minutes
of your time, as it seems to be the most fitting moment. We
have in the Department of Massachusetts, a comrade who was
a good soldier, who did service for four years, and who is
also an artist. He is an ardent admirer of our great old
comrade, Grant. For three months he has labored to produce
this counterfeit presentment of him who lies in weakness and
pain, (referring to a portrait of General Grant upon the stage
behind the Commander-in-Chief), and in his behalf I present
this portrait to the National Encampment with the request
that this Encampment have it suitably framed and thereafter
presented to Mrs. Grant on behalf of the Nineteenth National
Encampment of the Grand Army of the Republic. Comrades,
I earnestly beg you to accept this slight token from the hand
of our comrade, to the end that the Encampment will see fit to
tender the same to Mrs. Grant as a souvenir of this the Nine-
teenth Annual Convention of the Grand Army of the Republic.
The comrade from whose pencil this portrait is, is H. W. Ber-
throng, Post 33, Department of Massachusetts, G. A. R.
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The following is Comrade Berthrong’s letter:

PorTLAND, Maine, June 25, 1885.
To the Nineteenth Annual Convention, G. A. R.
ComraDES :—I earnestly beg you to accept a slight token from my
. hand, my own work, with a view to the end that the Convention will
see fit to tender the same to Mrs. Grant as a souvenir of this, the
Nineteenth Annual Convention.

Fraternally yours,
H. W. BERTHRONG,
Post 33, G. A. R., Dept. of Mass.

I move you, sir, that th,e Commander-in-Chief elect, and
the Quartermaster General be appointed a committee to receive
this portrait and see that it is suitably framed, and forward the
same to Mrs. Grant.

The gift of the portrait was accepted, and the resolution
adopted by a rising vote and three cheers.

Comrade C. H. Grosvenor, of Ohio—
CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I desire to offer this resolution at
this time:

Resolved, That the National Council of Administration be, and the
same is, authorized and directed to insist upon definite contracts for
transportation rates to the Twentieth National Encampment. It shall
be the duty of said Council to demand that specific maximum rates be
fixed, and plain and simple terms be made covering every phase of
necessary and proper arrangement. And it is ordered that in case just,
fair and promised contracts be not made, then said Council is authorized
to fix upon some other location for said Encampment, and make the
needed arrangements for the same.

Comrade Beath, of Pennsylvania—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I would ask Comrade Grosvenor to
strike out that which refers to the next Annual Encampment,
and make it apply to all future Encampments.

The Commander-in-Chief—
Do you offer that as an amendment?

Comrade Beath—
Yes, sir.
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Comrade Grosvenor—

I offer this resolution, Commander-in-Chief, in no spirit of
dissatisfaction. I only offer it with reference to the special
location now made. Bowing as I do to the action of the
majority of the Convention, I have no right to complain if I .
see fit to be absent from it; but I have not undertaken to pro-
vide for the future, and have confined myself by the direction
of those who have authorized me to present this resolution, to
the present. We have a precedent I may say in a resolution
which was adopted at Minneapolis, two years ago; and when-
ever it shall seem proper to do it in the future, it can be done.
I have drafted this so as to apply to the special occasion, and it
seems to me that it is quite sufficient, although I am not strenu-
ous upon that point.

Comrade Van DerVoort, of Nebraska—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I earnestly hope that this resolu-
tion will be adopted, because if we conduct our business in that
sort of way, this Grand Army of the Republic will be able to
control railroad rates to any National Encampment. Itis a
proper resolution, and I know the railroads reaching San
Francisco will be glad to meet you in that spirit.

The amendment of Comrade Beath was lost, and the reso-
lution adopted.

Comrade A. S. Nones, of Delaware—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—]I am fully conscious of the value
of time to this Encampment. I did not intend to occupy but a
moment; but when the women submitted this matter to me, I
considered it my duty to lay it before the comrades of this
Encampment. Last night I witnessed the most magnificent
tribute that has ever been paid to the Grand Army of the
Republic; and the words of the Women’s Relief Association,
like the arrows of Alcestes, took fire as they sped through the
air and lighted up the silvery flames of patriotism in the land.
Now, comrades of the Grand Army of the Republic, it was a-
noble tribute. When they called upon Past Commander-in-
Chief Van DerVoort, and we heard him tell how old Mother
Bickerdyke had cared for the wounded soldiers, we learned
there from the lips of the Woman’s Relief Association thatin the
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great State of California to-day this grand old lady, this Mother
Bickerdyke,-is suffering from poverty. Now, comrades, we
should do something for her. It is incumbent upon the old
soldiers to in some slight measure repay the debt they owe this
grand old woman. I move that the National Encampment
appropriate either one hundred dollars or two hundred dollars
for the immediate relief of Mother Bickerdyke.

Comrade Holmes, of California—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I am in full accord with what has
been said by the comrade, with one exception: there is no
delegate on this floor will doubt my word when I say that
there is no old army nurse in California in want of anything.
At the same time I am in favor of this Encampment extending
the aid to this old army nurse that the comrade desires, but
don’t reflect upon the comrades of California by saying that
this woman is really in want.

Comrade Nones—
CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I take these facts from Past Com-
mander-in-Chief Van DerVoort, who has a letter in his pocket.

Comrade Van DerVoort—

ComMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I have received a letter from Mother
Bickerdyke. I want to make an explanation; but there should
be no explanation from California. Mother Bickerdyke, when
I was in California, received an appropriation from the Grand
Army. She said she would not take one dollar from the Grand
Army of the Republic. “Put the money in your relief fund,”
she said. She has refused the assistance they appropriated for
her. She has come to a position in life, at the age of 72 years,
when her infirmities crowd upon her. She fell down seven-
teen steps, and has been made a cripple. She is now living~
upon money that has been raised by the ladies. She says it is
with shame and humility that she takes it, because she believes
that the great government to whom she gave her services,
should place her upon the pension roll. And Comrade Logan
says the first act that he shall perform when he reaches the
Senate of the United States will be to introduce a bill to place
her on the pension rolls. (Applause.)
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I believe it would be a grand thing for this Encampment
to duplicate here to-day what it did at Minneapolis. That act
on its part was one of the best the Grand Army ever did, and
if duplicated here in this instance will be a great satisfaction to
a woman who gave her all to our country.

Comrade Tanner, of New York.

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I move you that the Quartermaster
General be directed to place in the hands of the Department
of California, for the relief of Mother Bickerdyke, $500 out of
the $15,000 we have on hand. ’

Comrade Patch, of Massachusetts—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—There has been presented to this
Encampment a resolution on this subject which has been
referred to a committee. Why crowd it now? I believe that
the resolution asking for aid came from the Department of
California.

Comrade Nones—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I only desire to say this: I am
glad to say this,that I know relief will be afforded to this
woman by my comrades of the Department of California.
When I spoke of her as a resident of California, I did so with
no intention of reflecting upon that Department in any way.

Comrade Tucker, of California—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—This old woman whom we all know
so well, has been living at my house, too proud to accept the
. charity or the aid of the Grand Army from the Department of.
California; but she is absolutely needy. She has needed bread.
She has come to my house for her breakfast over and over
again, and she has not a second dress to her back. I hope to
God that this woman whom we revere and love may be given
the money she is too proud to ask for.

Comrade Hazzard, of Pennsylvania—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I rise to a point of order. I would
suggest that California be made to be consistent. One comrade
says that she don’t need bread, and the other says that she does
need bread. (Laughter.)
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The motion of Comrade Tanner that five hundred dollars
be appropriated for the relief of Mother Bickerdyke, was
unanimously carried.

Comrade Hall, of Maine—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—It becomes my sad duty to rise
before this Encampment and ask your indulgence while I pre-
sent a resolution. A comrade of this Department, a Past
Department Commander, who was with us in the parade on
Tuesday, has gone over the river. I offer this resolution:

‘WaEereas, Comrade W. B. Smith, Past Commander of the Depart-
ment of Maine, member of the National Encampment, died in this city
at four o’clock this morning from rupture of a blood vessel ;

Resolved, That it is with profound grief that the Encampment
receives these tidings, giving visible emphasis in the midst of our joyous
meeting to the sad fact so often presented, that as comrades and as an
organization, our days are speeding to their close.

Resolved, That the sympathies of this National Encampment be
hereby extended and entered upon its minutes, and a copy of these
resolutions be forwarded to the family of our deceased comrade.

Comrade Barnum, of New York—
CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—] move as an amendment that a
memorial page be printed.

The resolutions as amended were adopted.

Comrade McNair, of Delaware—
CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I have the report of the Committee
on Quartermaster General’s Report:

PorRTLAND, MAINE, June 25, 1885.
W. W. ALcorn,
Adjutant General.

CoMrADE:—Your committee appointed to examine the report of the
Quartermaster General, respectfully report that they find it a very full
and complete statement of the financial affairs of the National Encamp-
ment.

They also find two important new features, viz: the table of supply
accounts of Departments with the National Headquarters, and the table
of consolidated reports of the Assistant Quartermasters General. The
latter is necessarily incomplete, because reports have not been received
from some of the Departments. We recommend that Departments be
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required, as nearly as praticable, to conform to the rule adopted at
Baltimore, requiring that requisition for supplies be accompanied by
the money therefor.

We heartily commend the Quartermaster General for his prompt-
ness and uniform courtesy in the discharge of his official duties and
the economical and thorough business manner in which he has managed
the affairs of his Department.

We recommend the adoption of his report.

W. S. McNAIR,
S. B. JONES,
PHILIP CHEEK, Jz,
R. A. BECKER,

. EUGENE A. CORY.

I move the adoption of the report.

~ The report was adopted.

Comrade Béath, of Pennsylvania—
CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I desire now to present the report
of the Committee on Rules and Regulations.

Your Committee on Rules and Regulations report upon the propo-
sitions submitted in the circular issued from National Headquarters as
follows:

On the proposition to amend Chap. II, Art. IV, Sec. 1, by insert-
ing after the word ‘“absence ” in the seventh line, the following:

‘“In case the countersign shall be changed or the comrade forgets
it during the time for which his leave of absence is granted, any Post
Commander in the Department to which he belongs, may communicate
it upon presentation of an order from the Commander of the Post grant-
ing the leave of absence.” .

We believe the issue of the countersign should be most carefully
guarded. Comrades traveling without the countersign can obtain
admission to Posts upon conforming to the requirements of the ritual
in this respect.

‘We report against the proposition.
Adopted.

The proposition to change the time for holding Department
Encampments practically covers the whole year. (Sec. 1, Art. III,
Chap. IIL.) First, To fix the dates between October 1st and May 1st.
Second, between April and October.

The first proposition is submitted, to allow Departments, where
travel may be stopped at times during the winter months, to have their
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Encampments in the fall. But such a change would require very
radical changes in the time for electing Post officers and representatives.
To have an Encampment meet in October, the representatives to which
were elected in the December previous, on returns made for September
30th, is entirely too long.

We report against any change.

Comrade Hall, of New York— .
CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—Do I understand that both clauses
that have been cited, have been rejected by the committee ?

Comrade Beath—
Yes, sir.’

Comrade Hall—

Then in behalf of the several constituencies which I repre-
sent, I move that the rules be so amended as to allow of the
holding of annual Department Encampments at any time be-
tween the first day of January and the first day of June.

Comrade Beath—

The comrade’s amendment is practically to strike out the
word “May” in the Rules and Regulations, and insert “June” so
that it will read, “between January lst and June lst of each
year.” If that proposition had been submitted, the committee
would have been inclined to have accepted it.

Comrade Hall—

Permit me to say, comrades, in the State of New York and
many of our Northern States, during the month of May or at
the early season, it is almost impossible to get very many dele-
gates to a Department Encampment. But during the month of
June their early labor has ceased, and travel has become easy.
Besides, we are trying to save the expense which is entailed
upon many Departments of having semi-annual Encampments.
We want the privilege of holding our annual Encampments in
June, and making that the only Encampment to be held.

Comrade Wagner, of Pennsylvania—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I desire to call the attention of the
Encampment to the fact that this amendment might throw the
National Encampment and the Department Encampments into

the same month. Our rulesand regulationsrelating to National
11
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Encampments prescribe that a meeting shall be held between
the second Wednesday in May and the first Wednesday in
September. The Rules and Regulations formerly provided that
they should be held between May and July, but when we went
to Denver the time was extended from July to September, be-
cause we didn’t know what would be the best time to hold the
Encampment there. If the motion of Comrade Hall is agreed
to, it will necessarily require a change in the regulation with
regard to the meeting of the National Encampment. It would
be an anomoly to have the National Encampment meetin May,
as it always did, and have a Department meet in June, which is
to elect delegates to the National Encampment, and which is
to make up reports for the National Encampment which is to
meet in June.

The motion of Comrade Hall was lost, not two-thirds of
the vote cast being in its favor,and the report of the committee
was adopted,

Comrade Beath—

On the proposition to change Chapter V, Article II, and
other articles of the Rules and Regulations referring to returns
and reports, so as to require only semi-annual returns from
Posts and Departments, instead of the' present quarterly re-
turns, the committee report favorably.

The proposition is practically to go all through the Rules
and Regulations and strike out the word “quarterly’’ wherever
it occurs, and insert the words “semi-annually,” so that the
reports shall show returns to June 30th and December 31st. The
following .additional changes are required in the Rules and
Regulations, and the representatives to be elected on the returns
for December 30th. Now they are elected upon the returns for
September 30th. And the officers thus elected shall be installed
into their respective offices at the next stated or regular meet-
ing. We afterwards provide for a special meeting for the pub-
lic installation of officers. Werecommend the adoption of these
changes.

Comrade Vanderslice, of Pennsylvania—
CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I understand the report to be in
favor of semi-annual reports instead of quarterly reports. I
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would move that the recommendation of the committee be not
concurred in by the National Encampment. [ would say that
I have had as much experience in this matter as perhaps any-
body, and I tell you it would be fatal to many Posts, and you
will not be able to have the constantcommunication with head-
quarters in the formal and official manner such as is required
by an official report. That is the very best thing you can do
for Posts that are far from headquarters, to let them know that
they are in constant communication. It takes a more constant
effort to keep Posts in good standing that are not in communi-
cation with the headquarters than Posts that arein communica-
tion. I trust that this matter having been considered so many .
years, year after year, will not be changed; and I warn this
Encampment that if it is changed, it will be fatal to the exist-
ence of many Posts. Let the Adjutants do this extra work. It
is but a little to each one individually, but it is of vast import-
ance to our Order. I trust that this recommendation will not
be concurred in.

Comrade Daniel Ross, of Delaware—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF — The Department of Delaware is
opposed to that change. We have our Rules and Regulations;
the Posts generally understand them'; and in order to keep the
Adjutants in good order, it is necessary to hear from them
- every three months. "If you let them run six months, they get
. rusty, and don’t know how to make reports out correctly. I
move that the recommendation of the committee be not con-
curred in.

Comrade Beath—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—AS chairman of the committee, let
me state very briefly the reasons for the committee’s action in
this respect. I think I have had some little experience in this
matter; but when we are doing our hardest work in getting up
reports we hadn’t these Department instructions. There are
two instances a year where the officer representing the Depart-
ment Commander is brought into immediate contact with the
officers and comrades, and it is not at all necessary that they
should in addition make these quarterly reports. The mere
clerical work of making out and forwarding and receiving the
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reports does not add to the efficiency of the Grand Army of the
Republic at this time. (Applause.) The time, in my humble
opinjon, has arrived for us to reduce the work and necessary
expenses at Department and National headquarters.

Comrade Hall, of Maine—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I hope that the recommendations of
the committee will be adopted. We have now to ask the
various Posts to make these quarterly returns, and so far as
their being made more correctly quarterly than they would be
semi-annually, I beg to dissent. You take these Posts that are
not familiar with making up records, and require them to make
returns quarterly, and they do it in a hasty manner, and send
them forward as soon as they can get them out of their hands.
Make them semi-annually, and they will take more time, and
they will come to Department headquarters in better condition
than they do now.

Comrade Wheeler, of New Jersey—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF AND CoMRADES—As the proposer of
this change in the Rules and Regulations, I have just a word
to say. I wish to say first that I am very sorry that my good
comrade from Penunsylvania should have such a small estimate
of the intelligence of the Grand Army, or at least of the Posts
of the Grand Army. It seems to me that the time has come
when this organization can afford to lay aside some of this red
tape. It seems to me the time has come when semi-annual
reports will tell headquarters fully what is going on. We are
no longer young; we are no longer babies, to be led with tape;
we are men, and can walk without tape holding us up. It
requires a large amount of work, and where a man as I am is
taken out of civil life and put into the Adjutant’s office, it makes
it pretty hard for him. Where a man can be kept there for
years he makes it his business. We can’t do that; we have
got to take a man out of his work, and he must put one-third
of his time into it. We do that for love of the cause. The cor-
respondence is large, and there is plenty of other work to do.
The Adjutant General is called upon at all times for all things
and it seems to me that you might make a rule to relieve us in
gome way. Itdoesnotadd one particle of strength to a Depart-
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ment whether Department headquarters knows once in three
months, or once in six months the state of facts that these
reports show. The fact of the matter is, it takes nearly six
months to get a correct set of reports.

Comrade George P. Sanford, of Michigan—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I suppose this proposition is sub-
mitted for the intelligence of the Encampment. We have
heard an argument from the chairman of the committee who
report it, and also from the comrade who presented it. I do
not suppose that we are called upon to debate this upon
every side, and then, through courtesy to them, adopt it.
We are acting upon our own judgment. I am instructed by
the Department of Michigan to oppose this change. I want
to detain this Encampment but a moment. If red tape were to
stop the flow of blood that would sap the life of & wounded com-
rade, he would not tear off that red tape; he would think it
extremely valuable, and would leave it there. If our friends
can’t report once in a quarter, I grant that they won’t in six
months; but, sir, in my judgment—and I have heard the
opinion of the Adjutant of our Department precisely and em-
phatically expressed on the subject—these frequent reports
add life to the Order. Ibelieve it is human nature. (Applause.)
T suppose it is the same either in Michigan or California. I
believe this change would be disastrous. The time has come
in the history of our Order, not to make changes for the sake
of a change, but to promote the growth and efficiency of our
Order. I believe this change would be detrimental, and I hope
this report will not be concurred in,

Comrade R. B. Brown, of Ohio—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF AND CoMRADES—This is a question
that you‘can well afford to consider. We are making legisla-
tion for the instruction of the Grand Army. I want to say
something upon this as a member of the committee, and I want
to say something on it as a comrade having some experience
in the business of a Department. I want to say to the com-
rddes of this Encampment that we must not be too hasty in an
important matter.
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You will pardon me if I speak of my own Department for
illustration. We have 520 Posts. The Adjutant of the Depart-
ment is required once every three months to collect and tabu-
late 520 reports from Adjutants and as many more from Quar-
termasters. We have found by actual experience that more
than six weeks of each quarter is consumed in collecting and
tabulating these reports. We have found it necessary to
employ additional help in our Department, to write personal
letters to Commanders of Posts and Inspectors, begging them
to bring their reports up. The Adjutant Genersl has not time
for this work under the present system. I beg you to remem-
ber that large sums of money are being spent in the different
‘large Departments in doing the clerical work that would go to
other and legitimate purposes of the Grand Army if this system
of red tape were left out. (Cries of “good.”) If Post Com-
manders, and Adjutants, and Senior Vice and Junior Vice
would do their duty, they would be in frequent communication
with the Posts in their jurisdiction. The Senior Vice and
Junior Vice in each Department ought to take time to visit
each one of the Posts in his Division. The Department Com-
mander ought and the Adjutant General ought to have time to
write, but under the present system a Department Commander
and Adjutant General occupy all their time in regulating delin-
quent Posts in order to keep their Department in good stand-

ing.

Comrade J. L. Bennett, of Illinois—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—(Cries of “question, question”!) 1
don’t think it is right for comrades who have come to me and
asked me which side I am going to act on to go back to their
seats and then cry “question.” (Laughter.) I was a member
of the committee which considered this matter, and the commit-
tee was unanimously of the opinion that the change’ ought to
be made. Ihave had some practical experience in this matter.
I have been Assistant Adjutant General of the State of Illinois
for four years, and I have gone through a great deal of labor
and have given it a great deal of time. I want to give you a’
practical explanation of this matter of reports. I won’t give
you any flowery speech, but I will give you the practical work-
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ings of it. So far as the work is concerned the Assistant Adju-
tant General sends a communication to the Commanders of the
Posts, and sends out blank reports. It doesn’t make one single
cent’s difference about the health of that Post, whether it makes
that report or not. There is no communication between the
Posts and Department headquarters, but there is communica-
tion between the Assistant Adjutant General and the Post
about that statement if it is not made out. But if the life of a
Post depends on this, if Posts are to be maintained by such a
thing as that, they had better die right away, or pass in their
checks until they have a little more life. (Laughter.) There
are a great many small Posts to whom these quarterly reports
are sent to be forwarded to headquarters, and much time is
consumed in bringing their attention to it. I believe that the
same results could bearrived at by semi-annual reports as there
can be by having them sent out four times a year. All the
reports are good for is to make a consolidated statement. They
are piled up in the Adjutant General's office, and in the Assis-
tant Adjutant General's offices. They are of no use in either
office, except when they are tabulated and put into the consoli-
dated statement in the Adjutant General’'s report. The state-
ment would be just as valuable if it showed the membership
semi-annually instead of quarterly.

The report of the committee was not concurred in, there
not being a two-thirds vote in its favor.

Comrade Beath—
CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—The next item is—

To amend Sec. 4, Art. IV, Chap. V, (page 24,) by striking out
“Charged as muster-in fee” and inserting the words ‘“due when
dropped.”

This proposition has been before the Encampments several times
and was acled on at the last Encampment, which decided against the
change. As each Post may fix the amount at a sum not less than the
muster-in fee, it follows it can make the sum equal the amount of dues
if the muster-in fee is less than the annual tax.

‘We report adversely.
Adopted.
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A

The next proposition is to change Sec. 1, Art. VII, Chap. II, which
will authorize the Post Commander to appoint the Post Surgeon and
Post Chaplain.

We report adversely.
Adopted.

To amend Sec. 2, Art. IV, Chap. II, by adding the words “and other
indebtedness,” so it shall read, “Any comrade against whom no charges
exist, and who has paid all dues and other indebtedness, shall be
received upon written or verbal application, a transfer card,” &c., &c.,
we report adversely.

The report of the committee was adopted.

On the proposition to change Art. XIV, Chap. V, Memorial Day,
by striking out the provision against having these services on Sunday,
the effect of which will be to have the next Memorial Day upon Sunday,
we report adversely.

Adopted.

The next proposition is to provide for special meeting for the pur-
pose of publicly installing the Post officers.

We recommend the addition of the following to Sec. 1, Art. VII,
Chap. II, by making the last line of the first paragraph read: *‘ And
such installation may be conducted publicly at a special meeting to be
held for that purpose, when no part of the opening or closing services
or signs of recognition shall be used.”

The report of the committee was adopted.

On the proposition to permit the Sons of Veterans to participate in
Post meetings, we report adversely.

Adopted.

The next proposition is to provide for.vacating offices where the
incumbents absent themselves without good cause.

‘We propose to add to Sec. 2, Art. VII, Chap. I, R. & R., (Page 9):

‘“ A Post may by a two-thirds vote declare vacant the position of
any officer who has absented himself for four consecutive stated meet-
ings; provided that notice has been duly given the delinquent officer,
and notice of the intended action has been given to the members of the
Post.”

The recommendation of the committee was adopted.
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‘We recommend that all changes now made to the Rules and Regu-
lations shall be- published as soon as possible in General Orders, and
that slips be distributed to Posts and Departments for general use.

Comrade J. S. Black, of Illinois, the present Commissioner
of Pensions, making his appearance in the hall was greeted
with cheers, and on being presented to the Encampment by
the Commander-in-Chief, spoke as follows :

Comrade Black—

CoMRraDEs—It is with a heart filled with varied emotions
that I greet you to-day, in fraternity, charity and loyalty. I
look over the faces of this audience, and I see ‘men who with
bared sabres, rode after Sheridan, and with trailed muskets
fought beneath Meade, under Sherman and Logan, (applause)
and who combined, making the resistless column of victory,
marched under Grant from the beginning to the end, in the
most illustrious war that ever set the banners of liberty high
advanced upon the progress road of humanity. I greet you
and I thank you for this greeting. I know that as the winters
of age are falling upon these heads, there is spring eternal
within their hearts, the ever-flowing fountain of loyalty, whose
waters, unembittered, are sweetened by pleasure and made
brighter by fraternity. I know that this vast audience, not
only splendid in its personnel, but splendid in that which it
represents, does not misapprehend its high mission; does not
misapprehend that its object is to add new and ever-burning
laurels to the brow of the American volunteer soldier, and reg-
ular too, wherever his name may be borne by the winds
around the globe. A set of men who appreciate all that
belongs to victory, who claim nothing of spoil. Comrades, I
thank you again for this pleasure of meeting you face to face.
Allow me to say in conclusion that I belong to the working
contingent of the Grand Army of the Republic. ~ (Applause.)
I sincerely hope that except as I meet you now, I may never
have occasion officially to know you, but if I should I will do
the best I can. (Great applause.)

Comrade Alexander, of the Department of the Potomac—
ComMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—The Commitiee to whom was refer-
red the Commander-in-Chief’s address is ready to report.
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Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief Rea took the chair.
The report of the Committce was read, and was as follows :

To the National Encampment, G. A. R.:

Your committee to whom was referred the address of the Com-
mander-in-Chief respectfully report as follows:

The work of the year evidences the fidelity and ability of the Com-
mander-in-Chief. Despite the Presidential contest, the depression of
business, and the rapid growth of the Grand Army in former years,
rivaling all other organizations, whether civic or military, yet under
his splendid leadership our numbers have been increased and the high
character of the Order fully sustained. The earnest desire which has
inspired him to do his whole duty is illustrated by the extent of his
visits, ranging from Maine to the Golden Gate, and including all
Departments, except three. These visitations have been characterized
by wisdom, modesty, zeal, and economy, and the result that followed
fully justify his action. Wherever he has gone greater interests in the
Order has not only been manifested, but the respect shown him indi-
cates the high esteem in which he is held as Commander-in-Chief, and
the personal regard which is entertained for him as a comrade and a
gentleman. For his efficient and kindly management of all the affairs
of the Grand Army, he is worthy the hearty and sincere thanks of this
Encampment, and it is recommended that ;the Council of Administra-
tion be instructed to procure and present to him a suitable testimonial
as a token of our recognition of his essential services in behalf of the
Grand Army.

Your committee commend the address of the Commander-in-Chief
to your careful perusal as a thoughtful and suggestive paper. His
recognition of Comrade Stephenson as the originator of the Grand
Army is timely and eminently proper, while the mention of the Hero of
Appomattox, ‘“whose heart grandly responded when duty called, and
melted in compassion when mercy pleaded,” is as beautifully expressed
as the sentiment is true and patriotic.

‘We commend also his words respecting Memorial Day, and the

introduction of politics into our Order. It should be the endeavor of
" every comrade to cultivate the one and avoid the other. Memorial Day
is the choicest in the calendar of the Grand Army—a day of sweet
remembrances, dear to every loyal heart, and any violation of its
sacredness by making it the occasion for frivolity and amusement, such
as characterize the Fourth of July, should be treated as an indignity to
the comrades who died that this country might live. In a similar spirit
should be treated any attempt to inject politics into our Order. It is the
high privilege of soldiers, in upholding the great principles for which
they struggled and sacrificed so much, always to act as their judgment
may dictate; but as comrades of the Grand Army should scorn to
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degrade our Order, or lower its standard by using it for purposes other
than those which come legitimately within the spirit and letter of its
governing regulations.
The careful and economical administration of Commander-in-Chief
Kountz has materially increased the funds of the National Encamp-
" ment. This is a cause of great congratulation, for it behooves the
Grand Army of the Republic, now in its prime, carefully to husband its
resources, that in its declining years it may not suffer the inconven-
iences of poverty, or become in any sense an object of public charity.
Your committee recommend that $10,000 of the amount now in the
hands of the Quartermaster General be invested in State or municipal
securities, or in first mortgage bonds upon real estate worth not less
than three times the amount thus loaned, the investment to be made
under the direction of the incoming Commander-in-Chief, and the new
‘Council of Administration.

Attention is called to the increased number of members suspended
during the year. These suspensions cheapen the Order, setting adrift
in the community a class of men who know its countersign, possess its
badge, and represent its membership, without having sufficient interest
in its welfare to perform its duties. The reasons assigned by the Com-
mander-in-Chief for this delinquency are generous and honorable to the
kindliness of his heart, and we respectfully submit that whenever
inability to pay dues is known, as the real cause of such failure, it
should be regarded a privilege as well as a duty to remit them. But it
is undoubtedly true, as the Commander-in Chief asserts, that the very
large number suspended—more than 64,000, or nearly 20 per cent. of
the entire membership—is due to negligence and inefficiency of Post
officers. For this there is but one remedy: the election of Post Com-
manders pledged especially to discharge the duties imposed upon them
relating to membership, who shall also be clothed with the power of
appointing Post Quartermasters. The Commander-in-Chief as well as
each Department Commander is charged with the appointment of
their Quartermasters, and it is believed that the same privilege should
be accorded to Post Commmanders. It is recommended, therefore, that
Article V1., Section 1, be 86 amended. ’

Attention is especially called to the matter of badges. Unless made
of captured rebel cannon, a badge is a lie, and the post officer or other
comrade who procures them from any source other than through
National Headquarters, merits court martial and prompt dismissal. Of
the twelve bronze rebel cannon now being used for badges, the history
of their manufacture, service, and capture is well known, and as a sim-
ple and beautiful relic of the war, therefore, the badges made from
them should be eagerly sougi.t, and are worth many times the price
paid. In this connection it is recommended that during the coming
year the Commander-in-Chief be requested to give this matter his
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individual attention, to the end that the manufacture of spurious badges
be stopped, and that the parties now engaged in obtaining money under
false pretenses by their sale be properly dealt with under the law. It
is recommended also that in making their inspections, Inspecting
Officers be charged with the duty of closely examining every badge for
the determining of the genuineness.

In the appointment of special committees to confer with the
authorities of the Catholic church, and other denominations who were
opposed to our Order under the impression that it was a secret organiza-
tion, the Commander-in-Chief has exercised good judgment, and the
success of the committee in removing a serious obstacle to the admis-
sion to our ranks of thousands of surviving soldiers, ought to be an
occasion of joy to every comrade. There is not in the wide world out-
side of the Christian church, an association founded on such broad and
liberal principles as that of the Grand Army of the Republic. ~Under
the folds of its banners are gathered men of all creeds and nationalities.
Lessons of mutual forbearance and toleration have been learned
through bitter experience, and the ties which bind those who for four
years fought to maintain the integrity of the nation, cannot easily be
severed on this side of the grave. We therefore recommend earnestly
the heartiest endorsement of the Encampment for the labor of the Com-
mander-in-Chief in the settlement of this important question.

The reference of the Commander-in-Chief to the Veterans’ Rights
Union, accompanied by his hearty endorsement, must meet with an
earnest response from every comrade loyal to this organization, and
alive to the interests of the rights of the veteran soldier, decreed to him
by statute, but which for many years, have practically proven a dead
letter. It is timely and pertinent, and it behooves this Encampment to
give to this portion of his report their emphatic endorsement, as the
representatives of nearly 300,000 veterans organized to protect the
interests of the old soldier.

Your committee heartily concurs with all that has been said of the
work and aims of the Woman’s Relief Corps. It was a grand under-
taking, and has been carried out in the grandest manner. Side by side
with the Grand Army it has pressed forward, accomplishing in the
name of Faith, and Love, and Charity, what the comrades could not
have done without its assistance. It has our earnest wishes for its con-
tinued success ; our hearty support of the purposes of the organization,
and our co-operation in all of its undertakings. We offer its members
now as ever, the strong right hand of our comradeship, which will
never weaken in its grasp of love, respect and sympathy.

In order to carry out these suggestions and recommendations, we
recommend the adoption of the following:

Resolved, That the Council of Administration be instructed to cause

a suitabfle testimonial to be procured and presented to the Commander-
in-Chief.
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Resolved, That the incoming Commander-in-Chief and Council of
Administration be authorized to invest $10,000 of the amount now in
the hands of the Quartermaster General in State or municipal secur-
ities, or in first mortgage bonds upon real estate worth not less than
three times the amount thus loaned.

Resolved, That the Commander-in-Chief be requested to ascertain
who are manufacturers and sellers of spurious badges, and to take such
steps to secure the suppression of the same as he may deem proper.

Comrade Alexander—
CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEP—I move the acceptance of the report
and the adoption of the resolutions.

Judge Advocate General Austin—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I desire to offer this amendment
to the resolution authorizing the investment of funds in
real estate, the security to be three times the value of
the amount loaned : I desire to so amend it that the security
shall be three times the value of the amount loaned exclusive
of any improvements thereon; for the reason that we do not
want our securjties in buildings that are liable to burn, but
that the solid real estate shall be behind it, three times the
value of the loan.

Comrade Delacey, of New York—
CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—Has this National Encampment
power to invest funds—is it an incorporated body ?

Comrade Tarbell, of New York—
CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I move as an amendment that the
money be invested in United States securities.

The Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief—
I rule the amendment to the motion out of order for the
present.

The Judge Advocate General—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I am asked whether we have the
power to invest this money. 1 think without examining the
subject tharoughly that we have the power to invest it in the
capacity of a trustee. It may be invested by the Council of
Administration in the capacity of a trustee, but not in the
name of the Grand Army of the Republic.
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The Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief—
The question is on the amendment of the Judge Advocate
General.

Comrade Tarbell—
) CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I move as a substitute that it be
invested in. United States securities.

Comrade R. H. Cochran, of Ohio—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I hope the substitute of our com-
rade will not be adopted. The resolution that was introduced
was to secure a better investment of our money. While we
know United States securities are safe, yet, when we pay the
premium, the loan is not what we desire. We can get other
safe securities, and a good deal more money.

Comrade Alexander—

ComMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I desire to say for the information
of the Encampment that one of the members of your committee
is Commander Foster, of Indiana, one of the “most successful
men and extensive merchants in his State. e has given this
subject careful consideration, and he prepared the recommen-
dation submitted this morning. The question of United States
securities was fully discussed and fully considered; and the
comrade who last spoke gave the expression of' the committee
exactly. We want to earn something with our money, but if
you put it into securities at a high premium and low interest,
you get practically nothing.

Comrade Tarbell, of New York—
CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—While, sir, I would endorse any-
thing that would bring the largest amount that could have
equal security behind it, I would suggest this: We pay this
large premium simply because the securities are certain.
Why is there a great premium for United States securities?
Just because when a man has one, he knows it is worth just
one hundred cents any day, and he can get one hundred cents
for it whenever he wants it. Sitting at my right is an attorney-
at-law representing an insurance company, and within the last
five years they have had to take foreclosures on three millions
of dollars in the city of Chicago alone. What has the Grand
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Army to do with a lot of real estate? I beg of these comradcs
here let us not take any chances; let us put our money in
securities that we made good when they were drawing twenty
per cent. simply because they were uncertain. They are now
worth more than any other. Let us take something solid.

Comrade Bonnell, of Nebraska—
CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I think the amendment of the Judge

. Advocate General touches the right point. There are secur-

ities that are good, and they can be obtained, and if on real
estate without the improvements, we are perfectly safo. I
move the previous question.

The main question was ordered. Comrade Tarbell’s substi-
tute was lost, and the report of the committee accepted and the
resolution as amended by the Judge Advocate General adopted.

Comrade Henry B. Pierce, of Massachusetts—
CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—The Committee on Resolutions de-
sires to submit its report:

The Committee on Resolutions has considered the matters which
have been referred to it, and reports as follows :

In response to the memorial of McPherson Post of Abington,
Department of Massachusetts, the committee recommend the adoption
of the following:

“WHEREAS, In the National Cemetery at Gettysburg, the graves
are arranged in concentric_curves, the lines of which are marked by
granite bands, on the top of which are cut into the granite the names of
the soldiers, each over against his grave.  Originally they were painted
black. This paint has been renewed two or three times; but now it is
entirely worn out, and the stones look painfully shabby and neglected.

“What is true at Gettysburg, is likcly to be true, or to hecome true,
at each of the other National Cemeterics. We therefore respectfully
request our Representatives in Congress to take such measures ag wifl
secure an appropriation to provide for painting all the naines in all the
Natii'mal Cemeteries, for which we are informed that one cent a letter is
ample.

“We also understand that if the paint be renewed once in five
ears, this_ will be often enough to keep the names looking neat and
{wight. ‘We therefore would further request, that steps be also taken
to secure the establishment of a regular appropriation for this purpose
once in five years.”

The report of the committee was adopted.
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The consideration of the report was continued.

Upon the resolution offered by Senior Vice Commander Vernon, of
the Department of Maryland—

““Resolved, That the Nincteenth Annual Encanupment of the Grand
Army of the Republic cordially endorse Congressional legislation look-

ing forward to the increase of our comrades’ widows’ pensions from’

cight dollars to twelve dollars per month, to take eflect from the passage
of the law.”

The committee reports that the subject-matter has been acted upon
by the National C‘ommittee on Pensions, and by it recommended to
Congress. :

The committee reports adversely for this reason.

~ Adopted.

The following resolution was offered by Comrade E. B.
Loring, ot Massachusetts:

¢ Rerolred, That this Encampment endorses the bill pending in the
last Congress, known as the Eight Dollar measure, of which the fol-
lowing is a copy:

A bill granting peunsions for service in the Army and Navy of the United
States during the war of the rebeilion.

‘“ Be it enacted by the 8cnate and Hovse of Representatives of the United Steates of
America in Congress assembled, That all oflicers, soldiers and sailors who
gerved in the army, navy ormarine corps of the United States for a period
not less than 60 days between March 4, 1861, and July 1, 1845 and who were
honorably discharged therefrom, shall receive a pension of 8 per month
during the remainder of theirlives. This act shall take effect from its pas-
sage—

and instructs its pension committee to make all eifort to scecure its pas-

sage.”’

And the committee reports adversely.

Comrade Graves, ot Michigan, gives notice of his intention
to present a minority report.

Comrade Graves, of Michigan—

To the National Encampment of the . 1. R.:

The undersigned members of your Committee on Resolutions
desire to offer the following as a minority report upon the question of
pensioning all honorably discharged soldiers at eight dollars per month:

 Resolved, That this Encampment endorses the bill pending in the

last Congress known as the LEight Dollar measure, of which the following
is & copy: 4
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A bill granting pensions for service in the Army and Navy of the United States
during the war of the rebellion.

“ Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States
of America, in Congress assembled, That all officers, soidiers and sailors who
served in the army, navy, or marine corps of the United States for a period
of not less than 60 days, between March 4, 1861, and July 1, 1865, and who
were honorably discharged therefrom, shall receive a pension of $8 per
month during the remainder of their lives. This act shall take effect from
its passage— ’

and instructs its Pension Committee to make every effort to secure its
passage, with such amendments as shall prevent the decrease of pres-
ent pensions.”

B. L. GRAVES, Michigan,

J. A. WAYMIRE, California,

" F. W. BRADLEY, Texas,

'W. B. BOHN, Colorado,

H. C. WARDLEIGH, Utah,

E. C. WATERS, Montana.

Comrade Loring, of Massachusetts—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I move you that the minority
report be substituted for the majority report; and I desire to
be heard upon that question.

At this point some confusion occurring in the rear of the
hall, it was suggested that it was occasioned by the appearance
of the “three Governors”—Roby, of Maine, Alger, of Michi-
gan, and Fairchild, of Wisconsin—and Past Commander-in-
Chief Robinson. They were immediately called to the plat-
form, and speeches demanded of them.

The Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief—
ComraDES—I have the pleasure of presenting to you Gov-
ernor Roby, of Maine.

Comrade Roby—

I have not come here to make a speech; I have simply
come here to look at you. I say to you all, I am glad you are
here, and hope you will have a good time; and when you go
away, I shall say, God bless you! (Applause.)

The Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief—

I have great pleasure in presenting to you Comrade Alger,
Governor of the State of Michigan.
12



178 NINETEENTH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT

Comrade Alger—

ComrADES—I thank you for this greeting. I don’t believe
in all these United States they can get as much brains together
in the same number of men as are on this floor to-day. I
believe the questions you discuss here will be the key-note
that will be taken up by this country, and whatever you
demand will be carried out; and it ought to be. 1 hope you
will be careful in your deliberations; (I know you don’t want
any of my advice, but I am always giving it.) I hope you will
be careful in your deliberations, for they have great weight.
When you give forth your decrees from this hall, you will find
State after State in the North following out the course you
have marked.

I want to say one word for Michigan. Michigan has just
appropriated $150,000 for a Soldiers’ Home. (Applause.)
Michigan’s men that are not able to earn a 'living are not
paupers, God bless them; they are going to be cared for.
(Cheers.)

I thank you for this cordial greeting, and will say good-
bye.

The Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief—

‘We have on the stand our old comrade, General Robinson,
of New York, who has been twice Commander-in-Chief of the
Grand Army of the Republic. I desire to present him to the
Encampment. (Applause.)

Past Commander-in-Chief Robinson—

CoMMANDER AND CoMRADES—I thank you most heartily
for this cordial greeting, and as the best return that I can
make for it, I will not interrupt the proceedings by making
- any further remarks, further than to say, God bless you all!

The Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief—

The Hon. Tom Reed, of Portland, is in the hall; I am sure
we will be glad to hear from him. (Comrade Reed made his
way to the stand and was greeted with applause.) I have the
pleasure of introducing Comrade Reed, of the Department of
Maine. -
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Comrade Reed—

ComrapES—I should feel as if I were recreant to my own
sense of what was appropriate, if I failed to extend to you my
hearty greetings. We have been very glad to see you here.
‘We feel that Maine has been honored “from the hills to the
sea.” Comrades, I thank you heartily for your presence, in the
name of my city. We are glad to see you Liere; we are glad
to welcome you here, and we hope to see many of you again,
and we promise you the same cordial greeting that we have
tried to give you now. (Applause.)

The consideration of the report of the minority of the
Committee on Besolutions, relative to the Eight Dollar pension
bill, was then resumed.

Comrade Loring, of Massachusetts—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF AND CoMRADES—As I have said
before, this is a question which concerns the comfort and
the happiness of over a million comrades and their families.
In looking over the past proceedings of the various Encamp-
ments, I have noticed that this subject has never been ser-
iously and fully discussed; and now it comes before this
Eucampment in this form. Upon the one side is the report of
your regular National Pension Committee, and they report
according to the opinions that they themselves have enter-
tained, and according to the subject as it has been not
thoroughly and completely ventilated; upon the other, we
represent 1,921 Grand Army Posts and 300,000 citizens, ex-
soldiers not members of the Grand Army, and citizens not
ex-soldiers, as appears by the files of the Invalid Committee
of the House of Representatives, whose signatures we obtained
by a petition which we sent over the country therefor, after
they had read and thoroughly discussed in their various
Posts the views and opinions which we had set forth therein.
I will take the time of the Encampment for just a moment to
detail the history of that movement.

John A. Dix Post, No. 15, of Boston, in 1880, in looking up
the several petitions relating to several members of that Post,
discovered that there were piled up in the Pension office a
number of hundreds of thousands of claims brought in there
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by the supplemental act of January 25, 1879, known as the
Arrears of Pensions Act. They sent out over our State of
Massachusetts, a memorial to the President upon the subject.
That was signed by forty-three Posts of Massachusetts, and was
sent by them to the President, asking that these claims be set-
tled and files cleared. Afterwards when this last Congress
began, we found after a short time had elapsed that a great
many pension measures were introduced there, all of them of
more or less merit, many of them injurious and unfair to the
great body of soldiers; and we sent again through our State, as
we had done before, a petition representing that we were in
favor of pensioning every soldier at the rate of eight dollars a
month, who under the existing laws were not entitled to that
sum or a greater. We did that in order to discover if possible
what the opinions of the great body of the soldiers were. We
obtained the petitions of seventy-eight Posts. We sent those
on to Washington by a delegation or a committee, and. that
was presented to the Invalid Claims Pension Committee of the
House. They told us that there had appeared before them
the day before the National Pension Committee of the Grand
Army. They asked us how that Pension Committee is ap-
- pointed, and we told them. They then said: “We think you
have gone a little closer to the subject; would you be good
enough to ascertain in the same way in which you have from
the Posts of the Grand Army of Massachusetts, by obtaining
from the Posts all over the country what their opinion is, by
gending around the same petition that you did in Massachu-
setts?’ We said we hadn’t contemplated any such a contract
as that; but after we had talked over the matter in our Post,
we found that we were in & position where we had either got
to stop where we were, or else go on and accede to the request
of the Pension Committee. The result was we procured the
petitions of 1921 Posts of the Grand Army of the Republic,
and when we presented those to that same committee, we were
agsked to obtain the opinions of citizens and soldiers outside of
the Grand Army; and we sent again over the country, and we
got the signatures of three hundred thousand citizens and
soldiers not members of the Grand Army.

There is the history of the whole movement. We didn’t
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want to get ourselves in the position in which we were. We
were forced into it by acceding to the request of the members
of the Pension Committee. I say this in order that we may
consider this correctly, and to show this Encampment that it
was not the intention of our Post to put ourselves in opposi-
tion to the National Pension Committee of this Encampment.

‘We come before it with two bills; one is the Eight Dollar
Bill, and the other is known as the amended Pension Bill,
which has been recommended by the Pension Committee of
this Encampment. We claim that the time for the Eight Dollar
Bill has come. We say that according to the estimate of differ-
ent authorities, the average age of the old soldier is about fifty
years. Our war, so unparalleled, rarely if ever has there been
thrown into the field in so short a time, so large a body of
men; with imperfect commissariat, with inexperienced officers,
we necessarily endured, in the natural course of things,
greater privations than we would, had we been an army formed
in a greater length of time. We claim it should be an equal
rate, a uniform rate of eight dollars for all, to use the language
~ of the last Pension Commissioner. The men forming our army
were peculiarly organized. Some went into the ranks from
higher circles and grades than the officers, and returned often-
times no higher, and so we say it should be uniform.

‘We claim that by this bill we cut the Gordian knot of this
pension snarl. We claim that we simplify the whole business.
We lay the basis for all future time.

Upon the other hand, there is the amended Mexican
Pension Bill, presented by the National Pension Committee.
And I will call attention to one or two sections of this bill. It
is in a circular sent out from the office of the National Tribune
of Washington. In the 8th section it says that every person
specified in the several classes enumerated in section 4693 of
the Revised Statutes of United States and amendments thereto,
who served in the military or naval service of the United
States, (as mentioned in said bill,) and who won an honorable
discharge therefrom, who has or shall become disabled from
any cause not the result of his own gross carelessness, disrepu-
table conduct, or vicious habits and who also is dependent upon
his own labor for support, shall, upon making proof of the
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facts, under such regulations as may be prescribed by the
proper authority, be placed upon the list of pensioners of the
United States, to have and receive a pension during the con-
tinuance of such disability at a rate proportionate to the degree
thereof.

Now, Commander, I want to call the attention of the com-
~ rades to the condition of the Pension Office. At the end of
1879 there were 136,000 claims, or thereabouts, pending and
that has steadily increased until, according to the Commis-
sioner’s report of last year, there are 272,000 claims pending
and unsettled upon the files. By that same report of the Com-
missioner of Pensions, 19,000 new names were added to the
pension rolls last year. In that same report it shows that
there are 124 ratings of disability covering pensioners upon
the list; three-quarters are for eight dollars and under. Oh,
what a mockery that sort of business is! What good will it do
to add more claims to the list already there and unsettled?
And according to the rules which they adopt these claims must
pass through their different stages. The claimant must prove
that he was a well man when he entered the service, or that
has been the rule until recently, and requirements like that,
which, in the short time that I have got, I cannot mention. If
you pass the Eight Dollar Bill, it goes directly through the
whole thing. A man filing his claim to-day, with those now
pending, will have to live 100 years before he hears from it.
You can’t unsnarl the thing that way.

With all those claims pending in the last Congress—-elghty
five bills—Congress never passed a single law looking to com-
prehensive legislation in this matter. As'we have said in our
circular, which you have seen about town, a claim agent in
Washington through a paid attorney—but I can refer you to
the report, and you can read for yourselves, because those
statements are under oath—a paid attorney commanded more
respect from that Congress than the hosts of all the Grand
Army and all the soldiers of the old army. Is it possible? He
obtained that law known as the law of 1884, which raised the
pay of the claim agent from ten dollars to twenty-five dollars—
an act taking that amount of money additional from the pockets
of the soldiers. He had a great many thousand claims pend-
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ing in the Pension Office. A claim agent with paid counsel,
the witnesses say in the testimony in that report of the House
Committee on Pensions, in House of Representatives Report,
No. 2883, obtained more respect from Congress than all the old
army combined! The petition of the National Pension Com-
mittee was disregarded, and the petition of our side, the 1921
Grand Army Posts, had no effect. Isit possible? Has it come
to this, that the old army, that that army which held and
crushed in its iron grasp, Vicksburg, that army that swept
from the top of Lookout Mountain, Bragg’s host—that swept
it off as the west wind sweeps the snow from the mountain
tops—is it possible that the army that threw back Lee’s inso-
lent invasion upon the Potomac, and forced it still farther back
into the last ditch, until it surrendered at Appomatox—is it
possible that that army has no more effect upon Congress than
to be considered the inferior in influence of & pension claim
agent? (Here the gavel fell.)

Comrade George T. Anthony, of Kansas—

ComMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I arise, not to trespass upon the
time of this Encampment, but in obedience to a conviction
that I have a duty to perform here, and that probably at no
time before this Encampment, or any succeeding one, will there
a question arise of so much importance and of such vital con-
cern as the very one pending here at this time. Itis not a
question of dollars and cents. It is not a subject involving
merely a question of accounts and of rights between the gov-
ernmentand the soldiers who have defended it; but it goes vastly
deeper than this: it involves a principle of patriotism, and the
measurc of obligation, in this country of ours, which binds the
citizen to defend and protect his government against its ene-
mies. (Applause.) Now, Commander-in-Chief, it is my con-
viction, it is my belief, that the tendency has been too much to
bring down the services of the Union soldier in defense of his
government to the groveling standard of dollars and cents.
(Applause.) We organized an army in this country, the first
in the world of such magnitude, and the first wherein the
brains of the people throbbed in their bayonets, and patriotism
went out in the fire of their cartridges. It was not a sordid
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army, made up of adventurers, made up of men not capable of
caring for themselves; but it was an army made up of men
who had homes, who broke up and scattered those sacred
hearthstones to the end that the Nation might be preserved;
not for a reward of eight dollars a month, but for the triumph
of the eternal principles of right and justice! (Great Ap-
plause.) And standing as one of those humble soldiers, for-
tunately for the declaration that I am about to make, not
having been a private, I say that no army in the world was
ever so well manned as the volunteer army of the United
States, (applause) and owing to the necessities of the case, no
army was ever 8o poorly officered. (Laughter and applause.)
Let me say here, not reflecting upon the grandeur of the
achievements under great leadership, thatin a country where
military education was so limited and where there was no
educated class prepared to take command of great armies, that
but for the steadiness, but for the wisdom, but for the patriot-
ism of the private soldier, no military ability existed upon the
face of the globe, that would have carried such a war through
successfully. (Applause.) General Logan, who stands here,
will verify every word I say. There was no commander in
the field but what will say cheerfully that he felt that back and
behind him was a throbbing heart and a determined will that
would follow him wherever he lead and crown even his mis-
takes with ultimate victory.

Now, comrades, what is our obligation? What does the
government owe us? And what do we owe the government ?
I am here to impress this thought upon your mind, that a
government formed like ours, where all the powers of the gov-
ernment are derived from the governed—that is, where the
sovereignty is in the people—the people, instead of being the
wards of the government, the government itself becomes the
ward of the people. The most extraordinary thing in the
United States is the government itself, because it is a govern-
ment made up of the surrendered rights and powers of the
people. The soldiers of the United States, as citizens, do not
agk favors in the form of pensions, we ask Congress to do eur
bidding in the appropriation of public means necessary to main-
tain our relations as neighbors, as municipalities, and as States;
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this and nothing more. We are as independent of Congress as
Congress is of us in the matter of self support.

Now, to the point: I wish to address myself directly to
this. The result of that great struggle was, my comrades, just
precisely what you made your sacrifices in the field for: it was
the preservation of the country, the liberation of every slave
upon its soil, (applause) and religiously to preserve those price-
less jewels of the human liberty that were earned for us by the
fathers in the struggle of the Revolution; that is all. Now I
ask any comrade here, have you not, in this grand country of
ours—in its peace, in its prosperity, in its recognized power
among the peoples of the earth—have you not a reward for
every sacrifice you made? (Voices: “yes; yes!”) Do you want
Congress to give pensions to able-bodied men who are capable
of earning an honorable subsistence for themselves and their
families—do you want the Congress of the United States to
settle this claim for patriotic service with you for eight dollars
a month? (Voices: “No; no!”) When you go across the
continent next year, as you follow it from the Atlantic to the
Pacific Ogean, and fill your canteens from its waters as you do
here, you will say, “ Here is my recompense: I want no ninety-
six dollars a year!” (Great Applause.)

Now, Commander-in-Chief and Comrades, I hold that in
our services to our country we not only should command by
reason thereof the profound respect of our fellow men and of
those who follow after us, but I hold we earned a living at the
hand of the natiog, when, by sickness or disability occurring
from those services, or from any other cause, we are unable to
labor; that we should neither be left to live or die paupers nor
be buried without a stone to mark our resting place. And we
are practically reaching that point to-day. The men who
gerved in the army, and who have been blessed by God with
health and strength and vigor, they want no assistance. Those
not so blessed are cared for in the Soldier’s Home, not by eight
dollars a month, which is no support at all, but by a grand
collection of all the comforts, and all the luxuries, and all the
beauties that can be bought with money, and in places that
answer to the sacred name of home. There the poor weary
soldier can carry himself, and rest upon the bosom of his

.
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country, even as a confiding babe rests upon the bosom_of its
mother. Let these homes be multiplied by the nation. They
ought to be, s0 that every man who answered to the demand
of his country by offering his life in the service can go to such
a home, if misfortune or sickness has overtaken him, and feecl
that he is not receiving the miserable pittance of eight dollars
a month, but a home of luxuries and comfort, furnished by a
nation’s affection, which is worth more to the weary, broken
soldier, than all the gold that could be piled before him. Let
us not grovel to this idea that our government owes us one
dollar in money: it owes us a home and protection when we
grow old, and when our own exertions and our own ability shall
fail to accomplish that end. (Great applause.)

Comrade C. H. Grosvenor, of Ohio—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I do not yield the palm to the com-
-rade from Massachusetts, who has just taken his seat, or to any
delegate from Massachusetts—or from anywhere else, in the
matter of the strength of the desire which I have, to forward,
by every practicable possible method, the interests pf all the
soldiers who served in the army; but having had two or three
years’ experience upon the Pension Committee of the National
Encampment, I oppose the proposition of the comrade from
Massachusetts.

I do not address myself to answer, to negative or to combat
the eloquent arguments of the comrade in bebhalf of the merits
of the soldiers of the army; on the contrary, I want it to be
understood that for the purpose which I have in view here
and now I cordially endorse all that he has said as to the merits
of the claims of the soldiers, which he advocates. But I advo-
cate the adoption of the report of the majority of the committee
because, in my judgment, it is the only practical method of
doing anything in the direction in which we are all trying to
travel.

We went to Congress two years ago with propositions
agreed upon by our committee. They came, all brilliant with
eloquence and patriotism, from the pen of the distinguished
member of the Committee of Pensions, from the State of New
York—Comrade Tanner—and they were adopted by the entire
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committee. They were submitted to Congress, and embodied
the nearest approach that we have ever consented to make to
the doctrine or idea of giving all a pension for service.
One is the Section No. 8 of the Bill which the comrade from
Massachusetts has so severely criticised.

The committees of both houses of Congress met us and
said at the very threshhold that Congress had never yet legis-
lated in favor of a service pension (that is, for soldiers of the
Union army.) It was the great objection that was made by.
many prominent members of Congress, to the original Mexican
pension bill before the Grand Army sections were attached to
it. But we said, and I say it now without hesitation, that this
Section 8 is not a service pension ; and we point out that which
it seems to me no intelligent man will lose sight of, or fail to
have gotten sight of long before this.

Section 8 is simply this: We provide that where a certain
set of conditions exist, to-wit: Service in the army ; honorable
discharge—all of these conditions combined shall take the place
of evidence that disability was contracted in the line of service.
That is all there is of it. Itis merely establishing in the law
a rule of evidence, and is by no means a service pension. And
we had in this amendment certain other propositions with
which you are familiar; one giving to the widow $12 a month
instead of $8, doing away with the necessity of proving the
soundness of a soldier when he went into the service; then
came the proposition that a dependent mother of a dead Union
soldier should npt be compelled to say at this late day that
twenty-five years ago she was dependent upon this son—get-
ting rid of the presumption, the horrible, disgraceful presump-
tion, that the government of the United States raises against the
dependent mother. It says to her—If yourson had lived he
would not have been your support now. We ask them to say
that the presumptions are to be in favor of the mother of the
dead Union soldier, that if he had lived he would have kept
her out of the poor house, (great applause) and we stood
there and protested that no matter whether the mother of this
soldier in 1861 had money or not; no matter whether she was
then in affluent circumstances or not; if the fact remains to-
day that she was a mother who had borne upon her breast a



188 NINETEENTH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT

baby-boy, who, afterwards, in the pride and glory of his man-
hood, under the shining folds of the flag of his country, had
fallen in its defense; and in that case that mother—the mother
of that dead soldier, should never go to a poor-house in this
great country of ours. (Applause.) We had a few other sim-
ple propositions which we advocated, and we submitted them -
with all the force that we could bring to bear in their favor.
We utterly failed to secure the affirmative action of Congress
upon these simple and just provisions.

Now, my comrades, if it be true that Congress stands to-
day, hesitating about these reforms, what is the use of offering
to it another, and that other to pension all of the soldiers of
the Union army ?

My personal record upon this question is not unknown to
you. I have always favored an abrogation of all distinction of
pensions based upon rank in the service; that has been a
favorite idea of mine. I have advocated it long and persis-
tently. But I want to have something done, and that some-
thing done now, during the life-time of the members of the G.
A.R. (Applause.) I stated to the honorable committee of the
Senate that we wanted something done while the soldiers were
on this side of Jordan, and we would look out, without their
aid or assistance, for the result upon the other side. (Applause
and laughter.)

I undertake to say, and I say it with all kindness, and
with all respect and in the hearing of my comrades of the Pen-
sion Committee, that there was no obstacle that so completely
and fatally hedged up the way to our success in our effort to
secure the reformations for which we petitioned, as did the
presence in Congress of the advocates of this eight dollar a
month proposition.

I don’t say this to disparage the patriotism of the men who
brought that bill there. I only say it to explain the reason
why I cannot endorse, and will not vote to press upon Congress
a measure that goes so far in advance of all that we have been
able to secure friendly action upon, at the hands of Congress,
as to render it abgsolutely certain that it will be a stumbling
block, a rock of offence, and not a helper to the action of your
Pension Committee.
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I hope I am at.least understood. I shall not refer to this
subject again. I shall participate no further in this debate. I
have presented simply that which has been pressed upon me as
a member of the committee upon pensions. I have stated to
you facts which have come to me as a member of the committee
on resolutions, and the sum and substance of all of it is—that
I am not willing to lose the substance of things that are possi-
ble, while reaching forward into the domain of that which
seems wholly improbable, and grasping at shadows in that far
away region.

In making the statement that Congress never passed a
service pension law, I only referred to the soldiers of the Union
army and not to the soldiers of any other wars.

Comrade George H. Patch, of Massachusetts—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I am here to advocate this measure,
because I believe it; and if I didn’t believe in it, I should}eep
my mouth shut. I want to say just one word; and I want to
ask the comrades in discussing this in their minds, whether
they vote with me or vote against me, to divest themselves for
one moment of the superfluity of patriotism that always eminates
from a man who speaks against a pension bill. I think we are
all patriotic; we have all shown that, but I want to say that this
great country of which we are a part, was made possible by
our sacrifices and services. And I want to call attention to this
fact coming right home from the report of the National Pen-
sion Committee, that when they came to Washington two years
ago they were told by Senators and Representatives, “ We are
glad you have come here. We have been legislating for pen-
sions for all these years, and this is the first time that any
committee of an organization has come to us to ask anything.”
This is an answer to the statement that we are continually
begging from the Government.

I want to say one other word in regard to this Eight Dollar
Pension Bill. I believe in it, because there is so much red tape
now around the pension legislation of the country. Itrequires
more red tape to get a pension for a man who was wounded
than to get one for a man who enlisted in the Union army and
has got a hospital record. The man with a hospital record
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stands a better chance of getting a pension-than the man who
served four ycars and was wounded on the field of battle.

Look at the three hundred thousand unadjusted claims!
Look around the country on the comrades of the Grand Army
who ought to be helped by the nation they helped to save!
Take the position of the soldier to-day; twenty years after the
war! Look at the condition of our national treasury! Look
at the conduct of the soldiers for the past twenty years!
Remember the time when there came up all over the country
the cry “ Let us pledge our faith to the national credit!” , What
did we do as comrades and soldiers, and citizens? Didn’t we
vote to pay the principal and interest of that debt in gold, and
wasn’t it right? I claim that it is time that this bill was
passed. I claim that after doing that, and that after twenty-
two years, as tax-payers, and citizens, and home-builders of the
Republic, we can .at least stand up and present a reasonable
clainf that every man who served in the United States army
shall be put on equal terms. I don’t care whether it is eight
dollars, or ten dollars, or twelve dollars; but put every man on
the pension roll and you stop the delay. You do one greater
thing : you squelch every confounded pension claim agent in
this country. (Applause.) And the greatest curse that the
poor soldier, that the ignorant soldier has, in having his claim
for a pension put through, is his inability to do that without
these pension sharks all over the country. Put this Eight
Dollar Pension Bill into execution, and all a man has got to do
is to present his discharge, or get a certified copy of it, and his
pname is put on the pension rolls. You put 272,000 men who
are now awaiting the pleasure of the Government into the
possession of eight dollars a month. My comrade says, “ Would
that support anybody?” Stop and think of it: Suppose he
wasn’t earning anything, how far would that eight dollars go
towards supporting him? If those comrades don’t want eight
dollars a month, let them turn it into the Post treasuries for
the benefit of the comrades who need it. (Applause.)

Then, comrades, having laid that foundation by the united
support of the Grand Army all over this country, we would be
a power that the national Congress wouldn’t dare to fool with.
When we ask a recognition like that, supported by the com-
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rades of the Grand Army, they wouldn’t fritter away their
time, but would be mighty glad to do it. We would equalize
the rates of pensions; we would regulate the red tape that now
surounds it; and would make every comrade of the Grand
Army of the Republic a power, after having waited twenty-two
years. Comrades, I don’t ask a thing for myself; I don’t need
it, and I don’t agk it. I plead it for the men all over the
country; I plead it for the men who are growing weary with
waiting. Fifteen days ago a comrade of my old regiment com-
mitted suicide, because he had been waiting eleven years for the
slow process of the government. So I say, although I don’t
believe it will pass as presented in this Encampment, yet it may
result in legislation that will help that class of men.

If you will divest yourself for once of the superfluous
patriotism which always animates us when we talk about the
war, you will come to the conclusion that a universal pension
law will benefit the largest number of soldiers, and benefit the
largest number of comrades. (Applause.)

Comrade George S. Merrill, of Massachusetts—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I am not going to detain you, after
the discussion upon both sides which you have thus far listened
to, other than with a mere statement of the line of action here-
tofore of the Pension Committee of this National Encampment.
‘We were not appointed to initiate pension legislation, but we
understood our function to be, to follow in the line of action
pointed out for our guidance, so far as the National Encamp-
ment took any action, by the result of the action year after
year of this National Encampment. Two years ago, when you
were together, by a unanimous vote this National Encampment
decided against a universal eight dollar a month pension bill
for everybody.

Now, what did the Pension Commitee ask of Congress?
‘We asked Congress to say first, that when this great govern-
ment of ours had accepted a man, and said he was good enough
to fight in the Union Army, that the government should not
be mean enough to turn around and say to him, “ You are to
prove that you were a sound man when you went into the ser-
vice.” And that bill, upon the recommendation of your Pen-
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sion Committee, was enacted, and is to-day a part of the law of
the land. (Applause.) We then asked Congress in that bill
we formulated to go further than that, and to do just what my
‘comrades here, who are advocating the eight dollar a month
Lill, are pleading for; cut off the red tape, and open up those
276,000 cases which are still pigeon-holed. Why are there so
many? Because a man with a hospital record has an advantage
over the honest soldier, who refused to go into the hospital
except when he must. He has got to have a surgeon’s certifi-
cate as to the sickness or disability, and he can’t get it. Your
Pension Committee asked Congress to come up and say that
every man who had an honorable discharge from the army or
navy of the Union, and being in need to-day, disabled to-day,
without any other evidence, without ever pretending to try to
connect that sickness with his service, should be at once put
upon the pension rolls of the United States. (Applause.) We
provided in the bill we formulated, that every man sixty-five
years of age, who had served in the Union army or navy, should
be put upon the pension rolls. (Applause.) We asked them to
increase the pensions-to widows and orphans. Having asked
that an applicant for a pension should not be compelled to
prove his soundness; having asked that every man should be
put on the pension rolls who is sixty-five years of age, and who
is to-day sick, and who is to-day in need—I say, having thus
covered every sick man, every disabled man, and every needy
man, every widow, and every orphan, your committee believed
it had gone as far as the soldiers and sailors of the country
ought to go in their demands on the legislation of the United
States. (Applause.) At least, comrades, leaving the present
chairman aside, accord to the other members of the committee
certainly an honesty of purpose in giving their time and their
efforts upon the Pension Committees for these three years.
For these three years that committee has come to you, and
unanimously has said, and now say, “ Why, we have striven for
three years for these things, and haven’t been able to obtain
them.” Our opinion, from our intimacy and our association
with Congress is, that it is utterly impossible and utterly
impracticable, to ask from Congress that they give us this law,
for it involves (the Eight Dollar Bill) one hundred millions
additional taxes upon the country to-day.
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So from the Pension Committee we alike come to you as
your servants, having carried out your will, but, having from
our association with Congress some knowledge, bringing to you
our most earnest but deliberate and positive objections to the
passage by this Encapment of a resolution in favor of the eight
dollar a month bill for everybody, as retarding the whole pen-
sion movement, and as calculated to keep our maimed and dis-
abled comrades, and their widows and their orphans, out of the
pensions for years to come, that they are suffering for to-day.
(Great applause.)

Comrade Tarbell, of New York—
CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—Though I represent but a fraction
of those in the State of New York in favor of a service pension
of eight dollars, I should feel recreant to my trust if I didn’t
say a single word in advocacy of the same here to-day. When
the comrade says that by asking for a general pension law we
are retarding pensions to the disabled soldiers and the. poor
widows, we think he is mistaken: it doesn’t affect that in the
least, we think. We believe that every man who served, I
would say sixty days, because I know many comrades who
went in, and didn't serve but ten days before they met the
fatal bullet—I say that any man whose services were accepted,
whether he served five days or five years, should be at this date
twenty years after the war closed, entitled to some recognition.
I ask if eight dollars a month will ruin this country? The
Grand Army of the United States own this country by the
rights of a conqueror. (Applause.) When he says that the
committee have been asking for twelve dollars for the widows
and orphans, it was only because the Grand Army of the
Republic commenced agitating the question that eight dollars
a mouth for the widow was a menial pension. The agitation,
I say, is beginning. We may not get it this year, but the
people are ripe for it, and if the Grand Army to-day ask unan-
imously for it, it will not be two years before it is granted. It
is only because all are not asking for it that it is not granted.
The opposition comes from the men who are not asking for
eight dollars, and from the men who are drawing more than
eight dollars to-day. (Applause.) I say the pensions are little
enough. To the man who served his country and lost his arm,
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or lost his eye, or lost his leg, I say that eighteen or twenty-four
dollars is menial.

All honor to our genuine statesmen, who have never gone
back on us. It is said the men who opposed us will go back on
this proposition. The contrary is the fact. Senator Lamar,
on the floor of the Senate, said—and I think General Logan
will remember his speech—when some men in the United
States Senate were asking whether the people would endorse
them, “I give you fair notice, had we succeeded, we would have
pensioned every one of our men, and we would have made you
help pay them.” The men who fought against you are not the
men who oppose this pension legislation. They say “you
deserve it; you ought to have it. Had we succeeded, we would
have asked for it, and we would have had it.” Let us give it
to every man. Simply the fact that he has enlisted and his
services were accepted, shall be prima facie evidence that he is
entitled to eight dollars a month; and let General Black begin
to issue the certificates at.once. Go on if you please with the
disability pensions, and let this make no difference with those.

I bope this proposition will pass. I believe the people are
ready for it, and the Grand Army should be the last one to
oppose it.

Comrade James Tanner, of New York—
CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—Ever since the organization of the
Pension Committee, of which I was an original member, I have
been at the command of the chairman of that committee, and
under telegraphic orders have dropped everything in order that
I might help my comrades carry out the objects of the com-
mittee. Now can I have three minutes of your attention? In
this debate there comes something that touches my heart; but
I know my friend—he comes from my own Department—too
thoroughly, I know his great warm heart too well, to imagine
for a moment that he has intended anything as personal; yet
there have been things said that have made the blood tingle
when I heard it. It is said that a part of this opposition comes
from men who draw larger pensions. I draw seventy-two
dollars a month. (A voice: “ You deserve a thousand.”) When
I am at home there are six wooden legs in my house. I would
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to God that I might get my feet. I would part with tﬁ'enty-ﬁve
years of my life, even if I were sent to my grave to-morrow, if
I could stand perfect in my physical parts. (Applause.)

My experience in this matter with your Pension Com-
mittee has been something. I am one of those who believe,
and I have often said, that the men of the Union armies wrote
their title to this whole country in their heart’s blood, and that
God knows, they ought to own it if anybody does own it. No
man goes further than I do on that point. But I come against
cold facts every day in my life that I cannot ignore. I say that
I appreciate the motives that actuate our comrades from Massa-
chusetts, and give them all credit for right purpose, and honesty
of intention, and sincerity. But when I am brought in my
experience face to face with that which has been ground into
me by my experience and association on your committee,
although all that you have said is true, I say that crowding
forward this universal pension matter retards our efforts in
favor of the needy in every direction. Where I sit as I do at
home, in a city of 700,000 inhabitants, day after day, and week
in and week out, there walk into my office women robed in
black, leading their orphaned children that are suffering for the
necessities of life; and I thank God when I go home bankrupt
in pocket that I have been able to relieve their immediate
necessities. Here are the widows in want, and the orphans in
want, waiting for some help and some relief for their positive
necessities right at the hearthstone—aye, right at the dinner
table. Let us go to them first, let us aid them first, and then
if you can get anything further, no man will do more than I
will to get a universal service pension. I am not going to
criticise this bill: whether he is rich or poor, whether he is
diseased or well, whether he has served sixty days or the
whole term of the war, those things will present themselves
naturally to your mind. I bhave no right to stand up in oppo-
sition to it, except as that opposition is the dictate of my own
judgment. I am willing and I hope to obey the behests of the
Encampment; although, in the interests of those who are suf-
fering, in the interest of those who feel harder than any man
here can feel, the widows of those who wore the blue and fill
unknown graves on the field of battle, and in the name of the
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widows of those who are now sleeping in graves all over this
country—in the name of those whom they loved and left
behind, I ask you not to take this step. (Applause.)

Comrade Barnum, of*New York, moved the previous ques-
tion, and the main question was ordered. The motion to sub-
stitute the report of the minority of the committee for the
report of the majority of the committee was lost,and the report
of the majority adopted.

Comrade Graves, of Michigan—
CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I move you that this Encampment
take a recess until three o’clock.

Comrade Kumler, of Ohio—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I will offer an amendment to the
motion, that when we convene at three o’clock we proceed to
the election of officers for the ensuing year.

Comrade Tanner, of New York—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I offer a further amendment, that
when we convene this afternoon we remain in continuous ses-
sion until we close the business of this Encampment.

The amendments to the motion to take a recess were both
accepted and the motion as amended prevailed.



AFTERNOON SESSION.

The Commander-in-Chief—
We have a telegram here from Past Commander-in-Chief

Earnshaw which Comrade Dodd will read.

Comrade Dodd, of Ohio—
Sorpier’s HoME, DayTON, O., June 24th, 1885.
To Commander-in-Chief Q. A. R.
Past Commander William Earnshaw, from a bed of severe illness
and suffering, desires to be remembered to his comrades now in session.
Yours in F., C. and L.,
F. H. PATTON, Surgeon.

The following dispatches were read :

DEetroit, MicHIGAN, June 24th, 1885.
Joux S. Kounrz,
Commander-in- Chief.

Fairbanks Post No. 17, Department of Michigan, G. A. R., tenders
hearty greeting to the National Encampment and all comrades. We
will drink for you from the old canteen.

A. W. BLAIR, Commander.
F. W. HOLMES, Adjutant.

New York, June 24th, 1885.
Commander National Encampment.
Abraham Lincoln Post No. 13, Department New York, sends fra-
ternal greeting to National Encampment now in session.
B. J. LEVY, Commander.

Comrade Kumler, of Ohio—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I rise to a question of order. Im-
mediately prior to the time that the Encampment adjourned, a
motion was made that we take a recess until three o’clock.
The motion was amended that at the hour at which we re-con-



198 NINETEENTH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT

vened we were to proceed immediately to the election of officers.
That. motion was amended by Gen. Barnum to the effect
that we should remain in session until the work of the Encamp-
ment was done.

The Commander-in-Chief—

We propose to remain in session until the work of the
Encampment is done. Comrade Pierce has the floor, and will
proceed with the report of the Committee on Resolutions.

Comrade Pierce, of Massachusetts—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—With reference to “ Mother ” Bick-
erdyke, the following was presented by Past Department Com-
mander Adams, of Massachusetts:

The National Convention of the Grand Army of the Republic, in
recognition of the devoted services of Mrs. M. A. Bickerdyke (“Mother”
Bickerdyke) as army nurse, who during the four years of the war minis-
tered to thousands of sick and wounded soldiers, do hereby cordially
endorse the petition to Congress that a pension be granted to her.

The Committee recommends the adoption of the following:

Resolved, That in the case of * Mother ” Bickerdyke, it is not just
to thousands of pending claims that this Encampment favor by name
any special claims.

Comrade Allen, of Virginia, gives notice of his intention to
present a minority report.

Comrade Allen, of Virginia—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—In behalf of the minority of the
committee I offer a report which I will now read, as a substi-
tute for the recommendation of the committee:

The undersigned, a minority of the Committee on Resolutions, dis-
senting from the views of the majority in relation to the resolution
looking to the granting of a pension to “ Mother”’ Bickerdyke, respect-
fully recommend the adoption of the resolution as referred to the Com-
mittee, which is as follows:

The National Encampment of the Grand Army of the Republic
in recognition of the devoted services of Mrs. M. A. Bickerdyke (“Mother’;
Bickerdyke) as army nurse, who during the four years of the war min-
istered to thousands of sick and wounded soldiers, do hereby cordially
endorse the petition to Congress that a pension be granted to her.
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The minority have learned that this devoted woman is now over
seventy years old ; as feeble as she is aged; indigent and infirm; and
has a record of services which shines with equal lustre to that of the
most devoted patriot among the thousands who were the recipients of
her tender ministrations ; and believe that her declining years should
be ministered to by the nation she so faithfully served.

Respectfully submitted, in F., €. and L.,

EDGAR ALLEN, Virginia,
¢ GEO. C. SEARS, Oregon,
B. F. GRAVES, Michigan,
J. C. GIBSON, Dakota,
E. M. POPE, Minnesota,
. JAMES A. WAYMIRE, California,
H. C. WARDLEIGH, Utah,
E. C. WATERS, Montana,
ROBERT STRATTON, Indiana,
W. R. MANNING, Iowa.

Comrade John A. Logan—

) CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—Had I been present I certainly
should have voted with the minority.

The resolution is endorsed :

4 “The National Convention, Woman’s Relief Corps, most earnestly
unite in the request that the Grand Army of the Republic do this sim-
ple act of justice to one of the most devoted and worthy woman who
cared for the soldiers on the tented field, and is now in her old age in
need of a pension to comfort her declining years.

KATE B. SHERWOOD,
National President.

Comrade Adams, of Massachusetts—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I offered the resolution which has
jugt beenread. Here is aspecial case. We can reach itdirectly.
In God’s name let us relieve one poor woman, or make an
effort. She cannot wait for the slow revolutions of the wheels
of Congressional action. Let us pass this resolution which the
minority of the committee report—put it through and settle
this question, and let old “Mother” Bickerdyke to-day feel that
the convention of the Grand Army of the Republic does not
forget what she did for us.
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Comrade Tanner, of New York—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I want to say a few words to thie
Convention in behalf of this old woman. In my room to-day
my wife told me that during the day she had read a letter from
“ Mother ” Bickerdyke to some ladies here, in which she said
that she felt that she was touching that which was holy when
she accepted any money contributed by soldiers, but that she
did feel that she was entitled to something from thg govern-
ment. Then she went on to say that she understood that it
had been told of her to her disparagement, that she was taking
in washing. She believed washing honorable. It was neces-
sary to cleanliness, and cleanliness was nekt to godliness, so
she didn’t know but what she might get in that way somewhere
near the Deity. Boys, she is seventy-two years old to-day, .
and I submit, there are emergencies arising which cannot be
settled by any general plan. This is certainly one of those
cagses. I certainly stand here under instructions from my wife
to cast my vote in favor of this resolution. (Laughter and
applause.)

The motion to substitute the minority report for the
majority report prevailed.

The report of the committee was resumed. ’

Two propositions concerning land grants without condition of set-
tlement thereon, were referred to the committee.

Resolved, That we are in favor of the Government giving to every
honorably discharged soldier and sailor 160 acres of land without condi-
tion of settlement thereon.

HEADQUARTERS BoGgArDUS Post No 474,
DEPARTMENT OF ILLINOIS, G. A. R.

[Memorandum and resolutions to be forwarded to the National Encamp-
ment, Portland, Maine.]

At the outbreak of the rebellion and during the time of the war,
when the national government of the United States needed help to
crush down the enemy of the country, the recruiting officers were
instructed to promise each enlisted sold};er 160 acres of good govern-
ment land, at the close of the war, termination of enlistment, or previous
discharge. Many of the “boys” will recollect the old war song, wherein
it says:

“And Uncle Sam is rich enough to give us all a farm,” etc.

But our dear old Uncle Sam, like many others, after storm and
trouble is passed, forgot his pledge made to the boys in the darkest hour
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of his life. Hundreds of thousands of acres of public land have been
squandered away to railroad companies, Credit Mobilier, cattle com-
panies and other monopolies, but the poor soldier who died in the
defense of free soil, trusting that his heirs would reap the benefit of his
sacrifices, and the thousands living and suffering from the effects of
wounds, and the sequence of diseases contracted in the service of the
United States, received nothing.

Therefore resolved, To petition the National Encampment of the
Grand Army of the Republic in session at Portland, Maine, to draw u
a petition requesting Congress to pass an_act to grant every Union sol-
dier or his legal heirs 160 acres of good farm land, without reserve,
under the following conditions:

1. To prevent the land to be bought up by speculatbrs like the
Mexican land grants, it shall be unlawful for the person or persons in
whose favor the patent is made, either to trade off, bargain or sell such
land within five years from the passage of said act by Congress.

2. All unimproved land so granted, as long as it is not in posses-
sion of a second party, shall be free from all taxation.

3.. The grantee or ex-soldier, or his legal heirs, may take posses-
sion at once for to work and improve the same as his or their own
property.

The petition blanks with appropriate heading and information to
be sent from the. National headquarters to all the Posts, and after bein
circulated and signed, not only by the comrades, but all patriots an
friends of soldiers, to be forwarded from the Posts to their respective
Senators and Representatives in Congress, requesting their support of
the petition, to pass it at next session, and to acknowledge the receipt of
the petition, with their opinion about it.

Resolved, To ask the Department of Illinois, and our Representa-
tives at the National Encampment to support this resolution.

Resolved, That one copy of these resolutions to be sent to the Adju-
tant General and one to the Assistant Adjutant General.

Yoursin F., C. and L.,
A. ALPHANSA, Adjutant.

The committee is of the opinion that it is unadvisable to seek aﬁy
legislation upon this subject.

The report of the committee was concurred in.

The report was continued.

Comrade Joseph W. Kay, Department of New York, G. A. R,,
offers the following: ’

‘WaEReAs, There is organized in the States of New York and Penn-
sglvnma a G. A R. Veterans’ Rights Union, composed of members of
the G. A. R. in the Departments named, which has been recognized and
endorsed by the Departments of the G. A. R. in those States, whose
object is_to secure to those who are entitled thereto under the laws,
either city, State, or National, preference in the civil employ of the
governments thereof ; and
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‘WHEREAS, This object is oné of the strongest links in the chain
which binds us together, and our bounden duty as comrades; and

WHEREAs, Such attention as may be necessary to protect the
ri(;frhts of the veterans of the war is one of the highest principles we can
advance; therefore, be it—

Resolved, That the National Encampment, Grand Army of the
Republic, in annual session assembled, urge upon all with power of
appointment to or removal from public office, or employment under
any government, whether the same be National, State, or municipal, to
give full force and effect to laws now existing or that hereafter may be
enacted, havin%\in view any preference the people of the country may
give to those who were in the military or naval service, and were hon-
orably discharged therefrom. Be it also

Resolved, That this Encampment recognizes and endorses to the
fullest extent the objects of the Veterans’ Rights Union, and recom-
mends and requests the various Departments of the Grand Army of
the Republic to institute and perfect in each Department an organiza-
tion similar to those already in existence in the Departments of New
York and Pennsylvania for the protection of the rights of the veteran
under the law. Be it also

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions, })roper] attested, be for-
warded to the President and Vice President of the United States, and
the several members of the Cabinet, as the voice of the 300,000 members
of this organization on this question. :

The committee reports that the declared objects of the organization
referred to may be safely approved, as they are among others, the object
of the attention of the Grand Army of the Republic, and imply a strict
enforcement of alaw at present on the statute books of the United
States, but.the committee doubts the expediency of the formal recogni-
tion of other societies or orders, and therefore recommends that the
resolutions be laid upon the table.

Comrade Palmer, of New York, gives notice of his intention to pre-
sent a minority report.

Comrade Palmer, of New York—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I have no written report to present
to this Encampment. I would simply say on behalf of the
minority of the members of the Committee on Resolutions that
I desire to move the adoption of the resolutions as read by the
chairman of the committee.

Comrade J. W. Kay, of New York—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF AND CoMRADES—I feel that in ad-
dressing you I am addressing men who know more in five
minutes than I will in five years; nevertheless, inspired by
what I believe to be my duty as a comrade of the Grand Army,
I have taken hold of this matter, and I want the help of the
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300,000 men who are behind us to see that these laws are car-
ried into effect.

B. L. Wilson, a soldier of the late war, crippled as Tanner
was, was a candidate for a little postmastership in the State of
New York, but because he wouldn’t help the Congressman in
the District, the President sent in the name of a girl in the
place of the crippled soldier. We hung the nomination on a
peg in the Senate from the 18th day of February until the 19th
day of June before it was taken down and this girl confirmed.
It turned out eventually that this case became known from
New England to California, and inspired those who have an
interest in these things, and excited a sympathy throughout
the Union. I believe if these resolutions are passed, it will
result in presenting an unbroken front to this enemy. Wilson
to-day is pension agent at Washington, in the District of
Columbia, placed there as the result of this fight, and the Con-
gressman who inaugurated it is relegated to private life.
(Applause.) '

But we go further than this: The law, Sec. 1754, was put
upon the statute book in the day when you and I, boys, many
of us, didn’t want help from the government; we came home
feeling that we could tako care of ourselves. But there were
men who enlisted, who at that time were in the middle walk of
life, who, with 20 years added, have grown gray, and become
decrepid. It is for these men, not for myself, that I speak,
because I have no occasion for a governmental position. It is
for them that this plea is made. That is fraternity, and frater-
nity towards those who have marched right up into the jaws
of death and the gates of hell. It is our duty to say, that
between two men, one of whom did his duty in the army, and
the other of whom failed to go to the front, that we do not
stand on the side of the man who didn’t go.

In the State of New York, within a very short time, com-
rades, a civil service bill was passed, in which the preference was
given to those honorably discharged from the military or naval
service of the United States; and last week in my own city of
Brooklyn the question came up as to what right was given to the
soldier under thislaw. Let me tell you what it resultedin. The
law says that in view of the sacrifices and sufferings of those hon-



204 NINETEENTH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT

orably discharged from the military and naval service in the late
war, they shall be preferred among other persons of equal
standing for positions of public office and employment in
the public works and in the public departments of the State of
New York; but the Civil Service Commission took the view
that “equal standing” meant “ equal grade,” so that when an
examination took place in the department to advance nine fire-
men to the rank of foreman in the companies, there happened
to be fifteen passed in the examination. Numbers 13 and 15
were soldiers, while all the others were civilians. Last Sunday
a week ago I laid awake all night, not one moment were my
eyes closed, thinking over what could be done to prevent this
injustice which was going to be perpetrated, by which this law
would be dodged, and it resulted in this, that I got up in the
morning and went to the Fire Commissioner.

“ Have these appointments been confirmed?”
“Not yet, but they will be to-day .”

1 went to the Mayor of the city and sat. down, and talked
ten minutes. He said he had given all the consideration to the
soldier that he could. I said “No, sir; it is not my view of the
preference. This law says ‘equal standing,’ and the moment
he is placed on the eligibility list, he should be first. The
goldier is the last one, and he should be ‘placed first, in this
cage.” I said, “You must move 13 and 15 to the top, and
appoint them before the others.” That attracted his attention,
and he sent for the corporation counsel of the city, and the cor-
poration - counsel of the city decided that we were right on
every proposition we had advanced; and these two soldiers
will be appointéd foremen in the fire department. (Applause.)

~ If the same application of my obligation as a comrade of
the Grand Army of the Republic and its strength had actuated
some of you in 1865, it wouldn’t be said that the government
of this country had placed on the books a statute which, for
eighteen years, has heen almost totally ignored. Three years
ago, in the city of New York, as is stated in the little circular
which all of you have, it was a crime, almost, for & man to
apply for a public position and present an honorable discharge
from the service of the United States, and claim recognition.
To-day, from the President of this grand country, I am glad to
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say, down to the lowest subordinate with some kind of
appointing power, you get a respectful attention when you
present those claims. (Applause.)

I want to say to you, without mentioning any names, my
idea of comradeship is that which induced persons to go from
the State of New York to Washington, when Wilson was made
Pension Agent, to go on his bond for $100,000. That is com-
radeship ;- that is fraternity. I want to ask you to endorse the
report of this minority of the committee, because that report
means fraternity in every shape. We have made this fight,
comrades, with never one single man having an ambition to -
raise above his level. Money cannot buy; position cannot
tempt. And we stand in that positioh, and fight for these
men ; but we want to feel that you stand behind us; and when
we ask what we have, we think we have asked very reasonable
things. Idon’t want to occupy your time any more, but I want
to say this to you: that if fraternity, charity and loyalty mean
anything to-day, how much more important they are to us as
we travel down the valley towards death. While we live, let
us stand by each other, comrades, no matter what others may
say. (Applause.)

Comrade Van Dervoort, of Nebraska—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I am heartily in sympathy with the
resolution that the comrade of the Department of New York
advocates. I believe that this Encampment cannot afford to
not recognize the full force and power of the statute—a statute
given to us for the salvation of soldiers of this Republic, and to
prevent the ignoring and trampling under foot of the rights of
soldiers. I know the comrade who addressed you last, and no
one in this Republic, in the Grand Army, has made more noble
and unselfish efforts in behalf of the soldiers of this grand Re-
public than he. This organization is the only representative
the soldiers of the Union have. When we fail to do our duty
to stand by our comrades, when they are not jealously shielded,
we do not represent the spirit, the power and the life of the
Grand Army of the Republic. Together we are in this organ-
ization, thousands upon thousands, and we are called to stand
shoulder to shoulder in behalf of the rights of the soldier and
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to do all in our power to advance his interests, without ming-
ling in the partizan strife of the country; but in every way to
demand that the very letter of the law shall be enforced.

I most earnestly endorse the resolution, and I endorse the
propriety of the organization of which the comrade is a mem-
ber, the Veteran’s Rights Union. It is performing a noble and
unselfish work. But I do not believe in outside organizations.
I believe that the Grand Army of the Republic should come up
to the front and represent the spirit, and the will, and the life
of the rank and file of the soldiers of this Union. When they
don’t do it, I believe in standing by at all hours of the day or
night such organizations as the Veteran's Rights Union.

A Comrade—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I rise to a point of order. "The com-
mittee have reported recommending the rejection of the resolu-
tion: isn’t their recommendation what is before this body for
consideration and is any other motion in order until that is
disposed of? The committee as I understand have reported
recommending that this resolution be rejected.

Comrade Pierce—

A motion was made to adopt the resolution as read instead
of the recommendation of the committee. The committee was
unanimous in their cordial approval of this organization, but
they doubted the expediency of formally recognizing that or
any other society.

Comrade Kay—

Will you allow me one moment to explain that every man
who stands in this fight wears a Grand Army badge? It is not
an outside organization: it is one of the fundamental principles
of the Grand Army of the Republic. (Applause.)

Comrade Edgar Allen, of Virginia—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF AND CoMRADES—The Southern repre-
sentatives in this body have not, up to this moment, I believe,
claimed your attention for a single minute of the session of this
Encampment; but as a representative of that section, and one
of the minority of this committee, I deem it a duty which I owe,
" not 8o much to the great body of my comrades here, who by
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their surroundings can protect themselves, as a duty which I
owe to that smaller band who live on Southern soil. We seek,
sir, the adoption of this minority report because we have
through the South, men who in the face of difficulty and
dangers, greater than those that ever surrounded you and I,
when we breasted the bristling front of foeman’s steel amid
the flames of war, and stood undaunted where the grass was
slippery with the blood of our comrades in the ranks, and
dared to stand up for the maintenance of the Union, and who
live in a section where it is not always wise to say what you
think. You may make these resolutions effective by adding an
amendment, one which will do away with the objection to it,
that it recognizes other organizations. Let us do as Depart-
ments have done: select five men, trusty and efficient, as repre-
sentative of our own body, and let them go to Washington
armed with this missive and this message from us, and ask in
the name of the law and statutes standing upon the United
States statute books, that the work of blood which is daily
going on at the hands of the official guillotine, in that section
which now speaks to you and to me, stop, unless, when the
blood of one Union soldier is shed another Union soldier takes
his shoes, instead of 8 man who twenty-one years ago, you and
I regarded as the most offensive of all partizans. (Applause
and laughter.) I want my comrades here to understand that
in the twenty years that we have been holding the fort
at Libby Prison, I have never held any office under the United
States government, and want none now; but I claim from that
fact, the more right to speak for those who have been recog-
nized in the southern country, by the land for which they
fought and many of them bled to save; I want them to stop
decapitating men—and I could name one—in whose honor
there stands in his native town in Illinois, 8 monument in his
memory, when it was believed that he had laid down his life,
men like him, who to-day are turned adrift in order that those
who on the field of battle sought their lives, might step into
their shoes. I want my comrades here to understand that it
means another thing. If that is to be done, what is to become
of the memory of the 105,048 of our buried comrades who
lie within the Department of Virginia, of the 80,000 who sleep
in partially honored graves to-day, if you are to drive away
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the men who annually make a pilgrimage to their tombs and
tramp with floral tributes over the country where vegetation
fattens on the corruption of humanity, and verdure grows
greener on the damp of our buried comrades. (Applause.) It
is for these only that 1 plead, that when you have men who
enlisted, who fought, who got honorable discharges, who have
accepted all the principles for which they fought, in peace as
they did in war, that they shall not be liable to slaughter,
except for cause, but that they shall be the special recipients
of the bounty of a grateful people, whose laws to-day seek in
part to redeem the pledges the people gave when they called
them from quiet homes into the tented and gory field.

I move as an amendment to the minority report that a
committee of five be appointed by the Commander-in-Chief to
proceed to Washington with these resolutions when adopted,
and urge upon the heads of departments of the Federal gov-
ernment the carrying out of the laws of the land in the spirit
of those resolutions. (Applause.)

Comrade Hazzard, of Pennsylvania—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I believe that the committee which
considered the resolution last night was in perfect accord with
every sentiment spoken in favor of the object and meaning of
this organization, but we halted at this line—at this resolution:
that each Department within its own jurisdiction shall at once
proceed to organize Veteran’s Rights Unions—that is, to
acknowledge the organization of the Veteran’s Rights Union
as an integral part of this accociation, without any power to
control its future action. A careful consideration of the report
of the committee will show you this: We cordially approve
the objects and aims of this association, but the committee
doubt the propriety of fathering an organization over which
we have no control. The same objection has been made
against other organizations that have sought recognition here.
Calmly and judicially stated, we say that you are about to com-
mand every Department of this broad land to institute an
organization, the purposes, by-laws, and organization of which
you know nothing about. We say as a committee that it is not
right to charge every Department with the organization of
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these Veteran’s Rights Unions. It won’t hurt the Veteran’s
Rights Union to adopt the report of the committee; it will
simply say that we cordially approve of all its objects and
aims, but we hesitate to endorse an organization which we
have no control over, and which we have no management of.
Is it right to adopt a set of resolutions in favor of an organiza-
tion over which we have no control? I think not.

Comrade Palmer, of New York—
CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I accept the amendment of Com-
rade Allen. :

The report of the minority of the committee, a8 amended
by the motion of Comrade Allen, was adopted.

The consideration of the report of the Committee on
Resolutions was continued.

Comrade Cooper, of Post 73, Department of Michigan, offers a
resolution deprecating the use of the Grand Army of the Republic
badge for business purposes. The Judge Advocate General having
decided that while we deprecate we can not legally prevent the use of
the Grand Army of the Republic insignia as business signs, the com-
mittee is of the opinion that if any action is taken, the Rules and Regu-
lations should be amended.

Comrade Wagner, of Pennsylvania—
CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—] move that it be referred to the
Committee on Rules and Regulations, to consider the question.

The resolution was so referred.
Consideration of the report was resumed.

The following is from the Department of Colorado:

‘WHErEAS, There is a college bearing the name of the Grand Army
Collegiate and Military Institute, situated at Canon City, Colorado
whose object is to give free tuition to children of comrades of the Grand
Army of the Republic; and

‘W BEREAS, Cadets have been admitted to the full benefit of this
school from different States of the Union, therefore

Resolved, That we, the delegates representing the several States in
this National Encampment of the Grand Army of the Republic, approve
the founding of this institution, and cheerfully commend it to the
patronage and liberal benefactions of our Order.

Report of committee: Inexpedient to legislate upon this subject.

The report of the committee was adopted.
14
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Consideration of the committee’s report was then resumed.

The following was submitted by Comrade Royce, of the Depart-
ment of the Potomac:

Resolved, That so much of a resolution that was adopted at the
National Encampment at Minneapolis, as provides that Past Depart-
ment Commanders shall only hold their status as members of the
National Encampment so long as they maintain their membership in
the Department in which they served, is in violation of existing Rules
and Regulations, (Art. 2, Chap. 4,) as construed by the official opinion
of the Judge Adocate General, and the same is hereby rescinded.

The committee.reports affirmatively.

Adopted.

The committee contiued its report.

Joseph E. Carleton, of the Third Battery Mounted Artillery, Maine
Volunteers, whose postoffice address is Manistee, Michigan, asks infor-
mation as to whereabouts of his officers and comrades. The committee
advises him to seek the information through the press.

The committee recommend the adoption of the following:

‘WaEREAS, The National Encampment is cognizant of and heartily
approves the fraternal spirit which has during the past year so nobly
fulfilled its purpose in the organization of bureaus of employment for
those whom the Revised Statutes of the United States (Sec. 1754) more
particularly applies, as well as for the institution of ‘‘Emergency
Funds,” by which immediate relief is granted to those for whom they
are organized to help; therefore be it

Resolved, That the work done by the Memorial and Executive
Committee of the Grand Army of the Republic for Brooklyn, New
York, through its Bureau of Employment and Emergency Fund, meets
with our warmest thanks, and its aims and purposes are commended to
the consideration of our Order everywhere.

Resolved, That this National Encampment recommends that similar
bodies be instituted in the larger cities, to the end that such care be
taken of those for whom we entertain so much solicitude, as will pre-
vent their ever becoming a charge upon the municipality, while a
Grand Army Post remains in official existence.

Adopted.

Consideration of the report of the committee was con-
tinued.
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The following was presented by the Department of New York:

Resolved, That the delegates here this day elected to National
Encampment, be instructed to request that so much of General Order
No. 7, issued from headquarters G. A. R., Toledo, Ohio, October 10,
}834, be changed or modified 8o as to expunge therefrom so much as
ollows:

Resolved, That all petitions, resolutions and memorials by Posts, in
regard to pension legislation, be required to be forwarded to National
headquarters through Department headquarters, and that Posts be for-
bidden to make separate and independent application to Congress on
the subject of legislation for pensions.

The committee’s report is as follows:

That we reaffirm the opinion adopted by the Eighteenth National
Encampment, and again recommend that all Post petitions and resolu-
tions on the subject of pension legislation be forwarded through Depart-
ment to National headquarters, believing that the greatest good to the.
greatest number will accrue from such a regulation; and this National
Encampment having already forbidden separate and independent appli-
cations to Congress for pension legislation, we deem it inexpedient to
legislate farther.

Comrade Tarbell, of New York—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I move we disagree, and refer the
resolution to the house—the committee of the whole. What I
mean is non-concurrence.

The Commander-in-Chief—
Your motion is not in order. The question is on the adop-
" tion of the report of the committee.

The report of the committee was adopted.

Consideration of the committee’s report was resumed.

Comrade Welder, of Post 228, Department of Pennsylvania, recom-
mends the abridgment of the ritual. The committee reports inexpe-
dient to legislate.

Report adopted.

Consideration of the report of the committee was con-
tinued.

The committee recommends that the matter of omitted corps
marks from the membership badge be referred to the Council of Admin-
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istration, with power to act; also the memorial from the Thirteenth
Army Corps comrades with an affirmative recommendation.

The report was adopted.

The resolution with reference to the omitted corps badges
is a8 follows:

‘WHEREAS, The castle, the emblem of the Engineer Corps—‘‘ The
first in advance, the last in retreat’”’—the badge worn and honored by
the lamented McPherson, Meade, Warren, Weitzel, and a score of others
of our noble leaders, and by thousands of brave soldiers, has, in some
unaccountable way, been omitted from the group of emblems repre-
sented in our Grand Army badge; therefore

Resolved, That the castle be incorporated in its proper place among
the army badges on our Grand Army badge; that the necessary orders
"be issued for carrying into effect this resolution at the earliest practica-
ble date, and thereafter no new badges will be accepted or distributed
which lack this insignia of this honorable corps.

The resolution from the Department of Nebraska with
reference to the Thirteenth Army Corps badge was as follows:

WaEeRreas, The Thirteenth Army Corps. while in the service of the
Union between 1861 and 1865, did not adopt a badge, therefore we,
whose names are here affixed, members of that Corps, hereby ask this
Encampment, speaking for all the members of that Corps in our State,
to memorialize, and with attached petition ask the National Encamp-
ment to provide for the Thirteenth Corps a badge described as follows:
An oval hanging laterally with a true triangle engraved in center. And
that on approval of same by National Encampment, a diagram of same
be published.

The consideration of the report of the committee was
resumed.

Ellsworth Post, No. 67, Department of New York, offers the fol-
lowing:

Resolved, That the formation of new Posts in localities where the
convenience of comrades does not require it, and circumstances do not
warrant a hope of their being established on a firm basis, is detrimental
to the Order, and in our opinion should be discountenanced.

The committee recommend that the matter be referred back to the
Post, with instructions that the Rules and Regulations give Depart-
ments the right to regulate the number of Posts within their own
jurisdiction.

Adopted. .
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Report of committee continued.

Comrade Sallada, Department of Iowa, presents a resolution asking
for a system of tactics. The Council of Administration having reported
that it is inexpedient for the National Encampment to adopt and pro-
mulgate a system of tactics, and said report having been adopted by
this Encampment, the committee recommends that this resolutlon be
laid upon the table.

The report of the committee was concurred in.

The committee further reported.

The Department of Massachusetts presents a resolution that no
comrade be admitted to a meeting of the Grand Army of the Republic
without having on the Grand Army badge.

The Department of the Potomac presents a resolution that the
officers of the National and Department Encampments, as well as of
Posts, be increased by one to be known as the historian of those bodies.

Comrade Leslie, Department of Massachusetts, asks for amend-
ment to Rules and Regulations in reference to eligibility to membership.

The committee recommends that these matters be referred to the
Compmittee on Rules and Regulations.

The recommendation of the committee was concurred in.

The report of the committee was continued.

The committee recommends that the petition of the United States
Maimed Soldiers’ League, asking for the endorsement and support of
certain bills which the League intends to present to the next Congress
be referred to the Committee on Pensions.

The following is the petition :
PHILADELPHIA, June 20th, 1885,
To the Commander-in-Chief, Officers and Comrades of the National Encamp~
'ment, Grand Army of the Republic.

CoMrapES—The United States Maimed Soldiers’ and Sailors’ League
would most respectfully ask your endorsement and support of the bills
attached, which we intend to present in the next Congress.

JOHN STEW ART, President.
James M. McGeg, Recording Secretary.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That from and after the
ssage of this act all persons on the pension roll, and all persons
Eereafter granted a pension, who, while in the mlhtary or naval service
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of the United States have lost an arm or a leg, shall be entitled to a
pension of $50 per month; and those who have lost an arm at the
shoulder joint, or who from necessity use crutches, shall be entitled to
$55 per month ; and those who have an amputation at the hip joint, or
who cannot do manual labor, shall be entitled to $60 per month ; and
those who are so disabled from wounds or disability as to need the
partial attendance of another person, shall be entitled to $72 per month ;
and all those who have lost an arm and a leg, both arms, both legs, both
eyes, or who have become totally blind from causes occurring in the
pervice, or by any other injury resulting in total and permanent help-
]essness requiring the regular ‘personal aid and attencfnnce of another
person, shall be entitled to $100 per month.

‘WHeREAs, The soldiers and sailors of the United States army and
navy, regular and volunteer, who lost a leg or an arm, have never
received pensions for disabilities arising from other causes; therefore

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, 'That all soldiers and sailors
now drawing or ‘entitled under existing law to pensions for the
loss of a leg or an arm, who received a wound or wounds not connected
with such amputations, or were otherwise disabled, shall be entitled to
additional pensions for such wound or wounds, or other disability, the
same in amount as other soldiers and sailors who did not lose their leg
or an arm are now entitled to, and this act shall also entitle the equiva-
lently disabled to its benefits.

The report of the committee was continued.

The Department of Iowa offered the following:

“* Resolved, That the proper committee, if any such there be, or a
special committee if necessary, call the attention of the United States
authorities to the neglected graves of the Union soldiers everywhere,
and especially at Fort Rice and other western Federal Posts, and secure
the removal of the remains of the comrades there buried to National
Cemeteries.”

The committee recommend its adoption.
Adopted.
The committee continued its report.

The last and very agreeable duty is the following :

Resolved, That for ourselves and comrades we thank our host for
cordial invitation, warm welcome, generous reception, hearty greeting,
and that every visitor will carry back to his hearthstone and cherish for
years to come the memories of this visit to the Forest City, coupled with
warm gratitude to our comrades of Maine, and to her free loyal citizens
generally, for all the courtesies and kindness, extended to us in the
homes of their hearts and hopes.

Adopted with three cheers for Portland.

-
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Comrade Wheeler—
CoMMANDER-IN-CHIFF—The committee appointed at the
last National Encampment upon Ritual is ready to report.

Your committee appointed at the last National Encampment, to
consider proposed changes in the Ritual, beg leave to report that the
chairman of the committee, Comrade Ben D. House, of the Depart-
ment of Indiana, owing to physical disabilities incurred in the service,
was unable to give the matters referred to the committee any attention.
About ten days before the meeting of this Encampment, some of the
proposed changes in the Ritual were sent to the present chairman of
the committee. After reaching Portland some other proposed changes
were sent to the committee. A meeting of the committee was held
when it was discovered that it would be impossible, in the short time at
the disposal of the committee, to prepare a satisfactory report embody-
ing changes in the Ritual. A large number of proposed changes have
been sent to the committee, and all within a few days, making it im-
possible to give them careful examination. Aside from this there has
been no proposed change submitted and endorsed by any Department
Encampment, and under the resolutions by authority of which the
committee act (see Proceedings Eighteenth National Encampment,
page 182) and by reason of the action of the Encampment held at
Albany in 1879, (Blue Book page 121, par. 125) the committee does not
feel authorized in reporting on any of the changes proposed.

The committe recognizes the fact that there are some changes which
ought to be made in the Ritual, but these changes ought to be thorough
and should receive the most careful consideration before adoption, so
that the revision may be complete, and so made as to prescribe future
changes. .

Your Committee therefore offers and recommends the adoption of
the following resolution:

ResoLveD, That a committee of five comrades, living within easy
distance of each other, be appointed to take into consideration any and
all proposed changes in the Ritual, and that the committee be in-
structed to report a revised Ritual to the next National Encampment
for adoption.

JOHN L. WHEELER,
A. J. SELLERS, } Committee.
JAS. F. MEECH,

The report of the committee was adopted.

Comrade Hall, of Maine—
CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—We have but little more to give you.
The Department of Maine asks as a favor that the various
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Departments will accept the banners which mark their location
as souvenirs from the Department of Maine, and take them to
their homes. (Applause and three cheers for Maine.)

Comrade Pope—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I have a communication from the
Department of Montana that came into the hands of the Com-
mittee on Resolutions after they had adjourned. Attherequest
of the chairman of the committee, I will present it to the
House for its action. The resolution reads:

Resolved, That comrade George H. Johnson, of Post 67, Department
of Minnesota, be, and he is hereby restored to his former position as
Past Department Commander.

In explanation I will simply say that Past Commander
Johnson was a member in good standing of the old Department
of Minnesota, a Past Department Commander, when that De-
partment without fault on his part went out of existence. He
is now a member in good standing of his present Post, Post 67.
His papers are all regular and comply with the requirements,
but in transmission from the Adjutant of Minnesota to Adju-
tant General Alcorn they have been lost. I hold in my hand
the certificate of the Assistant Adjutant General of Minnesota
that they are all complete and perfect. I move the adoption
of the resolution.

Comrade Wagner, of Pennsylvania—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—AS$ the Encampment at Denver cer-
tain regulations were established governing cases of this char-
acter. Here we have nothing but a bare resolution; and I
would ask that that be referred to the proper committee to
enquire whether the regulations established by this Encamp-

“ment have been complied with. I will make that motion, that
it be refered to the Committee on Rules and Regulations.

A Comrade—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—] move that the resolution be
amended so as to include Comrade John A. Martin, Past De-
partment Commander and Governor of Kansas.
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Comrade E. M. Pope—

CoMMANDER-IN-CiiEF—I hope that it will not be adopted.
The papers are complete and proper although the certificates
are not here. The Department of Minnesota have adopted the
requisite recommendation for this proceeding in behalf of Com-
rade Johnson, and the National Encampment can proceed as is
provided. We insist that it should be done. Prior Encamp-
ments have done it. It is not our fault, it is not the fault of the
comrade, that the papers are not here. ~You can take the cer-
tificate of the Assistant Adjutant General of Minnesota, stating
that these papers are perfect. We are not asking you to take
it on mere hearsay. The Department of Minnesota has com-
plied with the law, and ask that this comrade be restored to his
rank, as has been done in the past.

Comrade Wagner—
CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—Here 18 the condition of the law
upon this subject:

That no ap{)]ication (that is, for reinstatement) shall hereafter
be considered unless made in the following form:

1. A request from the post of which the comrade sought to be
restored is now a member, asking for such restoration.

2. A resolution of the Department approving such request.

3 Name of the comrade and of the Post into which he was origin-
ally mustered.

4. The date of such muster.
6. The date of election and installation as Department Commander.

6. The cause of leaving the G. A. R., whether:
A—By resigna ion.
B—By disbandment of Post or Department; or,
C—By what other cause.

7. Date of the organization of the Post of which he is now a
member. ; -

8. Date of his muster into said Post.

I submit to you that we cannot take this action unless
these requirements are complied with.

The Commander-in-Chief— ‘
If this is not referred to the Committee on Rules and
Regulations, I shall have to rule it out of order.

The motion of Comrade Wagner to refer to the Committee
on Rules and Regulations was carried.



218 NINETEENTH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT

Comrade Vanderslice, of Pennsylvania—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—It will probably require an hour to
count the vote for any officer. Under our Rules and Regula-
tions we can only ballot for one officer at a time. It will cer-
tainly require an hour’s time to count the vote on any one bal-
lot; and it seems to me that after the ballot is taken, we can
resume our order of business, and while the tellers are counting
the votes we can dispose of some of it. I move that the
Encampment go into the nomination and election of Com-
mander-in-Chief.

Comrade Vernon, of Maryland— ~
CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I offer the following :

Resolved, That the thanks of the Grand Army of the Republic in
their Nineteenth Annual Encampment assembled are hereby tendered
to the Congress of the United States for placing our illustrious comrade,
U. S. Grant, upon the retired list of tke army.

The resolution was seconded and adopted.

A Comrade— ) .
CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I move that the speeches in nom-
ination of candidates for offices be limited to five minutes.

The motion was seconded and carried.

The Commander-in-Chief—
I will announce as the committee upon Veteran’s Rights
Union the following:

John Palmer . . . .. . . . . .New York.
John F. Kumler . . . . . . . . . Ohio. .
William Gibson . . . . . . . . . Potomac.
E.B.Loring. .. ... .... . Massachusetts.
- J.P.S. Gobin. . . ... ... .Pennsylvania.

Comrade Geddes, of Dakota—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I move that the roll of the Depart-
ments be called for the purpose of nominations for Commander-
in-Chief.

The motion was seconded and carried.
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A Comrade—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I move that after the nominations
for Commander-in-Chief have been made, a recess of fifteen
minutes be taken.

(Voices: “No, No!”)

A Comrade—
I make the point of order that we are under an order of
business that has been taken—

The Commander-in-Chief—
The point of order is well taken.

Comrade Thomas G. Lawler, of Illinois—
CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF AND CoMRADES—IIlinois believes that
the time has come when the western part of the Grand Army
of the Republic is again entitled to the position of Commander-
in-Chief. In looking over the list of Past Commanders-in-
Chief, I find that once in eleven years it has gone west of Ohio;
and Illinois wishes to present to-day a comrade whose military
service is known to many of us who served with him. He is a
comrade who took his musket, and by his own acts raised him-
self to the position of Captain, when at a fight near New Hope
Church, in Georgia, a bullet struck him and carried away his
leg. Ile is one of the oldest members of the Grand Army of
the Republic in the State of Illinois. I have known him there
and have worked with him as a Grand Army man since Octo-
ber, 1866. I tell you there is no man among the members of
the Grand Army of the Republic who stands higher than the
comrade whom we present to you to-day. One year ago we
asked for your votes in Minneapolis, and you know how well
he ran. e has been a member and has stood with the Depart-
ment of 1llinois since it was first organized. He has filled the
various positions in its Posts and in the Department. Without
any seeking on his part, he was elevated to the position of
Department Commander. He has served on the National Staff
as Inspector General. And we say to you that we know that
the Grand Army of the Republic will honor itself by electing
our candidate, Comrade John W. Burst, of Illinois. (Great

applause.)
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Comrade T. S. Clarkson, of Nebraska—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—In looking over this magnificent
audience I might safely say that I might close my eyes and
lay my hand upon any one, and he were fit and ought to be
Commander-in-Chief of this magnificent Order. But how are
we going to work to select? I for one cannot say,but I do say
this, that fifty thousand comrades in Nebraska desire that once
again the Commander-in-Chiefship shall be held somewhere
near their locality. They have been highly honored in the
past by the taking of one of their grangers in the person of
Paul Van Dervoort. I believe I may safely say thathe has
been an honor to the Order. Now Nebraska has nothing to
agk of this Encampment, but they desire to endorse heartily
and cordially the nomination just made by my friend from Ill-
inois. Let me make a personal allusion. Early in the morning
of the 16th day of April, 1861, within two hours of the an-
nouncement of the President making the call for seventy-five
thousand volunteers, honest Jack Burst, of Illinois, and my
poor little self put our names on a roll, and out we went. He has
left a foot in Georgia; he has left a piece of his leg in Tennes-
see. He left another piece in Iowa; hut he has got his heart
here, and it is full and overflowing with loyalty, and full and
overflowing with love, for this magnificent Order. A high
private in the rear rank, he has eaten hardtack with the rest of
us. Everywhere and wherever there has been any Illinois
comrade or his family in need, Jack Burst has been somewhere
in that vicinity with an open hand. Now I want to say to you
that Nebraska asks of you to-day to select a man as your Com-
mander-in-Chief from Illinois, the State that gave you the
murdered Lincoln, the State that gave you the savior that lies
almost dead over here on the northeastboundary, and who will
give you a President, 1 honestly believe, in 1888. (Applause.)
Comrades take Illinois for a candidate, and next June when we
march to the Pacific slope, Nebraska cannot pave your way
with roses, she is too young ; but she is big enough to pave your
way with corn, and wine, and oil. She has got some splendid
boys; and the men, and the women, and the children will open
their hands and their hearts to you. Give us Jack Burst of Ill-
inois, and the Grand Army of the Republic will prosper.
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Comrade Hall, of Maine—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF AND CoMRADES—I want to say that
the Committee on Entertainment had arranged for four hun-
dred bushels of clams to be baked for the delegates to-morrow.
They didn’t think that it would be possible for them to ask
you to take the ladies along. I am just informed by the chair-
man of that committee that having become infatuated with
the ladies that you have brought here, they have chartered
a second boat to take the ladies of the delegations of this
Encampment. That boat will leave the wharf to-morrow at
ten o’clock.

Comrade Anthony, of Kansas—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—We want to understand right here
now, if General Hall has got up a scheme to charter a steamer
and take our wives and daughters and leave us on another; we
won't do it. (Laughter.)

Comrade Hall—
No, no; we don’t do that in Maine.

Comrade H. Clay Hall, of New York— .
COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF AND CoMRADES—I am not here to
detract one jot or title from the high character earned by the
comrade from Illinois, but I stand here in this hall to recognize
the fact that there are representatives here, who represent a
country of four thousand miles in extent from the Atlantic to
the Pacific, and two thousand miles from its Northern to its
Southern border, and that in every State there are Grand
Army men. We ought not to locate candidates for Commander-
in-Chief too near together year after year. I am here to-day
with a candidate from the State of New York, a comrade who
has received the unanimous support of his delegation, and that
delegation a full one. I am here to name a candidate who in
1861 enlisted as a private, was elected Captain of Battery L.,
First New York Artillery, and served with the Army of the
Potomac until after the battle of Gettysburg, and went with
Joe Hooker to the relief of Chattanooga as Chief of Artillery
and afterwards served with Sherman on the march to Atlanta
and the sea; a man who repulsed with his guns the last charge
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of the Confederates at Bentonville. He has no political record;
he is no politjcian, and has never been one; but he has stood
by the soldier when the soldier claimed his right to hold the
offices. Not only that, but recognizing the principles of Frater-
nity, Charity and Loyalty, he formed the first Grand Army
Post in the State of New York, Post No. 1, and that State now
contains five hundred and sixty-four. Not only that, but as
Department Commander of that State (he has held every office
in the Grand Army under that) he recruited six thousand men
in the short year of his office. Not only that, but there is
something more than all; in the providence of God there has
been given to him no children, and he has adopted as his
children the Grand Army of the State of New York; and with
his means and his power has come down like a spring of water
from the hills, to cheer every deserving soldier, and every
deserving soldier’s widow and orphan. He whom I nominate,
when I name him, many of you from the West will recognize.
I name as the candidate of the State of New York, General
John A. Reynolds. (Enthusiastic applause.)

Comrade C. H. Grosvenor, of Ohio—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—Ilinois is justly proud of the repu-
tation won by her candidate, and so am I. New York, with
her pride and influence, presents a candidate for whom she is
unanimous, and upon whose record they cast the laurel-crown
of their approval, and so do I; and no word of mine shall be
fairly construed to be a word derogatory to any other comrade
named for this high. office, nor yet of invidious comparison.

I come to utter not one word by implication or inference
against either one of these distinguished comrades; but I pre-
sent here the name of a candidate so well known to you that
you will pardon his friends for presenting him, even in the face
of the magnificent eulogies pronounced upon his honored com-
petitors.

I present a candidate living in the center of the Union, in
the Department of the Potomac, at the great living center of
future practical and necessary Grand Army work.

He lives at the place, where, in my judgment, is to be
fought the Gettysburg of the contests which lie before us, and
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which we must wage in favor of the rights of the soldiers,
during the coming year. A contest that must be waged
against the enemies and the false friends of the soldier. (Ap-
plause.)

I speak not now of the record of this candidate in the
army, for it is known to every one of you. I would not make
any comparison or draw any invidious distinction between the
record of his career and the career of any other comrade. I
simply say to you that his record as a soldier in the army is
second to none; second to no man who shouldered a musket or
drew a sabre to protect the honor and save the life of the
American Union.

Twice elected to Congress from Missouri—for four years he
discharged his duty, his whole duty and nothing but his duty,
and there is not a blot or stain upon his record in that behalf.

More recently he has practiced as an attorney in the Dis-
trict of Columbia and it ought, perhaps, to be said of him that
his practice is in the Court of Claims; in the Supreme Court of
the United States; in the Land Office or Land Department of
the Interior Department, in that great branch of the govern-
ment so intimately connected with the interests of the soldier
and the settler. It has been stated—inadvertently, I doubt
not—and I know you will pardon me if I make an allusion to
it—that he is a pension agent. I state here, upon my honor as
a Grand Army man, that he never prosecuted a claim against
the government for a pension, as a claim agent, in his life.
Whatever he has done, he has done as a volunteer; he has done

‘it as a matter of kindness to the men of his own command, or
to other soldiers who were suffering; he has done it in the free,
spontaneous, generous and sympathetic impulse of a warm,
noble and patriotic heart. (Applause.)

He is a comrade, capable of acting at the head of the Grand
Array of the Republic, and meeting, as its leader, and Com-
mander-in-Chief, any assemblage of gentlemen, any assemblage
of statesmen, any assemblage of soldiers, any assemblage of any
sort upon any part of this continent, from Maine to California,
and shining conspicuously and brightly as a scholar, an orator,
a gentleman and a leader of men; (applause) a man of whom
the Order will be proud; a man who will not only be a leader
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of the Grand Army of the Republic, but a man who will take
first rank as an orator wherever the Grand Army of the Re-
public sends its representatives in any capacity.

I have the honor, comrades, to present for your suffrages
for the high office of Commander-in-Chief, Comrade S. S. Bur-
dett, of the Department of the Potomac, and I ask for him
your suffrages. (Cheers.)

Comrade W. J. Watson, of Tennessee and Georgia—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF AND CoMRADES—I‘didn’t know until
a few minutes ago that we had a candidate to nominate, but a
comrade from Nebraska informs us that Comrade Burst left
a portion of his body in Tennessee, and so he is partially
our man, and we go for him. I think the comrades from Illi-
nois tried to steal a march on us, because they had the largest
portion of him in Illinois ; but we think of going into a joint-
stock enterprise. We have a part of him there. The race was
mainly between one-legged men at the last Encampment, and
one of them having reached there, we won't give up fighting
for the other one-legged man to come up and take his place.
(Applause.)

Comrade Morrow, of Washington Territory.

ComrADES—In behalf of the comrades of the Grand Army
of the Republic in Washington Territory, I want to support
the nomination of Comrade Burdett. (Applause.) On my way
to the place which I now occupy a comrade said “ Make as good
a speech as the gentleman did who left the stand.” Now that
reminds me of an anecdote. A soldier who belonged to Gen-"
eral Logan’s command was in the habit of becoming intoxicated,
(Voices “Oh, no: that’s a mistake’), and the Colonel remon-
strated with him, and the conversation which took place was
something like this:

«Soldier, you are a remarkably clean man, sir.”

“Thank you, Colonel.”

«But, sir, you have bad habits.”

“T am sorry for that, Colonel.”

“You have very bad habits.”

«I am very sorry.”

“You drink, sir.”
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“I am sorry for that.”

“Oh, I know you are sorry, but why don’t you drink
like me ?”

“Colonel, I can't do it; it would kill me.” (Laughter and
applause.)

Now I can’t speak as the comrade did. I wish I could.
As I understand this case, it is this: that our candidate, the
candidate of Washington Territory for the great office of Com-
mander-in-Chief of this magnificent Order, was a boy who was
educated in the State of Ohio; who, when a mere lad, went to
the great State of Iowa with nothing but his talents and his
integrity to recommend him; that there he studied law, and
at the first bugle call after the bombardment of Fort Sumpter
this man went to the field of battle as a private soldier, and
won his way to the rank of Captain. At the close of the war
he found himself in the State of Missouri. There he was elected
a member of Congress. But before that, by appointment of
Governor Fletcher, he became Prosecuting Attorney—and
every man in this room who knows anything about the State
of Missouri and its history knows who Governor Fletcher was.
In the Fifth District of the State of Missouri, where Jefferson
City is located, there was a determination on the part of law-
less men to put down order and to introduce disorder and con-
fusion in that part of the State. Governor Fletcher appointed
this man Prosccuting Attorney. And acting as such, at the
risk of his life, with his life in his hand just as much as at
Shiloh or at Gettysburg, for four years he maintained law and
restored order to that part of Missouri. When he left the
~ office perfect peace prevailed. He was elected to Congress and
for four years, as is well known, by his voice and his vote in
the halls of Congress, upheld and maintained the dignity of
this Nation. He always supported the claim of the soldier.
Now he resides in the city of Washington, where he held—so
much has been said and too much cannot be said upon this
question—the position of Commissioner of the Land Office. He
resigned that position and went into the private practice of the
law, but resides in the city of Washington. He has never pre-
sented as an attorney a claim for a pension against the govern-

ment of the United States in behalf of a soldier, except as
15
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a matter of charity. Itis not his business. His business is
that solely of prosecuting land cases against the government.
He has been twice elected Commander of the Department of
the Potomac, and comes here recommended by the comrades of
that Department. (Here the hammer fell.) ‘

Camrade M. Griffin, of Wisconsin—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF AND CoMRADES—On behalf of the
delegation from Wisconsin, and on behalf of ten thousand
Grand Army comrades within the Department of Wisconsin, I
rise to present to this Convention the name of a distinguished
comrade as a suitable person to become the candidate for Com-
mander-in-Chief. I, sir, have peculiar views with reference to
the Grand Army of the Republic, and he who should be at the
head of such a grand institution. No man on the floor of this
assembly, no man a member of the Grand Army of the
Republic, estimates more highly than I do a-membershipin
that grand body; and when you come to talk about who shall
head this organization, I say he wants to be and ought to be,
one of the grandest men that ever stood upon God’s footstool-
Sir, I desire to see at the head of the Grand Army of the
Republic a man renowned for his ability, renowned for his
worth, renowned for his deeds and valor upon the field of
battle, renowned for his excellence as a citizen of the American
Union. I desire to see at the head of the Grand Army of the
Republic a man of superior ability. I desire to see the Grand
Army of the Republic so built up that no matter what organi-
zation there may be throughout the length and breadth of our
land, that undertake to compete with the Grand Army in its
‘membership, in its representative organization, in its executive
officers, it will pale them all into utter insignificance. I desire,
Commander-in-Chief, to present to this Encampment the name
of a distinguished comrade of the Grand Army of the Republic
who is a member of the Department of Wisconsin. And we
wish to say that when the claims are made up for the West, that
those States who have not yet had a representative at the head
of the Grand Army of the Republic ought to be considered.
If those States can make such a strong draft upon this position
who have for years in the West held it, then certainly the State
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in the West who has not had the position should have some
claim upon it. Wisconsin has never had a Commander-in-
Chief of the Grand Army of the Republic. If you are going
to deal out justice, deal it out in such a manner that it will com-
mend itself to the judgment of just men. I desire, sir, to pre-
sent the name of a man who went into the service as a private,
who left an arm upon the battle-field of Gettysburg, (applause)
a man who is a credit to any State and to any organization:
that man is Comrade Lucius Fairchild of Wisconsin. Com-
rades, if you give him your votes, you will honor him, and in
so honoring him you will honor yourselves and the Grand
Army of the Republic.

Comrade J. P. 8. Gobin, of Pennsylvania—

ComrADES—This, I take it,is about the most important
subject—we are about to enter upon the most important matter
of this session; that is, the election of a Commander-in-Chief
of this organization. Without intending and without design-
ing to in the least reflect upon any of the soldiers who are
named, it occurs to me that in the selection of this officer you
should rise above locality, rise above paying honors to any
particular man, and enquire among yourselves who of all men
named is best calculated to advance the interests of this organi-
zation. Thatis the principle underlying our union now. That
is the principle that should permeate every one of us. I take
it that locality has nothing to do with it; the man has nothing
to do with it. All these men are brave soldiers; their records
as military men and as Grand Army men have been passed
upon by the Departments who have sent them here, and any
man coming with that endorsement, I take it for granted that
he is a brave soldier, an honorable man, and competent to pre-
side over this Encampment. But the question then comes
again: Who of these men can best serve us? I have looked over
the record of all these estimable gentlemen, and I find them all
gentlemen. I find one who, in the counsel of the nation has
made himself memorable. I find one located at a point where
his services can be valuable in all that we now need ; where he
can direct the movements of the Grand Army in all those
things which affect the interests of our comrades who need our
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assistance. I find him competent; I find him willing; I find
him in a position to do it; and that man, who has already been
named, I second on behalf of the Pennsylvania delegation,
and say to this Grand Army of the Republic that it will have
made a great mistake if it does not select as its Commander-in-
Chief, Samuel S. Burdett, of the Potomac. (Applause.)

Comrade James A. Hall, of Maine—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I rise to second on behalf of a por-
tion of the delegates from my Department, and by the universal
consent of that body, the nomination of my comrade of the
Empire State, a State that sent nearly five hundred thousand
of its citizens to the war, the State that embraces in its com-
monwealth nearly one-eight of the Grand Army of the Re-
public. Iknow John A. Reynolds. Ilove him, every inch ot
him, because I know his worth. Ho has not only my affection,
but the affection of his comrades. Talk about honoring a com-
rade who possesses integrity; I second the nomination of a
comrade who has no superior in this land as a gentleman of
the highest honor and integrity, and besides, has no superior
among all the soldiers on the American continent in the posi-
tion in which he was placed during the late struggle. Talk
about oratory! Aye, the oratory of the guns of John A.
Reynolds’ battery at Fredericksburg, as it echoed at Gettys-
burg, as it always did echo the closest to the enemy in the army
of the Potomac for more than two years, when you detailed
him to go out and join you grand.sons of the West, of the
great army of the West—God bless every one of you that is
within the sound of my voice—that was the eloquence of
patriotism for you! He reported to us finally, and he re-
ported to us in good condition, covered all over with honor,
having marched all the way from Atlanta to the sea, and
through the Carolinas, and coming up to report again to the
Army of the Potomac with the great Army of the West. I
second with all my heart and with all the voice within me the
nomination of John A. Reynolds. (Applause.)

Comrade Wagner—
CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I move we proceed to vote.
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Comrade Stratton, of Indiana—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I don’t know how much eloquence
is bottled up, but I am instructed by the unanimous delegation
of the Hoosier State to second the nomination of Samuel S.
Burdett.

Comrade W. S. McNair, of Delaware—
CoumANDER-IN-CHIEF—The great State of Delaware seconds
the nomination of Samuel S. Burdett.

The motion of Comrade Wagner was seconded and carried.

Comrade Lucius Fairchild, of Wisconsin—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF AND CoMRADES—My warm friend,
against my protest, almost, and against the constant assertion
that I was not a candidate for the high and distinguished office
of Commander-in-Chief of the Grand Army of the Republic—
my friends from Wisconsin especially—God bless them, for
they are good friends of mine—they thought proper to present
my name here for their choice as a candidate for that office. I
esteem the compliment as highly as any man in the United
States can esteem a compliment. I love my friends from
Wisconsin; and I am glad to have their love and esteem,
but, my friends, I want to say this now before you enter upon
the ballot; there have been men presented to this Encampment
who have been distinguished in Grand Army work for many
years; men who have been brave, loyal, gallant soldiers; men
who have the confidence of all their comrades everywhere;
men who are entitled to all the confidence we can give them;
men who can do well for the Order; men who can do better for
the Order, in my humble opinion, than I; therefore, after
thanking all my friends who say “Don’t do it,” and after
thanking you kindly for the expression of friendship and con-
fidence; let me ask you to cast your votes for one or the other
of these gallant men. (Three cheers.)

Comrade Fairchild’s speech was received with applause
and three cheers for himself, by the entire Encampment.

The Commander-in-Chief—
I will appoint as tellers, Comrades H. Dingman, Potomac;
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L. T. Dickason, of 1llinois; Joseph A. Adlington, of New York;
Michael Griffin, of Wisconsin.

The roll of Departments was then called and the delagates
cast their ballots for Commander-in-Chief. Pending the count-
ing of the ballots and the announcement of the result, the
business of the Encampment was resumed.

Comrade R. B. Beath, of Pennsylvania—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I have here the report of the com-
mittee ordered by the last Encampment to present testimonials
to the city of Minneapolis, State of Minnesota, and the Depart-
ment of Minnesota, Grand Army of the Republic.

Your committee appointed at the Minneapolis Encampment to
present appropriate testimonials on your behalf to the Department
of Minnesota, the State of Minnesota, and the city of Minneapolis, -
respectfully report that they have performed that pleasing duty.

The testimonials to the State and city were beautifully engrossed
and handsomely framed, that of the State, reading as follows:

FraTERNITY, CHARITY AND LoOYALTY.

The Grand Army of the Republic in the Eighteenth Annual
Session of the National Encampment, assembled at Minneapolis, Minne-
sota, July 23, 24 and 23, 1884, desire to express in this manner their
grateful appreciation of the munificent hospitality of the people of
Minnesnta, extended on every hand to them and to their comrades and
friends in attendance at this reunion. For the first time gathered in
the great Northwest, in a State that has developed such wonderful
resources, adding so greatly to the wealth and prosperity of the nation,
welcome made more than welcome, and citizens have vied with the

ublic authorities in making our stay pleasant and memorable. There-
ore it is unanimously

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to convey to the people of
Minnesota through the honored Executive of the State, His Excellency,
Gm9vegr;9r L. F. Hubbard, the earnest thanks of the Grand Army of the

public.

ROBERT B. BEATH, Pennsylvania,
JOIN W, BURSE, Thlinots, "

t . , Illinois, .
HENRY A. BARNUM, New York, | Commiflecon
S. 8. BURDETT, Potomac, eslimomass.
J. R. CARNAHAN, Indiana, .

T. J. ANDERSON, Kansas,

JOHN 8. KOUNTZ,

Commander-in-Chief.
W. W. ALCORN,
Adjutant General.



GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC. 231

The wording of the testimonial to the city ran as follows:
FRrRATERNITY, CHARITY AND LoYALTY. :

At the Eighteenth Annual Session of the National Encampment of
the Grand Army of the Republic, held in the city of Minneapolis, July
23, 24 and 25, 1884, it was unanimously

Resolved, That in cordial appreciation of the many evidences of
generous welcome shown in the decoration of public and private build-
ings, the reception and attention given by the officials of the city, and
the open-hearted hospitality extended by the citizens to the ex-soldiers
and sailors of the Union, in attendance at the Encampment, the hearty
thanks of the Grand Army of the Republic should be conveyed to the
people of Minneapolis, through its esteemed representative, His Honor
the Mayor, George A. Pillsbury, whose personaf)attention and kindness
will also be long remembered by the participants of this our largest
Encampment and Reunion.

ROBERT B. BEATH, Pennsylvania, )

}N&[}I{JII&I%VM I%A}R’?E]Il{l, Missouri.
. RST, Illinois, .

HENRY A. BARNUM, New York, , Committeeon

8. S. BURDETT. Potomac, esmontass.

J. R. CARNAHAN, Indiana,

T. J. ANDERSON, Kansas,

JOHN S. KOUNTZ,
Commander-in-Chief.

W. W. ALCORN,
Adjutant General.

For the Department of Minnesota, we deemed it more appropriate
to change the form of testimonial to some object more directly identified
with our organization, and accordingly had prepared a large sized
Grand Army badge, cast from a model originally prepared for the

. soldiers’ and sailors’ monument at Germantown, Philadelphia. The
badge proper is entirely from captured cannon metal furnished by Na-
tional Headquarters for this purpose. It was handsomely framed with
a ground of red velvet, and has an inscription engraved on cannon
metal:

‘“ Presented to the Department of Minnesota, Grand Army of
the Republic, Comrade E. C. Babb, Commander, by the National
l:'ncamf)ment, for fraternal courtesies received at the Eighteenth
Annual Sesfion held at Minneapolis July 23-25, 1884.”

The presentation of these testimonials was made at a large public
meeting at Minneapolis, with Department Commander Becker presid-
ing. Governor Hubbard, Mayor Pillsbury, and the Department Com-
mander, Becker, received the testimonials on behalf of the State, City
and Department, the presentations being made on your behalf by Senior
Vice Commander-in-Chief Rea, and Comrades Burst and Beath.

The vouchers for the expenses have been duly presented and paid,
amounting in all to $448.90, of which only $25.00 was for the personal
expenses of the committee.
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We desired to give the best expression of the wishes of this
Encampment, by making the testimonials creditable to the Grand Army
of the Republic, and honorable to the recipients, while at the same time
avoiding extravagance for mere display.

The engrossed resolutions were commented upon by the papers of
Minneapolis and St. Paul as being the handsomest that had been seen
in either city, and the Grand Army hadge (which is before you) will
speak for us, long after we have passed away.

The committee desire to acknowledge the many fraternal courtesies
received from Department Commander Becker and his associates, and
from Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief Rea.

ROBERT B. BEATH,
WILLIAM WARNER,
JOHN. W. BURST,
HENRY A. BARNUM,
8. 8. BURDETT, -
JAMES R. CARNAHAN,
T. J. ANDERSON,

Committee on Testimonials.

On motion of Comrade Lloyd, of Ohio, the report was
received and adopted.

Comrade R. B. Brown, of Ohio—
CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I have a report to make.

To the Officers and Members of the Nineteenth Annual Encampment, G. A. R.

ComrapEs:—The committee appointed at the Eighteenth National,

. Encampment to consider the pending amendment to Article 4, Chapter

1, Rules and Regulations, to insert the word “ voluntarily” in the last

paragraph of that article, so as to make it read: ‘“No person shall be .

eligible to membership who has at any time voluntarily borne arms -
against the United States,” beg leave to report:

We regard the matter of vital importance to the well being of the
Order.

The amendment is asked in behalf of the loyal soldiers of the South.
It is claimed, and it is undoubtedly true, that many Union men living in
the South were forced into the Confederate armies, compelled to serve
against the Union cause, and did serve, notwithstanding these Union
sentiments, until an opportunity for escape offered, when they joined
the Union army and served to the close of the war.

Your committee have had considerable correspondence in reference
to the proposed amendment, and herewith submit the letters for and
against the same, including resolution passed by the last Encampment,
Department of Pennsylvania.. The following letter, addressed to a
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member of our committee, perhaps put the argument for the amend-
ment in as terse and fervid language as it can be stated, and we read it,
not only because it does so state the argument, but also. because it
reveals the perils to the Order involved in the proposed amendment,
namely: The remarkable laxity with which even the present rule is said
to be construed by some of the Departments. If under the present rule
hundreds have joined the Grand Army, notwithstanding they have
borne arms against the United States, I submit it is more than likely
that others who voluntarily joined the rebel forces will force an entry
into our ranks, if we open the doors of our Order still wider:

DEeAr Sir—In response to a request made by you, as appears in
the proceedings of the Department Encampment, I would say that
inserting the word “ voluntarily ” in the Rules and Regulations in con-
nection with the qualifications of a comrade for membershi]l)] in the
Grand Army of the Republic, greatly affects at least one hundred
henorably discharged Union soldiers, who did noble service for the
United States government during the dark days of the Rebellion.

It is well known, at least to us who had the misfortune to be caught
within the rebel lines in 1861-2, that thousands of good men—men who
were as true at heart, and as loyal to the stars and stripes as Zach.
Chandler, Chas. Sumner, or those of less reputation who early enlisted
to fizht for their country—who in attempting to get to the Union army
were captured and forced into the rebel army, or were intimidated, and -
forced to temporarily join the rebel army, others were hunted down by
rebel cavalry and blood hounds, all of whom at the first opportunity
followed the dictates of their reason and went in person where their
sympathies had been all the time, into the Union Armny. Now, in the
name of justice, in the name of fairness, in the name of F., C.and L,, is
it right to say to such men “stand aside, you cannot enter our ranks?”’
No, a thousand times no! In the North it cost a man nothing to be
loyal to the Union cause. Men were encouraged by orators, by music,
and by persuasion of men and of women, mothers, sisters, sweethearts,
and all said ‘“Go, and fight for our country.” In Tennessee we had to
hide in caves and in thickets ; bear hardships; exposed to dangers, and
sometimes almost to starvation, in trying to reach the Union army,
where we could fight for the right and our principles, leaving our fami-
lies exposed to all the indignities that prejudice and hatred could sug-

st.
I am of the opinion that most of the Posts in this jurisdiction have been
construing our Rules and Regulations to mean that a man should not have vol-
untarily served in the rebel army. Some of the charter members odf our Posts
were at one time conscripted into the rebel army. They never did any fight-
ing for the confederacy, and the first opportunity they leftand made their
way to the United States army, and there made good soldiers.

I hope the General Encampment will see the justice of said amend-
ment, ang adopt it unanimously—at least adopt it.

IaminF, C. and L., RN

The foundation of the Grand Army of the Republic is loyalty to
the United States. Fraternity and charity are comparative, each indi-
vidual comrade possessing the qualities in different degrees, but, up to
the present time, the loyalty of the comrade must have been absolute—
it is the fundamental principle upon which the Order is builded. If we
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fail to maintain that principle to the very highest standard, the disrup-
tion and the destruction of the Grand Army will be a matter of a very
short time. History presents no successful organization not founded
upon an absolutely pure principle. The Christian religion demands of
mankind absolute purity. It would not have survived the Saviour a
dozen years if this standard had been in the slightest manner reduced.
If a man could be a good Christian and yet be a little impure, the na-
tural license of mankind would soon have led Christianity into licen-
tiousness, and the religion and civilization of the Christian era would
have been unknown to the world. With all due reverence we make
the comparison, when we claim the loyalty of the comrade of the Grand
Army should be as unsullied as was the purity and piety of the Chris-
tain martyrs. —

There is no such thing as “involuntary” treason. A man who
served in the rebel army, no matter how strong his Union sentiments
might have been, or how distasteful the rebel service to him, or how
soon he left, or how good his subsequent service in the Union army,
voluntarily bore arms against the United States. He chose what he
considered the lesser evil, and, choosing that evil, he exercised his own
will. Grant it that men were hunted down with blood hounds, chased

.into caves and thickets; that their families were exposed to danger and
distress; granted that their service was a choice between such service
and death, the choice still rested with the conscript. But on the other
hand, we are informed by the best of authority that thousands of
rebel prisoners, finding plenty to eat, to drink, and to wear in the
Northern army, enlisted from our prisons, accepted northern bounties
and to-day hold honorable discharges from the United States. They
“vyoluntarily”” joined the rebel army. They ‘ voluntarily ”” deserted.
Every man of them, if a new rule be adopted, can join our Order and .
stretch his conscience, less than he did when he deserted the rebel army.
Any rule which may admit to our ranks such men, is in our opinion
most pernicious

We recognize the righ standard placed upon the principle. We
recognize the fact that it was harder to be loyal in the South than it
was in the North. We recognize that in the North loyalty was popular,
and treason unpopular, while the reverse was true in the South. We
recognize the courage and devotion of the Union men of the South.
Our hearts go out to them, and of all the hard things to do, since our
connection with the Grand Army, is to say “no” to the gallant, self-
sacrificing Union men of the South when they ask for admission here.

In our judgment a change in the rule, so that some comrades may
be a little loyal, so that the membership may run all the way from trea-
son to loyalty, will be the destruction of the Order.

The badge of the Grand Army of the Republic is the most honora-
ble device a citizen of this Union can wear upon his breast. Its ranks
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are sought by all classes, rich and poor alike. They boast of its privi-
leges. Men’s children say, “My father is a member of the Grand Army
of the Republic.” It is strong, because it is pure in principle and pur-
pose. Weaken its principle or purpose, and you sap its foundation.
We say to you, comrades, in solemn earnestness, as every one of you
have said time and time again, “The penalty of treason is death.” “Into
this Order no man on whom the stain of treason rests’” can come,
without doing to death the Grand Army of the Republic.

Comrade Marshall makes a minority report. ’

Comrade W. S. Marshall, of Tennessee and Georgia—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I desire to submit the following
minority report, and to move its substitution and adoption for
that of the majority of the committee: .

The undersigned respectfully submit the following as a minority
report from the committee on proposed amendment of Rule 4, Chap. 1
of the By-Laws:

After the words “United States” in the last line of said article, add
the following:

Provided however that in any case where an application for mem-
bership shall hereafter be made in the Departments of Virginia, Ken-
tucky, Tennessee and Georgia, Missouri, Arkansas, Florida or the Gulf,
by an honorably discharged soldier or sailor of the United States, who
may have at any time been forced to bear arms in the rebel army, the
committee to whom such application may be referred shall, if satisfied
from the affidavits of two or more comrades of the Grand Army in good
standing, in that Department, that the applicant has in fact been at all
times loyal to the United States and that he was forcibly and against his
will compelled to bear arms for a time in the rebel army, shall so report
to the Commander of the Post, and file with him the evidence upon
which their report is based, and he, if he concur in the report of the
committee, shall forward the application together with the evidence on
file, to the Commander of that Department; who, if he approve the
finding and report of the committee after a full investigation of all the
evidence before him, may authorize the Post to whom the application
was made to muster in the applicant in the event of his election, in the
usual manner, otherwise the applicant shall be held ineligible and no
vote shall be had upon his application.

Respectfully submitted,
W. 8. MARSHALL.

Comrade Wagner, of Pennsylvania—
CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—On February the 26th, 1885, the
Department of Tennessee and Georgia held its First Annual
Encampment in the city of Chattanooga, and clected officers
and transacted other business,among which was the following:



™~

236 NINETEENTH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT

On motion"of Comrade Marshall, of Post No. 2, it was ordered that
this Encampment (that is, the Encampment of Tennessee and Georgia)
subscribe for five hundred copies of the Grand Army Sentinel, * * * *
in which the full official proceedings would appear, and have the same
distributed throughout the Union. * #* * *

I was among those favored with a copy of this paper con-
taining the official proceedings of this First Annual Encamp-
ment. I have read the proceedings with interest, and I shall
in passing give you two or three extracts from the proceedings
of that Encampment. They speak for themselves, and for the
proposition that the minority report should be rejected.

A motion was offered by Comrade Beckert, of Post No. 24, as fol-
lows:

Resolved, That the representatives of this Department in National

- Encampment at Portland, Maine, in June, 1885, be instructed to intro-

duce, in that body, or support if others introduced, a resolution that
ex-Union soldi€rs who were forced by conscription or otherwise into
the Confederate service, and afterwards deserted and joined the Federal
service—

Mark the distinction: instead of “ Rebel” and « Union,”
“Confederate” and “Federal”’—

—and were honorably discharged therefrom, be admitted as members
into the organization of the Grand Army of the Republic; and that the
word “voluntarily” be inserted in the last line of Chapter 2, Article VI,
of the Rules and Regulations.

This resolution caused, you can anticipate, a good deal of
discussion, in which a number of members took part, and an
abstract of what was said is given here. Let me say, however,
that the Encampment opposed the words “or otherwise” in the
resolution, and finally adopted it with the words “by conscrip-
tion only

Comrade Kirk, Post No. 28, wés opposed to the words *‘or other-
wise,” for, he said, he knew many who went into the rebel army of
their own motion, and as soon as called further South deserted and
joined the Union ranks.

Then Comrade McCarron made an address. ¢ He desired
to know how many would be affected by this resolution.”
Comrade McCarron is Post Commander of James A. Gar-
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field Post No. 25, and said: “he had cases in his Post of men
who voluntarily entered the rebel army, and afterwards joined
the Union army ; and he had others also who were forced into
the rebel ranks.”

Commander-in-Chief and comrades, are we prepared to
open our doors—even on a crack—to men who admit in Depart-
ment Encampment that thoy have men in their Posts who
voluntarily entered the rebel army—who deserted, and after-
wards enlisted into the Union army ?

The first ballot for Commander-in-Chief was announced as
follows: :

Comrade Charles L. Tyler received . . . . . . . . . . 1
¢ James Tanner K e e 8
“ Lucius Fairckild “ ... .. ... .. 17
“ John R. Burst C e 109
“ Jokn A. Reynolds “ . . . .. ... .. 121
“ Samuel S. Burdett “ . . .. ... ... 229
Whole number of votes cast . . . . . . . . . . . .. 485

Necessary to a choice, 243.

There being no choice, the Encampment balloted a second
time, pending the counting of which the regular order of busi-
ness was resumed.

Comrade E. S. Jones of Tennessee and Georgia—
CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF AND CoMRADES—In behalf of the
Department of Tennessee and Georgia, I desire to rectify an
impression that has been given here to-day of certain procced-
ings had in Chattanooga, and had in different parts of the State.
A paper has been read to you in which it is said that a certain
Post had members in it that were Rebel soldiers. 1 mustered
that Post, 25. Every man that appeared before me was ques-
tioned according to the application and according to the Rules
and Regulations. No man who was mustered at that time or
since was in the Rebel army. (Applause.) By a misprint of
the report it is stated in that paper that there were Rebels mus-
tered into the Post. Our official proceedings were printed, and
rectified that mistake, simply because it was untrue, that which
was put into the paper, and our proceedings so state. Now
what the Post Commander did say was, that they had applica-
tions before the Post from some Rebels who had deserted from
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the Rebel army and held a discharge from the United States
army; and when they examined into their original record they
found that they had been conseripted, and according to the rule,
they could not come in.

We have two classes of soldiers in that country. One was
a volunteer Rebel who went into that army. That man we
have nothing to do with. And there is another class of men
who live in that country subject to the Rebel conscript officers, -
that were driven from their homes. I have met hundreds of
them since I have been organizing Posts in that Department,
and they told me their histories. I never have mustered a
Post yet but what I have turned away five or six of them. The
rules don’t allow them to come in, and that is the reason we
want the rules altered. I will simply relate one instance, and
that covers the whole case. A man was conscripted. He had
a boy not quite fifteen years of age, and he says “I can’t go;
won't my boy do,” he said ; “he is a good-loocking boy?” And
the boy told me he couldn’t help himself. “He took me on a
horse and carried me away, and the first time they put me on
picket I left. I never would acknowledge that I deserted.”
In less than two weeks he entered into our army, and the Cap-
tain of his company said he killed more Rebels than anybody
he had. I wanted to know if he was a Union man. The
Colonel of the Regiment was for him, too; and when I mustered
the Post it almost broke it up because I rejected him. That is
the situation. Tvery Post I went to, it was with the greatest
difficulty I could get enough through. They are all true Union
men. “If you don’t let my brother in, I wont go in either.”
Up here you don’t have that trouble, but there we want it
rectified. I don’t want this body to act hostile, but I want to
agk you to view the facts and to know the situation, and to
come down and see us; that is the way to find it out. I will
take you all over the mountain counties of Tennessee, and
introduce you to hundreds of men who were dragged from
their homes. We have a comrade with us who was a refugee,
not quite sevehteen years old when he left home. He had the
good luck to get through to Kentucky, and there he joined his
regiment, fought through the war, came out with honor, and has
a discharge. IIe knows hundreds of them that went through
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the same thing. I had no trouble when I went into the Union
army. In the community where I lived there were drums
beating and flags flying, and everybody said “ Oh, yes: go, and
God bless you. Itis all right.” When I went down to Ten-
nessee to see the Posts there, and went through them, I found
men who had been conscripted, and then ran away; and Iknow
many of them that hold discharges for a service of three and a
half years. We have nothing to do with the Rebel soldiers;
let me tell you they never apply to get in. If they are deser-
ters, we soon know all about it. Every Post there knows its
neighbors just as well as its members know themselves, and any
man that ever deserted from the Rebel army and came home
can’'t go there. Those kind of men can’t live there. They
come up here into this country. A man who went into the
Rebel army and deserted, and went into our army, when he
came home, it wasn’t safe for him to stay there: he had to quit.
Those are the cases that are presented to your Northern Posts;
but down with us we have a class of men who were conscripted
into the Rebel army, and afterwards, as soon as they could get
out, went into ours, that were loyal to the core, and I hope
they will be admitted to the Grand Army. (Here the comrade
was informed that his time had expired.)

Comrade A. M. K. Storie, of Pennsylvania—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF AND CoMRrADES—I have not occupied
the time of this Encampment to-day very much, but I desire
to say one word here. I, as a member of the Grand Army of
the Republic, am opposed to the minority report. I believe in
the Grand Army of the Republic, and have believed in it ever
gince its organization. I am to-day a firm believer in the fun-
damental principles of the organization as they were enunci-
ated in 1866. I have seen a large portion of this great country
over which the flag that we followed from the first battle of the
war to Appomattox Court House flies, an emblem of the Na-
tion’s story. I have seen men who fought against that flag in
every avocation of life; I have seen them in the pulpits of the
land, holding public offices, in the several legislatures of the
States, in the Senate of the United States, as Cabinet officers, as
Foreign Ministers, but I thank God I have never seen one of
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them a member of the Grand Army of the Republic, and 1
never want to see one. (Great applause.) That organization
to which I belong is an organization composed exclusively of
loyal men, (applause) of men who have no cause of apology for
their acts from ’61 to '65. (Applause.)

I would not ask a child whose father bled, to decorate the
grave of the man who made it an orphan; I would not ask a
widow who mourns her husband to go and decorate the grave
of the man who killed that husband and tried to destroy the
Union. I would not ask to have brought into this organiza-
tion any man that ever fought against the old flag, either vol-
untarily or involuntarily. (Great applause.) 1 have heard
gentlemen and comrades say, “ What would you have done
were you in the South?” I would answer, I do not know; but
I do know what I did when I was a prisoner of war in Libby
and Salsbury, and Danville, and I know what my comrades did
who were starved to death in Andersonville. (Applause.) I
know men who were starved to death—who were starved until
their bones were sticking out, their eyes glassy, and their
cheeks hollow, and they were approached by men in the Rebel
garb, and told of their father and mother; they were told of
wife and little ones; they were told of home, with all its luxury;
and they were told unless they took the oath of allegiance to
the bastard government of the Rebels they would starve to
death. They did remember their old father and mother, they
did remember wife and little ones, they did remember the
North, and they did remember® you and me with whom they
took the elbow touch; and when death was staring them in the
face, as they remembered the Union, and as they looked on the
stars and bars, they suffered starvation and death rather than
strike their old flag. I remember the men whose bodies sleep
in the prison pens of the South; and I say to-day I will never
vote to take into the Grand Army of the Republic a man who
ever wore the gray or followed the Rebel flag. (Prolonged
applause.)

Comrade J. J. Fitzgerrell, of New Mexico—
CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF AND COMRADES—You have heard any

quantity of bottled eloquence, and there is lots more to come, I

am told. On this question the Department of New Mexico

-
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desires to be heard. I remember it came up at Minneapolis
last year, and I have thought the thing over very seriously
since, but I am not in favor of, in any manner, lowering the
standard of loyalty to our government.

A case right in point: you must remember that in New
Mexico we have as many Rebel soldiers as Union soldiers, and
perhaps more. About four weeks ago there was a Union sol-
dier came to my office and asked for an application ; he wanted
to join our Post. “All right; here is an application.” He
looked the application all over carefully, and came to that point
where the applicant states that he has never borne arms
against the government of the United States. Says he, “I was
living in Arkansas at that time, 61, and I was conscripted into
the rebel army. I didn’t go of my own choice; I was a boy,
and I was forced to go into the rebel army; I couldn’t help
myself.” “Yes, but,” says 1, “you could help yourself.” Sayshe,
“circumstances over which I had no control forced me to go
into the rebel army. I went, but I hated the rebels from the
first moment, and I deserted the very first moment I possibly
could. I never fired a gun against a Union soldier. I joined
a Kansas regiment, and enlisted and served three years with
the Kansas Jayhawkers, and I have got an honorable discharge
in my pocket.” “Well, I cannot muster you.” He looked
serious for a time, and then he says “That is all right; I
don’t ask to be mustered into the Grand Army. It works a
hardship in my case, but you are right.” (Applause.) There
are thousands and thousands of cases of the same character. It
is a hardship. We would like to muster them in, but, comrades,
it will not do to lower the standard of loyalty to our country.
So far as we are concerned on the borders we shall say, never
lower the old standard in any shape, form, or fashion.

The second ballot for Commander-in-Chief was announced
as follows: ‘

Comrade Bursteeceived . . . . . . . . . .. . ... 79
“ Reynolds received . . . . . . . . . . . .. 126
“ Burdett C e e e e e 249
Total vote cast . . . . . . . . . . . . o . . . ... 454

Necessary to a choice, 228.
16
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Comrade Reynolds, of New York—
CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I move that the election of Comrade
Burdett be made unanimous.

The motion was carried amid great cheers.

Comrade Burdett was loudly and persistently called for,
and came to the stand.

The Commander-in-Chief—

It gives me great pleasure, comrades, to present to you
your choice for Commander-in-Chief, Comrade Burdett, of the
Potomac.

Comrade Burdett—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF AND CoMRrADES—There is an ancient
record that contains the history of one of the earlier of those
myriad conflicts which man has waged against his brother, and
as I recollect it the battle cry was “The sword of the Lord and
of Gideon.” Whether that was a patriotic war in the sense in
which we now estimate patriotism, we need not enquire ; but it
must have been a grand conflict in which the sword of the Lord
flamed forth. But all down through the subsequent ages, man
has been set in battle array to uphold the destinies of a crown,
or to feed the hunger of another’s ambition. His salutation
has been to the King; his sorrow, for himself and for his coun-
try. The soldier has taken his place in the ranks because he
must, and when the bidding of the sovereign has been done,
has gone back to his hovel to be a servant or a slave again.

When Abraham Lincoln (applause) sent forth his call to
arms, for the first time in the earth’s history, a nation of gen-
tlemen marched to the front (applause); for the first time it
went upon the world’s record that if you would find the form
of the noblest, would hear the heart-beat of $he grandest, you
must seek and listen on the tented field. (Great applause.) To
be called upon to be the chief servant of the remnant of such
an host is an honor that can fall to a math nowhere else than
here. Looking back over the half century in which I have
been permitted to dwell among men, I cannot fail to remembe *
at this proudest hour of my lite, that victory won on a hundred
battle-fields of the late war, was to me great in issue and results
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as it was to the Union itself. I recall at this hour of fruition,
the long ago, when as a bound boy for “board and clothes and
three months schooling” there was yet open to me the high
road of equal opportunity found only in this grand land of
ours. I should bave been worse than a slave had I not been
willing to pledge my own life to keep it open for others. (Ap-
plause.)

Comrades, the duty you have laid upon me is a most
pleasant one. I am to stand with you for those principles and
ends which are our glory; I am to bear with you the easy bur-
dens of Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty. I say the easy bur-
dens, for I learned of Fraternity from the lips of him, who
standing in the midst of Mars Hill, declared that God “hath
made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face
of the earth.” I learned of Charity from her who taught me
how to pray. (Applause.) Ittook one hundred years of dis-
regard and trampling upon the principles of Fraternity and
Charity to drag the men of the South into that want of Loyalty
which became rebellion. (Applause.) .

It seems to me that the real, the be'neﬁcial, the anxious
labor of our great organization is only now about to begin. To
this hour we have journeyed over the easy road. The strength
was yet in our bones, the currents of our life flowed swift and
strong. Weare on life’s short level now. A year or two more
and the declivity will be reached. The world admires the
masterful, the fierce, the strong of arm ; it turns away from the
weak and the palsied. The time is coming, comrades, is it not
upon us now, when we shall need each other? I hold it to be
the duty as it is the privilege of every man who in the war of
the rebellion, bore a musket with honor and kept his oath to the
flag, to gather with us into this noble organization, that each
may help his brother and all unite to aid the failing comrade.
(Cheers.)

To this end I pledge you all the earnestness of purpose I
possess and all the strength there is in me. As you go hence,
say to every worthy veteran who crosses your path that the
door of the Grand Army is open ; that the feast is spread, and
ask him if not for his own sake, for the sake of his comrade
and brother, to join with us, so that, hand in band, shoulder to
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shoulder, once more we go along the shining though downward
road, making it smoother for the weak and compelling, if that
were necessary, the respect and justice which is our due.

Commander and comrades, for this expression of your good
will, for this supreme token of your confidence, I thank you
more than poor words can express. I cannothope to excel the
results of the administration of your affairs now closing, but I
will serve you with all my heart and to the best of my ability.
(Applause.)

The Commander-in-Chief—
The next thing in order is the nomination of candidates for
Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief.

Comrade Loring—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF AND CoMRADES—At the request of
the delegates of the State of Ohio to this Encampment, I rise
to perform an unexpected but a most pleasant duty. As we go
to our respective homes, beyond the Alleghenies, in the valley
of the Mississippi, beyond the Rocky Mountains to the Golden
Gate where our next Encampment will be held, as our com-
rades go to the South, they will carry with them the fragrance
of the recollection of the splendid hospitality extended to us by
our comrades of this Pine Tree State and this beautiful Forest
City. It has been the custom established by a long precedent
to give the office of Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief to a State
that has extended to this Encampment the courtesy such as we
have received here. My comrades, you have observed within
the hall a comrade conspicuous by reason of a burn upon his
face made by wounds which he received in defense of his
Nation’s flag, and in defense of National unity—a man who
entered the services as a private soldier in a Vermont regiment,
who by bravery was promoted from rank to rank until he
became the Colonel of a Maine regiment. His name is well
known throughout the State of Maine, and his history is as
splendid as that of anyone whoever wore the blue or bore arms
- in defense of his flag. Inominate Comrade Connor of the State
of Maine. I desire to say this much: wounded in the battle of
the Wilderness, he was carried to the city of Washington and
there lay upon his couch where his friends trembled and his
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life hung in the balance for a full year. Well, he recovered but
will carry with him to his grave a mark received at the hands
of the enemy. I move you, Commander-in-Chief, in the name
of the delegates from Ohio that Comrade Connor be elected
Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief by acclamation.

Comrade Barnum, of New York—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF AND CoMRADES—Following a prece-
dent of this National Encampment, answering to the wishes
of every comrade in this Encampment in the glorious old Pine
Tree State, and in accordance with the precedents, and speak-
ing for other Departments than that which I represent, I ask
that in recognition of the generous reception we have received
at the hands of the Department of the State of Maine and the
city of Portland, and I move, that the Adjutant General be
instructed to cast one ballot for Senior Vice Commander-in-
Chief, and that he cast that for Ex-Governor Connor, of Maine.

Comrade Long, of Michigan—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—In behalf of the entire delegation
from the Department of Michigan and in consideration of the
splendid reception which we have met with by our comrades
in the State of Maine, we desire to second the nomination of
Comrade Connor for Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief.

A Comrade—
I object.

Comrade Wagner, of Pennsylvania—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—It requires unanimous consent. The
comrade will undoubtedly be willing to withdraw his objection
and not compel us to go to the trouble of a ballot.

Comrade Beath, of Pennsylvania—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I8 it possible in this National En-
campment, when on a vote Comrade Connor will be elected
overwhelmingly, that one or two or three comrades are going
to exhaust the'time of the Encampment from a very little feel-
ing in regard to the selection of an officer? I beg you in the
spirit of fraternity not to insist upon a ballot at this time. I
ask the unanimous consent of this Convention that we declare
him elected by an unanimous vote.
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Thereupon the Encampment by an unanimous vote di-
rected the Adjutant General to cast one ballot for Comrade
Connor for Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief.

The Adjutant General cast the vote of the Encampment as
directed, and Comrade Seldon Connor was declared elected
Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief.

The Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief took the chair.

The Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief.
The next thing in order is the election of Junior Vice Com-
mander-in-Chief.

Comrade J. C. Linehan, of New Hampshire—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF AND CoMRADES—I claim your atten-
tion for a few moments. I say to-day, without joking, that
I represent the best behaved Department on the floor of the
Encampment. I want to say here that I desire to present a
name for a candidate for Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief
His record as a soldier is second to none in this Encampment;
his record as a citizen is equal to all. For ten years past he
has attended every Encampment of the Grand Army of the
Republic. He has been elected Vice Commander-in-Chief of
the State for ten years successively, and Secretary of that State.
He is a comrade whom you all know, and he would make a
gallant Commander-in-Chief. I name Comrade Henry B.
Pierce, of the gallant Department of Massachusetts.

Comrade Grosvenor, of Ohio—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF AND CoMRADES—Before we nominate
a candidate for the third office in your gift, I desire to state
very briefly, that before the name which I shall present for
this office had been suggested to me, or my office in his behalf
had been solicited, I had accepted the gratifying duty of pre-
senting the name of a comrade for another office—Commander-
in-Chief. :

This much I offer as an apology for again appearing before
you in this capacity.

Now, comrades, you have elected a Commander-in-Chief
in the center of the continent; you have elected a Senior Vice
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Commander-in-Chief from the New England States, I rise to
present a name for the office of Junior Vice Commander-in-
Chief from the South. I want to ask this Encampment to do
justice to one other section of the Union. I trust you will not
select all your officers from one geographical division of the
country.

I name a candidate from the Department of Tennessee
and Georgia—a native of Pennsylvania. He served in a Ver-
mont regiment; lost an arm in the great, prolonged struggle
in the Wilderness, and it lies buried upon that historic field.
He is a retired officer of the United States army—a gentle-
man, a scholar, a clean man, a representative of the best ele-
ment of the Grand Army of the Republic in the South.

That section is weak in numbers here, although strong in
the loyalty of its comrades; and we have not always considered
their claims to recognition with generosity, although probably,
generally with justice, and I hope you will, now, comrades,
make this small concession to as noble, and patriotic a branch
of the Grand Army of the Republic as exists anywhere.

I nominate Comrade John R. Lewis, of Atlanta, for the
position. (Great applause.)

Comrade Tanner, of New York—

‘While we have among the comrades of my Department
many who are capable, I wish to present as a candidate for the
position of Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief a comrade whom
it gives me more than pleasure to name. I want to say to you,
comrades, this is a man towards whom my heart is warm, for
we both went down on the same field. He came out a physical
wreck, and is a sufferer to-day, and the balance of his life it
will continue. But I want to say, and I wish I could burn it
into the heart of every comrade here, that in the great city of
Brooklyn, in the Grand Army of the Republic—and I shall
choose my words—I say that no man in all our whole member-
ship gives more time, more effort, more earnest work for the
cause of the suffering wards of the Grand Army than the com-
rade I propose to-day, who goes into the highways and into the
by-ways, into the streets and into the alleys, and into the tene-
ment houses, seeking out those who are sick and in distress,
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who have a claim upon us, and relieving their wants. This is
the record of the man we propose from New York. I nomi-
nate Comrade E. A. Dubey, of New York. (Applause.)

Comrade Benson, of New Jersey—

Comrades, you have already had speeches enough for one
day, but, still realizing the fact that any man upon the floor of
this Encampment is suitable for the office of Junior Vice Com-
mander-in-Chief, I desire to put in nomination Comrade Joseph
R. Vansykle, of my State.

Comrade Grant, of Massachusetts—

In behalf of the delegation from Massachusetts 1 desire to
say that it unanimously endorses and seconds the nomination
of Comrade Henry B. Pierce for the office of Junior Vice Com-
mander-in-Chief of the Grand Army of the Republic for the
ensuing year.

Pending the counting of a vote, the regular order of busi-
ness was resumed.

Comrade W. S. Marshall, of Tenncssce and Georgia—
CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF AND CoMRADES—I agree perfectly
with those who have spoken here upon the opposite of this
resolution when I say thatI am in favor of no one coming into
this organization who is not thoroughly loyal and has not been
so all the time. The comrades appear to mistake this amend-
ment. The amendment recites that they to be found to have
been loyal at all times; and the report of the majority of the
committee starts out with the admission that there were in the
southern portion of the country men who were at all times
unconditional Union men, and who had been forced into the
rebel army. Take the standard of absolute loyalty, and who
are the men that are to come into that class? How is it about
the men who were drafted into the service and went because
they were compelled to? How is it with the men who were
criticising the government all the time, and men who volun-
teered and went into the army, but damned the policy of the
government, and were not satisfied with anything? All of
those men come up to the standard of absolute loyalty. When
you come down to these poor fellows, a mere handful of them,
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shut up in the heart of the forest where the arm of the govern-
ment could not reach them, and compelled to flee like sheep
and hide in caves to keep from being arrested and put into
prison, they are the men who have a higher standard of loy-
alty than those men who were forced into the Union army.
They sacrificed everything on account of Union principles;
they were outraged, they were persecuted, they were arrested,
they were imprisoned, they left their homes, they walked over
the mountains and through the forest for hundreds of miles to
reach the Union lines, in order to be allowed to join the Union
army. Why, there is a comrade sitting here who was a mere
lad when the war commenced, who was born near Chattanooga,
Tennessee, where I am, and before he was seventeen he struck
out in the night time and crossed the river, went through the
forests and over the mountains for several hundreds of miles.
The rebels got after him so close that he lost his shoes and
stockings in the river, and he had to go through barefooted.
Sixteen of his comrades were arrested, and they were taken
back and put into the rebel army for ashort time. They made
their escape and got through and joined the same company.
Eight out of those sixteen laid down their lives on the battle-
field. Were they not loyal? Didn’t they wipe out that stain
when they laid down their lives on the battle-field? And were
they any more loyal than those eight men who remained in.
the army and fought to the close of the war, and were given
discharges? I believe there are hundreds and thousands in
that condition. From the best information that I can get there
are at least five thousand men of that description in Tenncssce
alone. They say that the children of the members of the Grand
Army of the Republic boast that their fathers belong to the
Grand Army, but it don’t do the children of those Union men
who suffered more than any of you did on account of Union
principles, any good ; they can’t say that their fathers belong
to the Grand Army? Why? Because you say that there is a
stain of treason upon them. You admit that they were forced
into the rebel army, and then you say they were guilty of
treason. I admit with the majority that there is no such thing
as involuntary treason. I say it was no treason for men forced
into the rebel army. All our laws, both civil and criminal,
recognize that proposition. '
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We are met with this proposition by those who have
spoken here, that our object is to open the doors wide to rebels
without discrimination. I hold in my bhand a circular which
was distributed to each one of you as you came into that door,
that makes an unfair statement of the proposition. It makes
the broad statement that the proposition is to admit the surviv-
ors of those who were in the rebel army and in the rebel navy.
There is no such proposition before this Encampment, and the
comrades ought to have known there was no such proposition
here.

They say that the loyalty must be absolutely pure, that
there must be a pure standard. They also make reference to
the Christian religion, and said that had not the doctrines of
Christianity been kept absolutely pure, Christianity would,
have failed. When the founder of Christianity was here on
the earth, Peter got in a tight place one day, and went back on
his Lord and Master, and cursed and swore that he never knew
him. If the Lord had applied the hard rule of the law to Peter,
what would have become of him? I say if the Lord himself
when here on earth had applied to Peter the same stern hard
rule of law they wish to apply now, that he would have sent
Peter to hell in five minutes, without any hope of redemption.
He judged men according to their hearts. He knew when
Peter did that, that his heart was all right. That is the way with
those fellows down there when they were arrested and forced
into the rebel army, and for a few days bore a few pounds of
Confederate pot-metal on their shoulders; they were at heart
all right just the same as Peter was, and they are just as pure
as anybody in this organization. I say for the comrades in
Tennessee and Georgia, and all through the South, they are
just as anxious to elevate the standard of loyalty as any person
in the North, and there is no danger from the adoption of the
amendment. Those persons know who were their enemies
very well. They lived there beside them, and they suffered
persecution at their hands, and they are not going to vote to
admit any man into this association who was not a true, loyal
man. You say to-day: “We admit that they were forced into
the rebel army, and that they were good Union soldiers after-
wards,” but you say they can’t be admitted because of that



GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC. 261

stain of treason. After thus admitting that they were forced
into the rebel army, and could not help it, we say that there
was no treason; we say that no stain rests upon them, and we
say that they are loyal. We do not wish any other kind of
persons admitted into this organization except those who had
undoubted loyalty, and those who advocate any other proposi-
tion do not represent us; those who say that thereis any other
proposition beg the question; there is no such proposition
before this association as to admit rebels without distinction.
(Great applause.)

Comrade S. F. Shaw, of West Virginia—
' CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—]I happened to be located, when this
war began, down in Virginia. I know how this whole matter
rests. I come representing the little State of West Virginia
that furnished 32,000 three-years’ men to the United States.
We haven’t asked your attention at all since we have been
here, but we desire to be heard on this subject. I lived there
at the commencement of the war. When the war began we
had no fences to let down between us and the rebels; we had
no fences there. We undertook to build up a fence higher
than heaven, and we have tried to hold it up ever since. We
have a line; butif you pass this resolution you will let that
fence down upon us, and take men who enlisted in Pennsyl-
vania, in Ohio regiments, and in regiments of other Northern
States, who have been in the rebel army. We would not take
those men. They go from over in Virginia. We were afraid
to trust them. They went out and went into other regiments.
They bhad the same opportunity to join the Union army that I
did. When the war broke out I had a captain’s commission in
a regiment of Virginia militia. I packed up my wife and my
mother, who lived with me, and made for the State of Ohio.
(Applause.) As soon as I could go back I went into Virginia,
and I remained there to the end, serving all the way through.
When I went to Ohio, I enlisted in the first place and went out
in the three months’ service. Afterwards I went into a Vir-
ginia regiment and stuck to it until July, '65. I know these
men, who they are. I say to the men who present this matter,
we don’t want any such a line let down. I want to hear from
“Maryland, my Maryland,” on this question; that is a border
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State. I want to hear how they are affected by those men who
served half way through the war in the rebel army and then
enlisted in Northern regiments in States where their record
could not be known. Itmay work a hardship in many cases,
and undoubtedly will; there never was a law that didn’t work
a hardship to somebody. 1 have lived there ever since the
war; I have been among these men; I know what they are to-
day; I come from there now; and I don’t want these bars let
down.

Comrade Alexander—

I desire to ask the comrade a question: I desire to ask if
you know of any honorably discharged Union soldiers who
gerved one year and were in the Union army, whose loyalty
you would not trust?

Comrade Shaw—

I know of many who went into the Union army, but never
went to the front much afterwards, many of them that went into
the Union army from the South got into hospitals and places
of that kind. There may be a few to whom it will work a
hardship. I saytoyou that we have had experience with these
men. There may be men in Eastern Tennessee that had the
same opportunity that I did, who didn’t take hold of it in
time, who waited until the way was closed against them. So
far as I am concerned—so far as the Department is concerned
that I represent—we have placed the wall there clear up; and
to those to whom it works a little hardship we say, “ We can-
not let it down, for there are others who would claim the same
right with you.” We have got to stand there with a cudgel and
keep them from coming in; that is the reason we are opposed
to it.

The vote for Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief was an-
nounced as follows:

Comrade Vansykle received . . . . . . . ... ... 38
“  Dubey e e e 47
“ Pierce L 104
“ Lewis . 155
Total number of votescast . . . . . . . . ... ... 344

Necessary for a choice 173.
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Comrade Tanner—
CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I desire to withdraw the name of
Comrade Dubey.

There being no election, a second ballot was taken pending
the counting of which, the regular order of business was
resumed.

Comrade Robert Stratton, of Indiana— .

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—Upon this question that is now
before the convention I am satisfied that the comrades have
‘been studying considerably since the last National Encamp-
ment at Minneapolis, and it seems to me that we are as fully
prepared to vote upon the question without further discussion,
as we ever willbe. I know that in Indiana the question has
been considered. It passed through the Department,and the last
Department Encampment resolved something after the fashion
of the Department of Pennsylvania, that we didn't want to
open the bars to the incoming of something that we would
regret hereafter. I believe now that we have discussed this
enough, and that we have considered it enough, and that we
are now simply Kkilling time. I therefore move the previous
question.

The main question was ordered ; the report of the minority
of the committee was rejected; and on motion of Comrade
Wagner, of Pennsylvania, the report of the majority of the
committee was adopted.

Comrade T. J. Stewart, of Pennsylvania—
CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I have the report of the Committee
on Adjutant General’s Report, which is as follows:

The committee to whom was referred the report of the Adjutant
General, respectfully submit the following:

Fully realizing the vast amount of correspondence in connection
with the Rules and Regulations, decisions, &c., and which we are con-
vinced might in many cases be avoided by a proper knowledge of our
laws, we concur in recommendation regarding ¢ The Blue Book.”

We also concur in the recommendation regarding the necessity of
making a record of all existing Department charters, both provisional
and permanent, with date of the formation of first Post therein, and
the re-issue of those that have been lost or destroyed.
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The most important recommendations are those referring to delin-
quency in reports. The Rules and Regulations make it the duty of
Post Commanders to forward reports to Department Headquarters.
These reports are in their detail the work of the Adjutant and Quarter-
master respectively, and no good reason exists why the work shall not
be sufficiently far advanced on the last meeting night of the quarter, so
that it will only be necessary to add the changes made necessary at that
meeting, when they can be completed, and handed to the Post Com-
mander, to endorse and forward.

The trouble seems to be that the delinquency of Posts is unknown
to the comrades, unless the same be published in General Orders; and
the committee recommend that a form of receipt be prepared for the
purpose of acknowledging receipt of reports and per capita tax, and pro-
vide that the receipt must be read to the Post on the first meeting night
after the Commander receives it.

We are of the opinion that the recommendation to suspend Post
Commanders, is in conflict with the Rules and Regulations, and cannot
be done without amending or changing our present laws. A Post Com-
mander that respects his obligation, or has any regard for the law
governing us, will not be found delinquent. The penalty or rebuke
under the present law will be even a greater punishment than that
recommended, inasmuch as it suspends the entire Post, and is conse-
quently a greater reflection on the delinquent officers, and each comrade
appreciating his membership will be directly interested in having
reports forwarded, and the Post placed in good standing.

We concur in the recommendation suggesting change in form of
consolidated report regarding the reporting of Posts as delinquent
instead of suspended.

We take especial pleasure in commending the work of the Adjutant
General during the past year. His devotion to duty and able adminis-
tration of the affairs of his office, deserves more than passing recognition.
While $500.00 had been appropriated for clerk hire, but $59.00 have
been expended, the Adjutant General performing all the work of his
office himself. We recommend that in the future no sum be set aside
for clerk hire, but that the salary of the Adjutant General be $2,000.00
per annum, to include clerk hire, and that the unexpended balance of
$1,500 salary and $500 clerk hire for the present term be paid to the
Adjutant General.

Respectfully submitted,

THOMAS J. STEW ART, Pennsylvania.
JOHN CAMERON, Potomac,
THOMAS L. MATHEWS, Maryland,
0. F. LOCKHEAD, Michigan,

C. B. STILSON, Iowa.
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Comrade Patch, of Massachusetts—
CommANDER-IN-CuIEF—I offer the following:

Resolved, That the thanks of this Encampmeént be extended to
the members of Bosworth Post No. 2, of Portland, and particularly to
Comrade E. C. Milliken, for their untiring exertions as guard at this
Convention.

Adopted.

Resolved, That the thanks of this Encampment are extended to
Comrade H. W. Berthrong, of Boston, Mass, for the faithful portrait of
General U. S. Grant presented to this Encampment, to be forwarded
to Mrs. U. S. Grant.

Adopted.

Resolved, That the expenses of members of the National Council of
Administration shall not be paid in the future, but the expenses of the
sub-committee of the Council, called for consultation with the Com-
mander-in-Chief during the year, shall be paid as now provided.

A Comrade—
I would like to ask whether that resolution embraces their
attendance at the National Encampment.

Comrade Patch—

It does. I offer that resolution, believing it to be a good
thing for the future, whether we meet on the Pacific slope or
elsewhere. Ifthese expenscs are-continued next year it will
deplete our National Treasury, so that we will have no money
to invest in real estate at three times its value.

The resolution was adopted.

The second ballot for Junior Vice Commander-in-Chiefs
resulted as follows:

~

Comrade Dubey received.. . . . . . . .. ... .. 4
“ Vansykle “ . ... ... ... .... 19
¢ Pierce e e e e e e e e 91
“ Lewis e e e e e e e e e 176
Total number of votescast . . . . . . . ... . ... 290

Necessary to a choice 146.
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Comrade Pierce, of Massachusetts—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—In the happiest frame of mind, and
in the happiest manner possible, I desire to move that the
election of Comrade Lewis be made unanimous.

The motion was carried amid cheers.

Comrade Lewis was loudly called for.

The Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief—
I have the pleasure of introducing to you Comrade Lewis,
your Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief for the ensuing year.

Comrade Lewis—

) CoMMANDER AND CoMRADES—I feel a good deal as though
I had been struck by lightning. I am too modest to recite my
record before you, but still it is gratifying to me that with so
slight a one I have been so highly honored. I entered the
service in the ranks with three brothers. At the very begin-
ning of the war three brothers of us entered the service almost
simultaneously. One of them passed to the spirit land by a
rebel bullet on the field of Gettysburg; the other left a loyal
arm below there in our native State. I left this member to
enrich the soil of Virginia. I have been for many yearsin the
South, surrounded by the graves of my dead comrades. To
those who know me, I need say nothing of my loyalty. With
the spectre of that dead brother marching between us, we can
touch elbows with the dead” I trust the comrades who have
met him will recognize that he is still walking in fealty and
loyalty to the flag under which we fought. He is a comrade of
the only Post in Georgia. I want you to distinctly understand
that no rebel has entered there. With both hands I took that
loyal oath that “no man who is guilty of treason can enter
here.” I cannot help but sympathize with the loyal brothers
about me, who under adverse circumstances and perils, of
which you know very little, took arms and supported the flag
as loyally as you or I, but still while consoling and comforting
them, and opening my heart and purse to them, I appreciate
to the full the feeling which pervades this Encampment that
you do not open your doors to them. And it is only left to us
in the South to continue to do and to fight that battle as best we
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may, and to comfort those men with loyal inspiration, though
they may not wear this badge. I will not detain you longer.
(Applause.)

The Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief—
The next officer to be elected is Chaplain-in-Chief.

Comrade H. P. Lloyd, of Ohio—

My ComrapEs—I desire to present to you for your suffrages
as Chaplain-in-Chief of our National Encampment the name of
Comrade Stewart, of Ohio. His voice is not unknown to you.
Yesterday when you tried to select a place for the next meeting
of our next National Encampment, it was he who, sitting on
yonder bench, lifted up that clarion voice in behalf of Tennessee.
That voice which rang like a bugle note through this hall to the
pleasure of all these comrades, has been heard in sweeter tones
still by the bedside of the sick and at the graves of our dead;
and 1 ask you to make that man, who entered the army at fif-
teen years of age and carried his musket until the end of the
war, save only during the time he was a prisoner at Anderson-
ville and Florence, your Chaplain-in-Chief; and I move that
the rules be suspended, and that the Adjutant General castone
vote for L. H. Stewart for Chaplain-in-Chief. (Applause.)

The motion was carried, and the Adjutant General cast the
vote of the Encampment for Comrade Stewart.

The Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief—
ComrADES—I have the honor to present to you your Chap-
lain-in-Chief for the ensuing year.

Comrade Stewart—

ComraDES—I will not occupy your time. I am very much
obliged for this mark of kindness. I came tothis Encampment
without expecting anything from it, and asking nothing. I
feel that I have been greatly complimented, and complimented
far above my deserts. I am a member of the Grand Army of
the Republic. My position in the community in which I live
makes it possible for you to elect me as your Chaplain. Iaccept
the place, and promise to do the very best I can. I want to

say further, that this place has been a kind of a figure-head as
17
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I have seen it in this Encampment; not but that you have
elected the very best men you could select for this place, but it
does seem to me that we might find something for the Chaplain
to do. I come to be your servant, and I will serve you as best
I can. I believe that God heaved up from the bosom of the deep
this great continent, upon which he might plant the seed of a
pure spreading Christian civilization, and I believe that to the
Grand Army of the Republic has been submitted the carrying
out of these great principles; and I am in heart and soul, in
sympathy with all the comrades of the Grand Army of the
Republic. Since it is the privilege and duty of the Chaplain to
appear before you as a kind of spiritual guide, I invoke the
blessing of the great divine Father, our Lord, and may our
lives be precious in His sight, and we live to meet often in
assemblies like this; and as we go to our respective Posts and
to our respective communities, may we go with the blessings
of God upon our souls to carry out the great design of this
Order, that but a few years ago was like an infant, but now is
beginning to tread like an earthquake from the Atlantic to the
Pacific, and from the North to the South. We are going to be
regarded as the great sacred organization on the American
continent. (Applause) May we show ourselves worthy of the
place that we occupy in the nation. I believe that the land of
this great republic has been baptized with the blood of our
comrades, that we might transmit it an unbroken heritage to
the latest posterity; and I believe that it is a part of the obliga-
tion that rests upon us that these Sons of Veterans shall come
after us to hold sacred every interest for which we fought, and
bled, and strove.

I thank you for this honor, and accept it gratefully. It
was all unexpected to me, yet because unexpected I do not
appreciate it any the less.

Comrade Merrill, of Massachusetts—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF AND CoMRADES—The Department of
California has come to this National Encampment with but one
burden upon their heart and with but one wish to be expressed,
and with but one desire to present to this National Encamp-
ment, and that was fulfilled in the vote of yesterday by which
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we decided that the next National Encampment should go from
the Atlantic to the Pacific. It seems to some of my comrades
that having already complimented the great State of Maine
where we meet to-day by giving it one of our Vice Comman-
ders, that it would be a pleasant recognition of -the sweet invi-
tation of California to us if we were to give to California some
small office in the gift of the National Encampment in recogni-
tion of their invitation for next year; and we have looked
around upon that delegation without consultation with them,
without any instruction or expression of desire upon their part.
We found among their delegates a man in the corps of sur-
geons who served faithfully and honorably, and that man is
honored to-day by his comrades of the Department of Cali-
fornia. Idesire to place in nomination for the office of Surgeon
General, Comrade J. C. Tucker of the Department of California.

Comrade Brown, of Ohio—

I desire on behalf of Ohio to second the nomination of
Comrade Tucker, of California, and to move that the Adjutant
General be instructed to cast the vote of this Encampment for
the comrade who lives on the golden slope.

Comrade Bohn, of Colorado.

Colorado blushes for California. The idea that she should
seek for the position of Surgeon General! The little State of
Colorado comes—

Comrade Holmes, of California—

I only desire to say I believe it well gxpressed by Past
Commander-in-Chief Merrill that California came not to this
Encampment with a desire for any of these offices, and this
nomination comes unsolicited and unsought.

Comrade Bohn—

Colorado stands upon the continental divide like a Peri.
Her delegates in this Encampment ask for a small office—that
they receive a favor from the Grand Army in the shape of an
office, sir, of the National Encampment; and we are now ask-
ing for the position of Surgeon. Our candidate is Andrew S.
Everett, of Denver. I am not disposed to trespass any more
“on this Convention.



260 NINETEENTH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT

Comrade Blinn, of Missouri—

I rise to place in nomination for Surgeon General a com-
rade who has been in that part of the service, a man who has
had a respectable practice, a man who is well skilled in his
profession, a man who in 1861, out of his own means, raised a
company of cavalry, equipped them, and entered the service
himself. The offices seem to have been pretty well given to
the Eastern part of this Union; we ask for at least a comrade
for the Southwest, and that we be recognized by giving us the
office of Surgeon General. And we present a man who has the
capacity to fill the position, a man whom I know is skilled in
his profession, a man who was a true soldier, and spent four
years of his life fighting—George W. Titzpatrick of Kansas
City, Missouri. (Applause.)

The Commander-in-Chief resumed the chair.

Comrade Burell, of Colorado—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I desire to second the nomination
of Comrade Everett. He went with me into the army, and I
served with him in the same brigade, have met him in the
Grand Army, and I have known him to be a true friend and an
honest soldier. He is a practicing physician in Denver, is held
high in public estimation, and I am sure the Encampment will
make no mistake in making him the Surgeon General.

Comrade Austin, of Ohio—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I desire to second the nomination
of Comrade Tucker, of California, for this office, and for this
reason: my experience is that this position of Surgeon General,
has been entirely ornamental. I believe that the Surgeon
General ought to be located at the place where the Encamp-
ment is to assemble, that he may open a medical department
solely for the comrades, so that if they get sick they may know
where to go to. We are going a long ways to California, and
very far from home. I believe we ought to have a medical
officer of our own in San Francisco, that we may go to in case
of casualty or sickness. And I understand that that will be
done if Comrade Tucker is elected to this office.
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Comrade McCoy—

I want to say one thing in seconding the nomination of
Comrade Fitzpatrick. I wish to say that he don’t come from
Maine, he don’t come from New York, but he originally came
from Ireland, and let us have one good loyal Irishman on our
ticket.

A ballot was then taken for Surgeon-in-Chief, pending the
counting of which the regular order of business was resumed.

The Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief took the chair.

Comrade Lloyd, of Ohio—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF AND CoMRADES—I have a report to
make:

The committee to whom was referred the report of the Judge Advo-
cate General, respectfully report :

That we have carefully examined the report and the opinions, and
desire to express our hearty appreciation of the fidelity and ability
shown by the Judge Advocate General inthe discharge of all the duties
pertaining to his office. Opinions Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. 6, 8,and 9 are unan-
imously approved, and No. 7 is approved by four of the five members of
the committee. .

In regard to opinion No. 3, in order that it may be of permanent
value as a precedent, the committee unanimously recommend that it be
referred to the Commander of the Department of' New Mexico for a
full statement of facts upon the following points :

1st. State the whole number composing the Council, excluding
the vacancies?

2d. State the number actually present in person ?

3d. Has any rule been adopted by the Department fixing a quorum
of the Council ; if so, what is it ?

We further recommend that this complete statement of the facts
be forwarded by the Department Commander to National Headquarters
for a further opinion of the Judge Advocate General, which may then
take its place in the next annual report, and thereafter form a part of
the Grand Army of the Republic jurisprudence.

Second. We recommend that in cases where no definite rule fixing
the nuiiber of members of Council necessary to constitute a quorum
has been adopted by the Department Encampment, a majority of the
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members shall be necessary to constitute a quorum of the Council of
Administration of a Department for the transaction of business.

Respectfully submitted,

H. P. LLOYD,

H. M. NEVIUS,
ISAAC E. WEST,
ALFRED B. BEERS.

Comrade Harper, of Pennsylvania, read a minority report
which was as follows:

To the National Encampment, G. A. R.:

The undersigned member of the committee on the report of the
Judge Advocate General, fraternally submits the following minority
report:

There are two important objections to the approval of the decision
in the appeal of Comrade Daniel Caldwell from the -decision of the
Department of Pennsylvania.

First. The matter was never properly, if at all, before the Depart-
ment of Pennsylvania. The record does not disclose the manner in
which the case ‘was inaugurated, nor does it show that Comrade James
Kane was ever notified of the proceedings in which he was involved,
whatever they were. Membership in the Grand Army of the Republic
is too sacred to be struck down in the manner proposed. It will not do
to say that the records of the War Department of the United States
show that Kane had been dishonorably discharged from the military
service. Such records are outside of the Grand Army of the Republic,
and can only be used as evidence in some proceeding properly begun,
and of which the party particularly interested had reasonable notice.
In the language of the law, he must have his day in court. This is the
inherent right of the humblest citizen of the land, and one which this
Order will certainly never deny to any of its members. ’

It is contended that the summary method in this proceeding in
which there were no charges and no notice to Kane at any stage, can
be sustained upon the ground that he was not eligible to membership
in the Grand Army of the Republic; that his muster was void, and
- consequently he never was a member of the Order. This position is
untenable. The question as to whether Kane was eligible or not could
only be determined by investigation, and until its determination in a
way hostile to him, he was a comrade of the Grand Army of the Repub-
lic. with all the rights incident thereto and he could not be deprived of
these rights without due process of law. It appears in the record that
Kane served as Commander of his Post for a year. If the contention be
correct that he never was a member of the Grand Army of the Repub-
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lic, than he was an usurper, and all his acts as Post Commander are
absolutely null and void, including the muster of new recruits. The
result would be that all of the comrades mustered into the Post by Kane
while Commander are spurious and illegitimate, and must as sum-
marily be dropped from the rolls as it is now proposed to drop him.

Second. The record does not disclose the fact that the Department
of Pennsylvania ever acted in the premises, and consequently there is
nothing from which an appeal could be taken. The appeal is alleged to
be “from the decision of the Department of Pennsylvania, Grand Army
of the Republic, as contained in the opinion of the Judge Advocate.”
There is therefore nothing in the record before this Encampment but
the opinion of that officer.

In this respect the record is not at fault, for an examination of the
Journal of the Department Encampment shows that the Judge Advo-
cate reported his opinion in the case, and that a committee was appointed

“upon such report; but said committee never reported thereon, and con-
sequently there was no action taken by the Department Encampment,
and the case has not reached a stage where it is subject to an appeal to

"the Commander-in-Chief There being no action of the Department of
Pennsylvania from which an appeal could be taken, it follows that in
point of law there was no appeal pending before the Commander-in-
Chief, and that the opinion of the Judge Advocate General must fall,
without prejudice to the views therein expressed as to whether they be
right or wrong. '

I am of opinion that the Judge Advocate General is in error in
holding that the removal of disability has not the same effect as an hon-
orable dischar_e. The paper itself explains its defect by quoting the
following opinions of the Judge Advocate General of the army:

“The effect of a removal of disability is not to restore the volun-
teer officer to his former position, but to remove the stain of the sen-
tence, and to declare him qualified to re-enter the service, if desired.”

‘It is a measure of reparation, equivalent, practically, to an honor-
able discharge.”

It does not restore to former position, because the position might
then be filled by another, or as was the actual fact in this case, the com-
mand to which Kane belonged had ceased to exist. But it removes the
stain of the sentence. The stain of the sentence was the dishonorable
character of the discharge. If the stain hasbeen removed, certainly the
dishonorable discharge has been removed also. If removal of disability
does not restore to former position, as it clearly does not, then Kane
remains discharged, and as the dishonorable nature of his discharge has
been removed, he must stand now as honorably discharged.

It is a measure of reparation, that is, it repairs the injury done to
Kane; but it cannot be said that the injury has been repaired, if he re-
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mains as a dishonorably discharged soldier. He must be one thing or
the other; either honorably discharged, or dishonorably discharged.
The more the pointis considered, the more apparent does it-become -
that the removal of disability is, in the language of the paper itself,
‘‘ equivalent, practically, to an honorable discharge.”

It is an important fact that the decisions defining the effect of the
paper removing the disability are printed in the paper itself above the
signature of the Assistant Adjutant General, and they are therefore a
part of the terms under which the removal was made. They clearly
show what was in the mind of the officer when he removed the disa-
bility ; what he intended to do; how far he purposed to go in making
reparation; and the effect he designed to give to his official action. The
fact that they are so printed in the paper shows even more than what
was intended in this particular case. It shows the thoughtful and set-
tled policy of the government in the class of cases to which Kane
belonged, and must be accepted as conclusive evidence of the intention
of the government to make reparation to as full an extent, consistent
with the most liberal construction of the language of the opinions, to
entirely remove the stain upon the accused, and place him in as honor-
able a position as possible.

The adoption of the following is recommended :

Resolved, That the opinion of the Judge Advocate General be not
approved, and the order of the Commander-in-Chief declaring illegal
and setting aside the muster of Comrade James Kane be rescinded, and
'(.lfu;J coxlr)lra e restored to all his rights as a member and Past Commander
of his Post.

Fraternally submitted,
SAMUEL HARPER.

Comrade M. E. Fagan, of Pennsylvania—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—]I earnestly hope that you will
carefully consider all the points involved. It is a case of pecu-
liar hardship. Comrade Kane was an officer of the Thirteenth
Pennsylvania Cavalry. He served gallantly in the field, and
was one day captured by the enemy, and confined in Libby
Prison for nearly a year. On his release from Libby Prison
he was confined in camp at Annapolis, Md., and was absent
without leave. By a sentence of a military commission, and
without a hearing, he was dismissed the service. At this time
he was suffering from malaria brought on by his troubles aris-
ing from eleven months’ imprisonment in Libby Prison. I can-
not go into the technical details, of course. He subsequently
received this order, the original of which I will now read:
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‘WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT GENERAL’S OFFICE,
v WasHingToN, D. C., July 29th, 1879. }
James Kang, Philadelphia, Pa.
Sir :—I have respectfully to inform you that the disabilities result-
ing from your dismissal by Special Orders No. 203, dated June 10, 1864,
War Department, Adjutant General’s Office. have been removed by
order of the President this day. In this connection your attention is
called to the following opinion of the Judge Advocate General of the
United States with reference to the removal of disabilities: I

““The effect of a removal of disability is not to restore the volunteer
officer to his former position, but to remove the stain of the sentence,
and to declare him qualified to re-enter the service, if desired; and it is
a measure of reparation equivalent, practically, to an honorable dis-
charge.”

Very respectfully your obedient servant,
R. C. DRUM,
Assistant Adjutant General.

Subsequent to this he became a member of Post 19, Depart-
ment of Pennsylvania. He was elected with the full knowl-
edge by his comrades of his unfortunate trouble in the service,
but after he had procured from the War Department this vin-
dication. He served with great ability, and became Commander
of the Post. He comes into the National Encampment as a
comrade with a high character, and he comes not standing on
a far-fetched technicality, but on the writing of an iniquitous
decision. Pennsylvania asks for nothing for this wronged com-
rade but right. We ask of you, not for any far-fetched sympa-
thy or kindly opinion, but for you with a sense of right and
justice to adopt the report of the minority as read by Comrade
Harper. We agk it in the name of humanity, in the name of
God, in the name of Right. .

The result of the vote for Surgeon-in-Chief was announced
as follows:

Comrade Fitzpatrick received . . . . . . . . . . .. 42
“ Everett e e e e 67
¢ Tucker e e 113
Total number of votescast . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 222

Necessary to a choice, 112,

On motion of Comrade Kumler, of Ohio, the election of
Comrade Tucker was made unanimous.
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Comrade Gobin, of Pennsylvania—

CoMMANDER-IN-CiEF -1 want to ask the comrades—and
1 shall be very brief—to vote in favor of the minority report
of the Committee on the Report of the Judge Advocate
General. I don’t think that there is any fair-minded man on
this floor Who will not concede that the Judge Advocate has
ruled this question, not in point of justice, not in point of right,
but upon a technical construction. I think the comrades under-
stand this question, and I think they are prepared to do justice
to this man, who stands asking justice at your hands, for I
have never known a body of soldiers to refuse to do justice to
one of their number. *

Comrade II. M. Nevius—

ComMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I wish to say one word against this
minority report. I have as much sympathy for a comrade in
distress as any of my comrades from Pennsylvania have, but I
have more interest in the Grand Army of the Republic and in
upholding its Rules and Regulations and laws than I have
sympathy for a comrade that has been dismissed from the
service on the field of battle. Oun the 10th day of June, 1864,
this comrade was dismissed from the service of the United
States by order of the President of the United States, and he
never was back to the field again. This is the case as stated by
the Judge Advocate General. We gave it a fair hearing, and
we gave these parties two hours, and they admitted to us that
that statement of the case was correct. Now, then, this com-
rade rested under this disahility from '64 until '79, when he
had his disability so far removed as to allow him to re-enter
the army only. This is practically the decision of the Judge
Advocate General : that under our laws a man who is not eligi-
ble to membership in the Grand Army of the Republic cannot
become a member, though he may have been elected a member.
Those decisions are that he never has been a member, and upon
tho record can be summarily dismissed. That is this case pre-
cisely. This comrade having been dismissed dishonorably from
the service, and nover having been pardoned—we found after
giving those men two hours to explain to us that he never had
been pardoned, and that his disability had never been removed,
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and he was not eligible to membership in the Grand Army;
consequently that thing being the case, it was not necessary to
give him a court martial, but to dismiss him as others had been
dismissed, on the record. That was this case as presented.
There is no fact before this Encampment that this case was not
properly presented to the Judge Advocate.

Comrade Gobin—
I would like to ask how you are going to prove a negative?

Comrade Nevius— :

I say we must do justice before we can do mercy. We
have to-day passed a resolution which bars a great many com-
rades who were comrades on the field of battle. If we are
going to establish a precedent of this kind, at this late day,
twenty-five years after he is dismissed the service, than all any-
body has got to do who is in the same situation is to go down
to his member of Congress and ask to have his disability re-
moved so that he can enter the army. This comrade never
entered the army and never got a discharge. That paper can-
not be construed into an honorable discharge in any sense of
the word. I submit that the decision of the Judge Advocate
General should be sustained not only in this case, but in every
cagse. If it was a hardship, why did he rest under it from ’64
to the end of the war, and from the end of the war down to
'"79? I say this would be a dangerous precedent to establish. I
believe that the decision of the Judge Advocate General is
right.

Comrade Cochran, of Ohio—
COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—

Comrade Wagner—
CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF — This case has never been considered
by the Department of Pennsylvania, and is not properly here.

Comrade Cochran, of Ohio—

I do not yield the floor. The comrade frequently has his
turn, and I always listen to him with pleasure and profit.
This decision in my judgment is correct, and involves a princi-
ple affecting the Order that should not be yielded. It is not a
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little matter of fact; but comrades get up here, and in the face
of the law in this case that ought to be recognized by good
lawyers, and say of this decision that it is an iniquitous decision.
"I submit that that is a harsh term, that ought not to be
employed for a question that is so strictly a legal one, in my
judgment, as is this. When that test is applied to a decision
of this kind my mind enquires, why did this comrade, who was
thus dismissed, rest quietly under the condemnation of this
dismissal until 1879? Why did he rest from the time of his
discharge during almost the entire period of the war until a
period long after the war? He was dismissed; he was out of
the army; he has never been back in the army. He was dis-
honorably discharged, and the obiter dictum, if I may so employ
the term respecting the Judge Advocate General, that it is
equivalent to an honorable discharge, don't affect the question.
In reply to the statement that it renders illegal everything that
this Post Commander has done, I am sure that my comrade
apon reflection will not insist upon that. I think it will not be
maintained that what he did .in his office as Post Commander
was illegal. I am in favor of some other method if it be possi-
ble, of curing this comrade’s disability and allowing him to
remain with us. ILet us not open the doors so wide. I think
this decision ought to be sustained, and that it is a proper one.

Comrade Fagan—
He has received a pension from the United States in conse-
quence of his disability being removed.

Comrade Cochran—

I see nothing of that kind in the record. If you are going
to go out of the record I will enquire for some other things;
but I am willing to keep close to the record—I will not go out-
side to enquire whether this comrade did not go—

Comrade Fagan—

I understand the point you made was, that the comrade
was not restored to the army ; the disabilities were removed,
and when that was done the regiment to which he belonged
was no longer in existence, how could he be restored to the
army?
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Comrade Cochran—

He could not be restored. All that the order did was to
relieve him from the disability of joining the army. But he
was dishonorably discharged. The only thing the paper has
relieved him of is the disability of his joining the army if he
wants to.

Comrade Fagan—
If that disability from joining the army is removed, what
is it, an honorable discharge?

Comrade Cochran—

The comrade can answer his own question. It don’t relate
to the question here. The simple naked legal technical ques-
tion is, was he honorably discharged.

Comrade Fagan—
You say no. The War Department says yes.

Comrade Gobin—
The Adjutant General says it is equivalent to a dis-
charge.

Comrade Cochran—

If you sce proper to vote that way out of sympathy in one
individual case, you are going to open a door into which a
crowd will enter, and you will depart from a cardinal principle
that is as vital to this organization as is the other principle
that was involved in the discussion awhile ago. I tell you,
you can’t maintain an organization unless you have a funda-
mental principle towards which, and to which you must always
build. There never was any law upon record that did not hurt
somebody.

“No rogue e’er felt the halter draw
With good opinion of the law.”

Comrade Wagner—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I have trespassed upon the time
and patience of this Encampment frequently within the last
two days, but I flatter myself that it has always been in the
direction of a saving of time to the Encampment. I have
never at any ot these mectings attempted to make a speech for
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the sake of making a speech; and when I have secured at the
hands of the Commander-in-Chief, the floor, I have always
endeavored to talk to the point, and for the purpose of bringing
the attention of the Encampment to the point, if my limited
ability permitted me to see it. -

I am not a lawyer; I am only an insurance agent and
probably a grade below a member of the bar as to a proper
understanding of this subject. I desire in connection with this
matter to place this question upon the record correctly. The
papers before the committee and before the Encampment show
that this case is here in an irregular way. It has never been
considered by the Department of Pennsylvania, and the records
8o show. The question was referred to the Judge Advocate of
the Department, who gave an elaborate opinion which reached
the Assistant Adjutant General of the Department after the En-
campment had adjourned, the officer making the opinion being
sick and absent. The question was never considered by the De-
partment of Pennsylvania; and without reference to the next
highest authority, which was the Department Encampment, it
went to the Judge Advocate, who has delivered a very able
opinion in the case. But according to my opinion it got there
by mistake, and had no business to go there, and has no busi-
ness there until we give the Department of Pennsylvania an
opportunity to pass upon it. I move that this whole matter be
referred to the Encampment of Pennsylvania for their decision
and opinion before it rcaches here.

Judge Advocate General Austin—

I would like to correct a statement by Comrade Wagner.
Comrade Wagner states that an elaborate opinion of the J udge
Advocate of the Department of Pennsylvania came into the
hands of the Assistant Adjutant General after the Department
had adjourned. It is not correct. According to the record to
which his name is appended in fac simile, this opinion of the
Judge Advocate of the Department was referred to a committee;
that is the record with his signature to it.

Comrade Wagner—
I desire to ask if that committee ever made a report upon
this question, and did the Department ever consider this report?
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The Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief—

Iam compelled to rule Comrade Wagner’s resolution out
of order. There is a motion to adopt the minority report
pending before the Encampment, and that motion must be dis-
posed of in some way.

Comrade Wagner—

My motion is to refer. When a question is before the
.National Encampment the only motions in order are: To
adjourn; to lay on the table; the previous question ; to postpone
indefinitely; to postpone to a definite period; to postpone; to
refer. My motion is to send it back—to send it to the Depart-
ment Encampment of Pennsylvania, where it has never been,
and they deciding, then the case regularly—

The Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief—
I have decided that this motion is out of.order. There is
a motion before the Encampment that must be disposed of.

Comrade Allen, of Virginia—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I desire to say in behalf of Post
Commander Kane and of his friends from Pennsylvania, who
are here pleading his cause, that he does not come here asking
for mercy of the men with whom he stood shoulder to shoulder
during the war; it is an act of justice and right, founded in
law. He can not be restored to the position from which he
claims to have been wrongfully removed. Then in the name of
justice and of honor he asks you not to add to the cup of bitter-
ness which he has already drunk, the stamp of your condemna-
tion. Sirs, it has been said here that this comrade was dis-
honorably discharged from the service on the field of battle.
We have enough of that record here to show us that the com-
rade who made that statement was not familiar with the facts
of this case. At the time the order was issued—not an order
resulting from a trial, not an order which emanated from an
authority before which he had been summoned, and before
which he had been permitted to made his defense, but a com-
mittee of officers, on ex parte statements of those who were
opposed to him, made a report which he had no opportunity to
see and no opportunity to appeal from—an order from the
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President of the United States, placing upon him the ban
which has followed bim from then until now. I could read the
record which is here, sustaining every word that I have just
now uttered. What are the facts? Ask mercy for a man who
comes here through the mouths of comrades and by his own
statement tells you of the bleeding wounds he bears, received
in battle? Ask mercy for a man who for twelve long months
did honorable and valiant service in defense of the country and
for the whole Union? Ask mercy for a man who, captured-
and imprisoned, came back home a raving maniac, and who in
the hours of his delirium committed the venal wrong which
resulted in the act of injustice, which has subsequently been
righted through the medium of the action of the Adjutant
General of the United States of America, (applause) and tell
me sir, that the act which restored him to his right, the act
which declared it was equal to an honorable discharge, still
‘leaves him amongst his comrades in a worst position than he
stood with the board of officers who reported upon his case?
Sir, I cannot believe it. I have always understood that a
pardon restored a man to the position which he occupied before
he committed the wrong. How much more should it be so
when the act of amnesty declares that the wrong was never
committed. Sir,it hasbeen said here that this man is a pensioner.
Let the majority report, if you would do justice by those who
are clamoring for pension, embody in its recommendation that
he be dropped from the pension rolls of the government of the
United States; but unless that is done, don’t unite with com-
rades of the Grand Army in barring the doors of this organiza-
tion so that he cannot again enter it. But so long as the
government of my country deals out to him the meed of honest
earnings for the wounds he bears, he shall have my hand and
heart, going out responsive to the prayer he malkes.

Judge Advocate General Austin—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—It was not my intention to take
any part in the discussion of this subject, but to leave it to the
determination of the Encampment upon the report of the com-
mittee. And I should have adhered to that purpose, if com-
rades had confined themselves to a legitimate discussion of the
question. I want to remind the comrades that they are sitting
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here at this moment, in a judicial capacity—for the purpose of
adjudicating this matter upon sound principles of law—not
alone for the settlement of this particular case, but also for the
purpose of settling the law for the government of all future
cages of a like character.

It seems to me that thus far in the discussion comrades
have been guided by their sympathetic emotions rather than
by their judgment. That you may fully understand the case
upon which my opinion and the decision of the Commander-in-
Chief were made, I will state the facts as they appeared in the
record submitted for our consideration: From this it appears
that James Kane, a Second Lieutenant in the 13th Pennsyl-
vania Cavalry, a member of Post 19, Department of Pennsyl-
vania, was by an order of the President, dated June 10, 1864,
for being absent from his regiment without leave, and for
making false statements concerning such absence, dishonorbly
dismissed from the service. And that by a subsequent order
of the President, dated July 29, 1879, the disability of Lieu-
tenant Kane to re-enter the army in consequence of his dis-
missal was removed. The minority report, without stating
the facts of the case, presents two objections to the opinionof
the Judge Advocate General:

The first objection is, that the case was not properly before
the Commander-in-Chief for decision. And the second is, that
because the Adjutant General of the army in notifying the
Governor of Pennsylvania ol the action of the President in
removing the disability of Lieutenant Kane, whereby he might
receive an appointment in the army, makes an ex parte state-
ment in his letter, that this last order of the President is 2
measure of reparation which is practically equivalent to an
honorable discharge.

To the first objcction I have only to say that the record
shows that the question of Lieutenant Kane's right to member-
ship in the Grand Army of the Republic, under the facts as I
have stated them, was regularly presented to the Department
Communder of Pennsylvania, and by him referred to his Judge
Advocate, who rendered a very claborate opinion, holding that
the order of the President of July 29, 1879, operated as an
honorable discharge, and that he was, therefore, properly in
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the Grand Army. This opinion was sustained by the Depart-
ment Commander, from which an appeal was taken, which
appeal, together with all the records in the case, was regularly
forwarded to the Commander-in-Chief by order of the Depart-
ment Commander of Pennsylvania. Before and after the
decision of the Commander-in-Chief, there was much corres-
pondence about this case, which had no direct bearing upon
the real question at issue. But there was nothing either in the
record submitted or in all this correspondence, that ever indi-
cated that Comrade Kane had no notice of these proceedings.
And this claim, so adroitly set forth in the minority report,
has been called to my attention since my arrival in this city.
As to the fact of his knowledge, there is nothing in the record
to show, but it seems quite strange that all of these proceed-
ings could have taken place in the Department of Pennsyl-
vania, without Lieutenant Kane having any knowledge of
thera, especially inasmuch as he seems to have had so many
zealous friends in his Department and at Headquarters.

Comrade Fagan—

I would like to ask the Judge Advocate one question, and
that is this: Does he believe that the removal of the disability
by the government of the United States restores a man to the
position he occupies before he was dismissed, or not?

Judge Advocate General Austin—

I will answer my comrade’s question before I get through.
Bear in mind that this comrade was dishonorably dismissed
from the service in June, 1864, nearly one year before the war
closed ; and it is claimed by my comrade, the distinguished
comrade that spoke last, that this dismissal was an outrage
upon him. Ifthat was an outrage, why didn’t he apply to the
President of the United States within that year to have that
order revoked? He could have applied to one of the largest-
hearted and most charitable men that ever breathed the air of
any country, and a man who was ready atall times to do justice
to the humblest man in the army—Abraham Lincoln. (Great
applause.)

He rested under this dismissal until 1879, fifteen years
after he was dismissed, and fourteen years after the army from
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which he was dismissed had been mustered out of the service,
and then through his member of Congress he asks the Presi-
dent to remove, what? To revoke the order of dismissal? No.
For that could not be done.

What was this order? It contained two penalties. The
first, dismissal from the army, and the second, disqualification
to ever again enter the army. When the order of June 10,
1864, was issued, Lieutenant Kane's connection with the army
was completely severed. This part of the penalty was executed.
His record had been made up. It was dishonorable dismissal.
But a part of this order was in the nature of a continuing
penalty, that he was forever disqualified from re-entering the
army. This disability the President could at any time by
virtue of his pardoning power remove. This the President did
by his order of July 29, 1879, and this is all he did—and all he
could do.

The Adjutant General in transmitting.this order to the
Governor of Pennsylvania, says that it is a measure of repara-
tion, equivalent, practically, to an honorable discharge. The
Adjutant General was correct in this, because while that disa-
bility existed he could not re-enter the army, and while if
honorably dismissed, or honorably discharged from the army,
he was eligible to reappointment. The President’s order of
July 29, 1879, relieved him from that disability, and he could
again enter the army. For all practical purposes, it was there-
fore equivalent to an honorable discharge; and this is what
the Adjutant General meant, when he said it was practically
equivalent to an honorable discharge.

Comrade Fagan—

I will ask tho Judge Advocate General to define the dif-
ference between a practically honorable discharge and a theo-
retically honorable discharge.

Judge Advocate General Austin—
There is no such thing as a theoretical discharge. A man
is either absolutely in, or absolutely out of the army.

Comrade Fagan—
Only in this case it says “ summarily dismissed.”
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Judge Advocate General Austin—

I will ask Comrade Harper if the facts in this case are not
that he was dishonorably dismissed from the service June 10,
1864. Do you dispute that?

Comrade Harper—
I do not.

Judge Advocate General Austin—

There is no dispute then about the facts. Now let us see
what the facts are, as applied to this case. And it is proper for
me to say here, that in reviewing this case my sympathies
went out as strongly for the comrade as do those of any com-
rade from Pennsylvania. But the case was not referred to me
for an expression of my sympathy. It was referred to me for
an opinion upon vhe law. The only question to be determined,
was whether this man with this record, was eligible to member-
ship in the Grand Army of the Republic. The Rules and
Regulations declare that a person to be eligible must have
served in the army or navy, between April 12, 1861, and April
9, 1865, and who was honorably discharged therefrom. This
man was dishonorably discharged therefrom June 10, 1864, and
never again entered the army.  Attaching to this order of
dismissal, as I have already shown, was a disqualification to
ever be again appointed to the army, which was removed by
the President July 29, 1879, and it is now contended that this
order was equivalent to an honorable discharge, by virtue of
which Lieutenant Kane became eligible to membership in our
society. If it was the law of our society that a person to be
eligible, should have an honorable discharge or something
equivalent thereto, or that he was justly entitled to'an honor-
able discharge, even though he had been dishonorably dismissed
from the service, then there might be some reason for the posi-
tion assumed by the minority report. But there is no such
qualification in our law.

Before rendering an opinion in this case I was desirous of
knowing what interpretation the government put upon these
orders of dishonorable dismissal, and through the courtesy of -
Comrade Alexander, I received The Digest of Opinions of the
Judge Advocate General of the United States published in
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1880, by authority of the War Department. These opinions
are based largely upon opinions rendered by different Attorneys
General and decisions of the United States Supreme Court,
which are generally conceded to be pretty good authority.

In all these opinions and decisions I find the doctrine to
be, without an exception, that when an order of dismissal has
once been executed, there is no power in the President to either
revoke, change or in any manner modify it.

If you will bear with me I will read a brief portion of some
of these opinions, some of which I have already quoted in my
opinion. .

I will first call attention to paragraph 8, page 241, of these
decisions :

“There can be no revocation of a duly executed order of dismissal,
however unmerited or injudicious the original act may be deemed to
have been. For distinct asdismissal by order is, in its nature, from dis-
missal by sentence, the effect of the proceeding in divesting the officer is
the same in each case.”

Comrade Patch—
Does it in fact appear that this man was summoned before
this board of inquiry to make a defense?

Judge Advocate General Austin—
There is nothing in the record upon this point.

Comrade Gobin—
May it not be possible that thisman was unjustly dismissed?
That law which youare now reading applies to a different case.

Judge Advocate General Austin—

The statement of facts as given in my opinion areacknowl-
edged by the comrades from Pennsylvania who were before the
committee and by Comrade Harper, who submits the minority
report, to be true. If they were disputing the facts, I would
not hesitate to recommend that it go back; but they are not
disputing these facts, and I am unable therefore to see how any
injustice has been done this man by passing upon his eligibility
upon these facts. I read farther for my comrade’s information
from the same paragraph :
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“For distinct as order by dismissal is, in its nature, from dismissal
by sentence, the effect of the proceeding in divesting the office is the
same in each case.”

Comrade Gobin—
In other words, he is divested of his honor.

Judge Advocate General Austin—
He is not only divested of his honor but he is likewise out
of the army:

“An officer dismissed by an order, though his dismissal may have
involved no disgrace. is assimilated to an officer dismissed by sentence,
in so far that he is completely relegated to a civil status, having in law
no nearer or other relation to the military service than hasa civilian
who has never heen in the army. Thus an order assuming to revoke
a legal order of dismissal is as unauthorized as it is ineffectual. The
original dismissal is an act done which cannotbe undone, and the order,
which is the evidence of it, is therefore incapable of revocation or recall.
Nor can that be affected indirectly which cannot legally be done direct-
ly. An officer dismissed by executive order cannot be relieved by being
allowed to resign or be retired, or by being granted an honorable dis-
charge. .For, in order to be discharged, &c., from the army, he must
first be in the army, and thereis but one mode by which an officer once
legally separated from the army can be put into it, viz: by a new
appointment according to the Constitution.”

It seems to be thus clearly established upon sound logical
principles and authority, that when an order is once issued,
dismissing a person from the army, there is no authority vested
in the President, to either revoke or in any manner change or
modify that order. Such being the case, how then could the
President, by an order issued fifteen years after this order of
dismissal took effect, change it from a dishonorable discharge
to an honorable discharge? As itis here claimed that such was
the effect of the order of July 29th, 1879.

It is an aphorism of law, that that which cannot be done
directly cannot be done indirectly. Then it follows that if the
President had no power to directly give this man an honorable
discharge in 1879, he could not do it indirectly by giving him
something equivalent thereto. It was claimed with great
vehemence by the comrade from Virginia that this order of
July 29th, 1879, restored Lieutenant Kane to all the rights he
had lost by the order of dismissal, and that it declares that the
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wrong for which he was dismissed was never committed. In
this the comrade is entirely mistaken. He surely cannot have
read the order. It simply declares that the “disability to again
enter the army resulting from his dismissal June 10th, 1864,
has been removed.” It says nothing about his guilt or inno-
cence. It is true that the Adjutant General in his letter noti-
fying the Governor of Pennsylvania of this order, says it is a
measure of reparation, equivalent practically to an honorable
discharge. This is simply the ex parte statement of the Adju-
tant General. He does not assume to criticise the order dis-
missing Kane or give any expression as to his guilt or inno-
cence. Icommend my comrade to a more careful reading of
this order. This order was in the nature of a pardon effecting
only this continuing penalty. But let us see what this author-
ity says, from which I have quoted, in relation to the effect of
a pardon in these cases. I read from page 337:

A pardon cannot reach or remita fully executed sentence, though
the same may have been unjustly imposed. A pardon cannot admit to
return-to the army an officer or soldier legally separated therefrom and
made a civilian by a duly approved sentence of dismissal or by a dishonor-
able discharge. * * * * When, however, any portion of a punishment
remains unexecuted, that portion may be remitted by the pardoning
power. * * ¥ 37

[Page 358.] “The pardoning power extends to continuing punish-
ments, or punishments which are never fully executed—remitting in
each case the punishment from and after taking effect of the pardon.
Of this class is the disqualification to hold military or public office. * *
* * These, being continuing punishments, may be put an end to at any
time, by remission of the pardoning power.”

[Page 237.] ‘““—the sentence being executed and the dismissal being
an accomplished fact the case is beyond the reach of the pardoning
power. By no exercise of that power can the sentence be removed or
remitted, or the office lost be restored.” . .
Comrade Allen, of Virginia—

-1 desire to ask this question: Whether the removal of all
disabilities which were consequent upon an act does not restore
the individual to all the rights he enjoyed, outside investiture
of office ?

Judge Advocate General Austin—
It can only remove the existing disability. Itcan have no
effect upon an executed penalty.
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Commander-in-Chief Kountz—

Some question has been made here as to the manmer in
which this case came to headquarters. (Voices: “No, no!”)
I want to say that it came through the regular channel, and
that my whole heart went out for Comrade Kane. For a
month I held the matter in abeyance. I was in hope that.
something could be done for him. But there were brought the
solid, cold facts, and I could do nothing against them. When
in Pittsburg, a few weeks ago, I got the opinion of lawyers
there, and aiso consulted prominent lawyers of Ohio, and
was compelled against my own wish to approve the decision of
the Judge Advocate General. I hope the comrades will hear
him.

Judge Advocate General Austin—

It is through no desire of my own that I talk upon this
question. I have no personal interest or pride of opinion upon
the matter, except to settle the law properly. I know how
tedious it is to listen to a discussion of this character at this late
hour, and I do not propose to occupy your attention a moment
longer than to properly present the law of this case for your
consideration.

I was about to say when I was interrupted that this case is
analogous to the civil law. By the law in my own State, and it
is the same in most, if not all of the others States, when a person
is convicted of a felony there are two penalties attached, viz:
Confinement in the penitentiary for a certain term and a depriva-
tion forever thereafter, of the rights and privileges of citizenship.
When the man has served his prescribed time in prison, that
portion of the penalty is executed, but the other continues
while life lasts, unless it is removed by a pardon from the Gov-
ernor. But this pardon only reaches to that part of the
penalty which is unexecuted and continuing. It does not and
cannot have any effect upon that which has been executed. It
cannot wipe out the fact that the party was convicted, sen-
tenced and served as a convict in prison. So it is with the case
under consideration. There were two penalties imposed upon
Lieutenant Kane in consequence of his military offence; dis-
honorable dismissal from the army, and a disability to ever
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again be reappointed. The first was fully executed when the
order was promulgated, and could no more be effected by a
pardon than could a person who had been hung. "The second
was a continuing penalty, which the President, by virtue of
his pardoning power, could remove at any time. This he did
on the 29th day of July, 1879, without giving any expression
as to the guilt or innocence of Lieutenant Kane, or whether
the sentence was justly or unjustly imposed. And Iam inclined
to the belief, that had the -President been convinced that this
man had not been given a fair hearing or that his sentence was
not just, he would have said so in his order. It is quite easy
to denounce the officers who recommended the sentence in this
case a8 West Pointers and martinets, but the charges brought
against Lieutenant Kane were grave military offences, and
there is nothing in the record, so far as I have seen it, to show
that he was not guilty as charged. But whether guilty or
innocent, or whether justly or unjustly dismissed, are not legit-
imate subjects of enquiry here, and can have no proper bearing
upon the case. We arc only to enquire into the manner of
his going out of the army: was it by an honorable or dishon-
orable discharge. If the former, then be is eligible; if the latter,
then he is not. The undisputed record shows that he was dis-
honorably discharged. And it is preposterous to say that
because of the removal of an attaching disability to the original
order of dismissal by a subsequent pardon, it is an honorable
discharge. There is but one way by which this dishonorable
dismissal may be removed and this man given an honorable
discharge, and that is by an act of Congress. Such is the law
as laid down in 4 recent opinion by the Attorney General of
the United States—made I believe by a distinguished lawyer
from Pennsylvania, ex-Attorney General Brewster* I will
read a paragraph only from page 478 of this Digest touching
this ruling:

“In a case of a volunteer officer, unjustly dlsmlssed, by sentence
or order, during the war, and applying for restoration, there is the
obstacle (not encountered in a case of a regular officer), that the volun-
teer contingent of the army has been long since disbanded, so that a
restoration to office in the same is impracticable. And as a dismissed
officer cannot of course be granted an honorable discharge from the
army, without first being readmitted to the army by a new appoint-

*NoTE.—This opinion was made by Ex-Attorney General Devens, in 1880.



282 NINETEENTH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT

ment, and a volunteer officer cannot as such be so readmitted, advised
(February, 1880,) in a case of a volunteer officer applying for re'jef, on
account of an unjust dismissal, that the form of relief most apposite to
his case would be a special enactment giving him pay from the date of
his dismissal—reciting that the same was based upon insufficient
grounds—to the date of the final muster-out of his regiment, precisely
a8 if he had continued regularly in the service during the interval.”

Now, comrades, do not forget that in passing upon this
report you are making law, not only for the settlement of this
case, but for the government of all cases of a similar character.
If by your action here to-day, you shall say that a man, who
was dishonorably dismissed from the service during the war
for the suppression of the rebellion, and has since had his dis-
ability to be again appointed to the army removed by the
President, has thereby had his record of discharge changed
from dishonorable to honorable; then you open your doors for
the admission of all who were thus dishonorably dismissed,
and your law requiring that an honorable discharge shall be &
pre-requisite to admission is simply a farce. For there are
very few men who are laboring under a similar disability, that
cannot as Lieutenant Kane did, get their member of Congress
to go.to the President and obtain for them, after so many years
have passed, a like order.

I have said this much that you might have a full knowl-
edge of the facts in this case, and understand the principles that
governed me in rendering the opinion that this man was not
eligible to membership in the Grand Army. I gave this opinion
after careful consideration of all the facts, as they came before
me, upon the record, and after a full examination of all the law
and precedent that I was able to find. I hope comrades, in
deciding this case, you will do so, uninfluenced by any feelings
of sympathy that shall be excited through passionate appeals.
It is a question for tlre exercise of sound judgment rather
than sympathetic feeling. I thank you, comrades for your
attention. (Applause.)

A Comrade—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—It seems to me that a naked state-
ment of the facts must show to this Encampment that this
minority report should be laid upon the table, or should not
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prevail. Under the laws which govern us, a comrade cannot be
taken into this organization who has been dishonorably dis-
charged from the service of this government. It is conceded
that Congress may remove his disability ; but Congress cannot
change the fact that he has been dismissed. Under the laws
which govern us, how can you admit him into this organiza-
-tion? It seems to me that it is only necessary to state it to us
in that manner in order that we may see that we should not
allow ourselves, under sympathy or sentiment, to violate one
of the fundamental laws that we have adopted for our govern-
ment. In view of this, Senior Vico Commander-in-Chief, T
move that this minority report be laid upon the table.

Comrade Beath, of Pennsylvania—

I would like to ask if-this point has been fully dwelt upon.
It is a measure of reparation. If this man was not in the
wrong, why should the United States make a reparation?

A Comrade—
Who says that?

Comrade Beath—
The Adjutant General of the army.

A Comrade— :
A mere ex parte statement of the Adjutant General of the
army, and not of any law officer, or—

Comrade Beath—

The Adjutant General of the army makes an ex parte state-
ment, and another Adjutant General makes a decision on the
other side. I put one Adjutant General against the other
Adjutant General.

We hear about the Supreme Court. I am not a lawyer;
but I know the whole land was thrilled with horror at a
decision of the Supreme Court—a great decision of the Supreme
Court—and the whole country was overturned in -order that
that decision might be overturned. (Applause.) You have
heard the decision of one of the officers of the government,
a famous lawyer of Philadelphia, an Attorney General of the
United States, quoted against poor Jim Kane. What was that
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decision? It was the decision given by order to keep Fitz John
Porter out of the position that his friends tried to get him
restored to. It is a political decision. I desire to say for the
Judge Advocate General that I believe he has entered upon
the duty of examining into this case with the due solemnity
that is required of a Judge Advocate General of this Grand
Army of the Republic. 1 believe he has gone into the cold
facts. But I believe, too, on the other hand, that this discharge
which is now given to Comrade Kane entitles him to admission
in the Grand Army of the Republic; (applause) and if this reso-
lution is not properly expressed, then we want to get the proper
resolution or the proper wording that will express our idea.

They say, why did he lay under this thing for fifteen years?
Let me answer that question. He -was a common working
man, an illiterate man. I have heard his colonel, with tears in
his eyes, say that in all his regiment there was not a man that
sprung forward any quicker to the charge with his regiment
than this poor man, James Kane. When he returned from
prison, with his mind partially broken down, and submitted
himself to these little fellows fresh from college, who had on
their shoulders new shoulder-straps, and who had never been
in sight of a rebel—when the poor man submitted himself to
these college boys, with all the discipline martinets could infuse
into a patrol camp, he broke away from them, and begged his
colonel, as his colonel told me, to get him back in some way to
his regiment—to have him properly exchanged, that he might
again take his place in the ranks of the soldier boys; but being
unable to do that, he broke for his home. What was his crime?
And lied about it. When he got there he wanted to stay longer
with his folks at home, and possibly he got to slipping around
with the boys, and imbibed too much out of somebody else’s
canteen. That was Kane’s crime, brought about by his posi-
tion in life. Some of us might have done better; but I believe
in my soul, if I had been in Jim Kane’s place in that patrol
camp, I would have been in Philadelphia by the earliest train.
Idon’t want to violate the laws of the Grand Army of the
Republic; but at the same time there are cases that are too
hard, judged by the cold letter of the law. If the Judge
Advocate General can point out any resolution which will
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restore Comrade James Kane to his Post, I beg him in God’s
name to get up that resolution, and let us adopt that resolution.

This is the whole case. He has a friend who had brought
him in, knowing all the facts, to the Grand Army of the
Republic. When he refused to enter the service of that friend,
and went off on the other side in favor of other men, that
friend brought out all the facts, upon which he had slept for
three years.

This case ought not to have been brought here. These
papers were never properly presented to the Department
Commander; they are all wrong. I tell you, my comrades,
when James Kane, if he thinks fit, takes the case from the
National Encampment into the courts of Philadélphia, I believe
that those courts will order that James Kane shall be restored
to the ranks of the Grand Army of the Republic. Let us get
this thing settled. You have the power, and you only have the
power, to set aside the decision of the Judge Advocate General;
yet I don’t want, as I say, to have it settled, and sweep these
safe-guards away, and wipe them all out, and allow every dis-
honorably dismissed man to come into the Grand Army of the
Republic. I want you lawyers to help us poor fellows out who
don’t know anything about law.

Comrade Wagner—

May I be be permitted to express surprise at some of the
sentiments and statements of comrades upon this floor. I
am thunder-struck, especially when 1 see comrades appealing to
the lowest possible sentiment that can be appealed to: a poor
man, and all that sort of thing, and assuming—I will not char-
acterize it with a hard word—a certain line of statement and
argument upon this case. I beg to repeat what I have already
said, that this case comes irregularly and illegally into this
Encampment. It has no business here. It has never been
properly tried by the Pennsylvania Departmental courts. And
the question which was not answered when I asked it a while
ago, I will answer it myself; that this case has never been con-
sidered by the Department of Pennsylvania. There was a
decision of the Judge Advocate of that Department. That
decision was referred to a committee, and that committee has
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never reported. It has been an ex parte case all the way
through. This man was dismissed by ex parte action; we are
told that he never was given any hearing. He was kept in by
a decision of the Judge Advocate, ex parte; he has never been
heard; and now you propose to put him back again, ex parte.
There is too much ex parte for me, not versed in the law on the
subject, which says that a decision can be appealed from to the
next higher authority, and the next highest authority to the
Department Commander is the Department Encampment, is
my understanding, with due respect for the chair, from whose
decision I shall not appeal when I am not sure I will not be sus-
tained, even when I am right. I simply suggest that I was
right after all, when I made a motion that this matter should
be remitted to the Department of Pennsylvania for a regular
legal hearing. Do you want another ex parte upon three or
four others? This is ex parte,and poor Jim Kane, (or poor Jim
anybody else) has been dismissed from the service, and has
never been tried—has been pushed back and forwards without
any opportunity to be heard. Why can’t you give this man a
trial?

Comrade Miller, of Pennsylvania—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I can get very sentimental, but I
would like to get right down to the actual application. I hold
in my hand his application for admission to the Post: “I have
never borne arms against the United States, and have never
been convicted by court martial of desertion, nor any other
infamous crime.” “How many times wounded—none.” ¢“Age
when wounded—blank.” That comrade has never been
wounded. I am a member of his Post; T have been a member
of it fourteen years, and I never heard mention of his having
been wounded.

Comrade Beath—
I want to ask the comrade a question: Did you get infor-
mation from his colonel in regard to the matter?

Comrade Miller— ‘
I got it from Kane himself. This is his application.

A Comrade—
I served with this man, and saw him wounded.
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Comrade Beath—
He didn’t read this paper right:

T the officers and members of Post No. 19, Dept. of Pennsylvania, G. A. R.:

I have the honor to apply for membership in your Post, basing my
application on the following facts: I amn 41 years of age, and was born
in Ireland. ~

I hold an application made to Post No. 19 in my hand.

—I now reside in Philadelphia, State of Pennsylvania, am by occupa-
tion—

The comrade read a false paper on the floor of this house.
Here it is, signed by James Kane. On the surgeon’s report
there is not a word ; it is blank. They would argue in favor—

Comrade Wagner—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I rise to a point of order. Itisin
violation of the Rules of this Grand Army for any comrade to
accuse any other of submitting a false paper.

Comrade Barnum, of New York—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—We have been very patient, and
disposed to be very just. By the agreed statement of both
sides, only ex parte action has been taken in the case of Com-
rade James Kane, of the Department of Pennsylvania. Our
Rules and Regulations protect the humblest comrade by a
court martial or a court of inquiry. Now, comrades, submit-
ting the resolution which I have in my hand to some of our
oldest and wisest comrades, I find their approval of what to me
seems a just solution of this question. I would remain as long
as the next comrade to do justice to the humblest comrade ; but
as I again repeat, only ex parte action has been had. It seems
to me, therefore, if this Encampment shall—

Resolve, That in the case of Comrade James Kane, Department of
Pennsylvania, the Commander of the Department be directed to order
a court of inquiry as to his. eligibility to membership in the Grand
Army, and that the findings of such court shall be submitted to the
Commander-in-Chief for final action.

We think it is justly proper under our rules; solves this
question, and I therefore offer this resolution, and on that move
the previous question.
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Comrade Vanderslice, of Pennsylvania—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I have no objection to the resolu-
tion before the Encampment, but on the other hand I do not
want the previous question called. On behalf of the Depart-
ment of Pennsylvania I thank the comrades from other
Departments who have sat so patiently and so kindly, listening
to this discussion. All that makes life dear to this man is
involved in this question ; and they will find a sufficient regard
in their own desire to do justice.

I do not desire to contest the argument of the Judge Advo-
cate General. I believe that as a general thing his law is cor-
rect ; but he has not had the facts before him to apply that law,
and therefore it is not entirely relevant. I desire to say this,
that if this man had had an opportunity to present his case,
the facts would be briefly these. This discussion has been so
lengthy, that I think the comrades ought to know briefly what
the facts of the case are. If charges had been preferred against
this man, and he could have had his day in court, he would have
established before that court this state of facts: He was one
of the men with Milroy at Winchester, and was wounded. He
would have told you that he was one of the men that covered
the rear in that fight; that he was captured, and that his prison
life made him a physical wreck. He came into a parole camp
before being exchanged, and from that took French leave —left
without leave—and he was summarily dismissed by a court of
young gentlemen who desired to do something to employ their
time. But the Judge Advocate General says, why did he not
do something? I say that that man was a wreck, and in the
hurly-burly of those times had no chance, and subsided—almost
. went out from the knowledge of his friends. Years afterwards,
not being recognized by his old wrongs, although there ‘was
one man in his Post that had been promoted to fill the very
position that he had been dismissed from, and knew all about
these things, he applied for admission.to his Post. His appli-
cation was not hurried through. It laid over for some weeks,
and then it was thought best to apply to the higher authorities
to know about the paper which said it was equivalent to an
honorable discharge, and is a measure of reparation. Then, in
the face of a decision of the Judge Advocate General of the
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Grand Army, which was at an Encampment before 1877, where
the Judge Advocate said if a man presents an honorable dis-
charge, no matter what the record says at Washington, he is
eligible to membership (that decision of the Judge Advocate
stood on our books as the law of the Grand Army of the Re-
public until reversed by the Judge Advocate General of the
Grand Army), the Judge Advocate General says the Adjutant
General of the Army cannotgive an honorable discharge. That
reminds me of a story of a man who was told that a certain
person couldn’t knock him down ; “but,” he said, “he did knock
me down yesterday.” And so he says the Adjutant General of
the Army of the United States couldn’t give him an honorable
discharge; but he did give him a paper which he issued as
being equivalent to an honorable discharge. He was admitted
to the Post, and became an active member of the Post—became
Post Commander. This man served with his Post until this
matter came up. Not only does the welfare of this comrade,
but the existence of a good Post in our Department depend
upon the action taken in this case.

If this comrade had had an opportunity, all the facts of his
case could have been brought out. This man has been charged
with no crime; he has had no trial, and no opportunity to pre-
sent evidence before the proper officers of this Order. There-
fore, I do trust, that whatever else is done, the report of the
majority will certainly not be adopted.

Comrade Lloyd, of Ohio—

I have given a good deal of consideration to this subject,
and I have taken pains to inquire, and I find the facts to be
that this comrade has already started upon the line of having
whatever wrong has been done to him righted, by the only
authoriF that can right that wrong, namely: the Congress of
the United States of America, the proper legislative power.
That man has already made application to Congress to have
that disability removed. That is the sovereign legislative
power of the land, and the only power that has the right to
decide that question and right that wrong. . It will be but a
very few months until Congress meets again, and such wrongs

never could be righted so easy as now. All this sympathy, in
19
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which I share as heartily as anyone, is misplaced sympathy. It
does great credit to your hearts; and if the proper course is
taken, equal credit will be done to your heads. He will then
come in, not by sufferance or by a dispensation from this
Encampment violating the rules, but he will come in the peer
of any comrade on this floor, and take his place alongside of you
and stand as he could not stand if he comes here, pleaded for by
his friends in this predicament in which he finds himself. This
comrade, it seems to me, has been in a very unfortunate posi-
tion, and the arguments which have been addressed to this
Encampment have been based upon a plea of sympathy for a
very poor man and for a brave soldier. You are all brave sol-
diers, and the most hereare poor men. That plea for sympathy
don’t apply ; for what has transpired here to-day? You have
shut the door with an iron clasp against men who for ten years
have been knocking at the door of this Encampment for admis-
sion, begging to be admitted here. Don’t open the door in
order to do that which can be a great deal better done for this
comrade in another way—Congress will right his wrong, then

- let him come in; and when he comes, he comes because he has

a right to come. This is but the abstract approval ofa legal
proposition which comrades from Pennsylvania, and men all
over this country admit to be sound law, but it is resisted
because there is an apparent hardship to a worthy comrade.

Comrade Beath—

I desire to be distinctly understood. When I stated that
Comrade Miller had a false paper in his hand, I didn’t accuse
him of knowingly offering a false paper. I don’t believe he
would be guilty of such a thing. I meant to convey this idea—
speaking pointedly—that he had an imperfect copy of an
original paper, and that I held in my hand the original, which
I thought perhaps he had. No one would believe that (‘mrade
Miller would be guilty of anything of the kind.

Comrade Barnum—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—An amended resolution which I now
propose to offer as a substitute, will answer Comrade Vander-
slice. I insist that I am right, but it is stated that steps have
been taken through Congress to right his wrongs; but I want
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to say that in the meantime that comrade may be called to
answer to the last roll call, and be placed beyond the reach of
justice and the enjoyment of the rights of membership in our
Order. Now, in order to solve this difficulty, I have amended
this resolution on the suggestion of some of the comrades who
were originally hostile. And itis to this purpose: no harm
can come to our grand organization if we act.temperately and
justly toward this humble comrade. And to that end I offer
this resolution in my hand, which I will take the liberty of
reading, as a substitute for the two reports:

Resolved, That in the case of James Kane, a dropped member of the
Department of Pennsylvania, all proceedings heretofore had in his case
be revoked, and that the Commander of the Department of Pennsyl-
vania be directed to order a court of inquiry as to his eligibility to mem-
bership of the Grand Army of the Republic, and that the findings of
such court shall be submitted to the Commander-in-Chief for final
action.

Comrade McNair, of-Delaware—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I rise to a point of order. The
majority report was submitted, and the minority report was
submitted. There was a motion made to adopt the minority
report, and there was another motion made to lay that motion
on the table—

The Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief—
That motion was withdrawn.

Comrade Barnum—
CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—Under the rulings of the chair—

Comrade McNair—
I rise to a point of order. As this comrade can only sub-
stitute a motion of which it is the basis— ’

\

Comrade Barnum—
The resolution reads as follows :

‘“ Resolved, That in the case of James Kane, a dropped member of
the Department of Pennsylvania, all proceedings heretofore had in his
case be revoked, and that the Commander of the Department of Penn-
sylvania be directed to order a court of inquiry,” ete.
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Then this comrade has an opportunity for proof, and can
have an attorney to take care of his case, and no ex parte action
will be taken. We thereby, under- that resolution, proceed
under the Rules and Regulations of the Grand Army of the
Republic. It is claimed that the proceedings already had were
arbitrary and ex parte; it is therefore proper for us to take this
action. And I make the motion with all respect to the Com-
mander-in-Chief and the Judge Advocate General, whom I have
consulted on this resolution.

Comrade Harper—
I accept this resolution, in lieu of the motion to adopt the
minority report.

Comrade Kay, of New York—
Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief—

Comrade Barnum—

I have not yielded the ﬂoor I believe I am justified, and
I think every comrade will thank me for moving the previous
question.

Comrade Kay—

I rise to a point of order. I do not intend to take any
part in this discussion, but I will simply say this: that the Com-
mander-in-Chief of the Grand Army of the Republic has issued
his order; that order is law, and the only way in which you
can change it is by an appeal from his decision to this Encamp-
ment.

The Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief—
I shall overrule your point of order.

Comrade Storrie—
There have been some statements in this National Encamp-
ment about—

Comrade Wagner—
I rise to a point of order—

Comrade Storrie—

This matter not coming up properly to the Commander-
in-Chief, and I would like to ask the General whether that is
true?
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Comrade Wagner—
That is a reflection on the—

Comrade Storrie—
If the case has been properly submitted, it is a reflection.
We can appeal to the Commander-in-Chief to—

Comrade Wagner—

Why, it is not so. I am not going to allow the Comman-
der-in-Chief to put himself in that position. We do not charge
that it was improperly before him. .

Judge Advocate General Austin—
It was received directly from Department Headquarters.

The resolution of Comrade Barnum was adopted.

Commander-in-Chief Kountz—

It has been stated here time and again that this case has
never come properly to the Commander-in-Chief. I submit
that it has. I would like to have the statement of Comrade
Beath upon that point.

Comrade Beath—

We say that it didn't come before the Department Com-
mander. The papers were all wrong, and they ought not to
have been forwarded to the Commander-in-Chief ; but when the
Commander-in-Chief got them, he hadn’t anything else to do
but to pass on the case.

The report of the Committee upon the report of the Judge
Advocate General, as amended by the resolution of Comrade
Barnum, was adopted.

Comrade Kay, of New York— ‘

I moved that a committee of five be appointed by this En-
campment to call the attention of the President and the heads
of the Departments to the matters referred to in the Veterans’
Rights Union resolution: I would like to move that that com-
mittee be extended by adding to it the Past Commander-in-
Chief and the Commander-in-Chief, with two other comrades,
making nine in all, in order that they may have a quorum at
most any time.

The motion was adopted.
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Comrade Miller, of Pennsylvania—

I wish to ask this question: Comrade Kane's name was
dropped, and by Special Order No. 14, Department of Pennsyl-
vania, dated March 23, signed by the Department Commander
and Adjutant General, which was read in our Post, the order
dropping him was rescinded, after his case had been forwarded
to the National Encampment. That comrade visited our Post,
under that order of the Department Commander, and paid me
one dollar at that time. I don’t know what to do with it.

Comrade Brown, of Ohio—

ComMANDER-IN-CHIEF—There are some matters that have
been referred to the Committee on Rules and Regulations upon
which we desire to report: The first comes from Theodore
Winthrop Post, Department of Massachusetts, under the date
of February 12, 1885:

Resolved, That the delegates to the National Encampment be re-
quested to present the following resolution :

That no comrade be admitted to meeting of the Grand Army of
the Republic without having on the G. A. R. badge.

We are of the opinion that the wearing of the badge should be
general, but we cannot recommend its adoption in our laws at this
time.

The report of the committee was concurred in.
The committee continued its report.

From Alexander Post No. 158, Piqua, Ohio:

Resolved, That the members of this Post urge upon the National
Encampment to meet June next at Portland, Maine, thre necessity of
extending the membership to include the sons of members, and that
the Post urge the delegate from this part of the Department to present
the subject, and make an effort to secure such change in the ﬁegula—
tions as shall make them eligible.

‘We report, no.
The report of the committee was concurred in.

The committece continued its report:

A communication from A. B. Sturges Post, No. 73, Department of
Michigan, in which the author objects to the use of Grand Army of the
Republic emblems in a saloon, has been referred to us. The practice
should be strongly condemned.

The report of the committee was adopted.
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The committee continued: 4
From the Department of the Potomac:

Resolved, That the officers of the National and Department En-
campments, as well as the Posts, be increased by one to be known as
the Historian of those bodies.

We cordially approve the object sought to be obtained by this
resolution, but we helieve that Posts and Departments can provide for
it, and do not approve the proposed increase of officers.

The recommendation of the committee was concurred in.

\
Comrade Brown—

Here is another communication from the Department of
Massachusetts recommending certain changes in the by-laws.

The committee report adversely.
The report of the committee was adopted.

Comrade Brown—

From the Department of Minnesota comes a request that
Comrade George II. Johnson be placed upon the rolls as Past
Department Commander of that Department. -Allow me to say
that the Assistant Adjutant General of the Department has
stated to us and to the Encampment, I believe, that the proper
papers, as required by the Encampment, have been forwarded
to the Adjutant General, but he has not as yet received them:
they have probably reached Toledo during his absence. We
report that when the proper papers in the case are found, and
upon examination prove to be correct, that the Commander-
in-Chief be authorized to place the name of George II. John-
son, Past Department Commander of Minnesota, on the rolls
of the Encampment.

The recommendation of the committee was concurred in.

Comrade Brown—

Here is a memorandum probably sent in by the Depart-
ment of Kansas, asking that Comrade Kilpatrick and John A.
Martin, Past Departmeni: Commanders, be restored to the rolls.
There are no papers submitted, as required by the Rules and
Regulations, and the committee report: “We cannot act in
the case because of the absence of the papers.”

The report of the committee was adopted.
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Comrade Hazzard, of Pennsylvania—
CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I offer the following :

Resolved, That the artist be requested to sketch a Grand Army
badge on the left lapel of the coat in the portrait of General Grant to
be presented through this Encampment to Mrs. Grant.

Adopted.

Comrade Barnum, of New York—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I desire to offer this resolution to
provide for the proper recognition of any member of the Na-
tional Encampment who may die:

Resolved, That in the case of the death of any member of the Na-
tional Encampment, a memorial page for such deceased member shall
be printed in the proceedings of the next succeeding National Encamp-
ment, with portrait of the deceased member, provided such portrait can
be obtained without expense to the National Encampment; and the
Commander-in- Chief may permit such memorial page to be printed in
future reports, for any deceased former member under such provisions.

The last part of it is intended to cover our Past Department
Commander, the gallant, chivalrous friend and soldier, whose
death occasioned the greatest loss New York has ever had,
General James McQuade.

The resolution was adopted.

Comrade Merrill, of Massachusetts—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I move that the report of the Pen-
sion Committee, yesterday laid on the table until after action
by the Committee on Resolutions, be now taken from the table.

The report was taken from the table, and on motion of
Comrade Merrill, adopted.

Comrade W. R. Manning, of Towa—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—In behalf of the officers and dele-
gates of this Department, I ask leave to contradict a vile
slander that has been published in a paper in Boston, stating
that our delegation is dissatisfied with the reception they have
received in this city. On the contrary, we are entirely satisfied,
and have passed resolutions signed by the entire delegation to
that effect. 'We wish the report to be corrected.
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Commander-in-Chief Kountz resumed the chair.

The Commander-in-Chief appointed as the two additional
members of the Committee on Veteran’s Rights Union, aside
from himself and the Commander-in-Chief elect, Comrades
Edgar Allen, of Virginia, and Ira M. Hedges, of New York.

General Orders No. 18, the last order of Commander-in-
Chief Kountz, was then read. It is as follows:

HEADQUARTERS GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC,
PorTLAND, MAINE, June 25, 1885, }
GENERAL ORDERS, '

No. 18. }

In surrendering the command you placed in my hands one year
ago, it is done with a heart full of gratitude for the courteous treatment,
the generous sympathy, and the abiding confidence which have been
extended to me. Such consideration, born only of that comradeship
which characterizes our organization, has lightened the duties of this
honorable trust, sweetened its memories, and made deeper and more
enduring the love borne for the Order.

Comrade 8. S. Burdett, who has been elected to serve you as Com-
mander-in-Chief for the ensuing year, has long been recognized as one
of the most able, devoted, and earnest of our members, and, in deliver-
ing to him the symbol of authority, the same cordial support and con-
fidence extended to me are invoked for him.

By coMmanDp oF JOHN 8. KOUNTZ,
Commander-in-Chief.

W. W. ALCORN,
Adjutant (Feneral.

Comrade Beath, of Pennsylvania—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I move that the thanks of the
National Encampment be tendered to the Senior Vice Com-
mander-in-Chief and to the Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief
for their great assistance at this Encampment, and to the other
retiring officers of this Encampment.

The motion was carried unanimously.

Comrade Wells, of Michigan—

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF — The Council of Administration
desires to submit the following from its Committee on Trans-
portation, and to move the adoption of the resolutions:
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PorTLAND, MAINE, June 24, 1885.
To the Officers and Members of the Nineteenth Annuul Encampment, G. A. R.:

WHEREAS, A resolution was adopted by the Executive Committee
of the Council of Administration, of the Grand Army of the Republic,
held at Toledo, on the 12th day of October 1884, which said resolution
requested the Commander-in-Chief to appoint a Committce on Trans-
portation to the Nineteenth Annual Encampment, to be held at Port-
land, Maine, on the 24th and 25th days of June, A. D. 1885; and

‘Waereas, The Commander-in-Chief did appoint as the said com-
mittee, Comrades Samuel Wells, J. M. Hall, J. C. Linehan, Thomas J.
Stewart and J. G. Everest; and

‘WaERreas, The said Committee on Transportation received the
hearty support of the officers of nearly all of the different railroad and
steamship corporations throughout the United States and Canada, in
the shape of reduced rates of fare and extraordinary facilities for
the transportation of the comrades of the Grand Army of the Republic
and their families to this Encampment; and

WHEREAS, the undersigned committee were appointed by a reso-
lution adopted by the National Council of Administration on this the
24th day of June, 1885—

We, the committee, have the honor to submit the following reso-
lution for your favorable consideration. Therefore be it

Resolved, That a vote of thanks of this Encampment be extended
to the general passenger agents of the railroad and steamship corpora-
tions who have favored our officers, delegates and comrades and their
families with reduced rates of fare and extraordinary facilities for trans-
portation to our Nineteenth Annual Encampment; and more expressly
do we desire to present our expressions of thanks to the following
named railroad companies, viz:

The Union and Central Pacific.

Denver and Rio Grande.

Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe,
Missouri Pacific.

Oregon Steam Navigation Transportation Company.
Northern Pacific.

St. Paul and Manitoba.

St. Paul, Minneapolis and Omaha.
‘Wisconsin Central.

Burlington, Cedar Rapids and Northern.
Chicago, Burlington and Quincy.
Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul.
Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific.
Chicago and Northwestern.

‘Wabash, St. Louis and Pacific.
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Chicago and Alton.

Illinois Ceantral.

Pittsburg, Cincinnati and St. Louis.
Louisville, New Albany and Chicago.
Chicago and Eastern 1llinois.
Cincinnati Southern.

Louisville and Nashville.

Baltimore and Ohio.

Michigan Central.

Pittsburg, Ft. Wayne and Chicago.
Lake Shore and Michigan Southern.
Chicago and Grand Trunk.

Grand Trunk (of Canada.)
Pennsylvania Company (West of Pittsburg.)
Cincinnati, Hamilton and Dayton.
Wheeling and Lake Erie.

Bee Line Railroad.

Nickel Plate.

New York Central.

Boston and Albany.

Fitchburg.

Central Vermont.

Grand Trunk of Maine.

Maine Central.

Flint and Pere Marquette.

Boston and Maine.

Hoosac Tunnel Route.

New York and West Shore Line.
Portland and Ogdensburg.

Boston and Lowell.

Passumpsic.

Southeastern.

Canadian Pacific.

All of which we respectfully submit.
[Signed by the Committee.]

‘The report was accepted, and the resolution unanimously
adopted.

The following comrades were elected members of the Coun-
cil of Administration:

Arkansas. . « « .« - o e oo .- Tromas Borrs, Fort Smith.
California. . . . . . . . . . . . Warter H. Houmes, San Francisco.
Colorado « - « + « « « o v o 0. GEORGE ADY, Denver.

Connecticut. . . . . . . . . . . W. G. GALLAGER, Meriden.
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Dakota. . . . . . ....... W. V. Lucas, Chamberlain. i
Delaware. . . . . .. ... .. G. W. King, Wilmington. ‘
Florida. . . . . .. ... ... J. De V. Hazzarp, Eustis.

Gulf . .. ... ........ HEexnry ScHORTEN, Baton Rouge, La.
IHinois. . . . ... ... ... R. F. WiLson, Chicago. R
Indiana. . . ... ... .... CHARLES A. ZoLLINGER, Fort Wayne.
Iowa. . . . . ... ... ... L. 8. TyLer, Keokuk.

Kansas. . . . . .. .. . ... B. R. Hoa1n, Belleville.

Kentucky. . . . . . . ... .. ‘WiLLiam Bowman, Tolesborough.
Maine. . . . . . . . . ... .. SaMueL W. LANE, Augusta.
Massachusetts, . . . . . . . .. James F. MeEcH, Lynn.

Maryland. . . . . .. ... .. TaoMAs L. MaTTHEWS, Baltimore.
Michigan . . . . . . . ... .. HEenNrY S. DEAN, Ann Arbor.
Minnesota. . . . . . . . . . . . PERRY STARKWEATHER, St. Paul.
Missouri . . . . . . . . .. .. J. 8. SteRRETT, St. Joseph.

Montana . . . « . . . o« .. . . Era C. Warers, Glendive.

Nebraska . . . . . . . . . ... J. 0. WesT, Grand Island.

New Hampshire. . . . . . . .. ALrFreD E. EMERY, Penacook.

New Jersey. . . . . . « . . .. JorN F. Loverr, Trenton.

New Mexico, . . . . . . . . .. ‘W. N. Smitn, Albuquerque.

New York. . . . . . . .. ... Josepa L. FoLLETT, Brooklyn.

Ohio . . . . « .« .« o o ... J. W. O’NEaLL, Lebanon.

Oregon . . . « « « v o 0w .o GEeorgE C. SEARs, Portland.
Pennsylvania. . . . . . . . .. SaMUEL HARPER, Pittsburg.

Potomac . . . . . . . .. - .. Cnas. H. INngraM, Washington, D. C.
RhodeIsland . . . . . . . . . . ‘WiLLiam D. Mason, Providence.
Tennessee and Georglu ..... Epwarp 8. JonEs, Nashville.

Texas. . - * * * « « « « . “. . .H. W.Nyg, Fort Worth.

Utah. . . .« . .« o o v v C. A. Woop, Salmon City, Idaho.
Vermont . . . « « « « « o . .. D. L. MoraaN, Rutland.

Virginia. . . . . . . . ... .. JouN W. BoyntoN, Hampton.
Washington Territory. . . . . . O. B. JorNsoN, Seattle.

West Virginia. . . . . . . . .. S. F. Smaw, Parkersburg

Wisconsin. . . . . . . . . . .. Ww. 8. STANLEY, JR., Milwaukee.
The Commander-in-Chief—

Comrades, we will now proceed to the installation of the
officers-elect of the National Encampment; and as my throat
and voice are in such a condition that it is with difficulty that
I can speak, I will ask Past Commander -in-Chief Wagner to
perform that duty.

Past Commander-in-Chief Wagner—

The Adjutant General will call the roll of the officers-elect

of the National Encampment.
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The Adjutant General thereupon called the roll of the
officers-elect of the National Encampment, who were duly
installed, and resumed the duties of their respective positions,
as follows:

Commander-in-Chief . . . . . Comrade Samuel S. Burdett.
Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief ¢ Seldon Connor.-
Junior ¢ “ “oow “ John R. Lewis.
Surgeon General . . . .. .. “ J. C. Tucker.
Chaplain-in-Chief . . . . . . . “ L. H. Stewart.

Comrade Barnum, of New York—
CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—I move that this Encampment do
now close without form.

Commander-in-Chief Burdett—

Comrades, you have heard this motion, that this Encamp-
ment do now close without form ; but before putting that ques-
tion, I shall request you to tarry for one single moment for a
purpose which I will announce. Comrades of the Grand Army,
it is always proper to remember that we are the creatures of
and to give thanks to One above us, Whose watchful care is over
us all. I will therefore now take the liberty of calling upon the
Chaplain-in-Chief to dismiss us with the Divine blessing.

The Encampment then closed without form, and was dis-
missed with the benediction by the Chaplain-in-Chief.

I certify the foregoing to be a true report of the proceed-
ings of the Nineteenth National Encampment, held at Port-
land, Maine, June 24 and 25, 1885.

W e o

Adjutant General.



IN MEMORIAM.
COMRADE WINSOR B. SMITH.’

BORN AT BRIDGETON, MAINE, '1842.

Enlisted August, 1862, as a Private in Co. K, 1st Maine Cav-
alry. Discharged August 1st, 1865, as Quartermaster Sergeﬁnt.
Participated in seventeen engagements; was taken prisoner
at the siege of Petersburg in September, 1864, and paroled
March 5th, 1865.

He was a charter member of Bosworth Post, No. 2, and
served his Post as Officer of the Day, Officer of the Guard,
Junior Vice Commander, Senior Vice Commander, and Post
Commander, and at the 12th Annual Encampment of Maine
held January, 1879, was elected Department Commander.

DIED IN PORTLAND, JUNE 24, 1885,

Alt. 43




GENERAL JAMES McQUADE.
Died March 25th, 188s, Aged 56 Years.

His gallant record as a soldier is recorded in the
archives of our Government.,

His grand and loving personality is recorded in the
hearts of his many friends.
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UNOFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS.

From the Portland Daily Press, June 24.

Yesterday was a great day in Portland. There never was
one like it before—there will probably be none approaching it
in magnitude for years to come. Up to a late hour Monday
night, arrivals poured in on every train, and even yesterday
morning people continued to come from abroad, while every
country road leading into the Forest City, was filled with
farmers’ wagons from all the territory 'round about. Long
before the hour of the grand parade, some of the streets were
blocked with a mass of humanity which was restlessly moving
about or frantically endeavoring to find a comfortable place to
view the parade. The rain of Monday laid the dust and cooled
the atmosphere so that yesterday’s weather was simply per-
fection. By nine o’clock navigation on the walks of the lead-
ing thoroughfares was almost impossible and he whose business
compelled him to attempt the streets was left only the alterna-
tive of taking to the side avenues on the southern side of the
city. At ten o’clock it was impossible to move in some of the
lower sections of the city. Ivery point of vantage was secured.
Windows in many cases commanded a high premium. Where
the residences on the route of procession were provided with
balconies they were filled with the lady friends of the owners.
On State street as the procession approached, 1,200 school girls,
clad in white and waving banners, welcomed the veterans with
patriotic songs. The beautiful lawns on this street, which stretch
to the curb, were protected by wooden platforms and these in
turn were filled with chairs for the accommodation of the
ladies.

An account of the parade will be found elsewhere. It may
be said that the route was three and one-third miles long, and

the procession was two hours and thirty-seven minutes passing
20
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a given point, including halts, or two hours without halts. The
men marched at a quick step, and it is estimated that 23,000
men were in line, while 7,000 reviewed the procession. It was
a splendid pageant and one that will not soon be forgotten.
The music of the thirty-eight bands and forty drum corps, the
varied uniforms of the different commands; the superb ban-
ners; the torn battle flags—for several were carried in the
ranks—made this an event to live in the memory, even if it
was not the only time the general spectator will ever see such
a gathering of these old veterans who saved the nation’s life,
as they proudly marched along beneath the starry folds of the
old flag for which they endured so many hardships—many of .
them marching together for the last time until they join the
Grand Army above.

ON THE CAMP GROUND,

Monday night on the camp ground was by no means one
of rest and quiet. The meeting of old friends and talking over
again of war times and of old comrades, drove all thoughts of
sleep out of the minds of many. Some stretched themselves
out upon their straw beds and tried to get a little sleep, but
six in a bed was evidently too many for any such thing to be
done, and from the sounds of laughter which came from a tent
here and there, plainly showed that much of the boy remains
in the man. At one place several tents were upset by these
jolly veterans. Others collected here and there in groups or
walked up and down the promenade talking or searching for
some, old comrade.

All night long the sound of music washeard as the coming
veterans were escorted to their quarters. As soon as these
were reached, into the tents were tossed the rolled up blankets
and the well filled carpet bag—*“ Where can I getsome grub,”
was the first question; and soon they were scattered.

The sun rose from behind the Islands and ushered in a
glorious day, and nothing could have put these veterans into
better spirits. Early in the morning they started for down
town or toward some restaurant to fill the inner man. As the
morning proceeded, the crowd upon the grounds began to
increase rapidly.
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N

Thé morning was passed in various ways. Some stretched
themselves upon the hill below the camp, and watched the
harbor or observed the superior drilling of the veterans.

At 10:30 A. M. three guns were fired and the divisions
started to take their positions on the streets designated. The
officers soon followed. Soon after the camp was almost deserted,
only a few remaining behind.

The head of the returning procession reached camp at 2
o’clock. Many of the Posts had dropped out, having quarters
down town. The last Post came at a quarter of four o’clock.
With them came in crowded horse cars and wagons or on foot,
many who had watched the procession. Soon the camp was
thronged with people and carriages. The veterans tired with
their long tramp remained about their tents or sought some
amusement near at hand.

In consequence of the heavy air and evident spirit of rest-
lessness, the camp-fire on the right, in Camp U. S. Grant, was
abandoned. Mr. A. A. Nickerson, Inspector Department of
Maine, G. A. R., announced that there would be no speeches,
but suggested that if any of the comrades there present would
contribute either speech or song for the entertainment of those
assembled, they might organize an impromptu camp-fire. There
were numerous responses from comrades in the way of recita-
tions and speeches.

Viewed from the elevated site of General Beal’s headquar-
ters, last evening’s display of fire works was especially inter-
esting, though the exhibition was far less elaborate than
intended, owing to the prevalence of a high wind and sea. The
promenade was rife with veterans, civilians and ladies, while
the tented field presented a grand picture beneath the inter-
mediate line of electric lights. Rockets and candles were first
sent off, and later, lights were burned and mines exploded.
Thousands of people assembled before the headquarters, en-
tered into the spirit of the occasion when the display was varied
by the choicest works, and at times they testified to their
‘appreciation by loud applause.

AT OLD ORCHARD.

A few minutes after eleven Tuesday night, the long ex-
pected excursion train rolled into the station, with the Western
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delegations. The companies quietly found their way to the
various hotels where they had becn assigned quarters. The
largest part of the company came from Illinois, Colorado, Mich-
igan, Ohio and Rhode Island. Iarly yesterday morning the
station was crowded with people ready to board each incoming
train for Portland. The boys in blue were all refreshed with
their night's rest, and in good spirits, but about 5 . u., they
began to return with looks which plainly betrayed a hard day’s
march. They all reported a “big time,” and seemed well satis-
fied with the day’s work.

THE PROCESSION.

Bright and early the different organizations that were to
take part in the grand parade were up and moving. Those
who had quarters down town formed at an early hour and
marched to the camp ground where those in camp were formed
in line or marching to their assigned positions. For an hour
or two there was much marching and counter-marching of the
various organizations, but with little friction the formations
were finally completed and everybody awaited the boom of the
cannon which was to start the great procession.

A few minutes after eleven o’clock the gun sounded and
the first division started. The start was made 8o near on time
that for a while there was plenty of opportunity to witness the
passage without the usual crowding, an accompaniment of all
pageants, but before the first division had been under way
fifteen minutes every availahle spot was secured by the anxious
crowd that had filled Portland’s streets almost since daylight.

The entire affair from the start to the finish was a grand
success. The immense line stretching completely across the
city was so skillfully unwound by General Beal and his able
corps of assistants, that not the slightest friction occurred.
The Grand Army men were delichted. They had feared that
the turnout would be so great that there would be delays and
hitches, as is not unusual with great affairs of this kind, but as
stated above, the efforts of the General were so carefully
directed that the largest parade of Grand Army men ever
held in this country passed off in a most delightful manner.
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ORDER OF PARADE.

Platoon of Police under command of Benjamin F. Andrews, City Mar-
shal of Portland.
Chandler’s Band.

Company M, Fourth United States Artillery, Licut. C. P. Miller, com-
manding ; Lieut. H. R. Anderson, Lieut. J. T. French.
Escorting,

George L. Beal, Chief Marshal.

Headquarters flag—yellow.

Starr—Benjamin D. Murray, Chief of Staff; George M. Seiders, Adju-
tant General ; Caleb N. Lang, Assistant Adjutant General ; Isaac S.
Bangs, Quartermaster; Frank G. Stevens, Commissary; Andrew
M. Benson, Assistant Commissary ; Aides-de-Camp, Holman S.
Melcher, John D. Andrews, George H. Abbott, John D. Williams.

FIRST DIVISION.

Color—Blue with star.
Band.

First Battery Light Artillery Maine Volunteer Militia as Infantry—
Captain, George W. Proctor, commanding; First Lieuts., Daniel
Guptil, Oren T. Despeaux; Second Lieuts., Michael T. Moriarty,
Frank O. Stanwood.

Escorting,

The Honorable Frederick Robie, Governor of Maine.

GovERNOR’S STAFF—DBrig. Gen. Samuel J. Gallagher, Adjutant General;
Brig. Gen. John T. Richards, Inspector General; Col Augustus C.
Hamlin, Surgeon General ; Col. Frederick W. Guptill, Judge Advo-
cate General ; Col. Samuel N Campbell, Commissary General ; Col.
Charles C. Burrill, Assistant Quartermaster General ; Col. Enoch C.
Farrington, Inspector of Rifle Practice.

A1DEs-DE-CAMP—Col. Frank D. Pullen, Licut. Colq Wm. A. R. Booth-
by, Williard B. King, Albert B Nealley, William F. Boardman, J.
Frank Hayden, Ruel T. McLellan, Frank C. Knight; Major George
E. Doyle, Military Secretary.

FIRST BRIGADE.

Mame Volunteer Militia—Brigadier General J. Marshal Brown, com-

manding.

Srarr—Major Henry M. Sprague, Assistant Adjutant General ; Major
Frederick H. Strickland, Brigade Inspector; Captain Sterling Dow,
Quartermaster; Captain W. W. Whitmarsh, Commissary; Aides-
de-Camp, Captain Appleton H. Plaisted, Captain Charles D. Clark,
Lieutenant Sedgewick Hyde.

Second Regiment Band.
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Second Regiment, M. V. M.—Col. Henry L. Michell, commanding;
Lieut. Col. Nathan C. Stowe, Major Wm. F. Harding, First Lieut.
and Adjutant, Olin L. Bridge, First Lieut. and Quartarmaster,
Frank L. Greeley, Major and Surgeon, Eugene F. Sanger, First
Lieuts. and Assisting Surgeons, Frederick C. Thayer, William A.
Bumps.

Co. A—Crosby Guards, Hampden—Captain W. W. Emerson, Lieuten-

ants A. A. Pomeroy, F. G. Whitney.

Co. B—Hersey Light Infantry, Oldtown—Captain James Doyle, Lieu-

tenants R. H. Wing and F. C. Ahorn.

Co. C—Dexter Light Infantry, Dexter—Captain D. W. McCrillis, Lieu-

tenants E. H. Durgan and E. E. Hale.

Co. D—Nealey Rifles, Lewiston—Lieutenants, W.R. Stevens and W. A.

. GOSSo\
Co. E—Skowhegan Light Infantry—Captain H. M. Weston, Lieuten-
. ants A. York and M. W. Dennis.

Co. F—Dorsty Guards, Dover—Captain J. B. Peaks, Lieutenants A. L.
Parsons and W. C. Woodbury.

Co. G—Jameson Guards, Bangor—Captain J. F. Maloney; Lieutenants,
J. F. Ford and T. E. Murray.

Co. H—Waterville Light Infantry, Waterville—Captain R. L. Proctor;

Lieutenants, W. Vaughan and C. D. Sayward.

COMPANIES OF RESERVE MILITIA.

Bath Light Infantry—Captain Henry S. Stetson, commanding ; Second
Lieutenant, Wm. R. Ballou.

Yarmouth Rifles—Captain Ferdinand B. Merrill, commanding; First
Lieutenant, Frank A. Pendexter; Second Lieutenant, Herbert A.
Merrill. :

Portland Cadets—Captain Fred H. York, commanding; First Lieut.,

Daniel W. Heseltine ; Second Lieut., Harry G. Eastman.
‘First Regiment Band.

First Regiment—Col. John J. Lynch, commanding; Lieutenants, Col.
Edward H. Ballard, Major Benjamin T. Hill; First Lieutenant and
Adjutant, Edwin C. Milliken ; First Lieutenant and Quartermaster,
Charles A. Perry; Major and Surgeon, Wallace K. Oakes; First
Lieutenant and Assisfant Surgeon, Frank P. Scully.

Co. A—Portland Light Infantry, Portland—Captain B. A. Norton;

Lieutenants, C E. Homes and George A. Dow.
Co. B—Portland Mechanic Blues—Captain C. W. Davis; Lieutenants,
J. T. Jason and J. L. Tryon.
Co. C—Auburn Light Infantry—Captain F. H. Storah; Lieutenants,
0. C. Moore and F. L. Edgewoods. )
Co. D—Norway Light Infantry—Lieutenants, E. R. Jordan and F. D.

Briggs.
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Co. E—Portland Montgomery Guards—Captain J. J. Gallagher; Lieuts.,
J. J. Hankard and E. E. Philbrook.

Co. F—Capitol Guards, Augusta—Captain W. 8. Choate, Lieutenants,
George Doughtyand E. K. Bean.

Co. G—Blddeford Light Infantry—Captain C. E..Hoyt, Lieutenants G.
‘W. Bryant and Timothy Elliott.

Co. H—Richards Light Infantry, Gardiner—Captain E. A. Southard,

Lieutenant A. G. Moody.

Invited Guests in Carriages.

Dahlgren Post, No. 2, of Boston—Arthur Neilson,. Post Commander,
commanding.
Escorting,
The Commander-in-Chief of the Grand Army of the Republic—
) John 8. Kountz.
Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief—John P. Rea.
Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief—Ira E. Hicks,
Chaplain-in-Chief—T. M. Shanafelt.

THE OFFICIAL STAFF,

Adjutant General W. W. Alcorn.
Quartermaster General John Taylor.
Judge Advocate General D. R. Austin.
Inspector General O. A Janes.
Senior Aide-de-Camp R. H. Cochran.
Aides-de-Camp.

Veteran Generals mounted and in carriages.

SECOND DIVISION. ~

Color—Red.
Band.

Department of Maine, under command of James A. Hall, Depart-

ment Commander.

Srarr—Lorenzo B. Hill, Assistant Adjutant General ; B. F. Beals, Assis-
tant Quartermaster General ; A. A. Nickerson, Assistant Inspector
General ; D. Horace Holman, Chief Mustering Officer ; H. H. Bur-
bank, Assistant Judge Advocate General.

Posts of Department of Maine in Nine Divisions.
Band.
Veteran Association of different States.
Band.
Sixty-six children from the Military and Naval Orphan Asylum at Bath,
: as wards of the Department of Maine, in carriages, under care of
Col. Charles B. Merrill, President of the Board of Trustees.
Disabled Soldiers in Carriages.
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THIRD DIVISION.

Color—White.
DEPARTMENT OF MASSACHUSETTS.

John W. Hersey, Department Commander, commanding; Senior Vice
Commander, Richard F. Tobin and E. McKay, Commander 2nd
Massachusetts; Medical Director, Walter H. Leighton; Chaplain,
Rev. E. A. Perry.

Official Staff—~ Assistant Adjutant Gencral Alford C. Munroe; Assistant
Quartermaster General, W. W. Scott; Inspector, B. Read Wuales;
Judge Advocate, Henry Winn; Chicf Mustering Officer, Chas. Fay.

Band.
Department Colors.
Drum Corps.

E. K. Wilcox Post, 16, Springfield, August 9, 1867, 150 men, Charles T1.
Allison, Commander, escort to Department Commander, John W.
Hersey and staff.

Past Department Commanders.
Delegates to the Encampment.
Posts of Department of Maine in Eight Battalions.
Rochester Cornet Band.
Department of Illinois—William W. Berry, Commander. J. L. Ben-
nett, Assistant Adjutant General.
Band.
Posts of the Grand Army of the Republic.
Department of lowa—Wm. R. Manning, Department Commander. W.
Townsend, Assistant Adjutant General.
Band.
Posts of the Grand Army of the Republic.
Department of Wisconsin—James Davidson, Commander. Philip
Cheek, Jr., Assistant Adjutant General. :
Posts of the Grand Army of the Republic.
Department of Indiana—David N. Foster, Commander. Robt. Stratten,
Assistant Adjutant General.
Posts of the Grand Army of the Republic.
Department of Kansas—Milton Stewart, Commander. L. N. Wood-
cock, Assistant Adjutant General.
Posts of the Grand Army of the Republic.
Department of Pennsylvania—Austin Curtin, Commander. ThomasJ.
Stewart, Assistant Adjutant General.
Band.
Posts of the Grand Army of the Republic.
Department of Ohio—R. B. Brown, Commander. H. A. Axline, Assis-
tant Adjutant General.
Posts of the Grand Army of the Republic.
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Department of New York—H. Clay Hill, Commander. -O. P. Clark,
Assistant Adjutant General.
Band.
Posts of the Grand Army of the Republic.
Department of Connecticut—Frank O. Sloat, Commander. W. H.
Stowe, Assistant Adjutant General.
Band. .
Posts of the Grand Army of the Republic.
Department of New Jersey—H. M. Nevius, Commander. John L.
‘Wheeler, Assistant Adjutant General.
Band.
Posts of the Grand Army of the R>public.
Department of Virginia—H. De B. Clay, Commander. Wm. P. Sands,
Assistant Adjutant General.
Posts of the Grand Army of the Republic.
Department of California—B. H. Warficld, Commander. W. R. Lunsd-
burg, Assistant Adjutant General.
" Band.
Posts of the Grand Army of the Republic.
Department of New Mexico—J. J. Fitzgerrell, Commander. John C.
Bromagan, Assistant Adjutant General.

FIFTH DIVISION.

Color—Red and White.

Commanded by W. L. Greenleaf, Department Commander of Vermont.
James P. Scully, Assistant Adjutant General; E. H. Putnam, Aide-
de-Camp. :

Band.
Department of Vermont—W. L. Greenleaf, Commander.
Posts of Grand Army of the Republic.
Department of the Potomac—Newton M. Brooks, Commander. John
Cameron, Assistant Adjutant General.
Posts of the Grand Army of the Republic.
Department of Maryland—Frank M. Smith, Commander. Thomas L.
Matthews, Assistant Adjutant General.
Posts of the Grand Army of the Republic.
Department of Nebraska—A. V. Cole, Commander. 8. J. Shirley,
Asgistant Adjutant General.
Posts of the Grand Army of the Republic.
Department of Michigan—Charles D. Long, Commander. O. F. Lock-
head, Assistant Adjutant General.
Band.
Posts of the Grand Army of the Republic.
Department of .Rhode Island—E. A. Cory, Commander. E. H. Jenks,
Assistant Adjutant General.
Band.
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Posts of the Grand Army of the Republic.
Department of Colorado—A. V. Bohn, Commander. F. R. Miller, As-
sistant Adjutant General.
Department of Minnesota—R. A. Ricker, Commander. H. A. Norton,
Assistant Adjutant General.
Band.
Department of Delaware—J. 8. Litzenburg, Commander. J. 8. Wheeler,
Assistant Adjutant General.

Department of Missouri—Nelson Cole, Commander. John McNiel,
Assistant Adjutant General.

Department of Arkansas—C. M. Barnes, Commander. 8. K. Robinson,
Assistant Adjutant General.

Department of Kentucky—George W. Northrop, Commander. Fred C.
Losey, Assistant Adjutant General.
Department of Dakota—W. V. Lucas, Commander. A. S. Church,
Asgistant Adjutant General.

Posts of the Grand Army of the Republic.

Department of Utah—H. C. Wadleigh, Commander. H. T. Snyder,
Assistant Adjutant General.
Department of Georgia and Tennessee—E. S. Jones, Commander.—
Wm. J. Watson, Assistant Adjutant General.

Department of the Gulf—James E. Scully, Commander. A.S. Graham,
Assistant Adjutant General.

SIXTH DIVISION.

Color—Blue and White.
Band.
Sons of Veterans—John C. Blake, Commander of Maine Division, com-
~ manding.
Maine Division Sons of Veterans—Charles H. McKusick, com-
manding.
Massachusetts Division Sons of Veterans.
‘Band.
Vermont Division Sons of Veterans.
Band.

In carriages, were the following:

Mayor Deering, and members of City Council, Portland ; Gov. Rob-
inson and staff, Mass. ; Gen. Logan; Hon. T. B. Reed ; John A. Logan,
Jr.; A. B. Hall, private secretary of General Logan; Pension Commis-
sioner General Black ; Gov. Alger, Mich., and staff; Wounded veterans
unable to march; also distinguished military and civic officers from
nearly every State and Territory.

™~
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City Hall filled slowly in the evening, and very few seats
were occupied when the time set for the opening of the meet-
ing came. Chandler’s band, stationed in the gallery, played
choice selections at frequent intervals. The audience rapidly
increased after eight o’clock. At 8:30 when the distinguished
guests came upon the platform, every seat was taken and a
large crowd was closely packed by the entrance doors. Com-
mander Kountz was recognized as he ascended the steps with
General Hall and warmly greeted, and when General Logan
was recognized a moment later the audience broke into enthu-
siastic applause and cheers. Arm and arm with General Logan
came Governor Alger of Michigan, followed by Governor Robie
and Mayor Deering. Among other distinguished veterans
upon the platform were General Slocum of New York, General
Fairchild of Wisconsin, General Anthony of Kansas, Comrade
Austin, Judge Advocate General of tho Grand Army, W. W.
Alcorn, Adjutant General of the Grand Army; Dr. Gordon and
Major H. 8. Melcher, were among the Portland gentlemen on
the platform.

Department Commander Hall rose promptly to introduce
Governor Robie. The Governor was greeted with vigorous
applause as he came before the audience. His speech met with
a hearty welcome, his references to Generals Kountz and Logan
calling out hearty cheers. He said:

MEMBERS OF THE GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC, CITIZENS
oF THE UNITED STATES, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN:—The grand
occasion which bas brought us together is remarkable
in everything connected with it, and furnishes abundant
material for eloquence and inspiring thought. I must,
however, be brief, and leave many subjects for the superior
ability of the distinguished soldiers and statesmen who will
follow me. The part which has been assigned to me is of an
official character, and it becomes my pleasant duty as Chief
Magistrate of the State of Maine, in behalf of our citizens who
are scattered over its wide domain, whether present or absent,
to welcome the war-worn veterans, soldiers and sailors of the
Grand Army of the Republic, with words of lofty cheer; to
extend the right hand of fellowship trom the State, and to
introduce these honored guests to the warm embrace of all our
people. In extending to you officers and men of the Grand
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“Army of the Republic, the greetings, hospitality and admira-
tion of a grateful State, our hearts overflow with gratitude
stimulated by pride, joy and affection, which language of my
own fails to describe. We remember your loyalty, admire
your achievements and honor you for the success and glory
which accompanied your sacrifices on the battle-fields and in
naval engagements for this Union. You come among us as the
veteran representatives of many States; from the golden shores
of a distant ocean; from far-off regions of lofty mountains
rich in mineral wealth; from the productive and cultivated
fields of the prairie lands of the West; from the banks and
intervals of the Father of Waters and its many tributaries;
from the sunny South; from the land of William Penn, dis-
tinguished for its noble history; from districts in that great
and loyal State where the star of cmpire still shines brightly;
and from glorious New England, around whose valleys, hills
and mountains cling the mighty memories of the Revolution;
and whose sons scattered all over this Union to-day return to
enjoy the fond remembrances of early life. "We welcome you
back again, for your presence swells the joyfulness of this
occasion. The sons of New England, wherever and however
located, have always loved the Union of our fathers. We can
all rejoice together that this Union of States has now but one
domestic hearth, around which the boys in blue, from the bleak
hills of the North, and the sons of the sunny South in gray,
can gather and exclaim in unison, “ This is my own, my native
land.” In many of the older States, have been erected testi-
monials and monuments of the grand ancestral virtues and
achievements of earlier times. In the newer States, as the
fruit of these early examples, we sce the march of empire and
power. The virtues and valor of more modern times as ex-
emplified in the recent war, illustrates the hereditary character
of the great American people. Let us not forgot that we are
the sons of noble sires. I welcome here to-day the distin-
guished representative men of this great National government,
who are wisely acdministering its affairs in the interest of the
people. I joyfully welcome to this Commonwealth the Honor-
able Governors of several of the States of this Nation, who
have favored us with their distinguished presence.

The United States is a country of homes, lovely and desir-
able only by that ownership and contentment which the God-
dess of Peace and universal liberty furnishes, whose sover-
eignty has been secured largely by your own intrepidity,
tested by the sharp sword, bayonet and unerring rifle. The
life of the Union volunteer has been written on the page of our
country’s history in letters of living light. We read in your
countenances, and feel in your presence, the varied experiences
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of camp life and the shock of battle with its mighty memories.
You have acted nobly your part, and have gained such unfad-
ing laurels that it is a high distinction for our State to be hon-
ored by your presence. The veteran soldier and sailor did the
hard and dangerous work ot the war for the smallest compen-
sation, and without a murmer. He is therefore worthy of the
highest honor on the pinnacle of fame, and it is just that on
public memorial monuments of brass and marble, he should
proudly stand with his gun, sword and knapsack, as the con-
spicuous figure for the gaze of an admiring posterity. Herep-
resents that which is noble in manhood, courage and honor,
and he is known to all men as the savior of the nation. Wel-
come, thrice welcome, the volunteer, veteran, private, soldier
and sailor, of the Grand Army of the Republic. Welcome to
our heart of hearts the noble and loyal women of our land, who
more than all represent the fruit of exalted love and heroic
sacrifice, in their gift of husband, son and brother on the altar
of our common country. I heartily welcome to our State the
members of the Loyal Legion of the United States, and all of
the brave officers who dignify this occasion with their presence.
Among this distinguished company we notice our steadfast
friend and comrade, General John A. Logan, who fought so
many hard and successful battles in that historic march of
General Sherman to the Sea; and with peculiar feelings of
honor I welcome the drummer boy of Mission Ridge, General
John 8. Kountz, who has steadily advanced in merit and posi-
tion, and to-day is at the head of this most memorable of the
world’s military organizations, Commander of the National
Encampment of the Grand Army of the Republic.

There are comrades we cannot welcome here to-day, for
many occupy “the windowless palace of rest.” They have
passed the boundary of life and live beyond the river, sweetly
at peace with all men; but it is a high consolation that those
who survive are permitted to hold silent and joyful communion
with the heroic and sacred dead. Gloriously did many die on
the battle-field, on the ocean and in the hospital, thereby ful-
filling the highest duty of life, which is to die for one’s country.
They cannot join this festival, but their memories are con-
stantly and reverentially with us and we stand by the solemn
pledge, as long as life lasts, to read along the roll of honor,
although the silent response comes back, “died long ago on
the field of battle,” and to scatter the earliest flowers of spring
upon their graves. I cannot refrain from alluding to a vacant
chair, which if it could be filled by that uncorruptible patriot,
the most distinguished soldier and military genius of the
world, the tried statesman, Ulysses S. Grant, our hearts would
swell with rapture, our voices would cry aloud with the longest
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and loudest cheers. He has the veneration, confidence, and
_affection of the whole nation, and the undying love of this
united brotherhood. Prayers are constantly ascending .from
the homes of all the people, that his health may be restored
and his unimpaired power of body and mind may be spared for
the good of the country, which his mighty leadership has
preserved. Finally, veteran soldiers, what a grand proces-
sion to-day moved along the streets of the Forest City of Maine.
The trees lifted their branches to do you honor. The birds
sang more sweetly than ever. Nature everywhere rejoiced;
and the tramp of your footsteps to the music of the Union was
a pleasant sound to our ears. Here then, fellow soldiers, in
view of the shore of the great ocean which washes the New
England coast where our Pilgrim Fathers first commenced an
extended line of settlement, on territory where New England
civilization began, and where the sun of American liberty rose
and immortalized Lexington, Concord and Bunker Hill, places
mow dear to every American citizen; in this beautiful New
England city by the sea, with its wonderful history and tradi-
tions of over two hundred and fifty years; in this loyal State
of Maine, which in olden times sent one-third of its male popu-
lation into the Continental Army, and more recently nearly
seventy-five thousand young men, or one-fourth of the same
population, into the Union Army; here let us build our camp-
fires, and hold social communion together, and when the hour
of farewell comes, may you depart leaving behind strong and
abiding friendships, with the best impression, and with hearty
cheer for the Pine Tree State.

Mayor Deering was next introduced by General Hall, as
follows:

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—You have been welcomed to the
State of Maine, and this beautiful city which you have seen
to-day, which welcomes you and the Grand Army of the
Republic, is honorably represented here to-night by her dis-
tinguished Mayor, who also has to welcome you and the Grand
Army of the Republic to this city.

Mayor Deering said :— ,

SOLDIERS AND SAILORS OF THE GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUB-
v1c:—In behalf of the citizens, and in the name of the Forest
City, I bid you welcome to Portland. Soldiers that escaped the
bullet and the shot and shell of battle, the cruelties and priva-
tions of rebel prisons; men that more than a score of years ago
bore the pain and torture of fearful wounds; soldiers that fol-
lowed the flag through all the tortures of war until triumphant
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victory crowned your arms with the surrender of the rebel
army; sailors that carried the old flag in glory past the batteries
of Vicksburg and the Lower Mississippi; that endured the mur-
derous fire of Sumter, of Morgan and a score of other battles ;.
men that sent the Alabama, with her Stars and Bars, to her
eternal home, at the bottom of the British Channel; sailors
that never lowered the flag to a rebel, and who knew that with
but a plank between them and death, there is no place for
cowards inside of wooden walls—soldiers and sailors, i)bid you
welcome! :

Your Generals and distinguished officers that lead you to
victory, we welcome! As the honored of the land, we fully
recognize their brilliant deeds, and place upon their brows the
laurels of victory. We most willingly render to them the
gollgage that is their due, for they earned it upon the battle-

elds.

But we must not forget that the courage, the endurance
and the loyalty of the soldiers and the sailors of the Grand
Army made the name and the fame of your great Generals and
great Admirals, for the rank and file were foremost in the fight,
and in the work, that battle for the right, that causes the old flag
to wave in glory to-day over a united land, reaching from the
great lakes to the gulf, and from the Atlantic to the Pacific.

The snows of winter and the flowers of summer have
come and gone for more than twenty years since your sentinels
hushed their challenge, and the bugle call and long roll of your
drums called you to arms. Great and bloody battles have been
fought in foreign lands, marvelous changes have taken place in
the body politic; but the recollections of your battles, and of
your victories, and the memories of the dead heroes who stood
shoulder to shoulder with you upon many a field, is the com-
mon heritage of our country and of the nation that should
never forget to remember the dead, and to honor the living
that fought the battles of the civil war, which decided forever
that this Union of States is a nation of free men.

‘We regret the absence of your old commander and that we
have not language adequate to express our sympathy for the
great soldier that the nation loves, who is now struggling with
disease among the mountains of the Adirondacks. We most
fervently pray that General Grant may be restored to health.

We gratefully remember, for we cannot recall that great
army whose roll call of honor grows larger upon each succes-
sive Memorial Day. They have crossed the river. They await

our coming, and sooner than we can realize, their ranks will
ge filled, and the men who fought our battles that this nation
and the union of these States might live forever, will exist
only in history and in the memory of a grateful country.
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Portland thanks you for the honor of your presence this
day, and our citizens desire the veterans to fully understand
they are welcomed to every heart and to every fireside in the
Lcity.

Again permit me, survivors of the grandest army the
world ever knew, to welcome, thrice welcome you to Portland.

At the conclusion of the remarks, Department Commander
Hall welcomed the Commander-in-Chief in behalf of the Grand
Army. General Kountz rose and remained standing while
Department Commander Hall addressed him.

Department Commander Hall said :

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—Most thoroughly you are thrice
welcome here to-night. Comrades of the Grand Army of the
Republic, and you Mr. Commander-in-Chief, who have lead to
this city on this occation this representative body of the
citizens of this country, who once placed themselves between
the life and death of this nation, and who have come from the
going down of the sun on the Pacific slope, and from the South,
from every State and Territory, we, as Grand Army men, if I
may be allowed to welcome you, Mr. Commander-in-Chief,
(because you know, as they know, you néed no welcome ever to
a "ody of your old comrades, but as I am instructed by them)
I heartily and ten thousand times welcome you, sir, and the
Grand Army of the Union, to the midst of the comrades of the
Department of Maine. (Great applause.)

To the citizens of Portland, the citizens of Maine, aye, the
citizens of these United States, I have the distinguished honor
and the profound pleasure of presenting to you in a moment
our Commander-in-Chief, the head of this Order that we love
and cherish in this land—our comrade who, by the stern reality
of bloody battle, is caused to appear before you now, with the
loss of one of his limbs; this comrade of ours who, in his
youth, was a drummer boy in the gallant armies of the West.
(Great applause.)

Commander-in-Chief Kountz was greeted with enthusiastic
cheers as he stepped forward, and his remarks were frequently
interrupted with ringing applause. He said:

CoMMANDER—I thank you more than I have words to
express for your kind words of welcome so beautiful and so com-
plimentary. Mr. Governor and Mr. Mayor, in behalf of the Nine-
teenth Annual Encampment of the Grand Army of the Republic,
the largest in our history; in behalf of the large number of
comrades from almost every State of the Union who have
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gathered in your beautiful city, I thank you for your kind words
and acts of welcome. Ladies and gentlemen, it would be dif-
ficult to convey to you our deep feeling of appreciation for the
hearty and cordial manner in which you have approved that
welcome by your appearance here this evening in such large
numbers and for this splendid reception. One year ago we
accepted your invitation to hold this Encampment in the Pine
Tree State, and I want to say to you Mr. Mayor,and to the good -
people of Portland, that we are glad to be here. (Applause.)
You have not only welcomed us to your city, but have taken
us to your homes, and captured our hearts by your generosity
and kindness. We vividly remember your loyalty and devo-
tion to the Republic in the struggle for liberty and union, and
how nobly your heroic sons sustained the reputation of Maine
in the great contest, and that is an additional reason why we
rejoice to be with you. We are here to review the work of the
past year, to meet and greet old comrades, and to rekindle the
fraternal feeling in our hearts which bound us together in the
days when we were battling beneath the stars and stripes for
the preservation of the Union. The Grand Army of the
Republic rests upon the record of unselfish patriotism, and is
made up of men who risked all for their country, and is based
upon these three sublime virtues: Fraternity, Charity and
Loyalty. Nearly three hundred thousand of the surviving
soldiers of the Union army bear testimony of its broad frater-
nity. The hundreds of thousands of dollars annually expended
in its magnificent relief work, proves its charity. The organ-
ization is a conservator of loyalty and teaches the rising gener-
ation lessons of patriotism. Such, in brief, are the aims and ob:
jects of the Grand Army of the Republic. The feeling of friend-
ship that exists between the old soldiers in this association,
cannot exist in any other. The ties which bind us were
cemented in the camp and on the battle-field, and the Grand
Army of the Republic will work and endure until the last
survivor yields to the last tattoo. Again, we thank you,
infinitely more than words can express, for this royal welcome,
and assure you that this magnificent reception will forever
remain with us a pleasant recollection. (Great applause.)

At the conclusion of the remarks of Commander-in-Chief
Kountz, the band played a selection. When the first notes of
the reveille sounded, the veterans all over the hall broke into
vigorous applause, and the stirring war songs which followed
met with a hearty welcome.

Department Commander Hall then introduced Governor

Alger of Michigan, and said :
21
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We have a large number of comrades I am going to present
you, to'show what the Grand Army of the Republic is made up
out of, all of whom are going to speak in the next hour. I
want you to remember that there are fifteen thousand just as
good old soldiers and sailors as ever fought remaining. I take
great pleasure in presenting to you our comrade, General
Alger, Governor of Michigan. (Cheers.)

Governor Alger spoke as follows:

. Comrades, how do you like Maine? (Laughter and cheers.)
‘What do you think of Portland? (Applause.) Areyou having
a good time? (Laughter and voices “ Yes, yes.”) Don't we
look as though we were? We think we are having a royal
time. We are in a perfect sea of hospitality, it is blowing a
gale, we are all aboard, and we don’t care whether it stops
blowing or not. Why, we have too much; more than we can
hold. (Laughter and applause.) Commander Hall says I am
trying to get ten gallons in an eight gallon jug; I would like to
know what the State of Maine knows about jugs. (Laughter.)

We wish tosay to the great people of Portland, to the com-
rades here who have extended this cordial welcome, that Mich-
igan is very glad and very grateful that she might join hands
with Maine and her comrades; and as in the war Michigan and
Maine stood side by side, so they are glad to stand here
to-night. For the first time in her history, Michigan sur-
renders to Maine. She never surrendered before, but she does
to-day. Michigan when the war broke out had 117,000 men
enrolled that were eligible to go into the army, of that 117,000
she sent 92,000 to the front. We don’t claim it is the best
record in the world, but we want to see it beaten before we give
it up. Iamreminded by Commander Hall that if I speak over
three minutes 1 am to be shot, and I shall only say in conclu-
sion that I thank you most cordially for your royal welcome,
and for your hospitality. (Applause.)

Department Commander Hall—

‘We have heard from Michigan; we have a gallant com-
rade from Wisconsin. When he stands up here to speak, you
will see that he was in the habit of getting very close to the
enemy. Comrade Fairchild of Wisconsin. (Cheers.)

Governor Fairchilds said: :
Mr. CEHAIRMAN; COMRADES; LADIES AND GENTLEMEN—I
speak the mind and heart of every man and woman from Wis-
consin that stand within the State of Maine, when I join with
the Governor of Michigan and thank you most heartily for this
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royal welcome to the Pine Tree State. As Maine stood shoulder
to shoulder by the side of Michigan, so Maine stood shoulder
to shoulder by the side of that State still further West, Wis-
consin, in the great ficht twenty-five years ago. Mr. Chairman,
as you have impressed me into this service, I am oppressed
with a sentiment that is always presented to every soldier
whenever they met together in large numbers or small num-
bers. To-day we have paraded your streets; to-day the boys
have met, many of them after long years of separation; to-day,
and to-night, and to-morrow, and the day after to-morrow, you
will see signs of joyful congratulation. You will hear the
laugh of the boys and the roar of the boys as they slap each
other on the shoulder, and Tom and Dick meet. It is a week
of jollification, and fun, and frolic, and good feeling. But
the younger generation cannot know, except that they are
often told of it, why we feel jolly, and good, and fraternal, when
we meet upon the streets of Portland—when we meet any-
where ; why we love each other like brothers; why the tie is so
strong between us, binding us together as no other tie in the
world outside the family ties, binds mankind together. It is
because, Mr. Chairman, away back behind this jolly fun, away
back behind the laugh and the joke, there is the blood which
the boys shed, and their thousands and tens of thousands and
bundreds of thousands of dead lying in their graves, back
behind all this. When we meet, every old soldier remembers
the heart-break, and the sorrowing, and the tears, and the
mourning twenty-five years ago. And thatis what I want,
and what we want, comrades, the rising generation to remem-
ber always: what it cost their fathers to preserve this country.
The Grand Army of the Republic teaches this lesson, as well
as the lesson can be taught, and the good women of the Relief
Corps have taken up the work, and they teach the lesson. As
they stood around our cots in the hospitals, they stand now
around the sick-bed of the dying comrade. The Sons of Vet-
erans have taken up the work, and they will teach the story
loyally to their children, and their children’s children, and
their children’s children after them, so that loyalty shall live
in this country.

Mr. Chairman, I beg your pardon. I am very glad to be
here; and I hope before the Grand Army shall be many more
years in life that you will let us come to Maine again. (Ap-
plause.) And I hope, Mr. Chairman, we may be with the
Grand Army of the Republic then. (Great applause.)
Department Commander Hall— *

We are not going to let the West have all. There is a

State near us that had a great many soldiers during the war.
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It is with profound pleasure that I present to this audience Gen.
Henry W. Slocum, of New York. (Great applause.)

General Slocum spoke as follows:

Lapies AND GENTLEMEN—I should do injustice to my own
feelings if I failed to respond to the kind invitation extended
to me, and thank you for the kind reception you have given
me. This is the first opportunity I have had of seeing any-
thing of your beautiful city, but I do not feel that 1 am a
stranger among you. I had in my command two regiments
raised in this immediate vicinity. They traveled with me
many miles, and fought many hard battles. How far they
traveled was best illustrated by one of the men when we were
once in the vicinity of Richmond. We came to a cross road
within a few miles of Richmond, and he put upon a tree a
guide board with one hand pointing south and the other north,
and under it he wrote, “ To Portland, Me., 940 miles, to Rich-
mond, 4 miles.” (Applause.) The young man who wrote it
didn’t appreciate how hard it was going to be to get over that
four miles. He came back and took a round about course, and
traveled a good many thousand miles before he got there.
(Liaughter.) Some of you men went the longest way to get to -
Richmond that any man in this country ever traveled. They
went by the way of Atlanta and Savanna, or through Columbia
and came up on the south side.

I have always been glad that a portion of the army of the
Potomac was taken away from there and sent to the West.
Our Western friends misunderstood the army of the Potomac
a little in the early part of the war. They thought our Eastern
men were too much given to dress parades, a little too much
given to keeping their arms and accoutrements bright. Some
of the Eastern army, before we went to the West, had adopted
badges to distinguish one corps from another. That was a
kink the Western men had not got up to, and when we came
there our people were quizzed about their badges, and jokes
were passed about it, and finally one of General Logan’s men
asked where his badge was. He patted his cartridge box, and
said, “there is my badge, with forty rounds.” (Applause.)
General Logan had the good sense to adopt that, and his fifteenth
corps is known to-day by that badge. But all misunderstand-
ing between the two armies very soon disappeared, and the men
learned to love and respect each other. All spirit of jealousy
soon vanished.

The war learned another section of the country to respect
both North and the West. I allude to the South. (Laughter.)
I should regard it a great misfortune to the country if the war
had closed until that feeling could haye been brought about at
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the South, and no campaign ever did so much to bring about
in the South a sense of respect for the manhood and bravery
of the Northern soldiers as did the march of Sherman through
that country. )

Ladies and gentlemen, there may come a time when there
will be a strife betwen the North and the South, perhaps be-
tween the East and the West, but it will not be during the life
time of the soldiers who fought in the late war. (Applause.)
In my judgment, if there is ever a strife between these two
sections it will be when we get engaged with some foreign
country, and then it will be to see which section shall bear our
flag farthest to the front. (Great Applause.)

Department Commander Hall then presented General
Logan. As the latter rose, the entire audience greeted him with
enthusiastic and long continued cheers. The applause would
die away for a moment, only to be renewed, and finally culmi-
nated in three hearty cheers.

Department Commander Hall said—

Now, fellow citizens, I am going to present a comrade that
needs no introduction to the citizens of Portland, but inasmuch
ag the United States of America are assembled here to-night, I
beg to introduce our comrade from Illinois, Gen. John A.
Logan. (Loud and prolonged applause.)

Gen. Logan said—

MRr. CoMMANDER, COMRADES, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN:—
While we are assembled here to-night in this beautiful city,
surrounded as we are by friends, who meet us cheerily and
greet us kindly, we cannot but allow our minds to wander
away from here momentarily, at least to where the old com-
mander, grander than all, suffers with a disease that has
brought him to the very verge of the grave. In my judgment
time has not given to any people a grander commander of men,
a greater director of forces, a more magnificent campaigner,
(applause) a man with more ability to execute, than U. S.
Grant. (Applause.) For this country he has done as much as
any man that ever lived has done for any other country.
(Great applause.) No matter what may have been said, no
matter how aspersed by those who despised, he has passed up
and beyond all the clouds that have surrounded him, and his
character shines out to-day before the civilized world as bright
as the brightest star that decks the heavens. (Applause.) I
believe there is not a citizen in the United States of America
that does not sympathize with his misfortune and suffering
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now, and it is the prayer of the Grand Army of the Republic, I
am sure that God, who disposes all things, will permit this
i rand old man to live on as one of the citizens of this grand

epublic. ¥or him I can say no more, than that when he
passes away this country and civilization will lose one of the
greatest supporters of liberty that ever lived, and one of the
grandest citizens that ever died.

Comrades, we have met again according to the forms of
our organization, an association based upon fraternity, charity
and loyalty, fraternity that lives, and is worth recognition,
which has been iron blistered in the fire of steel. It is that
character of fraternity that shines out, like that brightest gem
of the Golcondas. It isa fraternity not to be broken. It is as
fixed as the stars. It is as strong as if held together by hooks
of steel. It is that character of fratexmty not in the name, but
that which lives and swells up the heart and that which to-
night goes far, travels long in darkness and in light, in sun-
shine and in storm, to stand by the side and aid and assist in
all proper ways the comrades that touched elbows in the time
when shot and shell rained like the hail from the clouds above.
(Applause.)

The charity that belongs to our organization is that
that Heaven descended. Charity whose heights have not
been taken and whose depths cannot be fathomed. It is that
charity that stands ready at all times to snatch the body of the
poor from the potter’s ficld and place in the grave, and at the
head shall be marked: ‘“He fell fighting for his country.”

Itis thatcharity that hears the wail of the widow of a com-
rade; it is that charity that hears the cry of the orphan, that
aids and assists the sutferer. It is that charity which pledges
one comrade to another that the poor house shall not be the
dwelling place of a comrade; that he shall stand before the
world a proud American citizen, having fought and preserved
the stars and stripes and beneath its folds he shall not be dis-
graced. (Tremendous applause.) It is that charity which
collects not for the benefit of those who can protect themselves,
but for those who need help; and which pledges itself that
when a grand, great government like this allows a poor man
who suffered for its existence to creep along and beg for food,
comrades will step in and supply that want.

The loyalty upon which this great organization is based is
not that loyalty that shrinks before the stars and stripes. It
is not that loyalty that begs pardon and makes excuses for
having at least tried to save this Union. (Applause.) Itis
not that loyalty wherever found, on land or sea, that fails to
recognize its flag, that fails to recognize the laws, that fails to



GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC. 327

recognize the duty of a citizen or that will deny being the
citizens of this grand republic and not glorify in having par-
ticipated in its preservation. (Applause.) It is that loyalty
that lives in the heart and swears by the God that rules this
world that at all times they are ready again to take hold of
the banner whenever our country may be in danger, if that
time shall ever come, God forbid that it shall. (Applause.) It
is that loyalty that believes in patriotism, that this government
is a nation, and that those that saved it at last are as good as
those who tried to destroy it. Itis thatloyalty which istaught
to the child on its mother's lap, that makes it hang out the
banner and says my father was a Union soldier. (Long con-
tinued applause.) It is that loyalty which will live in the
hearts of the American people and that will make future gen-
erations so strong, so proud and so determined that all the
nations of the earth combined with the best commander living
and with all the earth’s treasury, could not penetrate even the
borders of this great republic. My comrades, I believe in this
organization. I say here and now that every soldier within
the confines of this republic ought to belong to it. (Applause.)
He ought to be within it and proud of his comradeship. It
cannot do any man harm, it will do every man good. Let
each and every one enjoy those benefits which are to be enjoyed
within the organization. Let each and every one participate
in all its benefits. Let him if poor and needy claim its charity.
Let his family if be has one, have the sameright and its charity
that others have. It is for the purpose and means what it says
—Fidelity, Charity and Fraternity.

To the people of Maine, I having no right more than to
speak for myself, but I hope I may be pardoned for speaking
for all, therefore I say we return our grateful acknowledgments.
And to the people of this beautiful town, (I beg pardon, city I
should say), where no grander view can be found, looking out
upon the ocean, I also return thanks for their kindness and
consideration. But one word and I am done. There is abroad
in this land an idea that wherever soldiers assemble that peo-
ple must be careful for fear that they, being of rough “mater-
ial,”’ as is sometimes said, may cross the lines of good conduct
that are drawn for the best citizens. But, sir, the soldiers are
made up of as good bone, blood and muscle as God ever made
up man with, and not only that, they are trained, drilled and
disciplined gentlemen (tremendous applause) and show it
wherever they go; and the citizens need not be alarmed. Iam
willing to take 20,000 soldiers and put them anywhere in the
United States, and let them pass a week, and take 20,000 citi-
zens who bave not been soldiers, and let them pass a week
and see. (Applause.)
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Returning my thanks to you again for the kindly manner
in which I have been met by you, my comrades and citizens,
and thanking you for the generous kindness I have ever met at
your hands on all occasions wherever we have met, I assure
you my heart will ever remain full of gratitude, so long as I
may live. (Great applause.)

The next speaker introduced was Gen. Anthony, of Kan-
sas. He said:

Mgr. CaairMAN; CoMrADES—When I heard from the lips
of your distinguished chairman, to-night, that there were to be
15,000 called out, if any man had said to me that I should be
even the last of that list of 15,000 orators, I should have said
to him he had better get in the hands of his friends, and go
home as soon as possible; for nothing was further from my
thought or my expectation than being presented to such a
magnificent audience under these circumstances to-night. I
have been impressed with this fact, that representing as I do
the State of Kansas, we have a certain right of hospitality, a
certain right of recognition, here, that possibly you bhave not
thought of: We have got more than 60,000 loyal men in Kan-
sas who can make an annual pilgrimage to Maine to embrace,
and to imprint a kiss on the lips of their dear mothers-in-law!
(Great laughter.) The truth is, that it is from this stock that
our State has been rapidly made up. Itisa truth also, that
these mothers-in-law will all recognize, that it was the brightest
and the most enterprising and ambitious of their households
that broke away from their homes and went out upon the
prairies of Kansas. (Applause.)

But now, comrades, I am not here to detain you. I have
too much respect for your feeling to mar that which has pre-
ceeded me in your hearing, by anything that I say to you of a
general character. But permit me for a single moment to call
attention to a fact that 1 sometimes fear is forgotten by the
soldier: Ileroes in this world are not man made heroes; they
are made by the infinite God who decrees the manliness, the
grandeur of their make, the magnificent worth of their action,
that they shall be heroes. Men worship Leroes, not because
they want to, but because they cannot help themselves. (Ap-
plause.) When you hear the ponderous tongued bell on Sabbath
morning in your church towers sending forth its peons to invite
to praise and thanksgiving, ask that bell why it rings, and it
will tell you it rings because it cannot help itself. So, in all the
great acts of man, in all the valiant deeds of men, in however
humble station in life when the human mind understands and
imprints upon them greatness and true valor, then we ring out
in heart-worship, not because we want to, but because we can-
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not help ourselves. Now, my comrades, there has been a sort
of a lingering fear in the minds of some of us that our country
would forget that we saved it; forget our hardships, our trials,
and our perils in maintaining the liberties of the people, in
preserving*and handing down to posterity those priceless jewels
of human liberty that were bought with hardship and pre-
served for us? Fear not; there is no trouble atall. Right here
in Portland, the homage that was done to that marching
column, that was a homage that was- involuntarily given. It
was given, and will be given in every coruner of this country of
ours. in every portion of the civilized globe, wherever such
men march. (Applause.) An illustration only: (To General
Hall.) Pardon me, am I to be shot? (Voices: “Goon.”) I
remember once, in a great city, in a dark hour in the night,
that awful alarm of fire was sent out, and those who went out
on the street found in the residence portion of our great city a
flame that was destroying palace after palace, and in the midst
of all the din, and confusion, and shrieking of whistles and
hissing of steam, there was heard a voice above others. A poor
woman came out of one of those residences, and facing it,
pointed to a window above, and cried in the agony of her soul,
“My child, oh, who will save my child!” And in an instant a
ladder was mounted to that window at which she pointed, and
confusion came, and then peace. Where was there a man
brave enough, where was there a man strong enough in soul
and great enough in purpose to mount that ladder and save that
darling babe in answer to the cry of its mother? It was not
the fireman, dressed as he was in his uniform, and inured to
peril and to danger, that answered that cry. There crept
through that crowd a poor ragged man with smutty bands,
dissipated air—a waif—without hat, without coat, but with a
firm step he mounted that ladder, and was lost amid the crack-
ling blaze, and returned in & moment with that darling, bring-
ing it to the foot of the ladder, and laying it in the arms of its
mother, safe. In one moment, in answer to this great law of
which I have spoken, the air was filled with huzzas. That man
was taken up and carried over the heads of men. Even the
miser went decp into his pocket, and did as he had never beon
known to do before; and poor Mat O'Brien, hitherto unknown
and uncared for in the world, was a hero, with ten thousand
men and women singing his praises, with three thousand in
gold in his pocket. (Applause.) They did homage to that
hero, not because they wanted to, but because they could not
help themselves. So that when fratricidal treason had fired the
fair fabric of this our government, and the flames redoubled
and redoubled until it seemed that the whole fabric must be
destroyed, it was that the Goddess of Liberty, that other mother,
raised her imploring hand and pointed to that edifice: “Oh,
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my child, my child; who will save my darling child!” And it
was then, my comrades, that a million men like you mounted
that ladder, and were lost in that burning building for four
long years. It was there that 500,000 perished and died in
their struggles to answer this great demand. But'in the end,
at Appomattox Court House, you brought out that darling babe,
and brought it safely to the lap, and placed it in the bosom of
its mother. (Great applause.) From that day on, comrades,
you lacked not the homage, you lacked not the respect, you
lacked not the veneration, that comes from all mankind invol-
untarily to the doer of great and good things.

The chairman said he now proposed to vary the proceed-
ings, and called on Mr. R. H. Hendershot, the drummer boy of
the Rappahannock. As he sounded out the long roll the
veterans applauded and chcered.

The Hon. T. B. Reed was next introduced, and said :

CoMrADES—I confess I should be sincerely reluctant to
speak in such company as I find myself in to-night, from sheer,
honest modesty, it it were not for one remark which the com-
mander has made. I should feel that I had no right to be
addressing you upon the same platform as the distinguished
men who have honored you with their discourse to-night. But
the commander says he purposes to give you samples of the
Grand Army of the Republic. These gentlemen who have
addressed you were gentlemen who did what was committed
to their trust splendidly. He and they had a great deal com-
mitted to their trust. I represent some who did what we had
to do as well as we knew how, but we did not have as much
entrusted to us as the distinguished men to whom you have
listened. And first, I wish to discharge my mind of a little
feeling of envy. I confess that as I sat here to-night I could
not help envying General Slocum the splendid memories of the
march from Atlantato the sca. (Applause.) I confess I could
not help envying General Logan that proud moment when, at
the end of that fatal day in July, General McPherson fell, he
handed over to his commander-in-chief an army corps of the
republic saved by his military genius, skill and bravery. But,
if-we cannot, some of us, be proud of anything we did, we
belong to the organization, and can be proud of the things that
other men did. (Applause.) If we do not honor the button
which we wear, they have honored it so greatly that it makes
us proud to flaunt it in the faces of men. (Applause.) T felt
a thrill all over to-day as I stood on the platform and saw that
magnificent array of famous soldiers pass by and saw the dis-
tinguished men who were watching them. I felt proud to
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think that I belonged to an organization like that. (Applause.)
I could feel that I might shine, if not with original lustre, at
least with reflected light. (Laughter and applause.)

When I first saw that splendid column in motion I thought
that I saw that noble army which had marched from victory to
victory, until it stood in the grand review at Washington in
the presence of a saved nation. But it was not that army.
There were not tattered banners here; a grateful nation had
gathered them up and in the most conspicuous capitals had
saved them; the banners were new, the army was new. It
was not the army which had saved the republic, but the army
that stood shoulder to shoulder in the glory of fraternity and
brotherly love. (Applause.) I say to you that army which
you saw to-day was worthy to be the successor of the splendid
army that saved the republic. (Applause.)

Department Commander Hall then gaid:

Let me present to you one of the staff of the Commander-
in-Chief, Comrade Austin, Judge Advocate General of the
Grand Army of the Republic.

Judge Advocate General Austin’s speech :

CoMMANDER ; LADIES AND GENTLEMEN—The peculiar prov-
ince of my position in the Grand Army is to pass upon sub-
jects of law. Every one knows that it is an exceedingly dry
subject; one not calculated to entertain an audience of this
character, especially at so late an hour, and when so much
eloquence has been already expended. It is well to remember,
however, that the war of the rebellion was a great legal dis-
cussion; that it was for the settlement of great legal proposi-
tions that 2,700,000 of the best sons of America, from Maine
to California, went forth to discuss the two great propositions
as to whether a State of this Union had the right to secede,
and that other great proposition as to whether one man had
the right, under the law of God and humanity, to enslave
another man. Those were the legal propositions that were dis-
cussed for four long weary years, by those most persuasive argu-
ments known to man, the cannon and the bayonet, and in that
discussion three hundred thousand of our comrades fell. When
that discussion was closed in 1865 those questions were forever
settled ; and whatever questions may arise for contention in
this country hereafter, it will not be the questions that were
settled by the Grand Army of the Republic during the last war.
They are settled, and settled forever. I want alsoto remind
you that the comrades of the Grand Army that come here to-
day, and that participated in that great discussion in that great
war, do honor to any town, to any city,and to any State wher-
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ever they assemble in their annual session. And I want to
say to the eminent statesmen here, who are high in the councils
of the Nation—Governors, Senators and members of Congress—
that this country owes a debt of gratitude to the soldiers, to
their families, and to those who died in the settlement of these
questions, that it can never pay; and 1 suggest to them that
the sooner they pass the pending legislative bills giving to
these poor old soldiers the relief that they have so righttfully
earned, the better will they perform their duties towards them.
(Applause.)

Department Commander Hall—
I want to introduce a representative of the press, a com-
rade who will make some fun for you, I have no doubt.

Comrade Patch’s speech:

Mgr. CHAIRMAN ; COMRADES, AND FRIENDS—ADbout five min-
utes ago the chairman said that he was introducing samples; I
am afraid before I get through you will think that I am one of
those samples. I have nothing to say to add to the interest of
the speeches that have been made here to-night, and if I had
all the time given to me in the world, I don’t feel like it. I
have done all my shouting to-day. I stood down there on the
platform, and I saw this magnificent pageant, representing
thirty-four States and Territories, and representing 250,000 of
the men that made this Nation what it is to-day, and every
face that Isaw that I knew, I yelled. I say it is my duty, and
I am going to yell all day long, but I am not going to yell at
night. (Applause.) I consider it an honor enough for me to
stand on the same platform with that distinguished comrade,
General Logan, a man who crystalized that sentiment, not only
of the comrades, but of the people of this country, around the
patriotic principles of the Grand Army. Itis honor enough
for me to stand here and listen to his teachings, rather than to
attempt to supplement them by any feeble words of mine. But
I tell him here to-night that he builded better than he knew;
and the Grand Army of the Republic march in magnificent
procession across this country with its banner emblazoned with
the grand principles of our Order, supported and sustained by
the Woman’s Relief Corps, and mark a body of distinctly loyal
people. It is teaching the rising generation a lesson to-day
that after generations never can learn, except the young men
and women of the present generation learn by the old soldiers
speaking to them - not a humble private like myself, who fol-
lowed the lead of distinguished men, but men who have been
capable of leading and have lead in the march of history—the
history of their country, study the cause—learn all about
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what it cost to save the Nation and preserve our flag, and then
they can say—

“Oh, vanished majesty of days, rise type and mould to-day;

Teach our sons to follow on where duty leads the way;

And whatsoever trials come, defying doubt and fear,

They in the thickest of the fight shall proudly answer ‘here.””
(Applause.)

Congressman Charles. A. Boutelle, of Bangor, Maine, was
then introduced, and spoke as follows:

ComraDES AND FELLow CITiZENs—I am a victim of mis-
placed confidence. I was invited here to-night to listen to
speeches from distinguished citizens, and have been enjoying
myself very greatly until a few minutes ago I received this
delightful and peremptory summons from the chairman of the
evening, “I call on you in five minutes to close!” If my good
friend Commander Hall had been kind enough to intimate to
me just what a man, at this hour and under these circum-
stances, could find to say to close, I should have been under
very great obligations to him. I am going to try to get out of
my difficulty by reaching the point indicated in that order as
speedily as possible.

We have heard to-night from men whom this Nation has
in the past delighted to honor, and whom it will continue to
delight to honor, so long as it shall remain worthy of the deeds
by which they have made that Nation illustrious. (Applause.)
I join with my distinguished colleague, the senior member of
our delegation, in expressing the pride and gratitude that I
feel at being permitted to stand upon the same platform that
has been graced and honored by Henry W. Slocum and John
A. Logan. (Applause.)

I want to say just one word, although in some respects I
feel myself a guest here to-night, but as a citizen of the good
old State of Maine which is the host upon this occasion, I want
to say one word in regard to the idea that has been dropped
here this evening, that somewhere, in some part of this broad
land, the impression has prevailed that the Grand Army of the
Republic would be regarded as a disturbing element in any
community of Maine. I wantto say in behalf of the Dirigo
State that we furnished too many soldiers from our own com-
monwealth to make any such mistake as that. I want to
say to my distinguished comrade, General Logan, and all that
gallant galaxy of veterans from the West, and from the Middle
States, and from the Pacific slope, that so far as good society is
concerned, the State of Maine recognizes that the men who
saved this Nation constitute the best society in the United
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States. (Applause.) You need no guardian nor introduction
here,my comrades. The loyalty of the State of Maine has gone
to our outermost borders to greet you, and uncovered to bid
you welcome. As a citizen oganother portion of the State—
coming as I do at the close of these exercises, it will be divested
of any impropriety tor me to say here to-night in this beauti-
ful hall of our imperial city of Portland, that Eastern Maine
and Central Maine feel like thanking you citizens of the Forest
City for the magnificence with which you have done the hon-
ors and extended the hospitalities of the Old State. (Ap-
plause.) '

Another word, it scems to me, ought to be said on this
occasion as on all occasions of this kind. Our friend, the Gov-
ernor of Kansas, has suggested some thoughts other than those
of jollity and hilarity and joy ; and there is another undertone
that runs in the same way through every great patriotic
demonstration like this; that is, the memory of'the unreturning
brave. You gaze to-day upon the fragments that have survived
the great struggles of the war, but oh, my fellow citizens, it
is but the rear guard of the Grand Army after all. The main
body has crossed the dark river, and they have pitched their
shining tents—

“ Where glory guards with solemn rounds
The bivouac of the dead.”

The Grand Army of the Republic to-day is but a remem-
brance of the mighty host beneath whose tread this continent
rocked but a few years ago. ILet us on such an occasion as
this not forget—there isnodanger that the comrades will do so—
butlet not the rising generation ofthis land forget that behind
the waving banners, behind the inspiring strains of music, there
is that yawning chasm to which this one-armed hero from
Wisconsin [General Fairchild] has referred; into which this
Nation poured millions upon millions of its treasure, and what
was inestimably more in value, five hundred thousand of the
most precious lives. And for what ? Remember, remember,
my fellow citizens, to impress upon the young the true lesson
of that sacrifice, that they may not ask asI was asked but yes-
terday (and a blush of indignation came to my cheek that such
a question could be asked in such a State as this by one who
had almost reached the estate of manhood,) “ What all this
demonstration in Portiand was for ?” I bade the inquirer to go
study the history of his country. I bade him come to Portland
and read upon the battle-scarred countenances of the heroes of
the Grand Army—to listen to the eloquence of the empty sleeve
and missing leg, as they tell a story that should be graven deep
into the minds of the American people forever and for aye. Let
us not forget the hundreds of thousands of our comrades who
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are not here to-night to enjoy the hospitalities of Portland;
who are not here to-night in visible presence to touch elbows
and to grasp the hands of comrades who will never wake again
to an earthly reveille. 1 would hardly dare touch upon such a
theme as this with any poor words of my own, but in offering
our tribute to the heroic dead let me borrow the beautiful
words uttered by the poet Winter, at a reunion of veterans a
few years ago, in the presence of some who are here to-night,
and which will be cherished as one of the sweetest lyrics of the
war period as long as patriotism shall last:

If the wind that sighs over our prairies
No longer is solemn with knells,
But lovely with flowersand fairies,
And sweet with the calm Sabbath bells;
If virtue, in cottage or palace,
Leads love to the bridal of pride,
"Tis because out of war’s hitter chalice
Our heroes drank deeply and died.
* F % % R OB OB R ¥ % ¥ @ ¥ B & W

Where they roam on the slopes of the mountain
That only by angels is trod,

Where they muse by the crystalline fountain
That springs in the garden of God,

Are they lost in unspeakable splendor ?
Do they never look back and regret ?

Ah, the valiant are constant and tender,
And Honor can never forget.

Divine in their pitying sadness
They grieve for their comrades of earth;
They will hear us, and start into gladness,
And echo the notes of our mirth;
They will lift their white hands with a blessing
‘We shall know by the tear that it brings—
The rapture of friendship confessing
‘With harps and the waving of wings.
L - - N S S R N .

Ah, grander in doom-stricken glory
Than the greatest that linger behind,
They shall live in perpetual story,
Who saved the last hope of mankind !
For their cause was the cause of the races
That languished in slavery’s night ;
And the death that was pale on their faces
Has filled the whole world with its light.
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To the clouds and the mountains we breathe it;
To the freedom of planet and star;
Let the tempests of ocean enwreathe it ;
Let the winds of the night bear it far—
Our oath, that, till manhood shall perish,
And honor and virtue are sped,
We are true to the cause that they cherish,
And eternally true to the dead.

(Great applause.)

This closed the exercises of the evening, and the great
audience dispersed to the sweet music of the band.
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HEADQUARTERS GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIO,}
ToLepo, OHIo, August, 1, 1884,
GENERAL ORDERS
No. 1.

I. The Commander-in-Chief elected at the Eighteenth Annual
Encampment of the Grand Army of the Republic at Minneapolis, Minn.,
July 25, 1884, hereby assumes the duties of that office, with Headquar-
ters at Toledo, Ohio. Expressing sincere gratitude for the exalted
trust imposed, he earnestly invites the fraternal co-operation of all com-
rades in the determination to make thisa year of continued enthusiasm
and growth.

II. The following appointments have been made:
Adjutant General,
Comrade W. W. Avrcorn, Toledo, Ohio.
Quartermaster General,
Comrade JoHN TAYLOR, Philadelphia, Pa.
III. In future orders, additional appointments will be announced.

JOHN 8. KOUNTZ,
Commander-in-Chief.

HEADQUARTERS GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBL!O,}

GENERAL ORDERS ToLEpo, OHIO, August 11, 1884.

No 2.
I. The Eighteenth National Encampment held at Minneapolis,
July 23, 24 and 25, 1884, elected the following officers:

Commander-in- Chief,

Comrade Joun 8. Kounrz, Toledo, Ohio.
Senior Viee Commander-in-Chief,

Comrade JouN P REa, Minneapolis, Minn.
Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief,

Comrade IrA E. Hicks, New Britain, Conn.
Chaplain-in-Chief,

Comrade T. M. SHaNAFELT, East Saginaw, Mich,
Surgeon General,

Comrade Wu. D. H gé.L, Altoona, Pa.
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Arkansas, . .. ... .. ... Tromas H. BarNEs, Fort Smith.
California, . . . ... ... .. W. H. Horymes, San Francisco.
Connecticut, . . . . . . . . .. Frep. A. SPENCER, Waterbury.
Colorado, . . . ... ... .. C. T. Harkinson, Denver.
Dakota, . . . ... ... ... Jonx B. Dexnis, Yankton.
Delaware, . . . .. ... ... W. H. PurnELL, Newark.
Illinois, . . . . ... .. ... ‘W. W. Berry, Quincy.
Indiana, . . . . .. ... ... E. P. Hammonp, Rensselaer.
Iowa, .. ... .. ...... Joun K. DAL, Carroll.
Kansas, . . . ... ... ... H. L. MiLLarD, Sterling.
Kentucky, . . . . . ... ... SamMueL T. Jack, Louisville.
Maine, . . . . . . . . ... F. W. HaskeLr, Waterville.
Maryland, . . . ... ... .. W. O. SavIuLE, Baltimore.
Massachusetts, . . . . . . . .. Henry B. PIErcE, Abington.
Michigan, . . ... ... . .. SamMuerL WEeLLs, Buchanan.
Minnesota, . . . . . . . . . .. ‘W. P. RoBErTs, Minneapolis.
Missourd, . . . . . . . . . ... J. S. StERRETT, St. Joseph.
Nebragka, . . .. ... .... J. O. Wesr, Grand Island.
New Hampshire, . . . . . . . . D. B. NewnaLL, Concord.
New Jersey, . - « « « « « « . . J. R. VANsYKLE, Jersey City.
New Mexico, . . . . . . . . .. J. J. FirzGeERRELL, Las Vegas.
New York, . . . . . ... ... HermaN F. Fox, Geneva.
Ohio, . ... ... ... ... J. J. SuLLivaN, Millersburg.
Oregon, . . ... ... . . . B. B. TurTLE, Portland.
Pennsylvania, . . . ... ... SamMUueL HARPER, Pittsburg.
Potomac, . . . . . . . . .. .. JorN CaMERrON, Washington.
Rhode Island, . . . . ... .. ‘W. J. BRaDFORD, Providence.
Tennessee, - . « « « « « « « « . E. S. JonEs, Nashville.

Utah, ... ... .... ... F. M. Bisuop, Salt Lake City.
Vermont, . . ... ... ... L. F. TerriLL, Underhill.
Virginia, . . . . . ... .. .. H. DEeB. CLay, Newport News.
Washington Territory, . . . . . ‘WM. McMickeN, Olympia.
West Virginia, . .~ . . . . .. H. V. Daniers, Martinsburg.
Wisconsin, . . . . . . « « « . . PHiL. CHEEK, JR., Baraboo.

II. The following Staff apppointments are announced:
Judge Advocate General,

Comrade D. R. AystiN, Toledo, Ohio.
Inspector General,

Comrade O. A. Jangs, Hillsdale, Mich.
Assistant Adjutant General,

Comrade P. H. DowLing, Toledo, Ohio.

Senior Aide-de-Camp,
Comrade R. H. Cocuran, Toledo, Ohio.
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III. The Commander of each Department will at once forward to
these Headquarters, the name of one comrade for appointment as Aide-
de-Camp, and one for Assistant Inspector.

IV. The official reports of the Woman’s Relief Corps made at its
first annual meeting, at Minneapolis, July 25, 1884, show that this
patriotic auxiliary to the Grand Army of the Republic has in its organ-
ized work exceeded our highest expectations. To these earnest, loyal
women, who are aiding us in putting to a practical test the cardinal
principle of our Association, we should extend our cordial sympathy
and support. Its Headquarters have been established at Toledo, Ohio;
Mrs. Kate B. Sherwood, National President, and Miss Emma D. Sibley,
National Secretary.

By CommaNnD oF JOHN S. KOUNTZ,
W. W. ALCORN, Commander-in-Chief.
Adjutant General.

HEeADQUARTERS GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC,
GENERAL Om')Ens} ToLEDpo, OHIO, September 4, 1884.

No. 3

Nearly twenty years have passed since the Union Army, number-
ing more than a million of men, cast aside the vestments of war, bid
adieu to camp and march and returned to their homes. They carried
aloft the flag which they had borne in triumph through the smoke of
many a hard fought battle, and by whose valor it had been firm!y estab-
lished as the emblem of an unbroken Union and a country of freemen.
Eighteen years have gone, since a few survivors of that army, for the
purpose of preserving the friendships formed amid the scenes of war, to
assist their disabled and suffering comrades, to perpetuate the memories
of the heroic dead and to care for their widows and orphans, organized
the Grand Army of the Republic. From year to year its membership
has continued to increase until it now numbers upon its rolls more than
a quarter of a million of the old war worn veterans, embracing all shades
of political and religious opinions. There yet remain as many more
worthy soldiers and sailors of the Union armies, who need only to be-
come thoroughly acquainted with the objects and aims of our associa-
tion, to create in them a desire to participate in its privileges and aid in
disseminating its blessings. It is therefore earnestly urged upon each
comrade, and National, Department and Post officer, to consecrate him-
self anew to our fraternal cause in one grand effort to bring into our
ranks all eligible soldiers and sailors, to the end that the roll may be
complete, and this become the crowning year in the growth of the Grand
Army of the Republic.

By CoMmanp or JOHN 8. KOUNTZ,
W. W. ALCORN, Commander-in-Chief.
Adjutant General.

.
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HEADQUARTERS GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC,
ToLepo, OHIO, September 13, 1884.
GENERAL ORDERS .

No. 4.

The country at this time is being agitated by a great political con-
test; and while it must be conceded by all that no class of citizens have
8 higher right to freely express their political opinions and take part in
the campaign as their convictions shall dictate, than those who through
unselfish patriotism went forth to save the Nation, yet the Commander-
in-Chief deems it his duty to remind comrades that the Grand Army of
the Republic is strictly non-partisan. Our law upon this subject is plain
and emphatic, as follows:

““No officer or comrade of the Grand Army of the Republic shall
in any manner use the organization for partisan purposes, and no discus-
sion of partizan questions shall be permitted at any of its meetings, nor
shall any nomination for political office be made.”—See Chap. 5, Art. XI.
R. and %

It is therefore earnestly hoped that no Post will violate this funda-
mental law of our association by participating in any political demonstra-
tion whatever.

The wearing of a Grand Army badge or uniform at a political
meeting is in the highest degree improper, and comrades should refrain
from so offending against the spirit of our Rules and Regulations.

By Commanp oF JOHN 8. KOUNTZ,
W. W. ALCORN, Commander-in-Chief.
Adjutant General.

HEADQUARTERS GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC,
TorLepo, Onro, September 18, 1884.
GENERAL ORDERS }
No. 5
I. The following appointments are hereby announced:

AIDES-DE-CAMP.

EUGENELELIE, ... .. ... ... Stoekton, . . ... ... California.
JAMESINMAN,. . ... .. ..... Denver, . . . ... ... Colorado.
NORMANL.HOPE,. .. ....... Hartford, . . . .. ... Connecticut.
JAMES T. HENSLEY, . ... .... Washington, . ... .. D.C.
GEORGE E. LEMON, . .. ...... Washington, . . . ... D. C.
NOAH H.TYNER, .......... Fargo, . . ... .. ... Dakota.
B.F.PAYNE, . . ... ........ Miller,. . . . ... ... Dakota.
ALBERT 8, NONES, ......... Wilmington, . ... .. Delaware.
JOHN P. GORMLEY, . . . ... ... New Castle, . . . . . . .Delaware.
J.DE V. HAZZARD, . .. ... ... Eustis,. . .. ... ... Florida.
GEO. M. PARSONS,. . .. ... ... Hailey, ... ...... Idaho.
JAMES E. GRAHAM, . ... .. .. Fort Wayne, . .. ... Indiana.
C.D.LAW,. . ... ... Fort Wayne, . ... .. Indiana.

8. M.CHILDS,. . . .......... Dunlap, . . . ... ... Iowa.
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W.H.SALADA, ...........Des Moines, . . . .. .Iowa.

L V.B.TAYLOR,. ¢« « « « ¢ ¢ v v o Frankfort, . . ... .. Kansas.

J.F.THOMPSON, .. ... ...... Seneca,. . . . .. . Kansas.

THEODORE WISEMAN.. ...... Lawrence,. . . . . . . . Kansas.

H.8. WOUDS, . 4 ¢ v 0o v ot v v Litchfield,. . . . ... . Kentucky.

A.8, BADGER,....+.. ... ...New Orleans,. . . . . . Louisiana.

F.W.GUPTILL,. . « « v . ¢ ... .. Beddeford, ... ... .Maine.

RUEL C. BURGESS, . ... ..... Vassalboro, . . . . . . . Maine.

JOHN FRENCH, ..... .. JAuburn, . . ... e . Maine.

A.M SAWYER, ...... ..... Portland, ... ... ..Maine

LEWIS M. ZIMMERMAN,. ... . .Frederick, . ... . . Maryland.

JOHN W.SAVILLE, ......... Baltimore, ... .... Maryland.

WM. W.FROST,. . . .. ....... Marlboro,. . . . . ... Massachusetts.

THOS. R. SCOTT, ........... Boston, .. ....... Massachusetts.

GEO. A.CHASE, ........... Detroit, « . ... .... Michigan.

D. 8. COVERDALE, ... .... .. Owatonna, ... ... . Minnesota.

CASSIUS M. FERNALD, . . .. ... Owatonna, : . Minnesota.

JOHN H. WALKER, ......... Minneapolis, . ... .. Minnesota.

EDWARD SIMONTON,. . ...... St.Paul, .. ...... Minnesota.

J M.HURLEY, . « « « .. .o v v\ Carthage, . .. ..... Missouri.

A.H.BOWEN,. . ... ........ Hastings, . . ... ... Nebraska. .

CHAS. H. ALLEN, .......... Concord, . N. Hampshire,

LIBERTY W. FOSKETT,. ... ... Keene,. . . . ...... N. Hampshire.

JAMES M. LATTIMER, ....... Haddenfleld, . . . New Jersey.

E. F. BRAINARD, .......... Newark,. « « « v v« . . New Jersey.

W. V. H. CORTELYON, . ...... New York, . . .. ... New York.

GEORGE J. WENCK, . .New York, . ... ... New York.

WM. I. SHERMAN,. .. ... .... Albany, « . . . ... .. New York.

ALEXANDER STAIN, ... ... .Albany,. .. ... ... New York.

J. KENT HAMILTON, ... .. ... Toledo, . . . ... ... Ohio.

JAMES B. WILSON, ......... Cincinnati, . . ... .. Ohio.

FRED. C. DEITZ, ..... oo e e Zanesville, . . ... .. Ohio,

T. L. DAVIDSON, . . . ... . .Portland, ... ..... Oregon.

AMOS MULLEN, ........... Bellefonte, . . ... .. Pennsyivania.

J. H. R. STOREY, . . + . . Philadelphia,. . .. .. Pennsylvania.

W. LAMONT WHEELFR, ...... Newport, . . ... ... Rhode Island.

THOS. W. MANCHESTER, . . Providence,. . . . . .. Rhode Island

A . W.WILLS, ....000.. . Nashville, . . . . .. . Tennessee.

R. J. COFFEY,. ... . s e e e s e s Winsor, . . .. ..... Vermont.

MILES J. PITKIN, .......... La Crosse,. . . . . ... Wisconsin.

SB. F.8HAW,. . ... ..o 0veu.. Parkersburg, . . . ... W. Virginia.

‘WM. MCMICKEN,. .......... Olympia, . . . .. ... W.T
ASSISTANT INSPECTORS,

CHAS. 8. ANTHONY,. ... . «...Taunton, . .. .. ... Massachusetts,

JOHN E. BURROUGHS, . . .. . Providence,. . . . ... Rhode Island.

CYRUS FREEMAN,. .. .. ... .. Great Falls,. . . . ... N. Hampshire.

H.N.ROTHERY, . . . ¢« . v v v ... Washington, . . . ... D. C.

WILBUR F. SANDERS, ....... Bozemen, .. ...... Montana.

J. PAULJONES, . ...... «...Ashland, ........ Kentucky.

J.8T.J. CLARKSON, .. .......Dayton, . . . ...... Ouio.

H. P. MCINTIRE, . . ... ...... Red Wing, . ... .. . Minnesota.

ROBERT STRATTON, . ... .. . Fort Wayne, ... ... Indiana.

F.E.TYLER, . ...t veun. Chattanooga, . . . . . . Tennessee.

E.T.MARCUM, ............ Tacoma,. . . . .. ... W. T.

B.C.CHRISTY, . . . .. ... ... Pittsburg, . . Pennsylvania.

R. J. FLINT,

Mensmondie, . . .

. Wisconsin,
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D.D.NEER, .. ............ Portland, . . ... ... Oregon.

A. H. MCCRACKEN, ......... Waverly, .. ...... Iowa.
J.E.WEST, .............. Fargo, . « « « « v o o v« Dakota.
CHRISTIAN STAWITZ, ....... St. Louls, . . ...... Missouri.
CHAS. E. MERRITT, . . . ... ... Mount Holly, . . . . . . New Jersey.
R. STEWART DENNCE,. ... ... New Orleans, . . . . . . Louisiana.
ANDY M. FULLER, ......... Topeka, « « . « « « o« Kansas.
HENRY L. BROWN, ... ...... Hartford, . . ... ... Connecticut.
OLIVER J. CONANT,. .. ...... Rockland, .. .. .. .Maine.
THOS. J. LARKIN,. . ... ..... Baltimore, . . .. . .. Maryland.

The Assistant Inspectors will at once report by letter to O. A.
Janes, Inspector General, Hillsdale, Mich., for instructions.

By Commanp or JOHN 8. KOUNTZ.
W. W. ALCORN, Commander-in-Chief.
Adjutant General.

HEADQUARTERS GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC,
ToLepo, OH10, October 4,1884.
GENERAL ORDERS}
No. 6.

Attention is directed to the following letter:

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR—PENSION OFFICE,
‘WasuixgToN, D. C, Sept. 20, 1884. }

John 8. Kountz, Commander-in-Chief G. A. R., Toledo, Ohio:

DEar Sir:—In the analysis of cases pending before this office, as
made in July, 1883, the fact was disclosed that of the total number—
about 244,000 in round numbers—204,000 were awaiting the response of
‘claimants to our calls for necessary evidence. The evidence lacking
in a large number of cases, is that of officers and comrades to show the
origin of disability in serviceand line of duty.

In the majority of these cases, there is, at the Adjutant General’s
office, either no record at all, or one of constant presence for duty and,
in such cases, without the positive evidence of officers or comrades, a

ension cannot be granted under the present pension laws. The ina-
Eility to furnish this evidence, in otherwise meritorious cases, arises

rincii)ally from the fact, that comrades are widely separated and have
ost all knowledge of each other’s whereabouts.

Early in October, 1883, this otfice decided to establish a record of
all surviving soldiers and sailors who had served in the Union Army
and Navy during thelate war, and as it is safe to presume tlrat all good
soldiers are either members of the Grand Army 0? the Republic, or are
known to its members, a letter was addressed to Gen. Robert B. Beath,
then Commander-in-Chief of the Grand Army of the Republic, setting
forth the necessity of this office and soliciting his aid in obtaining the
record desired. He gave his hearty endorsement to_the undertaking,
and after a personal interview with him, a card was designed. * # *

Three hundred and fifty thousand of these cards were issued to the
various Departments of the Grand Army of the Republic, and at the
same time a General Order, (No. 4,) was issued by General Beath, re-
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questing the Commanders of the various Departments to see that said
cards were pronaptly filled in and returned to this office. Thirty-five of
the thirty-eight Departments have forwarded returns for about 50 per
cent. of their membership, but from the other three Departments, viz.:
Delaware, Indiana and Maine, we have been unable to obtain any
response. We are not receiving returns as rapidly as we could wish,
but we feel sure that if the Commanders of the different Posts could be
brought to understand the vast amount of good that has already been
derived from these records, by old and worthy comrades, it would add
anew interest to their labor.

Of the value and success of this undertaking, we feel fully assured
and we have the proof of it in the fact that since April 15, when the few
cards we had at that time were first assorted by States, Regiments and
Companies, and filed in cases for ready reference, we have settled hun-
dreds of cases that could not be adjudicated because of the inability of
claimants to furnish the necessary evidence of comrades as to the origin
of disability in service andline of duty.

‘We have over 300,000 names now on file and for the majority of
these, we are indcbted to the Grand Army of the Republic. But many
Regimental Associations have favored us with lists of their members,
ang we have obtained quite a number from the Special Examiners of
this office, who are instructed to make lists of ex-soldiers whom they
may meet while taking testimony. .

Many names are forwarded by private individuals who hearing of
the record as established, desire to make one of the number. We have
given you this detailed account of the origin and continuance of the re-
cord in question, with the hoYe that you will give your endorsement
to this work and that you will urge upon all Department Commanders
the necessity for them to comply with General Order No 4, and aim to
have their returns complete at an early day. A great deal remains to
be done, in fact, the workis only fairly begun, and we must look to the
Grand Army of the Republic for the assistance, without which our
object cannot be attained.

Feeling confident that you will join with me in giving this matter
your hearty approval. I am, very truly yours,

W. W. DubLgy,
Commissioner.

The Commander-in-Chief endorses the request of the Pension Office
contained in the foregoing letter, and urges Department Commanders
to require Posts that have not complied with General Order No. 4,
(Series 1883) to promptly do so, and request Posts that have furnished
such lists to forward the names of comrades who have been added to
roster since former report.

The result stated by the Commissioner again proves the usefulness
of our organization to deserving comrades, and every worthy soldier
should be encouraged to enlist under our banner, that he may have the
benefit of united counsel and effort.

By Commanp or JOHN 8. KOUNTZ,
W. W. ALCORN, Commander-in-Chief,
Adjutant General.
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HEADQUARTEES GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC,

GENERAL ORDERS TorEpo, OHIo, October 10, 1884.

No. 7.
1. The following Committees were appointed at the last National
Encampment, and are published for the information of comrades.
COMMITTEE ON SONS OF VERERANS. ‘
Oomrade LOUIS WAGNER, . . .. .Philadelphia,. . . . . . Pennsylvania.

IRA M. HEDGES, . . ... Haverstraw, . ... .. New York.
“ JOHN D BILLINGS,. .. .Canton, . ........ Massachusetts.
“ H. P. LLOYD,.. ... .. .Cincinnatf, . . . .. . . Ohio.
¢ - L.T.DICKASON,.. ... .Danville, .. ... .. .Illinois.
“ EDWARD NICAR,. .. .. 8outh Bend, . ... .. Indiana.
“ H.W.POND, ........FortScott, ....... Kansas.
“ RUSH J.SHANK, .. ... Lansing, ........ Michigan.
“ W. F.CHAMBERLIN, . . . Hannibal,. . . . . . .. Missouri.
“ H.M. NEVIUS,....... RedBank,. . ...... New Jersey.
“ JOHN C. LINEHAN, . .. .Penacook.. . . . ... . New Hampshire.
“ FRANK M. SMITH,. .. .Baltimore, .. .. ... Maryland.
“ BENJ. WILLIAMS, ... .Rockland,. . ...... Maine.

Committee to consider proposed changes in the Ritual, with
authority to receive proposifions for any changes submitted by vote of
any Department Encampment:

Comra,de BEN. D. HOUSE, . . . . . .Indianapolis, . . . . . . Indiana.
DAVID LANNING, ... .Columbus, . .. ... .Ohio.

“ JUHN 8. WHEELER, .. .Red Bank, ... ... .NewJersey.
“ A.J. SELLERS, ,..... Philadelphia,. . . . . . Pennsylvania.
“ JAS. I. MEECH, ... ... Lynn, . . ........ Massachusetts.

The subject of “Uniform,” which was laid over as unfinished
business was also referred to this committee.

Committee to consider pending amendments to Art. IV, Chap. I,
Rules and Regulations:
Comrade A. P. KETCHAM,. . . . . .93 Nassau Street, N. Y. Citly.

“ J.W.BURST,........Sycamore,. ... ... .lllinols.

" W.J. MARSHALL,. ... . Chattanooga,.. . . . . . Tennessee.
“ I.8.BANGS, . ....... Waterville, . . . . ... Maine.

“ R.B. BROWN, . ... ... Zanesville, . . ... .. Ohio.

Believing there should be a united effort upon the part of the
Grand Army of the Republic to procure additional and much needed
legislation upon the subject of pensions by Congress, the National En-
campment at its annual session held in Baltimore, June, 1882, referred
the whole matter to a special committee. This committee has been
continued from year to year, and is now composed- of the following
comrades:

Comrade GEORGE 8. MERRILL, . .Lawrence, ... ... .Massachusetts.

“ LOUIS WAGNER, ... .. Philadelphia, . . . . . . Pennsylvania.

i C. H. GROSVENOR, . . . . Athens, ... .. « « . .Ohio.

“ JAMES TANNER, ... . .Brooklyn,........ New York.

“ 8.8. BURDETT,. . . ... .Washington, ... ... D. C. -
“ JOHN C. LINEHAN.. . . . Penacook,. . . ... .. New Hampshire.

“ O. R. MCNARY,. ... ... Leavenworth, ..... Kansas.
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This committee has been much embarrassed and its efforts greatly
weakened by the individual action of Posts in sending resolutions and
memorials to Congress upon this subject. To prevent this the National
Encampment at its last session passed the following resolution:

“ Resolved, That all petitions, resolutions and memorials by Posts in
regard to pension legislation, be required to be forwarded to National
Headquarters through Department Headquarters, and that Posts be

forbidden to make separate and lndependent apphcatlons to Congress for
legislation on the subject of pensions.’

II. Comrades are warned against the followmg persons who are
reported to be imposing upon members and Posts throughout the
country.

Adrian D. Ruggles, a dishonorably discharged member of Post
130, Department Massachusetts; he is five feet eight inches in height,
lame in right leg, was a member.of 38th Massachusetts, and claims to
be a druggist.

A person calling himself C. Israel Johnson, and claiming to hail
from Prescott Post, Providence, Rhode Island.

Capt. Almon D. Tuttle, once a member of Meade Post, Depart-
ment of Potomac; a plausible talker, about 75 years old.

By CoMMAND or JOHN 8. KOUNTZ,
W. W. ALCORN, - Commander-in- Chicf.
Adjutant General.

)

HEADQUARTERS GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC,
ToLepo, Ouro, November 28, 1884,
GENERAL ORDERS :

No. 8,
The following appointments are hereby announced:
AIDES-DE~CAMP.
comm: WM. H. H. CLAYTON, . . . Fort 8Smith,. . ..... Arkansas,
A. W. COLLINS, . .. ... Oakland, ........ California.
“ R.H.DUNN, ... ..... Pueblo, ... ...... Colorado.
“ GEORGE ADY,. ...... Denver, . . . . ... .. Colorado.
“ RUGER BRENNAN,... .Egan, .. ........ Dakota.
“ WM. B. COYLE, ...... Spearfish, . . . .. ... Dakota.
u“ J. C. TAYLOR, .. ... .. Washington,. . . . . .. D. C.
“ JOHN B. TANNER, . . .. Washington, . ... .. D. C.
“ LYMAN B. CUTLER, .. .Washington, . ... .. D. C.
“ JOHN JAY PHILBRICK, . Key West, . . ..... Florida.
“ JOHN F.LEWIS,. ... .. Atlanta,. . . . .. ... Georgla.
“ GEO. L. MESERVEY, . . .Chicago,. . . . .. ... Illinois.
“ E.D. LOUD,. . .. ... .. Chicago, . . . . .. ... Illinotis.
“ JOHN W.LANE,. ... .. Danville, . . ... ... Illinois.
“ D. N.FOSTER, ....... Ft. Wayne, .. ..... Indiana.

“ W.B. COCHRAN,...... Cherokee, .. ..... Kansas,
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Comrade E.R. WESTFALL, . ... . Severance, .. ... .. Kansas
J. W. FEIGHAN,. . .. .. Emporia, . ....... Kansas
“ W. F. COCHRAN, ... .. Osborne, .. ...... Kansas
“ W.J. LEA, ... ...... Topeka, . . . . .. ... Kansas.
“ GEORGE R. PIERCE, . . .Shelburn Falls,. . . . . Massachusetts.
“ . GRANVILLEC. FISKE, . . Ashland, ........ Massachusetts.
“ J. WALTER BRADLEE, . . Milton, . ........ Massachusetts.
“ GEO. W. JOHNSON, . Baltimore, . ...... Maryland.
“ NELSON FALES, ... .. Thomastown, . . . . .. Maine.
“ JOHN F. TOBIN,. . . . .. Camden, ........ Maine
“ CHARLES E. GECHTEL, .Bangor,} . . . . .. ... Maine
“ HORATIO N. SAWYER, .Auburn,. . ....... Maine
“ CECIL A. HALL, . . . . . . Kalamazoo,. . . . . .. Michigan.
“ R. A. PARKER, .. .. .. Detroit, . . ....... Michigan.
“ W. H. WEBSTER, ... .. Central City, . . . . . . Nebraska.
“ GEORGE B. DEMING, . . . Enfield, . . ... '....N.H
“ J. W. CRAWFORD, .FortCralg, . ...... New Mexico.
“ CHAS. 8. BURNS, . . ... New York, . . ..... New York
“ U.8.STEVENS, .. .. .. Binghampton, ... .. New York
“ FRANK M. CLARK,. .. .New York, . ...... New York
“ WM. STIFFEY,. . .. ... Wellsville, . ...... New York
“ C. H. LUTZENS, . ... .. New York, ....... New York
“ C. HULL GRANT, .. ... Brooklyn,. ... . . New York
“ R. H. SCHOOLEY, . . ... Rochester, . ..... .New York
“ JOHN N. FRAZEE, .Cleveland, ....... Ohio.
o M.J.SLOAN, , .. ... .. Warren, . . . . ... .. Ohio.
¢ JOHN K. DUKE, . ... .. Portsmouth, . ... .. Ohio.
“ J.M.HALL,. ........ Toledo, .+ .. .. ... Ohio.
“ H. G. WHITE, ....... Millersburg, . ... .. Ohio
“ JOHN McELROY, ..... Toledo, . ........ Ohio.
“ H. H. NORTHROP, . . . . . Portland, . ..... .. Oregon.
“ F.K. ARNOLD,. . . ... . Portland, . ....... Oregon
“ G. T. DAVIDSON, . . . . . Portland, . . ...... Oregon.
“ W.B. WARREN, . . .. .. Erie,. . . ... ... .. Pennsylvania.
“ WM. J. FERGUSON, . . . . Philadelphia,. . . . . . Pennsylvania.
“ JAMES BEALE, .. .. .. Philadelphia, . . . . .. Pennsylvania.
“ J. C. SUNDERLAND, . Philadelphia, . . . . . . Pennsylvania.
[ WM. DWYER, ....... Oil City,. . . . ... .. Pennsylvania.
“ CHAS. HOLYLAND, . . . . Pittsburg,. . . . . . .. Pennsylvania.
“ JOS. WELSH, . . ...... Philadelphia, . . . . . . Pennsylvania.
“ J. B. WOOLSON, ... ... Chattanooga, . . . . . . Tennessee.
u“ RUFUS S.JONES, . .. .. Hampton, ....... Virginia.
“ G. N. ALEXANDER, .. .Seattle, .. ....... ‘Wash. Ter.
“ D. B. BAKER,. .. ... .. Vancouver, . . « . . . . ‘Wash. Ter
“ J.B. MITCHELL, . . . . .. Toledo, .. ....... ‘Wash. Ter.
u“ J.8. BROWN,. .. ..... Spokane Falls, . . . .. Wash, Ter.
“ EUGENE BIONDI,. . . .. Port Townsend, . Wash. Ter.
INSPECTORS GENERAL.
COMBADE ABIAL C. SAVAGE, . Eureka Springs, . . . . Arkansas.
G. W. WATTS, ....... San Francisco, . . . .. California
[0 J. A. MCMORRIS, . . . ... Colorado Springs, . Colorado.
“ B. F. STEAVENS, . . ... Warrington, ... ... Florida.
[ ERASTUS W. WOOD, . . .Santa Fe, . . . .. ... New Mcxico.
“ JOHN PEATTIE,. .. ... Utica, . v« v v o o v v New York.
" L. D. RICHARDS, . . .Fremont, .. ... . Nebraska.
“ J. W. WOODMAN, . . ... Norfolk,. . . ... ... Virginia.

NINETEENTH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT
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Comrade Thomas R. Scott. announced as Aide de-Camp in General
Orders No. b, is hereby relieved.

Comrade J. M. Hall is hereby assigned to duty at these Head-
quarters and will have charge of all matters of transportation.

By commanp or JOHN 8. KOUNTZ,
W. W. ALCORN, Commander-in-Chief.
Adjutant General.

HEADQUARTERS GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC,
ToLepo, OHIO, December 13, 1884,
GEN#RAL ORDERS

No. 9.

I. It gives the Commander-in-Chief great satisfaction to be able
to announce that, notwithstanding the excitement incident to a heated
political campaign, the membership of the Grand Army of the Republic
has steadily increased during the summer and autumn months. Con-
gratulating the officers and comrades upon this auspicious result, he
urges them to renewed efforts during the winter season to bring into
our association all honorably discharged soldiers and sailors, who merit
our confidence, and thus extend the goodly influences of the Grand
Army of the Republic,

II. At the Eighteenth Annual Encampment the following resolu-
tion was passed: : .

¢ Resolved, That the Council of Administration shall ask for designs
for a small pin or button that may be worn and acknowledged as a mark
of membership, and when a design is offered that meets its approval,
the same shall be promulgated in Orders and become a recognized badge
under such regulations as may be deemed advisable by the Commander-
in-Chief and Council of Administration.”

In pursuance of this resolution the Council of Administration at a
meeting held November 12, 1884, adopted a design, [see cut at bottom of
this Order,] in the form of a button, to be worn on the left lapel of the
coat. The wearing of this decoration is not obligatory, and does not
take the place of the badge prescribed by Section II, Article IX, Chap-
ter V, R. and R.

III. Owing to a large reduction in the contract price of supplies,
the Quartermaster General is enabled to make a corresponding reduc-
tion to Departments. To save both expense and labor to National
Headquarters, it is suggested that requisitions be made by Departments
for a three months’ supply.

IV. The attention of Department Commanders is especially called
to the losses the Grand Army continues to sustain by suspensions,
which is no doubt largely owing to negligence and indifference on the
part of Post officers. Attention is also called to the delay of Depart-
ments in forwarding quarterly reports, which are frequently incomplete,
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owing to the fact that Posts have not made theirreports. It isthe duty
of Department Commanders to see that Post officers discharge their
duty, in accordance with the Rules and Regulations and their oath of
office.

V. Departments, Posts or comrades, having anything to present
to the committee appointed to consider pending amendments to Art.
IV, Chap. I, R. & R, are requested to forward the same to Comrade A.
P. Ketchum, Chairman, No. 402 Washington Street, New York, prior
to February 1st, 1885.

VI. The following named comrades are appointed a Committee
on Transportation for the Portland Encampment, 1885 :

Comrade Samuel Wells, Buchanan, Mich.
Comrade J. M. Hall, Toledo, Ohio.

Comrade J. C. Linehan, Penacook, N. H. _
Comrade Thomas J. Stewart, Philadelphia, Pa.
Comrade J. G. Everest, Chicago, Ills.

VII. The Department of Pennsylvania, by resolution passed at
its Semi-Annual Encampment held August 20, 1884, requested the Com-
mander-in-Chief to call attention of Comrades of the Grand Army of the
Republic to the Gettysburg Battle-field Association, which has been
organized for the purpose of purchasing and holding the battle ground
of Gettysburg, and is under the control of comrades of the Department
of Pennsylvania. A large portion of the battle-field has already been
acquired and is he'd in fee simple by the association, and it is the
design to purchase the remaining portion of this historic ground, that it
may be forever preserved, and suitable tablets be erected to mark the
positions of the various commands engaged. To raise funds for this
purpose the Association has issued stock in shares of $10.00 each, which,
together with full information, can be had upon application to Thos. J.
Stewart, Assistant Adjutant General, Department of Pennsylvania,
1202 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia.

VIII. All Comrades who served in the Signal Corps, during the
war, either on detached service or in the regular Corps, are requested
to send their address to the Historian of the Signal Corps Association,
J. Willard Brown, West Medford, Mass.

IX. Comrade Thos. G. Davidson, Salem, Oregon, appointed Aide-
de-Camp, was incorrectly announced in General Order No. 8, as T. L.
Davidson.

By CommaND oF JOHN 8. KOUNTZ,
W. W. ALCORN, Commander-in-Chief.
Adjutant General.
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HEADQUARTERS GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC,
. TorLepo, OHIO, December 15, 1884.
GENERAL ORDERS
No. 10.

The Commander-in-Chief hereby calls the attention of all comrades
to the following Circular of the National Committee on Pensions, of the
Grand Army of the Republic, and fully endorses the sentiments therein
expressed:

Commander and Comrades :

There has been published, with the statement that it was to be
sent to all Posts of the Grand Army of the Republic, a circular from
members of Post 15, Department of Massachusetts, appealing to com-
rades and Posts for an endorsement of the $8 a month Pension Bill.

It is earnestly hoped that such endorsement will not be given.

The Pension Committee of the National Encampment have had
three years’ experience in s)resenting the subject of pension legislation
to Congress and its several Committees; they were commissioned to
speak for the Grand Army by the highest authority of the organization.
Their disinterestedness and desire to secure the best possible changes
in the pension law, will hardly be questioned, and three gears intimate
connection with the subject, its possibilities and probabilities before
* Congress certainly entitles their opinions to consideration.

This Committee has reported, and their report received the almost
unanimous endorsement of the National Encampment, that it was inad-
visable, at present, to ask for the enactment of a law granting universal
and indiscriminate pensions.

There are now pending over 250,000 pension applicants, of the eye-
less, legless, armless and sick, and of the widows and orphans of our
comrades deceased. It is estimated that four-fifths of this list are delay-
ed and their present adjudication prevented, from the lack of testimony
which the lapse of twenty years and the death of witnesses since the
war, renders unattainable. Doubtless fully 200,000 of these pensions
for needy and suffering ones would have been at once settled by the
passage of the law asked by the Grand Army Pension Committee, but
which was obstructed and 1mpeded by the seeming division of opinion
from the untimely introduction of the $8 a month bill.

The endorsement of the latter, is not merely a question of placing
your comrades and Posts in direct antagonism to the National Encamp-
ment but far more and worse, it is a question whether the column of
800,000 able bodied and strong comrades shall just now attempt to elbow
aside the already long waiting procession of 200,000 disabled and suffer-
ing ones, the orphans and widows, that the larger and stronger column
may first get their $8 a month.

Let us not, as members of the Grand Army, so place ourselves
before Congress and the people. :

The $8 a month bill would add over one hundred million per year
to the present pension disbursements; there is no possibility of its pas-
sage at the present time. The more pressing and immediate legislation
may be secured by united action ; divided councils prevent the enact-
ment of any proper measure of relief.

Let us, in accordance with the action of the National Encampment,
first unitedly demand such immediate legislation as shall give pensions
to the long suffering ones now vainly knocking at the portals of the pen-
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sion office, and close forever the doors of the almshouses of our land
against the old veteran and his dependent ones.

In God and humanity’s name let the well veteran wait till the law
can be amended to grant justice to the crippled and disabled ones.

Yours in F,, C.and L.,

GEORGE 8. MERRILL,
LOUIS WAGNER,

C. H. GROSVENOR, National G- A. R.
JAMES TANNER, Committee on
S. S. BURDETT, Pensions.

JOHN C. LINEHAN,
0. R. McNARY,

By CommanD or JOHN 8. KOUNTZ,
W. W. ALCORN, Commander-in-Chief.
Adjutant General.

HEeADQUARTERS GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC,
Torepo, O., January 2, 1885. }
GENERAL ORDERS

No. 11..

The Commander-in-Chief deems it his duty to urge upon com-
rades the necessity of taking active measures to induce Congress to pass
at its present session, the “Mexican Pension Bill, with Amendments,”
now pending in the House of Representatives.

While this bill does not meet all the just demands of the soldiers
of the late war, it is nevertheless an advanced step in that direction,
embracing as it does most of the recommendations of the National Pen-
sion Committee of the Grand Army of the Republic, and it is undoubt-
edly the best that can be obtained at this session. Its passage will
bring incalculable relief to thousands of long-suffering comrades, and
the widows and orphans of those who have passed beyond mortal aid.
The Senate passed this bill at its last session, and it now only awaits
the favorable action of the House of Representatives, and the approval
of the President to become a law.

It is confidently believed. that a united expression by the com-
rades of the Grand Army of the Republic, together with the tens of
thousands of citizens who favor this bill, made at once to the House of
Representatives, will secure the passage of this much needed Pension
legislation before the close of the present session.

It is urged that comrades in every locality immediately make an
organized effort to obtain this expression ; and it is suggested that each
Post divide the territory within its jurisdiction into districts that can be
canvassed in a few days, and the work of obtaining signatures to peti-
tions be assigned to such comrades or friends, as will give immediate
and active attention to the work. By such means, within a few weeks
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at the farthest, a million of names may be presented to the House ask-
ing for the passage of this bill; and there is little doubt that such a
request will be heeded. Blank petitions have already been sent to all
Posts. Should more be needed, they can be had upon application to the
Chairman of the Pension Committee, Grand Army of the Republic,
No. 1405, G Street N. W., Washington, D. C., to whom all petitions
should be forwarded when completed.

But a few weeks remain of the present session. Whatever is possi-
ble to do, should be done at once. Our comrades who need relief need
it now. A year, or even a few months, may be too late for many who are
already weary with long waiting and patient suffering.

By Commanp or JOHN S. KOUNTZ,
Commander-in-Chief.

GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC.

‘W. W. ALCORN,
Adjutant General.

HEADQUARTERS GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC,}
Torgpo, O., February 25, 1885.

GENERAL ORDERS
No. 12

}

I. The following appointments are announced :
AIDES-DE-CAMP.

COMRADE JULIUS A. BRISTOL, . . . Ansonia, .. ... . . . Connecticut.
“ ,JOHN McGILL,. ... ... Stamford, . . . .. . . . Connecticut.
“ SAMUEL J. CHAFFER, . . New Brittain, . .. .. Connecticut.
“ WM. W. HIBBARD, . . . . Washington, . .....D.C.
“ WM. HOWARD MILLS, . . Washington, . .. ... D.C.
“ WM.JAMES, .. ...... Jacksonville, . . . Florida.
. CHAS. W. MYERHOFF, . . Evansville, . . .. ... Indiana.
“ J.G.EVEREST, ...... Chicago,. . . . « .+ ... Illinois.
“ FRANK CLENDENIN, . .Morristown, ...... Illinois.
s THOMASH.LEE, ..... RedOak, ........ Iowa.
“ J.K.MASON,. « .. .. .. Keokuk, IS (2%
“ P.D.SCHOFIELD, . . . .. West Union, . ... . .JIowa.
“ E. H. COLCORD, «..Vinton, . . ....... Iowa.
“ J.H. CRAWFORD,.....Afton, .. ........ Iowa.
“ C. EDGAR WHEELER, . .Topeka, . . ... ... .Kansas.
. CHARLES D, STILES, . . . Dorchester, . . . . ... Massachusetts.
“ W.W.FOSTER, ..... . South Deerfield, . . . . Massachusetts.
“ WALTERCUTTING,. . . . Pittsfleld,. . . ... .. Massachusetts.
i CHARLES H. BAKER, . .Lynn, . . .. .. .... Massachusetts.
“ EDWARD E. EDSON, . .East Bridgewater, . . . Massachusetts.
“ GEORGE P. MOTT,. . . . . Baltimore, . ... ... Maryland.
“ JOHN C. ERDMAN, . . . .Baltimore, . . Maryland.
“ E.I. MERRILL, ...... Farmington, . ... .. Maine.
[0 E.H. TAYLOR,. . . .. .. Vassar, . . ... ... Michigan.
“ R. W.SKEELS,....... Holton, - . . ..... . Michigan.
“ ROBERT F.HILL, .. ... Kalamazoo,. . . . . . . Michigan.
“ DAVID BACON, ...... Niles, . . ........ Michigan.
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Cownum OLIVER F. BRIGGS, . . Minneapolis, . . . ... Minnesota.
FRANK F.8NOW,. .. - .KansasClty, ...... Missourt.

“ AMASACOBB, ....... Lincoln,. . . ... ... Nebraska.

“ CHAS. L. HARRIS, ... .Cedar Rapids, ... .. Nebraska.

“ J.F.ZEDIKER.. ... .. .Franklyn,........ Nebraska.

“ SIMEON BLOOM, .....Omaha, .. ... .... Nebraska.

“ W.A. MCALLISTER, .. .Columbus, .... .. .Nebraska.

“ W.C.HENRY, ....... Fairmount, . . . ... . Nebraska.

“ JAMES C. TAYLOR,. . . .Trenton, .. ...... New Jersey.

“ A.D. BLANCHET, ... .. Moonstown, .. .... New Jersey.

“ ALONZO BEDELL,. . . . . Haverstraw, . ... .. New York.

“ JOHN D. TERRY, ..... New York, . ...... New York,

o HENRY PEASELL, ... .GreenPoint, . ... .. New York.

“ EDWARD M. DUBEY,. . . Brooklyn,. . ... ... New York.

“ CHAS. E. COWTAN,. . . .Brooklyn,. ... ... .New York.

“ HENRY E. STAMBACH, .Buflalo, . . ....... New York.

o JOHNC. LIMBECK, ... .NewYork, .......NewYork.

“ WM. C. HARRIS, ..... New York, ....... New York.

" H.A.WEEKS, .......NewVYork, ....... New York,

“ E F. RICHARDSON, .+..NewYork, ....... New York.

“ C. 8. BROWN,. «...Toledo, « . ... .... Ohio.

¢ 8. A. WHITFIELD ... .Cincinnati, . . . . ... Ohio.

“ ROBERT CULLEN, ... .Cincinnati, ... .... Ohio. |

“ A.M L. WASSON, ..... Cincinnati, . . . . ... Ohio.

“ JEWETT PALMER, ... .Marietta, . ... .... Ohio.

¢ CARL BANCROFT, ... .Columbus, ..... . .Ohio.

“ DAVID ZIMMER, .. .. .Zanesville, . ... .. . Ohlo.

i J H. PUCK,. : .Toledo, e e Ohfo.

o TIIOS. BUR.CHFIELD .Altoona, .. ...... Pennsylvania.

“ LEE HAYMOND,. .. ... Clarksburg,. . . . . . . West Virginia.

“ J.W. FISHER, ....... Cheyenne, ....... ‘Wyoming Ter.

“ GUSTAVE SCHTNIGER,. Laramie City, ... .. ‘Wyoming Ter.

ABSISTANT INSPECTOR GENERAL. '

CoMRADE PETER B. AYERS,. . ... Wilmington, . . . . . . Delaware.

II. The following resignations have been accepted:

COMRADE JAMES E. GRAHAM,A.D.C,y. . . . ¢« v v o Fort Wayne, Indiana.
“ F.C. DEITZ, A D.C, appointed A. Q. M. G. . Zanesville Ohio.
“ J.W.FISHER, A.D.C.,elected 8.V.Dept.Com.Cheyenne, Wyoming Ty.
“ ROBERT STRATTON, A.L.G,. . ... .. . . Fort Wayne, Indiana.

By Commanp or JOHN 8. KOUNTZ,
W.W. ALCORN, Commander-in-Chief.
Adjutant General.

HEADQUARTERS GRAND ARMY OF THER REPUBLIC,}
ToLepo, Onio, March 14, 1885.

GENERAL ORDERS

No. 13.

I. Department Commanders will cause to be made a thorough
inspection of each Post within their respective Departments between
the first day of April and the fifteenth day of May, and report to the
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Department Inspector on amended Form H, who will consolidate the
same upon Form E, and forward to Comrade O. A. Janes, Inspector
General, Hillsdale, Mich., on or before the twenty-fifth day of May,
1885. Assistant Inspectors and Post Commanders in making such
inspections will follow the form prescribed by the National Encamp-
ment, found on page 52, Service Book.

Assistant Inspectors will inspect the Headquarters of their respec-
tive Departments and make a written report’of the condition thereof to
the Inspector General, on or before the fifteenth day of May, 1885.

II. The Society of the Army of the Potomac will hold its annual
meeting at Baltimore, Maryland, May 6, 1885. The Committee of
Arrangements, through these Headquarters, extend to Posts of the
Grand Army throughout the country, a cordial invitation to participate
in the reception of the members of the society, and pledge that the city
of Baltimore will do all in its power to make the visit enjoyable. Com-
rades of the Grand Army of the Republic who have tested the hospital-
ity of Baltimore, need no additional assurances.

III. Much unnecessary expense, trouble and disappointment is
frequently occasioned to those seeking admission to National Military
Homes, by a want of knowledge of the rules of admission. No Post or
individual should send a person to be admitted into any of these Homes,
without having first made application therefor and ascertained whether
he is eligible. Blanks with full instructions for the admission of appli-
cants can be obtained by sending to the Commanding Officers of the
respective Homes.

IV. The National Encampment will hold its Nineteenth Annual
Session in the city of Portland, Maine, June ?4th and 25th, 1885.
Details will be announced in General Orders, as soon as perfected.

By Commanp oF JOHN 8. KOUNTZ,

W. W. ALCORN, Commander-in-Chief.
Adjutant General.

HEADQUARTERS GRAND ARMY OF THE RFPUBLIC,
ToLepo, Onio, March 28, 1885.
GENFRAL ORDERS}
No. 14.
I

“Proposed amendments to the Rules and Regulations must be
presented to the Adjutant General in time to furnish each member a
copy at least thirty days before the National Encampment.” (Resolu-
tion Encampment, June 18, 1879.

In accordance with the foregoing resolution, proposed amendments
to the Rules and Regulations, must be forwarded to these Headquarters
not later than April 24, 1885.
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II. Thefollowing appointments are hereby announced:
AIDES-DE-CAMP.

CoMRADE EDWARD" MOORE, . . . .Portland, . ....... Maine,
“ JOHN WILLIAMSON, . . .Portland, . . ...... Maine.
“ HENRY STREET, ... .. New Orleans, . . . . . . Louisiana.
“ JAMES J. HEALY,. . . . . Chicago,. . . . ... .. Illinois.
“ F.8. CAPRON, . ... ... Chicago, . . . . ... .. Illinois.
“ C. W. VON TROTHA, . . .Denver, . . . ... ... Colorado.
“ W.P. ALTMAN, .. .... Salida,. . . . .. .. .. Colorado.
“ DEXTER T. SAPP,. . . . . Leadville.. . . .. ... Colorado.
s CHAS. B. PECK, . ... .. Columbia,. . .. .. .. Dakota.
“ JOHN C. SCHMIDT, ... .Westfield,. . ... ... Massachusetts.
¢ GEORGE W. WILSON, . . Hamilton, ... .. .. Ohio.
“ BEN. HENDERSON, . .. .Sedan,. . . .. ..... Kansas.
“ JOHN M. ARMSTRONG, .St.Joseph, ... .... Missourl.
“ JOHN H. STOTHOFF, . . .New York, ... ... . New York.
“ HARRY R. WHITING, ... Albuerque, . . . . . .. New Mexico.
“ MICHAEL H. MURPHY, .Las Vegas, ... .... New Mexico.
Y FRANKLIN JORDEN, . .Santa Fe,. . ... ... New Mexico.
“ FERDINAND F. BOLTZ, . Ft. Wayne, . . . . . . . Indiana.
“ O. W. BLAKESLEY, . .. .Menden, ........ Connecticut.
“ DANIEL WORCESTER, . . Bridgeport, . . . . . . . Michigan.
“ MICHAEL CORNELY, . .Kirky,. .. ... .« . .Ohio.
ASSISTANT INSPECTORS GENERAL.
CoMRADELOUIS B. FULWILER, . .Peru, .. ........ Indiana.
“ M. W. MERRIFIELD, . . .UnionCity,. . ... .. Indiana.
“ CHARLES EMERY, . .. .Fort Worth, ... ... Texas.

The resignations of Comrades M. J. Sloan, Warren, O., and John
H. Walker, of New York City, Aides-de-Camp, are accepted. The
former has been elected Junior Vice Commander, Department of Ohio,
and the latter appointed Assistant Quartermaster General, Department
of New York.

By Commanp oF JOHN S. KOUNTZ,
W. W. ALCORN, Commander-in-Chief.
Adjutant General.

ADpJUuTANT GENERAL’S OFFICE,

HEADQUARTERS GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC,
ToLEDpO, OHIO, April 30th, 1885. }

GENERAL ORDERS
No. 15.

MEMORIAL DAY.

In accordance with Rules and Regulations, May 30th will be ob-
served as Memorial Day. As defined by resolution of the Eighteenth
Annual Encampment, it will be kept sacred to the memory of our
heroic dead. Let no idle merry-making mar its consecrated hours.

Twenty years have passed since our last Grand Review. The death
roll of years has added tens of thousands to the half million graves we
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left behind. The daily tolling bell, the freshly knotted crape, the
muffled drum, the slow and solemn procession, tell how fast our com-
rades join the silent ranks above.

One by one a gallant leader languishes upon his couch of pain, and
over myriads of homes the death angel hovers darkly. Hallowed be
the day that brings such solemn thoughts as these.

Our comrades sleep well. No tear can disturb their profound slura-
ber; no perfume of flowers make their rest more sweet. But wherever
Memorial Day is observed there rises a higher ideal of American valor,
a holier care for the men who saved the Union.

Let Posts of the Grand Army everywhere assemble. Enlist all
loyal hearts in an observance of the day. Let the women and children
be invited. Let all who reverence the flag unite in the ministration of
loyalty and affection. The custom of inviting the clergy to hold
memorial services on the Sunday preceeding Memorial Day is again
commended, and comrades should feel it a privilege and duty to
attend.

Where there are no graves to gather around, as on the far frontier,
memorial services may still be held. Where there are no flowers to
wreathe, there still remains that perfect flower of Freedom—the Red,
‘White and Blue. Above each patriot’s grave may its benedictions fall.

The flowers of love are immortal. Be it ours to cherish them in
our hearts and let their fragrance fill our lives.

By Commanp or JOHN 8. KOUNTZ,
W. W. ALCORN, . Commander-n-Chief.
Adjutant General.

HEADQUARTERS GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC,
Torepo, Onio, May 25, 1885.
GENERAL ORDERS
No. 16.
The following appointments are hereby announced :

AIDES-DE-CAMP.

CoMRADET. H. GOODMAN, ... .. San Francisco, . . .. . California.
“ H.ELLEAU, ........ San Francisco, . ... . California.
s T.K.NOBLE, . . . ... .. San Francisco, ... .. California.
o GEO. M. BOWMAN, ... .SanJose. . .. ..... California.
“ B.0O. CARR,. . . . ... .. St. Helena, . . ... .. California.
“ CHAS. E. PINKHAM, . . .Sacramento, . ... .. California.
“ JOHN H. THATCHER, . .Hartford, . ....... Connecticut.
“ CHARLEST. CLEMENT, .Fargo, . . . « « . « ... Dakota.

“ W.H.BROWN,....... Grand Forks, . . . ... Dakota.
“ JMLOCK, . ........ Plankinton, . ..... Dakota.
s JAMES WILSON, ..... Flandreau, . ...... D.kota.

“ W. W.SIMPSON.. . .... Wilmington, . . . ... Delaware.
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CoMRADEW T. GRIFFINBERG,. . . Wyoming, ... ... .Delaware.
P. E. MCMURRAY,. . . . . Jacksonville, . . . . . . Florida.
* M.L.OSBORN, . . ... .. Eustig,. . ... ... .. Florida.
‘“ ALBERT E. SEIFERT, . . Atlanta,. . ... ... .Georgia.
“ HENRY D. FIELD, . . . .Chicago,. . ... ... .Illinois.
“ W.D.LEWIS,. .. .... .Vincennes, .. ... .. Indiana.
“ C. E. BRIANT, ... ... .Huntington, .. .. .. Indiana.
“ C.E. WHITSIT,. . ... . .Madison, ... ... .. Indiana.
“ A. F. SPAULDING, ... .Wabash, ........ Indiana.
“ WM. H. ARMSTONG, . . . Terre Haute, . . . . . . Indiana.
“ J. B. PLESSINGER, . . . . Bluffton, ... . ... . Indiana.
“ JOHN A. M. COX, . .. . .Ilndianapolis,. . . . . . [Indiana.
“ CHAS. A. ZOLLINGER, . . Fort Wayne, . . .. .. Indiana.
“ E. J. BABCOCK, . Davenport, . . . ... . lowa.
“ J.W.WOOUD, ........Bussey, . ........ Iowa.
“ E. P. SNOW, ... ..... Winfield, ... ... .. Kansas.
“ L.C. WELDY,. .......Galena, .. ....... Kansas.
“ W. W. MARTIN, . . . . .. Fort Scott, . . ... .. Kansas.
“ HENRY BOOTH,...... Larned, . . .. .. ... Kansas.
“ J. 8. KELLY, ... ... . .Minneapolis, . . . . . . Kansas.
“ EDWIN COLLAR, ... . .Coldwater, .. ... .. Michigan.
“ PHILLIP MOTHERSELL, . Detroit, . . .. ... .. Michigan.
“ J.R.JENKINS,. . ... .. St.Paul,. . .. ... .. Minnesota.
“ WASHINGTON PIERCE, . Minneapolis, . . . . .. Minnesota.
“ G. W. FITZPATRICK, . Kansas City, . . . . . . Missouri.
e V. P. DILLI‘IGHAM, . . .Victoria, .. ... ... Missouri.
“ ‘WM. S. POPE, . .. .St.Louis, ... .. ... Mis-ouri.
“ J. H. MA(,OMBI‘R, ..... Fort Custar, ... ... Montana.
“ P. A. DOLMAN, ..... .Butte,..........Montana.
“ ROSS DEEGAN, .. ... .Helena, . ... ... .. Montana.
b E. ALLEE, ... ...... Omaha, . ... ... .. Nebraska.
“ CHAS. H.REED, . . . . . .Manchester, .. .. .. New Hamp.
“ JOHN H. LOCKE, . . ... Portsmouth, . . . ... New Hamp.
u“ PETER MITCHELL, . . . .C Jonway, . « . ... New Hamp.
“ A.CHAPMAN, .. ... .. Salisbury,. . . ... .. New Hamp.
u“ CHAS. J. JOHNSON, . . . . Hamilton, .. ... .. New York.
“ I. H. KOSTER, . . ... .. Port Lyden, . . . New York.
“ JAMES M. SMITH, . . . . . Little Falls,. . . . . .. New York.
¢ L.W.FISBE, . . ... .. .Boonville,. . ... ... New York.
“ L. F. HALL,. .. ... .. .Napanock, ... .. . .New York.
“ JAMES DOLAN, ... .. .Watertown,. . . ... .New York.
“ JOHN A. SHILLING, .Brooklyn,. . . ... .. New York.
“ I.H. NASON,....... .Brooklyn,. ... .. .. New York.
“ HENRY CORSE, .. ... .Saugerties, . ... ... New York.
“ W.J CAMNITZ. .. ... .Columbus, ... .. .. Ohio.
o H. M. GREGORY, .. ... Astoria, . . . . ... .. Oregon.
¢ ROBERT WALLACE, . . . Philadelphia,. . . . . . Pennsylvania.
“ JOHN BURNETT, . .. .. Norristown, . .. ... Pennsylvania.
“ WILLIAM E. MILLER, . .Carlisle, . . . . ... .. Pennsylvania.
“ JOSEPH B. EATON, . . . .Pittsburg.. . . . .. .. Penusylvania.
“ B. B. TIFFANY, .. ... .Indiana,. .. .. .. . Pennsylvania.
“ E. L. SCHROEDER, .York, .. ... ... .. Pennsylvania.
“ CHAS. F. MCKENNA, . Pittsburg, . . . . .. .. Pennsylvania.
“ DAVID S. RAY, . ... .. East Providence, . . . . Rhode Island.
“ D. F. LONGSTREET,. . . . Providence,. . . . . . Rhode Island.
“ THOMAS W CoyY, . .... Westerly, . . . ... .. Rhode Island.

ALBERT E, SHOLES,

. Chattanooga, . . .

. . Tennessee.
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CoMRADE WILLIAM RULE, ... . .Knoxville, . ...... Tennessee.
“ NEWTON T. BEAL, . .. .Rogersville,. . . . . . . Tennessee.
“ I.S. THACHER, ... ... Dallas,. . . ... ... . Texas.
u“ D. M. BAKER, .. ... .. Galveston, ... .... Texas.
“ C.A. BUNDY,. . ...... Arlington, .. ..... Vermont.
“ M.J.LEACH,. ... .. .. Wolecott, ... ..... Vermont.
“ JACOB HEFFELFINGER, Hampton,. . . . . .. . Virginia.
“ JOSEPH T. WILSON, . . .Norfolk,. . . . ..... Virginia.
“ MARION D. EGBERT,. . . Walla Walla.. . . . .. ‘Wash Ter.

The resignation of Comrade C. W. Cowtan, A. D. C,, is hereby
accepted, he having been elected Senior Vice Commander of the
Department of New York.

Comrade John H. Stothoff, A. D. C., is hereby relieved from duty’
on the Staff of the Commander-in-Chief.

By CommanD oFr JOHN 8. KOUNTZ,
W. W. ALCORN, Commander-in-Chief.
Adjutant General.

HEADQUARTERS GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC,
Torepo, O., May 26, 1885. }
GENERAL ORDERS}

No. 17.

I. The National Encampment will assemble in Nineteenth An-
nual Session in the City of Portland, Wednesday, June 24, 1885, at 10
o’clock, A. M.

II. The Council of Administration will meet Tuesday, June 23d,
at 9 o’clock A. M., in the Council Chamber, City Hall, at which place
Headquarters will be established.

III. The Commander-in-Chief and Staff, will leaver Toledo on
special train Saturday, June 20, at 10 o’clock P. M., via Michigan Cen-
tral Railroad. The train will be in charge of Mr. M. C. Roach, General
Tourist Agent, M. C. R. R., Toledo, Ohio, who will furnish any inform-
ation to those desiring to go by this train.

IV. The Grand Army of the Republic of Maine, through its Com-
mittee of Arrangements, extends to comrades a cordial invitation to
visit Portland on this occasion, and have arranged a most agreeable
programme for the entertainment of all who may come. The general
parade will take place Tuesday, June 23d, at 10 o’clock A. M.

V. Comrades intending to be present at the Encampment, and
who have not yet secured quarters should at once make application to
Comrade I. 8. Bangs, Chairman Committee on Hotels, Waterville,
Maine.

In addition to the hotel accommodations in the City, on the adja-
cent islands and at Old Orchard Beach, a Camp has been established,
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conveniently located, where every arrangement has been made for the
comfort of comrades desiring to avail themselves of such quarters.

VI. Departments have been organized during the year as follows,
viz.:

MonTaNA — March 10, 1885. Headquarters, Helena, Montana.
Thomas P. Fuller, Department Commander. John Moffitt, Assistant
Adjutant General.

Texas—March 25, 1885. Headquarters, Dallas, Texas. W. D.
Wylie, Department Commander. Geo. W. Hynson, Assistant Adjutant
~Genera1.

VII. Information having been received at these Headquarters,
that certain parties, not members of the Grand Army of the Republic,
are manufacturing and selling to comrades, unauthorized and spurious
membership badges, the special attention of Department and Post offi-
cersis called to this matter, and they are directed to a strict enforcement
of the rule, prohibiting comrades from wearingany other membership
badge than the one supplied by National Headquarters.

By Commanp oF JOHN 8. KOUNTZ,
W. W. ALCORN, Commander-in-Chief.
Adjutant General.

HEADQUARTERS GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC,
PorTLAND, MAINE, June 25th, 1885. }

GENERAL Onmms}
No. 18

~ In surrendering the command you placed in my hands one year
ago, it is dohe with a heart full of gratitude for the courteous treatment,
the generous sympathy, and the abiding confidence which have been
extended to me. Such consideration, born only of that comradeship
which characterizes our organization, has lightened the duties of this
honorable trust, sweetened its memories, and made deeper and more
enduring the love borne for the Order.

Comrade S. S. Burdett, who has been elected to serve you as Com-
mander-in-Chief for the ensuing year, has long been recognized as one
of the most able, devoted, and earnest of our members, and, in deliver-
ing to him the symbol of authority, the same cordial support and con-
fidence extended to me are invoked for him.

By Commanp of JOHN 8. KOUNTZ,
W. W. ALCORN, Commander-in-Chief.
Adjutant General.
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